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O’DONNELL HOMERS, GRYCAN FANS 7, MEYER 4 RBI

Lady Blue Devil 12s Trample
Chatham Softball Girls, 12-2

KESSLER CRACKS 2-RUN HR, PANSINI GOES 3-FOR-3

WF White 12U Pitchers Halt
Long Hill Baseball Boys, 7-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Preparation for a showdown of grid
greats clearly gave the Union County
(UC) high school football All-Stars a
leg up on the Middlesex All-Stars in
the annual Snapple Bowl at Kean
University in Union on July 21.

The disciplined UC defensive play-
ers stayed in their positions and
smothered the potent Middlesex of-
fense, limiting it to only one first
down in the first half and holding it
scoreless until 6:29 remaining in the
game. In the meantime, the UC of-
fense mixed a consistent running

game with a few short pass plays that
evolved into big gains. The result was
a 28-6 victory.

The Middlesex All-Stars had won
the previous five meetings, so the UC
All-Stars had something to prove and
wanted to seize control of the brag-
ging rights.

“It is a great opportunity. I hope we
are going to go out and break
Middlesex’s winning streak,” said
Cranford defensive lineman Bobby
Anstatt, who added, “It is a little bit
different, because it’s not the chemis-
try that you have with the high school
team, but everyone here knows what
they are doing. We are trying to play
together and win.”

“Everybody got involved together.
We kicked it off really well fresh
from the start. It feels really good to
be here. This is what we are here for.
I think we are going to do well. I am
looking forward to getting out on the
field,” Westfield defensive lineman
Garrett Pryor said.

“It’s nice to be playing again. I love
being out here, so I want to take

advantage of it. Everybody here loves
playing football. Everybody is nice.
We work together well,” Cranford
quarterback Joey Papandrea said.

“It gives me great memories. It
takes me back to November,”
Westfield offensive lineman Jesse
DeMartino said.

“We were practicing all week.
Some days were four-hour practices,
others like two-and-a-half. We were
working hard preparing for the heat
and for the big game today. I thought
my football career was over, but we
got one more game here, and I am
hoping to win,” Cranford running

back Sean Trotter said.
“We ran about 40 plays per ses-

sion, so that would be 80 plays a day.
We had four [days] of practices, so
we had to get a lot of plays in a short

amount of time. It was tough, but I
think we got it. It is a lot of fun. I am
honored to play in this game, espe-
cially for a charity event,” Scotch
Plains-Fanwood offensive lineman
Mike Tufaro said.

“I am very excited right now. This
is a great honor and a privilege. I am
just happy to be on the field. It’s
[adrenalin] through the roof. I have
never been more excited in my life,”
Cranford linebacker JT Vicci said.

Assisting on the UC sidelines was
New Providence Pioneer Head Coach
Frank Bottone, who had just retired
this past season, and Director of Ath-

letics (DA) Rob Harmer, formerly
the DA of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Bottone, who was awarded a plaque
as the Union County Coach of the

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School girls soft-
ball Head Coach Caitlin MacDonald
decided to get a glimpse of what part
of her future varsity lineup may con-
sist of by coaching a 12-and-under
group this summer that competes in
the Parkway League.

“The season is going well. We are
4-4. We have a big age range. We
have girls going into sixth grade and
girls going into eighth grade. For
girls, we have a lot of different heights
and a lot of different strengths on the
team, but the girls are doing a really
good job. They are learning, hope-
fully learning how to play softball the
right way,” Coach MacDonald said.

Two girls on the team, Danielle
Rinaldi (catcher/shortstop) and Sarah

Mastrocola (third base/pitcher), were
voted to play in the Parkway League
All-Star game. Also, Veronica Grycan
and Maria Panarese, along with
Mastrocola have been the young Blue
Devils’ key performers on the mound.

“They [Rinaldi and Mastrocola]
are playing really solid defense for
us. They play key positions and do a
great job,” said Coach MacDonald,
who added, “We have three girls,
who have been doing the majority of
the pitching. They are 12 [years old].
They have ups and downs, but they
have a lot of potential. They offer
different things, and I can see them
hopefully building up and one day
offering some things at the high
school.”

Offensively, Shannon O’Donnell,
an eighth grader, has been hitting the

cover off the ball.
“Our best hitter so far is Shannon

O’Donnell. I don’t think she’s hit a
single all season. She hits mostly
doubles and triples,” Coach
MacDonald said.

The Blue Devils’ speed demon on
the bases has been Devyn Tibbals.

“She is going into sixth grade, and
she doesn’t stop. She gets away with
it because she is speedy. She will hit
a single and somehow turn it into a
double,” Coach MacDonald pointed
out.

In their final regular-season home
game, the Blue Devils jumped on the
Chatham Cougars to earn a 12-2,
five-inning victory on the Westfield
High School field on July 19 to up
their record to 5-4.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gearing up for the playoffs, the
Westfield White 12U baseball team
honed its pitching skills in a 7-2 vic-
tory over Long Hill at Gumbert 2
Field in Westfield on July 20, the
42nd anniversary of man’s landing
on the moon (July 20, 1969).

Starting pitcher Alex Pansini made
good use of his breaking ball to curb
Long Hill in the first three innings,
yielding two runs on four hits, while
walking none and striking out one.
Owen Bartok pitched the next three
innings, giving up just two singles
and walking one.

“The one thing that was very con-

sistent was our pitching was excellent.
We only let up two runs. We got out of
a couple of jams. Alex pitched great
for us all year. He has a very good
breaking ball. Owen is starting to throw
the ball really well,” Westfield Head
Coach John Ripperger said.

Long Hill pitchers Kevin Sylvestri,
Stephen LaRagina, James Shelhorn
and Brian Diaz did very well also and
kept the game very close until
Westfield White rolled with three runs
in the fifth inning to add a comfort-
able cushion.

“Our pitchers did a good job. They
threw strikes. They didn’t walk any-
body,” Long Hill Head Coach Scott
Heller said.

Pansini led Westfield’s 11-hit out-
put, going 3-for-3, with an RBI double,
and scoring twice. Owen Kessler (2
runs scored) added emphasis with a
two-run home run, and Cullen Birkel
chopped a two-run double and scored
once. Bartok had a pair of singles and
an RBI. Trevor McNamara (run
scored), Ian Humphrey, Jack
Meiselman and Mike Echausse each
singled. Matt Varano walked, scored
and had an RBI. Owen Ripperger and
Drew Boley both drew a walk.

Of Long Hill’s six hits, Sylvestri
ripped an RBI double and scored
once. Chris Lopez drilled a hard single
and scored once. John Stanton, Nick

Probitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OPENING UP A HUGE HOLE…Blue Devil Nick Matthews, No. 50, takes Middlesex County defensive end Mike Walp, No.
5, out of the play as New Providence running back Vinny Fuschetto, No. 3, heads for a seven-yard touchdown to give the
Union County All-Stars a 14-0 lead.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE RIGHT CONNECTION…Westfield 12s’ Shannon O’Donnell hammers a solo home run to deep left field
in the second inning against Chatham in Westfield on July 19. Westfield won, 12-2.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOING HIS JOB ON OFFENSE…Blue Devil offensive lineman Jesse DeMartino, No. 65, prevents Bryan Domenick
(Middlesex High School) from penetrating during the Snapple Bowl. The Union County All-Stars won, 28-6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY INTO SECOND…Westfield White’s Jack Meiselman plows into second base for his second stolen base,
as Long Hill shortstop Nick Mink is a little late with the tag at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on July 20.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A LEGEND AT THE SNAPPLE BOWL…Frank Bottone, left, who recently
retired after 49 years at the helm of the New Providence High School football team
and finished in style with a North Jersey, Group 1, Section 2 title, along with
Director of Athletics Rob Harmer added their expertise to help the Union County
All-Stars trounce the Middlesex County All-Stars, 28-6.

WF’s PRYOR RULES ‘D’, FUSCHETTO 2 TDs, MAYERS TD

Union Co. All-Stars Smother
Middlesex in Snapple Bowl

More Westfield/Chatham  Photos –
goleader.com –  Online Cranford Sports

More Westfield/Long Hill  Photos –
goleader.com –  Online Cranford Sports

New York Knick Basketballer
Bill Bradley – July 28, 1943


