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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HEAT WAVE...Participants in the 10th Annual Downtown Westfield 5K & Pizza Extravaganza held July 20 were subject
to extreme weather conditions as the thermometer hung in the mid 90s well into the night.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CANINE SERENADE...This pooch doesn’t seem to mind the heat and is all smiles
as he enjoys the entertainment at the Scotch Plains Village Green Concert Series
held July 21, which included Amazing Dave and the Jazz Lobsters.

County Looks at Camera Locations
For Nabbing Red-Light Violators

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Freeholders last Thursday
considered a $150,000 contract for a
county-wide study to evaluate the
best locations to place red-light cam-
eras at intersections.

The cameras are installed on the
top of traffic lights at strategic loca-
tions by towns to record violations at
the intersections. Joseph Graziano,
director of engineering, public works
and facilities, said the purpose of the
study is to produce data that shows
the best intersections to install cam-
eras, which shows motorists running
red lights.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
although only municipalities can in-
stall the red-light cameras, the county
could pay a portion of the costs.

Former state transportation com-
missioner Kris Kolluri, the county’s
traffic consultant, said the study
would include an analysis of 25 inter-
sections.

Mr. Graziano said the data and
analysis would then be shared with
municipalities, noting that the cam-
eras would create another source of
revenue for towns through the issu-
ance of fines to drivers caught run-
ning red lights and committing re-
lated violations.

“I know it is admirable to say that
the revenue attached to it is attractive,

but I think you have an affirmative
obligation at the county to see how
you can [look at] the intersections
from a safety standpoint, especially
those intersections that intersect
county roads,” Mr. Kolluri said.

Freeholder Angel Estrada ques-
tioned why the county was initiating
such a study. “I was just wondering if
we are putting the cart before the
horse because the municipalities, who
I know are very interested overall [in
red-light cameras]…will most likely
do the preliminary [studies],” Mr.
Estrada said. “I know that we share in
the cost of the maintenance and the
pieces associated with [the cameras.]
I just did not know we would be
engaged in this [type of] study.”

In response, Mr. Kolluri said, “I
think if you look at it strictly as a
decentralized approach then you’re
perhaps right. But I think the county
has an opportunity to take an holistic
view from what’s going on in traffic
and traffic safety” by looking at all
intersections “that are relevant to you
and backed up by data that show that
there’s a need” for red-light cameras.

“I think a proactive approach to
these things is better than to say ‘let’s
wait for someone to take a lead on [a
study,]’” Mr. Kolluri said.

County Manager George Devanney
said he hoped that the county could
assist towns where applications for

cameras “fell short for one reason or
another.”

“Hopefully we can help enhance
an application,” Mr. Devanney said.

The county manager said Eliza-
beth has had red-light camera appli-
cations rejected for four intersections
by the Department of Transportation,
including intersections on Route 1,
“whereas Rahway and Linden have
had similar intersections approved.”
He said Mountainside also was turned
down for a camera on Route 22.

Mr. Kolluri emphasized that red-
light cameras should not be seen as a
“power grab” or a “grab for money,”
but instead intended to improve driver
safety.

“I think if the perception is that this
is a great opportunity to make a lot of
money, I think we’ve missed the
point,” Mr. Kolluri said. “Even dur-
ing my tenure as commissioner…the
focus has always been on safety and
that should be the primary concern.”

In other business, Human Services
Director Frank Guzzo requested that
a resolution be put on the agenda for
the freeholder meeting tonight, July
28, to approve $2.5 million in reim-
bursement monies for Union County
jail inmates housed at Delanney and
Logan Halls, facilities that offer ser-
vices to prisoners with substance-
abuse issues who are about to be

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Baseball is Out at Union
Catholic Pending Lawsuit

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Baseball is
effectively shut down at Union Catho-
lic High School for the foreseeable
future due to a court injunction ob-
tained by attorney Marc Rogoff on
behalf of Dutch Lane residents Sachin
and Rajul Shah, whose home backs
up to the baseball field.

State Superior Court Judge John
Malone signed the order in June pre-
venting all baseball from being
played, or practiced, on the school’s
million-dollar turf field. In July, Judge
Malone revised the order, allowing
batting practice to take place in an
enclosed bullpen and for infield prac-
tice, where coaches could only hit
ground balls to players.

In their lawsuit, the Shahs allege
that field renovations moved the base-
ball diamond closer to their property
and now fly balls endanger their

safety. They also allege the value of
their home has been decreased and
the school is interfering with the
“quiet enjoyment” of their property.

Mr. Rogoff told The Westfield
Leader that there is a separate lawsuit
against the Township of Scotch Plains
and the planning board, which could
nullify the proceedings that led to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy of Ross Wagner
MOVE-ON…Approximately 30 area residents  demonstrated Tuesday morning
in front of 7th District Representative Leonard Lance’s office on North Avenue
in Westfield as part of a national action from move-on.org. They carried signs
reading: “Don’t Destroy The American Dream” and “Compromise, That’s Your
Job.”

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
WALK DON’T RUN...Spectators obey the traffic signal on Tuesday at Westfield
Jazz Night by restricting their “Ventures” onto the street.

Jeanette Baubles

MS BOE Discusses Replacing
CSA, Defers State Aid

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) held its bimonthly meeting
Tuesday evening. Personnel matters
comprised the bulk of the meeting, as
the board and the public
discussed the procedure
for replacing Chief
School Administrator
(CSA) Jeanette Baubles.

Board President James
Ruban announced Ms.
Baubles’ resignation dur-
ing the board’s last meet-
ing, as the administrator
herself was not present.
Ms. Baubles also did not
address her resignation
during the board’s meet-
ing Tuesday night.

Video of the announcement may
be viewed on the board’s website,
located at
www.mountainsideschools.org/
index.php/boe/boemeet.

The district placed an advertise-

ment in the Newark Star-Ledger this
past Sunday seeking candidates for
her replacement. Ms. Baubles also
holds the position of principal of
Beechwood School. It was not clear
if the new hire would assume those
responsibilities as well.

This is the district’s
second such resignation
in as many months. As
covered in previous edi-
tions of The Westfield
Leader, the district’s Su-
pervisor of Curriculum
and Instruction, Thomas
Conroy, submitted his
resignation at the end of
the school year.

Concerned members
of the public spoke up
regarding suitable re-

placements with “effective leader-
ship” skills.

The board was in the process of
interviewing candidates for Mr.
Conroy’s position but will now be
shifting its priorities, according to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

WF BOE Votes to Use Aid to Rehire
Teachers; Votes Down Tax Relief

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In front of a crowd
of parents, members of the Westfield
Board of Education unanimously ap-
proved the hiring of teachers and other
staff at their meeting held Tuesday
evening.

During a presentation given by Su-
perintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan, residents learned that, due to
the increased swelling of enrollment
and the new $845,449 in additional
state aid, teachers would be added to
the roster for the upcoming school
year for all levels of education.

For Westfield High School, Ms.

Dolan announced that two teachers
would be added for academic subjects
and for electives, in addition to one
physical education teacher.

It also was reported that the high
school would replace old computers
in the school’s technology lab that Ms.
Dolan had noted were “seven to eight
years old.” She said in recent years
there had been budget cuts for tech-
nology for the district as a whole, “and
if it were not for the Parent-Teacher
Organizations and the Westfield Edu-
cation Fund, I don’t know where we
would be with technology.”

At the intermediate level, the super-
intendent announced that one counse-

lor would be restored in addition to
another librarian. She said recently
the two intermediate schools had “to
share a librarian.”

In her report, Ms. Dolan also said
the Wilson Elementary School’s fifth
grade having three sections with en-
rollment numbers of 27, 27 and 26
“was a concern.” She said another
fifth-grade teacher would be added, as
well as second-grade teachers for
Jefferson, McKinley and Tamaques
Elementary, where enrollment was
reported at 25 and 26 students in
classes.

Last month, dozens of concerned
Tamaques School second-grade par-
ents came to the board of education
meeting looking for class-size relief.

Board Vice-President Richard
Mattessich and BOE member Mitchell
Slater, as well as others, also were
concerned about class size for the
fourth grades at Franklin and Wash-
ington Elementary Schools, as the
numbers indicate 24 and 25 students
in classrooms.

Board President Julia Walker stated
that the high school next year was
reported to house 1,880 students,
which was described as “the highest
enrollment in 30 years.”

Looking ahead, Ms. Dolan also re-
ported that as part of the district’s
“priority areas to support was the Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) program.” She
said in order for Westfield students to
stay competitive, these areas need
updating and improving.

Board member Mark Friedman
asked how much money it would cost
to hire these teachers. The superinten-
dent stated that it would cost $150,000
for the intermediate-school teachers,
$187,500 for the elementary-school
teachers and $225,000 for the high-
school teachers. She also stated that
the high-school technology lab would
cost $24,000.

In her report, Ms. Dolan noted that
the additional $845,448 given on July
13 in state aid helped to bring in these
additions. She noted that she also
wanted to bring about some tax relief
to the town.

Resident Keith Hertell spoke at the
meeting, stating that he would like to
see the $845,448 used to “reduce the
district’s two-million-dollar debt.” He
stated that “reducing the debt makes
the district strong financially.” He also
stated “there is no research saying that
class size impedes learning. Yes,
smaller is better, but when there is a
high foreclosure rate and the state is in
a financial crisis, I ask for you to keep
an open mind.”

Board member David Finn asked
the board to pass a resolution to allo-
cate half of the latest state aid to tax
relief. He made a motion to give
$422,720 specifically to tax relief.
Board members such as Ann Cary,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Tax Collector Office
Open Late August 1
WESTFIELD — The office of

the Westfield tax collector will be
open on Monday, August 1, from
8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. The last date to
pay taxes without a penalty is on
Friday, August 5.

Questions should be directed to
taxcollector@westfieldnj.gov or
by calling (908) 789-4051.
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Sup. Court Working Around
Union County Vacancies

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WE’RE GETTING THE BAND BACK TOGETHER…Blues Brothers, Sigma Pi
(Lock Haven University, Pa.) fraternity brothers of Leader/Times Sports Editor
Dave Corbin, Dan McIlroy (lead guitar and vocals), Paul Heller (bass guitar) and
Mike Simpson (keyboards) of a rock group once known as The Dayze, perform
at a reunion in Centre Hall, Pa. on July 23.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
POLITICAL PARTY…Westfield First Ward Councilman Frank Arena, right,
poses with Mayor Andy Skibitsky at the Arena for Council Campaign Kickoff
Party held Monday night at Ferraro’s South.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – With four vacancies
currently on the State Superior Court,
Union County bench, Governor Chris
Christie has nominated area residents
to fill three of those vacancies. The
mandatory retirement age for state
judges is 70. In the next 10 years, at
least half of the current judges will be
required to retire.

In the Civil Division William L’E.
Wertheimer, 69, will reach mandatory
retirement age next year; his colleague,
Kenneth Grispin, 63, will retire in 2018.

The Family Division can expect the
retirements by 2021 of Kathryn Brock,
64, in 2017; Katherine Dupuis, 61, in
2021; James Hely, 61, in 2021; David
Issenman, 65, in 2016, and Thomas J.
Walsh, 62, if re-appointed in 2017, will
retire in 2019.

Criminal Division Presiding Judge
Joseph P. Donohue, 60, will retire in
2021.

The remaining judges are, in the Civil
Division, Lisa Chrystal, 55, William
Daniel, 55, and Frederic Kessler, 58,
who was just re-appointed, and is now
tenured.

In the Family Division, Roberto
Alcazar, 59, Robert Kirsch, 44, a former
Federal Judge, and Frederic McDaniel,
59, remain.

The Criminal Division still has Hon.
Robert Mega, 45, Scott Moynihan, 54,
and Stuart Peim, 59.

The governor’s selections are Mark
Ciarrocca, a former Westfield Republi-
can councilman, who resigned that post
after being confirmed by the state Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee; Regina
Caulfield, Union County executive as-
sistant prosecutor of Berkeley Heights,
who also was confirmed, and Kathi
Fiamingo, Republican mayor of
Kenilworth. Mr. Ciarrocca will take his
seat on the court on Tuesday, August 2.
Ms. Caulfield is expected to take the
oath in the fall.

Mr. Ciarrocca is a graduate of Vir-
ginia Military Institute and Washing-
ton and Lee University School of Law.
He has been a partner at Ciarrocca and
Ciarrocca in Union since 1986. His
expertise lies in insurance, litigation
and real estate. He also worked as a
public defender in Clark and Westfield.
He served in the Army Reserve from
1986 to 1994 and has been active in
Westfield civic affairs for many years.
Mr. Ciarrocca served on the board of
directors of the Westfield Area “Y” and
volunteered as a coach for PAL football
and the Westfield Baseball League, as
well as Westfield wrestling.

Ms. Caulfield is a 1980 graduate of
Seton Hall University, and graduated
Seton Hall Law School, Newark, in
1983. She served as a judicial law clerk
to Judge Charles Villanueva, Law Di-
vision, Criminal Part, from 1983 to
1984. Ms. Caulfield has worked in the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office since
1984, where as trial supervisor (2002-
2010), she supervised a staff of over 30
assistant prosecutors focusing on child
homicide and domestic violence cases,
amongst others. She is a trustee of the
Union County Bar Association and ac-
tive in many statewide professional or-
ganizations.

Mayor Fiamingo is a 1976 graduate
of Seton Hall University, South Or-

ange, and a 1979 cum laude graduate of
Seton Hall Law School. She also earned
a Master’s of Taxation Law degree from
New York University. She began her
career as an associate with Kane &
Fiamingo. She had her own practice
from 1989 to 1992 before becoming a
partner in the Morristown firm of
Iaciafano, Fiamingo & Perrone in 1992.
She specializes in estate planning, ad-
ministration and probate matters, as
well as commercial real estate.

Ms. Fiamingo has been the vice-
chairwoman of the Union County Re-
publican Party since 2004. She also
served as chairwoman of the Kenilworth
GOP Municipal Committee from 2002
to 2004. Elected to the Kenilworth
Board of Education, she served from
1995 to 1999. She was appointed to the
Union County Educational Services
Commission in 1998 and served one
year. She has been the mayor of
Kenilworth since 2008, previously serv-
ing on the council in 2008 and from
2001 to 2003.

Although State Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21, Westfield) has signed off on
Ms. Fiamingo, State Senators Nicholas
Scutari (D-22, Linden) and Ray Lesniak
(D-20, Elizabeth) have not.

“The committee won’t be reconvened
until the late fall,” said Chip Stabile,
chief of staff for Sen. Scutari, who
chairs the Senate Judiciary Committee.

Sean Conner, a spokesman for the
governor’s office, said, “Once the gov-
ernor has approved the nomination, it
must go to the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. They conduct the interview and
have final approval.”

Once a nominee is approved, he or
she must sever all ties with law firms
and party affiliations before being sworn
in.

Assignment Judge for the Union
County bench, Karen Cassidy, will as-
sign the new judges to one of three
divisions: civil, family or criminal.

“There are 20 sitting judges now, and
four vacancies (currently filled by re-
tired judges brought back to the bench
and judges from other counties),” Civil
Division Manager Sandy Thaler Gerber
said. “All divisions are backlogged. We
just don’t have the budget. We handled
250 more cases this year than last year.”

“Terri Paul Bottinelli, a newly ap-
proved Bergen County judge, is already
working in Union County, temporarily,
due to our need. Retired judges have
been called in to help out also. If Judge
Cassidy wishes to change a judge from
one division to another, she must get
the approval of the Chief Justice of the
New Jersey Supreme Court, Stuart
Rabiner,” Ms. Gerber explained.

Bernadette Fiore, case manager of
the Criminal Division, said the new
judges will go through a training pe-
riod, which she called “baby judge
school.”

“It is an introduction to the bench.
Thirty-five hours of courtroom obser-
vance and instruction by experienced
judges, which is followed by a period of
mentoring, which will give them a
strong foundation to begin their new
assignment,” she said.

The new judges will earn $165,000 a
year. After seven years on the bench, a
judge must be reappointed by the Gov-
ernor and approved by the Senate, and
if approved, he or she will be tenured.

100 DEGREE HEAT... At a bipartisan event held last Thursday, Democrats,
former Governor Richard Codey and Union County Prosecutor
Ted Romankow play a round of golf against Republicans, Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick. The results: a tie after 18 holes.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
JERSEY FRESH...Shoppers enjoy the fresh-from-the-farm produce offered at
the Westfield Farmers’ Market, held in the south-side train station parking lot on
Saturdays through October.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
GAME DELAY...A lawsuit filed by Scotch Plains residents Sachin and Rajul
Shah against Union Catholic High School over a baseball field has temporarily
put a stop to use of the new turf field. According to a former coach at the school,
the Shahs removed a section of trees in order to install a pool, leaving their home
exposed to foul balls, the issue at the heart of the dispute.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SLICE OF LIFE...Downtown Westfield 5K & Pizza Extravaganza participants cross the finish line in the annual run through the streets of Westfield held July 20.
Runners, who dealt with temperatures that lingered near triple digits all day, were treated to pizza provided by local restaurants at the end of the event.

the construction of the turf field.
According to Mr. Rogoff, the appli-
cation for construction was heard
by the planning board, but should
have been heard by the zoning board
due to the school’s zoning as a con-
ditional use in a residential neigh-
borhood, and that the field is lo-
cated 15 feet from the property line
while there is a required 100-foot
setback.

Judge Karen Cassidy, assignment
judge for the Union County bench,
rejected Mr. Rogoff’s initial suit,
saying that he filed beyond the re-
quired time frame. He is appealing
that decision.

Mr. Rogoff told The Leader that a
fly ball missed the Shahs’ 2-year-
old by two feet while he was play-
ing on their back deck. He also said
that with batting practice occurring
most of the day, and players using
metal bats. “It’s like having a gong
go off in your head.”

Attorney William Butler, who
represents Union Catholic, told The
Leader that the Shahs take fewer
foul balls than other neighbors and
that their claims are “exaggerated.”

He said that the school is cur-
rently putting plans together to con-
struct a “horizontal foul ball net-
ting system” which would contain
all balls to the field. Mr. Butler said

he expects that the Shahs will ob-
ject to the netting system when the
application is heard before the
Scotch Plains Zoning Board of Ad-
justment, as they want to “hurt
Union Catholic as much as pos-
sible.”

Mr. Butler, who lives in the neigh-
borhood that abuts the school, also
told The Times that as neighbors
have put in pools and decks, much
of the forested area that created a
natural buffer between the neigh-
bors and school has been removed.
He said that baseball has been
played there since 1962 and the
Shahs have lived there since ap-
proximately 2000.

Mr. Butler said he intends to pro-
vide the court with expert reports
stating that the installation of the
turf field resulted in greater protec-
tion to the neighborhood.

A case management conference is
scheduled before Judge Malone on
Friday, September 23, to continue
hearing the nuisance and negligence
lawsuit. Should the Shahs prevail in
both of their pending matters, they are
seeking for Union Catholic to com-
pensate them for damages and attor-
ney fees. Another implication of the
lawsuit, currently in the appeals pro-
cess, could require Union Catholic to
reconstruct the field.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Union Catholic Baseball

released from prison.
Union County, which had appealed

the state’s decision not to offer any
funding this year, was seeking $5
million in reimbursement fees.

“This represents a very small por-
tion of our costs, but I believe this is
better than receiving nothing,” Mr.
Guzzo told the board. County offi-
cials have also said reimbursement
fees for state inmates at the Union
County jail in Elizabeth have shrunk
from $4 million in 2009 to $1 million
this year.

Mr. Guzzo said a resolution also
would be on next week’s agenda to
extend the food service contract with
Aramark Correctional Services, LLC
for another month, at $33,500, for the
county’s Juvenile Detention Center
in Linden. He said his department is
in the process of re-bidding the con-
tract, but the paperwork is not com-
plete.

He said this would be the second
extension on the contract, noting that
Aramark was previously given a
three-month extension by the board
on its contract. Aramark was given a
one-year contract last summer at a
cost of $563,000.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County

Mr. Ruban.
Saying there was no candidate that

the board “had to move on immedi-
ately,” Mr. Ruban stated the board
would shift its focus to the hiring of a
new CSA.

Regarding the hiring process for a
new CSA, the board discussed the
procedure for interviewing candidates.

Of particular focus was the han-
dling of confidentially concerns, as
several board members stated some
candidates currently might be em-
ployed by other school districts.

As covered in the June 16 edition
of The Leader, an “intense discus-
sion” occurred among board mem-
bers during the board’s June 14 meet-
ing regarding whether Mr. Conroy
was privy to “sensitive information”
that should have been kept confiden-
tial, a claim that Mr. Conroy vehe-
mently denied. It was suggested that
candidates’ names and most recent
employment positions should be re-
dacted for this purpose.

Also discussed was the number of
individuals who would be present
during the interview process. During
the hiring of Deerfield Principal Kim-
berly Richards, members of the board
in the form of the Personnel Commit-
tee were joined by members of the
Mountainside Education Foundation
(MEF) and the Mountainside Parent-
Teacher Association (PTA.) It was
announced that interested members
of both organizations who wish to
participate in the interview process
should contact their respective ad-
ministrators.

Daniel Saragnese, board secretary
and business administrator for the
district, then provided a brief report
on the board’s plan for additional
state monies recently provided to the
district.

According to Mr. Saragnese, the
approximately $144,651 in additional
state aid will be deferred by the dis-
trict for “future tax relief” for either
the 2012-2013 or 2013-2014 school
years, on the “advice from the De-
partment of Ed[ucation].

“I also received notice this week
that the board will be receiving an
additional $15,660 in transportation
aid,” Mr. Saragnese continued. “Since
this is an unanticipated revenue, this
will also be rolled over at year end
and probably…will offset taxes for
2012-2013 as well.”

Mr. Saragnese continued his report
with the most recent statistics on the
subscription-bussing program.

Approximately 250 kindergarten
through eighth-grade students, as well
as 250 high-school students, will uti-
lize district transportation. These
numbers include both subscription-
and mandatory-bussing students.

Due to the reduction of students
using the bussing service, the district
would reduce the number of bussing
“tiers” from three to two, accounting
for a savings of approximately
$52,000.

Potentially offsetting these savings
would be possible payments for addi-
tional crossing guards and/or police
officers to maintain safety.

Ms. Baubles and Mr. Saragnese have
met with, and will continue to meet
with, the Mountainside Police De-
partment to address these concerns.

In addition, Mr. Saragnese stated
that the cost of the subscription ser-
vice would be reduced from $540 to
$475 for the service.

The next BOE meeting open to the
public is scheduled for Wednesday,
August 24, at 7:30 p.m. It will take
place at the Deerfield School’s Me-
dia Center.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside BOE
Mirabella Discusses Process
For New County Manager

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders was to begin in-
terviewing candidates this week to re-
place retiring County Manager George
Devanney.

The county manager is responsible
for an annual budget of just under $500
million and 2,800 employees spread
across eight departments and numerous
divisions, from human services to pub-
lic safety to parks.

“We have very strong internal candi-
dates that we are going to take a look at
initially,” Freeholder Vice-Chairman Al
Mirabella told The Westfield Leader. He
said the successful candidate would be
someone “who is willing to carry on the
tradition that this county manager has
set forth.”

Mr. Mirabella said if a candidate is
determined to have the qualities sought
by the freeholders, “we could act very
quickly,” adding that it was possible that
the freeholders could take action to ap-
point a manager at tonight’s regular board
meeting.

“We will interview the candidates that
we feel are appropriate,” Mr. Mirabella
said. “And if they come forward as being
interested, then we will take a long look
(at the candidate.) That’s my prefer-
ence, and I think the preference of the
board – to continue our programs, con-
tinue our strategies, with an internal
candidate.”

He said the likely successor to Mr.
Devanney, who has held the job nine
years, will be someone “whose been
around for a while, but has the experi-
ence” to be manager.

“We want someone that we will be
comfortable working with as a board,
that can do the job, and that’s going to be
able to take us down the road,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

He said Mr. Devanney, who previ-
ously was deputy county manager and

headed the economic development de-
partment, “did a fantastic job in his ten-
ure as county manager and he will be
sorely missed.”

“He developed leadership within our
ranks and we feel that we will be able to
keep Union County moving forward
(with the selection of a new manager),”
Mr. Mirabella said.

In closing, the freeholder said, “We
are going to take a long look at people
that come forward within the county and
make the right decision for the people of
Union County.”

Courtesy of Ross Wagner
PROTEST...Move-on.org demonstrated Tuesday morning in front of 7th District
Representative Leonard Lance’s office on North Avenue in Westfield. They
carried signs asking the congressman to preserve the American dream.

Jane Clancy and Mr. Friedman stated
that they felt allocating a specific
amount at this time was premature and
wanted to keep options open for tax
relief.

“I don’t see any benefit from pass-
ing such a resolution at this point,” Mr.
Friedman stated.

Ms. Walker agreed, stating, “We are
open to further discussions regarding
tax relief and are not closed to any
options.”

Mr. Finn’s resolution was defeated,
as it received only two votes.

“I want to make sure we are fiscally
disciplined,” Mr. Finn said. Not pass-
ing the resolution, he stated, was “the
easy way out.”

Mr. Friedman said “not passing the
resolution does not demonstrate that
we don’t have fiscal discipline, but
that we want to gather all the facts
first.”

Board member Rosanne Kurstedt
was not present at the meeting.

The next board meeting will take
place on Tuesday, August 30.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF BOE
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Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CANINE SERENADE...This pooch doesn’t seem to mind the heat and is all smiles as he enjoys the entertainment at the Scotch
Plains Village Green Concert Series held July 21, which included Amazing Dave and the Jazz Lobsters.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HEAT WAVE...Participants in the 10th Annual Downtown Westfield 5K & Pizza
Extravaganza held July 20 were subject to extreme weather conditions as the
thermometer hung in the mid 90s well into the night.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JERSEY FRESH...The fresh-from-the-farm produce offered at the Scotch Plains
Farmers’ Marketplace, including this corn on the cob, is a big hit with shoppers.
The farmers’ market will be held in the Scotch Plains Municipal Building parking
lot on Saturdays until the fall.

Baseball is Out at Union Catholic
Pending Lawsuit Outcome

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Baseball is
effectively shut down at Union Catho-
lic High School for the foreseeable
future due to a court injunction ob-
tained by attorney Marc Rogoff on
behalf of Dutch Lane residents Sachin
and Rajul Shah, whose home backs up
to the baseball field.

State Superior Court Judge John
Malone signed the order in June pre-
venting all baseball from being played,
or practiced, on the school’s million-
dollar turf field. In July, Judge Malone
revised the order, allowing batting prac-
tice to take place in an enclosed bullpen
and for infield practice, where coaches
could only hit ground balls to players.

In their lawsuit, the Shahs allege
that field renovations moved the base-
ball diamond closer to their property
and now fly balls endanger their safety.
They also allege the value of their
home has been decreased and the
school is interfering with the “quiet
enjoyment” of their property.

Mr. Rogoff told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that there is a separate
lawsuit against the Township of Scotch

Plains and the planning board, which
could nullify the proceedings that led
to the construction of the turf field.
According to Mr. Rogoff, the applica-
tion for construction was heard by the
planning board, but should have been
heard by the zoning board due to the
school’s zoning as a conditional use in
a residential neighborhood, and that
the field is located 15 feet from the
property line while there is a required
100-foot setback.

Judge Karen Cassidy, assignment
judge for the Union County bench,
rejected Mr. Rogoff’s initial suit, say-
ing that he filed beyond the required
time frame. He is appealing that deci-
sion.

Mr. Rogoff told The Times that a fly
ball missed the Shahs’ 2-year-old by
two feet while he was playing on their
back deck. He also said that with bat-
ting practice occurring most of the
day, and players using metal bats, “It’s
like having a gong go off in your
head.”

Attorney William Butler, who rep-
resents Union Catholic, told The Times
that the Shahs take fewer foul balls
than other neighbors and that their
claims are “exaggerated.”

He said that the school is currently
putting plans together to construct a
“horizontal foul ball netting system”

which would contain all balls to the
field. Mr. Butler said he expects that
the Shahs will object to the netting
system when the application is heard
before the Scotch Plains Zoning Board
of Adjustment, as they want to “hurt
Union Catholic as much as possible.”

Mr. Butler, who lives in the neigh-
borhood that abuts the school, also
told The Times that as neighbors have
put in pools and decks, much of the
forested area that created a natural
buffer between the neighbors and
school has been removed. He said that
baseball has been played there since
1962 and the Shahs have lived there
since approximately 2000.

Mr. Butler said he intends to pro-
vide the court with expert reports stat-
ing that the installation of the turf field
resulted in greater protection to the
neighborhood.

A case management conference is
scheduled before Judge Malone on
Friday, September 23, to continue
hearing the nuisance and negligence
lawsuit. Should the Shahs prevail in
both of their pending matters, they are
seeking for Union Catholic to com-
pensate them for damages and attor-
ney fees. Another implication of the
lawsuit, currently in the appeals pro-
cess, could require Union Catholic to
reconstruct the field.

BOE Hires New Human Resources
Mgr., SP-F HS Assistant Principal

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion held a special meeting on July
20 at the board offices at Evergreen
School to fill vacant positions for
the 2011-2012 school year.

During a closed session, the BOE
interviewed and hired Deborah
Belfield as director of human re-
sources for the district, at a salary of
$132,000. Ms. Belfield was previ-
ously employed in the Asbury Park
school district. She will replace
Veronica Geyer, who is leaving the

district after serving two years in the
post.

The BOE also hired Brooke
Kaska-Esposito as vice-principal at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. She comes from the Sparta
district, where she served for years,
and will replace Ed Braun. Mr. Braun
had been in the district for nine
years.

The board approved the resigna-
tion of Brad Seigel, supervisor of
the district’s social studies curricu-
lum, who will leave effective Au-
gust 28 after having served six years
in the district. He will join the North-

ern Highlands Regional School
District in Allendale. The BOE also
approved the resignations of Gwyn
Miller, a fourth-grade teacher at
Brunner Elementary School, and
of John Scholz, head varsity wres-
tling coach, and Dan Valentine,
senior class advisor, both at the
high school.

The BOE approved the follow-
ing appointments for the 2011-2012
school year: Kathleen Gaston,
mathematics teacher at Terrill
Middle School, at a salary of
$53,111; Jamie Kaye, fifth-grade
teacher at Park Middle School, at a
salary of $53,111, replacing
Adrienne Stack; Dawn Resnick, as
a chemistry teacher at the high
school, at a salary of $64,634, re-
placing Elizabeth Vroom; Jan
Allen, as a repertory theater advi-
sor at the high school, at a salary of
$3,483, as a replacement for Laurie
Wellman; Steve Ciccotelli, sum-
mer weight trainer at the high
school, at the salary of $2,858, and
Dan Valentine, as National Honor
Society advisor at the high school,
at a salary of $2,903.

Claudina Ramirez was hired as a
custodian at Brunner School, at a
salary of $32,000.

Ericka Zaleski, a mathematics
teacher at Terrill Middle School,
was transferred to the high school,
replacing John Veninger. The BOE
approved leaves of absence for
Meghan Assuncao, a first-grade
teacher at School One, from Sep-
tember 1 to October 4, as a paid
maternity disability leave, and also
the remainder of the month as an
unpaid family leave, and for Caitlin
Mahony, a second-grade teacher at
School One, who was approved for
an unpaid personal leave from Au-
gust 1, 2011 to June 30, 2013.

The BOE corrected the date of
the resignation of Business Ad-
ministrator/Board Secretary An-
thony Del Sordi from November 1
to October 31 of this year.

In other business, Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Hayes
said that “the additional money,
$770,351, in state aid will not be
included in this year’s budget, and
will not affect the local tax levy.”
The BOE tried to call a meeting to
discuss the money last week but
could not get a quorum. The BOE
will meet again on Thursday, Au-
gust 25. The additional aid is part
of $600 million in additional school
aid from the state, $150 million of
which has been dedicated to subur-
ban districts.

Sup. Court Working Around
Union County Vacancies

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – With four vacan-
cies currently on the State Superior
Court, Union County bench, Gover-
nor Chris Christie has nominated
area residents to fill three of those
vacancies. The mandatory retire-
ment age for state judges is 70. In
the next 10 years, at least half of the
current judges will be required to
retire.

In the Civil Division William L’E.
Wertheimer, 69, will reach manda-
tory retirement age next year; his
colleague, Kenneth Grispin, 63, will
retire in 2018.

The Family Division can expect
the retirements by 2021 of Kathryn
Brock, 64, in 2017; Katherine
Dupuis, 61, in 2021; James Hely,
61, in 2021; David Issenman, 65, in
2016, and Thomas J. Walsh, 62, if
re-appointed in 2017, will retire in
2019.

Criminal Division Presiding Judge
Joseph P. Donohue, 60, will retire in
2021.

The remaining judges are, in the
Civil Division, Lisa Chrystal, 55,
William Daniel, 55, and Frederic

Kessler, 58, who was just re-appointed,
and is now tenured.

In the Family Division, Roberto
Alcazar, 59, Robert Kirsch, 44, a
former Federal Judge, and Frederic
McDaniel, 59, remain.

The Criminal Division still has Hon.
Robert Mega, 45, Scott Moynihan, 54,
and Stuart Peim, 59.

The governor’s selections are Mark
Ciarrocca, a former Westfield Repub-
lican councilman, who resigned that
post after being confirmed by the state
Senate Judiciary Committee; Regina
Caulfield, Union County executive
assistant prosecutor of Berkeley
Heights, who also was confirmed, and
Kathi Fiamingo, Republican mayor of
Kenilworth. Mr. Ciarrocca will take
his seat on the court on Tuesday, Au-
gust 2. Ms. Caulfield is expected to
take the oath in the fall.

Mr. Ciarrocca is a graduate of Vir-
ginia Military Institute and Washing-
ton and Lee University School of Law.
He has been a partner at Ciarrocca and
Ciarrocca in Union since 1986. His
expertise lies in insurance, litigation
and real estate. He also worked as a
public defender in Clark and Westfield.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

UC Looks to Red-Light
Cameras to Nab Violators

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Freeholders last Thursday
considered a $150,000 contract for a
county-wide study to evaluate the
best locations to place red-light cam-
eras at intersections.

The cameras are installed on the
top of traffic lights at strategic loca-
tions by towns to record violations at
the intersections. Joseph Graziano,
director of engineering, public works
and facilities, said the purpose of the
study is to produce data that shows
the best intersections to install cam-
eras, which shows motorists running
red lights.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
although only municipalities can in-
stall the red-light cameras, the county
could pay a portion of the costs.

Former state transportation com-
missioner Kris Kolluri, the county’s
traffic consultant, said the study
would include an analysis of 25 inter-
sections.

Mr. Graziano said the data and

analysis would then be shared with
municipalities, noting that the cam-
eras would create another source of
revenue for towns through the issu-
ance of fines to drivers caught run-
ning red lights and committing re-
lated violations.

“I know it is admirable to say that
the revenue attached to it is attractive,
but I think you have an affirmative
obligation at the county to see how
you can [look at] the intersections
from a safety standpoint, especially
those intersections that intersect
county roads,” Mr. Kolluri said.

Freeholder Angel Estrada ques-
tioned why the county was initiating
such a study. “I was just wondering if
we are putting the cart before the
horse because the municipalities, who
I know are very interested overall [in
red-light cameras]…will most likely
do the preliminary [studies],” Mr.
Estrada said. “I know that we share in
the cost of the maintenance and the
pieces associated with [the cameras.]
I just did not know we would be

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GAME DELAY...A lawsuit filed by Scotch Plains residents Sachin and Rajul
Shah against Union Catholic High School over a baseball field has temporarily
put a stop to use of the new turf field. According to a former coach at the school,
the Shahs removed a section of trees in order to install a pool, leaving their home
exposed to foul balls, the issue at the heart of the dispute.
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Village Green Concert Series by Christina Hinke

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WE’RE GETTING THE BAND BACK TOGETHER…Blues Brothers, Sigma Pi
(Lock Haven University, Pa.) fraternity brothers of Leader/Times Sports Editor
Dave Corbin, Dan McIlroy (lead guitar and vocals), Paul Heller (bass guitar) and
Mike Simpson (keyboards) of a rock group once known as The Dayze, perform
at a reunion in Centre Hall, Pa. on July 23.

He served in the Army Reserve from
1986 to 1994 and has been active in
Westfield civic affairs for many years.
Mr. Ciarrocca served on the board of
directors of the Westfield Area “Y”
and volunteered as a coach for PAL
football and the Westfield Baseball
League, as well as Westfield wres-
tling.

Ms. Caulfield is a 1980 graduate of
Seton Hall University, and graduated
Seton Hall Law School, Newark, in
1983. She served as a judicial law
clerk to Judge Charles Villanueva, Law
Division, Criminal Part, from 1983 to
1984. Ms. Caulfield has worked in the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
since 1984, where as trial supervisor
(2002-2010), she supervised a staff of
over 30 assistant prosecutors focusing
on child homicide and domestic vio-
lence cases, amongst others. She is a
trustee of the Union County Bar Asso-
ciation and active in many statewide
professional organizations.

Mayor Fiamingo is a 1976 graduate
of Seton Hall University, South Or-
ange, and a 1979 cum laude graduate
of Seton Hall Law School. She also
earned a Master’s of Taxation Law
degree from New York University. She
began her career as an associate with
Kane & Fiamingo. She had her own
practice from 1989 to 1992 before
becoming a partner in the Morristown
firm of Iaciafano, Fiamingo & Perrone
in 1992. She specializes in estate
planning, administration and probate
matters, as well as commercial real
estate.

Ms. Fiamingo has been the vice-
chairwoman of the Union County
Republican Party since 2004. She also
served as chairwoman of the
Kenilworth GOP Municipal Commit-
tee from 2002 to 2004. Elected to the
Kenilworth Board of Education, she
served from 1995 to 1999. She was
appointed to the Union County Edu-
cational Services Commission in 1998
and served one year. She has been the
mayor of Kenilworth since 2008, pre-
viously serving on the council in 2008
and from 2001 to 2003.

Although State Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21, Westfield) has signed off on
Ms. Fiamingo, State Senators Nicho-
las Scutari (D-22, Linden) and Ray

Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth) have not.
“The committee won’t be recon-

vened until the late fall,” said Chip
Stabile, chief of staff for Sen. Scutari,
who chairs the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee.

Sean Conner, a spokesman for the
governor’s office, said, “Once the gov-
ernor has approved the nomination, it
must go to the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. They conduct the interview
and have final approval.”

Once a nominee is approved, he or
she must sever all ties with law firms
and party affiliations before being
sworn in.

Assignment Judge for the Union
County bench, Karen Cassidy, will
assign the new judges to one of three
divisions: civil, family or criminal.

“There are 20 sitting judges now,
and four vacancies (currently filled by
retired judges brought back to the
bench and judges from other coun-
ties),” Civil Division Manager Sandy
Thaler Gerber said. “All divisions are
backlogged. We just don’t have the
budget. We handled 250 more cases
this year than last year.”

“Terri Paul Bottinelli, a newly ap-
proved Bergen County judge, is al-
ready working in Union County, tem-
porarily, due to our need. Retired
judges have been called in to help out
also. If Judge Cassidy wishes to change
a judge from one division to another,
she must get the approval of the Chief
Justice of the New Jersey Supreme
Court, Stuart Rabiner,” Ms. Gerber
explained.

Bernadette Fiore, case manager of
the Criminal Division, said the new
judges will go through a training pe-
riod, which she called “baby judge
school.”

“It is an introduction to the bench.
Thirty-five hours of courtroom obser-
vance and instruction by experienced
judges, which is followed by a period
of mentoring, which will give them a
strong foundation to begin their new
assignment,” she said.

The new judges will earn $165,000
a year. After seven years on the bench,
a judge must be reappointed by the
Governor and approved by the Senate,
and if approved, he or she will be
tenured.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Superior Court Vacancies

engaged in this [type of] study.”
In response, Mr. Kolluri said, “I

think if you look at it strictly as a
decentralized approach then you’re
perhaps right. But I think the county
has an opportunity to take an holis-
tic view from what’s going on in
traffic and traffic safety” by looking
at all intersections “that are relevant
to you and backed up by data that
show that there’s a need” for red-
light cameras.

“I think a proactive approach to
these things is better than to say
‘let’s wait for someone to take a lead
on [a study,]’” Mr. Kolluri said.

County Manager George
Devanney said he hoped that the
county could assist towns where
applications for cameras “fell short
for one reason or another.”

“Hopefully we can help enhance
an application,” Mr. Devanney said.

The county manager said Eliza-
beth has had red-light camera appli-
cations rejected for four intersec-
tions by the Department of Trans-
portation, including intersections on
Route 1, “whereas Rahway and Lin-
den have had similar intersections
approved.” He said Mountainside
also was turned down for a camera
on Route 22.

Mr. Kolluri emphasized that red-
light cameras should not be seen as
a “power grab” or a “grab for money,”
but instead intended to improve
driver safety.

“I think if the perception is that
this is a great opportunity to make a
lot of money, I think we’ve missed
the point,” Mr. Kolluri said. “Even
during my tenure as
commissioner…the focus has al-

ways been on safety and that should
be the primary concern.”

In other business, Human Services
Director Frank Guzzo requested that
a resolution be put on the agenda for
the freeholder meeting tonight, July
28, to approve $2.5 million in reim-
bursement monies for Union County
jail inmates housed at Delanney and
Logan Halls, facilities that offer ser-
vices to prisoners with substance-
abuse issues who are about to be
released from prison.

Union County, which had ap-
pealed the state’s decision not to
offer any funding this year, was seek-
ing $5 million in reimbursement
fees.

“This represents a very small por-
tion of our costs, but I believe this is
better than receiving nothing,” Mr.
Guzzo told the board. County offi-
cials have also said reimbursement
fees for state inmates at the Union
County jail in Elizabeth have shrunk
from $4 million in 2009 to $1 mil-
lion this year.

Mr. Guzzo said a resolution also
would be on next week’s agenda to
extend the food service contract with
Aramark Correctional Services,
LLC for another month, at $33,500,
for the county’s Juvenile Detention
Center in Linden. He said his de-
partment is in the process of re-
bidding the contract, but the paper-
work is not complete.

He said this would be the second
extension on the contract, noting
that Aramark was previously given
a three-month extension by the board
on its contract. Aramark was given a
one-year contract last summer at a
cost of $563,000.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Initiates Study

Mirabella Discusses Process
For New County Manager

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders was to
begin interviewing candidates this
week to replace retiring County Man-
ager George Devanney.

The county manager is responsible
for an annual budget of just under
$500 million and 2,800 employees
spread across eight departments and
numerous divisions, from human ser-
vices to public safety to parks.

“We have very strong internal can-
didates that we are going to take a
look at initially,” Freeholder Vice-
Chairman Al Mirabella told The
Westfield Leader. He said the suc-
cessful candidate would be someone
“who is willing to carry on the tradi-
tion that this county manager has set
forth.”

Mr. Mirabella said if a candidate is
determined to have the qualities
sought by the freeholders, “we could
act very quickly,” adding that it was
possible that the freeholders could
take action to appoint a manager at
tonight’s regular board meeting.

“We will interview the candidates
that we feel are appropriate,” Mr.
Mirabella said. “And if they come

forward as being interested, then we
will take a long look (at the candi-
date.) That’s my preference, and I
think the preference of the board – to
continue our programs, continue our
strategies, with an internal candidate.”

He said the likely successor to Mr.
Devanney, who has held the job nine
years, will be someone “whose been
around for a while, but has the expe-
rience” to be manager.

“We want someone that we will be
comfortable working with as a board,
that can do the job, and that’s going to
be able to take us down the road,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

He said Mr. Devanney, who previ-
ously was deputy county manager
and headed the economic develop-
ment department, “did a fantastic job
in his tenure as county manager and
he will be sorely missed.”

“He developed leadership within
our ranks and we feel that we will be
able to keep Union County moving
forward (with the selection of a new
manager),” Mr. Mirabella said.

In closing, the freeholder said, “We
are going to take a long look at people
that come forward within the county
and make the right decision for the
people of Union County.”

100 DEGREE HEAT... At a bipartisan event held last Thursday, Democrats
including former Governor Richard Codey and Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow, play a round of golf against Republicans Senator Tom Kean, Jr.  and
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick. The results: a tie after 18 holes.

Courtesy of Ross Wagner
MOVE-ON…About 30 area residents  demonstrated Tuesday morning in front
of 7th District Representative Leonard Lance’s office on North Avenue in
Westfield as part of a national action from move-on.org. They carried signs
reading: “Don’t Destroy The American Dream” and “Compromise, That’s Your
Job.”

Jeanette Baubles

MS BOE Discusses CSA
Replacement, Defers State Aid

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) held its bimonthly meeting
Tuesday evening. Personnel matters
comprised the bulk of the meeting, as
the board and the public discussed the
procedure for replacing Chief School
Administrator (CSA) Jeanette Baubles.

Board President James Ruban an-
nounced Ms. Baubles’ res-
ignation during the board’s
last meeting, as the admin-
istrator herself was not
present. Ms. Baubles also
did not address her resig-
nation during the board’s
meeting Tuesday night.

Video of the announce-
ment may be viewed on the
board’s website, located at
www.mountainsideschools.org/
index.php/boe/boemeet.

The district placed an ad-
vertisement in the Newark
Star-Ledger this past Sunday seeking
candidates for her replacement. Ms.
Baubles also holds the position of prin-
cipal of Beechwood School. It was not
clear if the new hire would assume
those responsibilities as well.

This is the district’s second such
resignation in as many months. As cov-
ered in previous editions of The
Westfield Leader, the district’s Super-
visor of Curriculum and Instruction,
Thomas Conroy, submitted his resig-
nation at the end of the school year.

Concerned members of the public
spoke up regarding suitable replace-
ments with “effective leadership” skills.

The board was in the process of
interviewing candidates for Mr.
Conroy’s position but will now be shift-
ing its priorities, according to Mr.
Ruban.

Saying there was no candidate that
the board “had to move on immedi-
ately,” Mr. Ruban stated the board
would shift its focus to the hiring of a
new CSA.

Regarding the hiring process for a
new CSA, the board discussed the pro-
cedure for interviewing candidates.

Of particular focus was the handling
of confidentially concerns, as several
board members stated some candidates
currently might be employed by other
school districts.

As covered in the June 16 edition of
The Leader, an “intense discussion”
occurred among board members dur-
ing the board’s June 14 meeting re-
garding whether Mr. Conroy was privy
to “sensitive information” that should
have been kept confidential, a claim
that Mr. Conroy vehemently denied. It
was suggested that candidates’ names
and most recent employment positions

should be redacted for this purpose.
Also discussed was the number of

individuals who would be present dur-
ing the interview process. During the
hiring of Deerfield Principal Kimberly
Richards, members of the board in the
form of the Personnel Committee were
joined by members of the Mountainside
Education Foundation (MEF) and the
Mountainside Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion (PTA.) It was announced that in-
terested members of both organiza-

tions who wish to partici-
pate in the interview pro-
cess should contact their
respective administrators.

Daniel Saragnese,
board secretary and school
business administrator for
the district, then provided
a brief report on the
board’s plan for additional
state monies recently pro-
vided to the district.

According to Mr.
Saragnese, the approxi-

mately $144,651 in additional state aid
will be deferred by the district for “fu-
ture tax relief” for either the 2012-
2013 or 2013-2014 school years, on
the “advice from the Department of
Ed[ucation].

“I also received notice this week that
the board will be receiving an addi-
tional $15,660 in transportation aid,”
Mr. Saragnese continued. “Since this
is an unanticipated revenue, this will
also be rolled over at year end and
probably…will offset taxes for 2012-
2013 as well.”

Mr. Saragnese continued his report
with the most recent statistics on the
subscription-bussing program.

Approximately 250 kindergarten
through eighth-grade students, as well
as 250 high-school students, will uti-
lize district transportation. These num-
bers include both subscription- and
mandatory-bussing students.

Due to the reduction of students us-
ing the bussing service, the district
would reduce the number of bussing
“tiers” from three to two, accounting
for a savings of approximately $52,000.

Potentially offsetting these savings
would be possible payments for addi-
tional crossing guards and/or police
officers to maintain safety.

Ms. Baubles and Mr. Saragnese have
met with, and will continue to meet
with, the Mountainside Police Depart-
ment to address these concerns.

In addition, Mr. Saragnese stated
that the cost of the subscription service
would be reduced from $540 to $475
for the service.

The next BOE meeting open to the
public is scheduled for Wednesday, Au-
gust 24, at 7:30 p.m. It will take place at
the Deerfield School’s Media Center.

WF BOE Will Use State Aid
To Rehire, Not Tax Relief

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – In front of a
crowd of parents, members of the
Westfield Board of Education
unanimously approved the hiring
of teachers and other staff at their
meeting held Tuesday evening.

During a presentation given by
Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan, residents learned that,
due to the increased swelling of
enrollment and the new $845,449
in additional state aid, teachers
would be added to the roster for the
upcoming school year for all levels
of education.

For Westfield High School, Ms.
Dolan announced that two teachers
would be added for academic sub-
jects and for electives, in addition
to one physical education teacher.

It also was reported that the high
school would replace old comput-
ers in the school’s technology lab
that Ms. Dolan had noted were
“seven to eight years old.” She said
in recent years there had been bud-
get cuts for technology for the dis-
trict as a whole, “and if it were not
for the Parent-Teacher Organiza-
tions and the Westfield Education
Fund, I don’t know where we would
be with technology.”

At the intermediate level, the su-
perintendent announced that one
counselor would be restored in ad-
dition to another librarian. She said
recently the two intermediate
schools had “to share a librarian.”

In her report, Ms. Dolan also said
the Wilson Elementary School’s
fifth grade having three sections
with enrollment numbers of 27, 27
and 26 “was a concern.” She said
another fifth-grade teacher would
be added, as well as second-grade
teachers for Jefferson, McKinley and
Tamaques Elementary, where enroll-
ment was reported at 25 and 26 stu-
dents in classes.

Last month, dozens of concerned
Tamaques School second-grade par-
ents came to the board of education
meeting looking for class-size relief.

Board Vice-President Richard
Mattessich and BOE member
Mitchell Slater, as well as others,
also were concerned about class size
for the fourth grades at Franklin and
Washington Elementary Schools, as
the numbers indicate 24 and 25 stu-
dents in classrooms.

Board President Julia Walker stated
that the high school next year was
reported to house 1,880 students,
which was described as “the highest
enrollment in 30 years.”

Looking ahead, Ms. Dolan also
reported that as part of the district’s

“priority areas to support was the
Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STEM) pro-
gram.” She said in order for
Westfield students to stay competi-
tive, these areas need updating and
improving.

Board member Mark Friedman
asked how much money it would
cost to hire these teachers. The su-
perintendent stated that it would
cost $150,000 for the intermediate-
school teachers, $187,500 for the
elementary-school teachers and
$225,000 for the high-school teach-
ers. She also stated that the high-
school technology lab would cost
$24,000.

In her report, Ms. Dolan noted
that the additional $845,448 given
on July 13 in state aid helped to
bring in these additions. She noted
that she also wanted to bring about
some tax relief to the town.

Resident Keith Hertell spoke at
the meeting, stating that he would
like to see the $845,448 used to
“reduce the district’s two-million-
dollar debt.” He stated that “reduc-
ing the debt makes the district strong
financially.” He also stated “there
is no research saying that class size
impedes learning. Yes, smaller is
better, but when there is a high
foreclosure rate and the state is in a
financial crisis, I ask for you to
keep an open mind.”

Board member David Finn asked
the board to pass a resolution to
allocate half of the latest state aid to
tax relief. He made a motion to give
$422,720 specifically to tax relief.
Board members such as Ann Cary,
Jane Clancy and Mr. Friedman
stated that they felt allocating a
specific amount at this time was
premature and wanted to keep op-
tions open for tax relief.

“I don’t see any benefit from pass-
ing such a resolution at this point,”
Mr. Friedman stated.

Ms. Walker agreed, stating, “We
are open to further discussions re-
garding tax relief and are not closed
to any options.”

Mr. Finn’s resolution was defeated,
as it received only two votes.

“I want to make sure we are fis-
cally disciplined,” Mr. Finn said. Not
passing the resolution, he stated, was
“the easy way out.”

Mr. Friedman said “not passing the
resolution does not demonstrate that
we don’t have fiscal discipline, but
that we want to gather all the facts
first.”

Board member Rosanne Kurstedt
was not present at the meeting.

The next board meeting will take
place on Tuesday, August 30.
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WTC PROGRESS...Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) speaks with Bill
Baroni, deputy executive director of the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey, during a visit by seven New Jersey legislators to the World Trade Center
site in lower Manhattan on Monday, July 25. Officials expect the first new tower
to be completed by the end of next year.

GROUP EFFORT…Westfield Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst, second
from left, gathered a group of nearly two dozen supporters of his reelection bid
who joined him in running the Westfield 5K Pizza Extravaganza on July 20. He
finished the race in 24:15.

SP-F Tea Party to Host
Meeting with Rep. Lance

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Tea Party (SPFTP)
will host a town hall meeting with
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) on
Wednesday, August 10 from 7 to 9
p.m. The meeting will be held at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located at
820 Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.

On the agenda will be the issue of
the national debt crisis and the need

for a balanced budget. Other issues to
be addressed are healthcare and job
creation. Rep. Lance last addressed
these issues at a SPFTP meeting in
March and will be providing updates.

“Out-of-control government
spending is affecting the quality of
American life and our children’s fu-
ture. Washington continues to kill job
prospects with calls for higher taxes
and more regulation, meanwhile
strangling our ability to utilize do-
mestic energy resources,” according
to a press release from SPFTP.

As a member of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee, Rep.
Lance sits on two subcommittees that
are directly involved in some of the
most pressing issues of the day.

“The SPFTP believes that the in-
formed citizen is the empowered citi-
zen. We periodically provide forums
where citizens can become better edu-
cated about the important issues af-
fecting our country. We believe it is
imperative for citizens to have oppor-
tunities for dialogue with their legis-
lative representatives.

“We encourage all concerned citi-
zens to mark their calendars for
Wednesday, August 10 and to join us
at the Scotch Hills Country Club.
Come and learn more about what the
individual citizen can do to make a
difference. We look forwarding to
seeing you there and be sure to visit
our website at www.spf-teaparty.org,”
according to the SPFTP release.”

Munoz: Dems Misleading
Seniors on State Budget

TRENTON — Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz (R-21, Summit) said it
is time some of the untold facts re-
lated to Governor Chris Christie’s
Fiscal Year 2012 budget related to
senior services be highlighted instead
of the slant portrayed by Democrats.

Asw. Muñoz, who serves on the
Assembly Health and Senior Services
Committee, issued the following
statement regarding last Thursday’s
Budget Committee hearing on senior
citizens services:

“Today, we witnessed a hearing
intended to distort Governor
Christie’s record of supporting the
elderly. One cannot overlook the fact
that Governor Christie increased
funding in the Senior and Disabled
Citizens’ (Property Tax) Freeze pro-
gram by $30 million in order to fund
the real cost of providing additional
property tax relief.

“Checks averaging over $1,200

have already been mailed to over
100,000 recipients who filed valid
applications by June 1. That part of
the story needs to be told. Despite
economically challenging times, the
Governor’s budget also preserves
funding in the Pharmaceutical Assis-
tance to the Aged and Disabled
(PAAP) and Senior Gold programs,
serving over 150,000 low-income
seniors.

“It should also be noted that fund-
ing for Home and Community-Based
Services for Seniors was increased
by almost $48 million, which helps
the elderly who want to transition
from nursing homes back into their
communities with home care support
services.

“All of the facts need to be told.
Failure to acknowledge these com-
mitments in the Governor’s budget to
our seniors is unfair and misleading,”
Asw. Munoz said.

McDermott to Serve
On Benefits Panels

CRANFORD — Governor Chris
Christie has named Cranford resi-
dent Matthew McDermott, former
deputy labor commissioner in the
Christie Whitman Administration, to
the state health benefits plan design
committee and to the school employ-
ees’ health benefits plan design com-
mittee.

Mr. McDermott is the brother of
former Westfield Mayor Greg
McDermott and the son of former
state Senator and ex-Union County
Republican Chairman Frank
McDermott.

These joint employer and employee
plan design committees are respon-
sible for providing plans with at least
three levels of coverage, featuring
varying levels out-of-pocket costs.
The committees also have sole dis-
cretion to set the amounts for maxi-
mums, co-pays, deductibles, and other
such participant costs for each plan.
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Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Summit Police Chief Lucid
Retiring as of July 29

Summit Police Chief Robert Lucid
is retiring on July 29 after 36 years
with the department, the last seven as
chief. He has accepted a job as head
of security at Drew University in
Madison, according an Independent
Press report.

Deputy Chief Paul Kelley will be-
come acting chief until Mayor Jor-
dan Glatt names a new chief after
input from Summit’s Safety Com-
mittee and officials.
Judge Challenges New Pension,

Health Benefits Increases
State Superior Court Judge in

Hudson County, Paul DePascale,
has filed a lawsuit challenging the
inclusion of judges in the state’s
new pension and health benefits
increases for employees as uncon-
stitutional, according to a Star-Led-
ger report.

Pension changes took effect July
1, three days after Governor Chris
Christie signed legislation. The New
Jersey State Bar Association has
also called for repeal of the legisla-
tion.

According to the Ledger, Judge
DePascale, who earns $165,000, ar-
gued in that his  pension paroll de-
ductions would increase by $14,849
to $18,137 in the year 2017.

 In addition, judges who currently
pay 1.5 percent of their salaries to-
ward their health care benefits, will
now pay 35 percent of the premium
cost, increasing contributions $2,475
annually to a maximum of $5,230,
depending on type of coverage.

Passaic Freeholders Opt Not to
Close County Prison in Paterson

The Passaic County Board of
Chosen Freeholders have scrapped
plans to close the county jail in
Paterson and have ended talks with
Essex and Bergen Counties to send
Passaic’s 1,000 inmates to lockups
in those counties, according to The
Record.

The shared service proposal with

Bergen and Essex counties could have
saved millions of dollars and cost
hundreds of jobs, according to press
accounts.

Passaic freeholders told The
Record the decision was spontane-
ous and the result of opposition that
culminated with a rally against clos-
ing the jail. Corrections officers, their
families and residents flooded the
freeholder chamber during a recent
meeting to protest the closing.

Norcross ‘Retires;’ Denies
Pressure from Union Leaders
A week after a handful of public

sector leaders requested his immedi-
ate expulsion as president of the
Southern New Jersey Central Labor
Council (CLC), state Sen. Donald
Norcross (D-5, Camden) has an-
nounced his retirement as president
of the CLC after 16 years.

Leaders with the Communica-
tions Workers of America, Profes-
sional Firefighters Association and
Fraternal Order of Police as well as
Dominick Marino, Professional
Firefighters of New Jersey presi-
dent, and Ed Brannigan, president
of the New Jersey Fraternal Order
of Police, signed a letter to AFL-
CIO President Richard Trumka de-
manding Mr. Norcross’s resigna-
tion.

The letter was said to have been in
response to Sen. Norcross’s resigna-
tion over his yes vote on pension and
benefits reform (S-2937).

Vt. Senator Wants Obama to
Face Primary Challenger

U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders (I-
Vt.) wants a Democrat to run against
President Barack Obama in the 2012
Primary Elections, claiming the Presi-
dent has drifted toward Republican
positions, according to an Associated
Press report.

Sen. Sanders, an Independent,
said Friday that the President is
not living up to his campaign com-
mitments on issues like Social Se-
curity because “no one will stand
up to him.”

Rabies Death Reported
At Overlook Med. Ctr.
SUMMIT — A 73-year-old woman

who tested positive for rabies after
being bitten by a dog in her native Haiti
in April died last week at Overlook
Medical Center in Summit, according
to news reports.  The New Jersey De-
partment of Health and Senior Ser-
vices and the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) are working with Over-
look and the Westfield Regional Health
Department to assess the level of expo-
sure among the patient’s family, health
care workers at the hospital and other
possible contacts.

 The last human rabies infection in
New Jersey occurred in 1997 in War-
ren County.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAYORAL SUPPORT…Former Westfield Mayor Greg McDermott attended
the Arena for Council Campaign kickoff party Monday night at Ferraro’s South
to show support for his brother-in-law, First Ward Councilman Frank Arena,
who is seeking reelection.

Health Bd. Urges Licensing,
Rabies Vaccinations for Pets
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Board of Health met on July 11 and
discussed several including animal-
related issues.

The board reviewed several ani-
mal-related issues, including six re-
cent bite incidents and three court
cases where residents pled guilty and
were fined for failure to obtain a
current dog license. All dogs and cats
in Westfield must be licensed, ac-
cording to Westfield Board of Health
President Lawrence Budnick. License
applications are available at the Of-
fice of the town clerk.

In addition, all dogs and cats must
be vaccinated against rabies since
potential rabies is an on-going con-
cern in the state, Mr. Budnick said.
The BOA holds free rabies vaccina-
tion clinics throughout the year.

The board also addressed its con-
cerns with exterior sanding of homes

that may have lead paint and the need
to protect children from possible ex-
posure to lead. The board agreed that
all exterior sanding must be done us-
ing a HEPA (High-Efficiency Particu-
late) Air filtration system and be re-
viewed by the Westfield Health De-
partment. Anyone who sees a house
being sanded without apparent dust
controls is asked to contact Ken Pincus
at (908) 789-4070, extension 4072.

The board also discussed estab-
lishments that perform permanent
cosmetic work, e.g., tattoo establish-
ments. “Their operations must be re-
viewed by the department to ensure
proper infection control and preven-
tion,” Mr. Budnick said.

In other business, it was noted that
the Board of Health provides free
vaccinations including vaccines
against meningitis, pneumonia, hu-
man papilloma virus and tetanus,
diphtheria and pertussis (whooping
cough). In addition, several health
screenings are planned, the next of
which is a cholesterol screening on
Friday, September 16, from 10 a.m.
to noon. Pre-registration is required.
More information about the vaccina-
tions and screenings is available from
Laura Scanlon, public health nursing
supervisor, at (908) 789-4070, exten-
sion 4074.
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FLOWING FREELY…The process of removing Calco Dam in Bridgewater, the
first of three dams being removed, started this week. That project, being carried
out and financed by the El Paso Corporation under the terms of an agreement
secured earlier this year by the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP),
should be done in two weeks. The project will open up a large segment of the
Raritan River for fish spawning.

Work Begins on Removal of
Three Raritan River Dams

TRENTON - The removal of the
first of three dams from the Raritan
River in Somerset County that will
open up a 10-mile stretch of the middle
and upper portions of the river to fish
migration for the first time in more
than a century has begun, New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) Commissioner Bob
Martin said.

The project is being carried out and
financed by the El Paso Corp. under
the terms of an agreement secured
earlier this year by the DEP that will
open up a large segment of the Raritan
River for fish spawning. This is com-
pensation to the public for harm to
natural resources caused by past pol-
lution at a refinery and three polymer
plants that were operated by or affili-
ated with the El Paso Corp.

The first of the dams being re-
moved starting this week is the Calco
Dam in Bridgewater. That project
should be done in two weeks, and
removal of all three dams is expected
to be completed by the fall.

“This is part of a continuing effort
by the [Governor Chris] Christie Ad-
ministration to protect and improve
the quality of waters in New Jersey,
and includes a DEP focus on water
quality issues regarding the Raritan
River,’’ Commissioner Martin said.
“The removal work getting underway
this week will result in a significant
environmental improvement to the
Raritan River, making this a valuable
habitat for fish spawning, improving
overall environmental conditions in
the river system, and expanding recre-
ational opportunities.”

“Removing these dams will make
it easier for kayakers and canoeists to
use this river, and for outdoors enthu-
siasts to enjoy a river that is undergo-
ing a steady ecological comeback,’’
added Amy Cradic, assistant com-
missioner for natural and historic re-
sources. “This is a major win for the
environment, allowing the reopening
of these spawning areas which will
help restore balance to the estuary.”

Dam removal will open up 10 miles
of migratory fish habitat along a
stretch of the Raritan that twists
through a highly diverse residential,
commercial and agricultural portion
of Somerset County that includes
Bridgewater, Bound Brook,
Somerville and Manville. It also will
open up about 17 miles of tributaries,
including the Millstone River, to
spawning. None of the dams were
built for flood control.

The dams to be removed are: Calco
Dam, located at river mile 20.9 and
built by the Calco Chemical Co. in
1938 to disperse chemicals from its
facility. The dam is essentially a large
concrete pipe spanning the river that

today carries and disperses wastewa-
ter into the river for the Somerset
Raritan Valley Sewerage Authority.
The authority has constructed a new
outfall that will be operational shortly.

 The Nevius Street Dam, located at
river mile 27 and constructed of rocks
and mortar in 1901 for aesthetic pur-
poses and later retrofitted to provide
water to ponds on the Duke estate.
The DEP and El Paso are working on
a plan to ensure the river continues to
feed water to these ponds after the
dam is removed.

The Robert Street Dam is a six-and-
a-half-foot-high sheet piling and con-
crete dam located at river mile 27.9
and constructed prior to 1930 for pur-
poses that are not known today.

Species to benefit most from the
removal of the dams are American
shad, American eel, herring, and
striped bass, which once migrated in
prodigious numbers through the grav-
elly shallows of the Upper Raritan.
Better water flow also will improve
flushing of sediments, reduce nutri-
ent loadings and improve conditions
for tiny aquatic organisms that are
critical to the food web in the river
system, according to DEP officials.

The settlement with El Paso re-
solved Natural Resource Damage
claims made by the DEP against the
Houston-based company that
stemmed from contamination at
EPEC Polymers Inc. in Flemington,
Hunterdon County; Nuodex Inc. in
Woodbridge, Middlesex County;
EPEC Polymers Inc. in Burlington
City, Burlington County; and the
Eagle Point Refinery in West
Deptford, Gloucester County. Inves-
tigations and/or cleanups are under
way at those sites.

The DEP uses funds secured from
Natural Resource Damage settle-
ments toward ecological restoration
projects, typically in the same water-
shed or general area where resource
damages occur.

For a copy of the settlement agree-
ment, visit www.nj.gov/dep/docs/
elpaso-nrd-settlement.pdf. For more
information on the DEP’s Office of
Natural Resource Restoration, visit
www.nj.gov/dep/nrr/.
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Two River Bank Reports Earnings
MIDDLETOWN — Community Part-

ners Bancorp, the parent company of
Two River Community Bank Monday
announced results for the quarter ended
June 30, 2011.

For the quarter ended June 30, 2011,
the Company reported net income avail-
able to common shareholders of $935,000,
or $0.12 per diluted share, compared to
$695,000, or $0.09 per diluted share, for
the same period in 2010, an increase of
$240,000, or 34.5 percent. On a linked
quarter basis, second quarter 2011 net
income available to common sharehold-
ers increased $155,000, or 19.9 percent,
from first quarter 2011 results. All share
and per share data for all referenced re-
porting periods have been adjusted for
the 5 percent stock dividend paid on
October 22, 2010 to shareholders of record
as of September 24, 2010.

For the six months ended June 30,
2011, the company reported net income
available to common shareholders of $1.7
million, or $0.22 per diluted share, an
increase of $530,000, or 44.7 percent,
over the $1.2 million, or $0.16 per diluted
share, reported for the same period in
2010.

Total assets as of June 30, 2011 were
$676.8 million, compared with $636.8
million at December 31, 2010. Total loans
at June 30, 2011 were $520.4 million,
compared with $513.0 million at Decem-
ber 31, 2010, and total deposits at June
30, 2011 were $561.0 million, compared
with $524.5 million at December 31,
2010.

William Moss, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer stated, “We continue to be
pleased with the earnings momentum we
have achieved so far this year but remain
cautiously optimistic for the second half
of 2011 in this challenging economy. Our
focus on relationship building is evi-

denced in our strong quarterly growth in
core checking accounts. Loans, even
though relatively unchanged from March
31, 2011, are up $7.4 million, or 1.5
percent from year-end 2010. Our SBA
loan program has proven to be successful
and now provides an additional means by
which we can meet the borrowing needs
of customers in our marketplace. Also,
we liquidated three OREO properties to-
taling $895,000 for a pre-tax net gain of
$305,000 during the quarter. The recov-
ery realized on the sale of these properties
reflects our credit culture and conserva-
tive underwriting standards.”

The company maintained capital ra-
tios in the second quarter of 2011 that
were in excess of regulatory standards for
well-capitalized institutions. At June 30,
2011, Community Partners Bancorp’s
Tier 1 capital to average assets ratio was
9.76 percent, Tier 1 capital to risk-
weighted assets ratio was 11.44 percent
and total capital to risk-weighted assets
ratio was 12.67 percent. These ratios con-
tinued to improve compared to the
company’s capital ratios at December 31,
2010.

Did  You Know?
Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s

administration last month posted the
salaries of all city employees totaling
$2.5 billion to a public website, ac-
cording to ABC News. Twenty-four
hundred of Chicago’s 34,219 workers
make $100,000 or more annually. At
$260,000, Superintendent of Police
Gary McCarthy is the highest paid
employee followed by Mayor Emanuel
at $216,210 and  Fire Commissioner
Robert Hoff at $202,728.

Kean Calls for
Education Bills

WESTFIELD — Senate Minority
Leader and Education Committee mem-
ber Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) has
called on Senate leadership to allow de-
bate and votes on legislation to increse
accountability and innovation in New
Jersey public schools.

“Proper funding of education for every
school district in New Jersey is impor-
tant, but funding alone doesn’t get results
for our children,” Sen. Kean said.

“If money alone were the answer, New
Jersey’s inner cities would have the high-
est graduation rates, test scores, and edu-
cational outcomes of any district in
America because they spend more per
student than almost anywhere in the na-
tion. Innovation and accountability, cur-
rently lacking in our public school sys-
tem, is key to making every dollar we
spend on education work better for stu-
dents in every school district, regardless
of economic status.”

10th Annual Downtown Westfield
5K Run and Pizza Extravaganza

WESTFIELD - Downtown
Westfield Corporation held the 10th
Annual Downtown Westfield 5K
and Pizza Extravaganza on July 20.
Despite the heat, almost 2,500 run-
ners participated as thousands of
spectators cheered them on. It drew
people from over 240 towns in the
State of New Jersey and as far away
as New Mexico, Colorado and Cali-
fornia.

Many runners, personnel, sponsors,
volunteers and residents supported the
event. Awards were given out to the
top male and female finishers in each
five-year age group (10 and under to
80 and over) and to the overall top
finishers. First place this year went to
DJ Thornton, 19, of Rahway and a
sales associate of The Running Com-
pany of Westfield, with a finish time
of 15:51.

The Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) thanks the following busi-
nesses and organizations for sponsor-
ing this year’s race: Trinitas Regional
Medical Center, Stop & Shop, Hori-
zon Blue Cross Blue Shield, Overlook
Medical Center, Wells Fargo Advi-
sors, Shop-Rite of Garwood, The Al-
ternative Press.com, Drew& Rogers,
Castle Bootery, Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group, UBS Financial Ser-
vices, Jag Physical Therapy, Elegant
Homes by Ralph Rapuano, PSE&G,
State Farm Insurance Christine
Consenza Agency, Capital One, Tho-
mas Burns, DMD and Creative Dental
Care.

Mark Zenobia and staff of On Your
Mark Productions  directed the event.
Approximately 100 volunteers, or-
ganized by Meg Mehorter, contrib-
uted their time on race day. Also
assisting were DWC staff Sherry

Cronin, Beth Brenner, Jamie
Lemberg, Courtney Nemec, and Sa-
rah Hoffman as well as the Westfield
Area Y, Westfield Girl Scout Coun-
cil,  Westfield Jaycees, Town of
Westfield, the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment, the Westfield Department of
Public Works, the Westfield Police
Department, and the Westfield Res-
cue Squad. The Michael Craig Band
entertained everyone at the post-race
gathering on Quimby Street, D.J.
Night Moves provided the music and
sound system, and Ferraro’s,
Cosimo’s and Casa di Pizza made
650 pizzas at a discounted rate.

In addition, the following busi-
nesses and organizations provided
prizes: Aerosoles, Alan’s Orchard,
Ana Beall’s Tea Room, Bovella’s
Pastry Shoppe, Casa di Pizza,
Cosimo’s Restaurant and Pizzeria,
Digiplex Destinations/Rialto, The
Farmhouse Store, HomeMade Pizza
Co., Learning Express Toys of
Westfield, Limani Seafood Grill,
Rita’s of Westfield, Rockn’ Joe Cof-
feehouse and Bistro, Sole Fine Ital-
ian Shoes, Staples, Tamar Jewelry,
The Running Company, The Town
Book Store, Trader Joe’s, Westfield
Fitness Studio, and Xocolatz.

For the latest happenings, see
www.WestfieldToday.com.

Household Hazardous
Waste Collection 8/6
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Saturday, Au-

gust 6, Union County residents can get rid
of household chemicals, fireworks, am-
munition, mercury thermostats, pro-
pane tanks, and car tires in an environ-
mentally safe manner. The collection will
take place from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
parking lot at the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools, located at 1776
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains. Pre-regis-
tration is not required.

A complete list of materials that will be
accepted on August 6 is available at
www.ucnj.org/recycle. For information
about fireworks and ammunition, please
call the Union County Police at (908)
654-9800.

The household hazardous waste col-
lection will be held rain or shine. Proof of
Union County residency is required. For
more information,  call the Recycling
Hotline at (908) 654-9889.
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Letters to
the Editor

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, Bd. Chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Regarding Your Article
Last Week on Graffiti

Ms. Scanlon Thanked
For Filling MCUA Slot

Editor’s Note: The following is a
copy of letter sent to Union County
Freeholder Chairwoman Deborah
Scanlon.

*****
I want to thank you for taking

prompt action on my letter of April
25, 2011 advising you of the long-
term vacancy of the Union County
seat on the Middlesex County Utili-
ties Authority (MCUA) Board of
Commissioners.

I appreciate that you have appointed
Freeholder Linda Carter to the board,
especially as Plainfield pays millions
of dollars in fees for wastewater treat-
ment services to the MCUA. I am
sure she will watch out for the inter-
ests of Fanwood and Scotch Plains,
which also participate in the Plainfield
Area Regional Sewage Authority
(PARSA).

Joseph Britt
Fanwood

Candidate for Mayor

BOE Squandered an Opportunity to
Recast Itself as Fiscally Prudent

Neighbors, Fanwood PD, FD Thanked
For Quick Response to Yard Fire

Library Item on Bills is Not A New Tax
But A Change in How Tax Bill Looks

Any Refund Would Be
Valuable to Taxpayers
I am compelled to comment on

Board of Education President Julia
Walker’s opinion, reported in last
week’s Leader article, “Westfield
Rejects Tax Relief.” During the BOE
debate over whether to spend or re-
bate to taxpayers $846,000 state aid
granted to Westfield schools, she
stated that $86 returned to taxpayers
would be of little meaning. A tax
refund of that size would be of great
symbolic and modestly substantive
importance.

Many taxpayers feel we are taxed
more than can be justified by the
spending practices, pattern and atti-
tude of those in control of the public
purse. I know the BOE works hard to
keep costs down. Ms. Walker missed
an opportunity to send a hopeful
message. For families residing in
Westfield, one dollar means some-
thing. What got us here to Westfield
in the first place?

Robert Nehring
Westfield

Famous and Infamous Overshadow
Those Truly Needing Our Attention

In August, when Garwood’s resi-
dents receive their third quarter prop-
erty tax bill, they may see a new tax
line for Public Library Tax. Is this a
new tax? Absolutely not! It is just a
change in the way your tax bill looks.

For towns with municipal or joint
libraries, the minimum funding re-
quirement of 1/3 mill library opera-
tions tax levy has been in effect since
1884. Until this year, appropriations
for these types of libraries were in-
cluded within the municipal tax rate.
This was different for towns within a
county library system, which have
always had a separate library tax to
support library operations. To ensure
fiscal parity among municipalities
that support a local or joint library
and those that support a county li-
brary, on March 21, 2011, Governor
Chris Christie enacted P.L. 2011, c.
38 (S-2068). The law provides a dedi-
cated line item on the property tax
bill for the minimum funding to mu-
nicipal and joint free public libraries.

The Board of Trustees of the Li-
brary and the staff want you to know
that this is in no way a tax increase,
but only a change to the way your tax

bill looks. This change reduces the
municipal tax levy and rate, and cre-
ates a new line item on the tax bill for
library purposes. Now all state resi-
dents that support a public library
will clearly see the cost of the library
on their property tax bills.

This new law simply provides a
dedicated line item on the property
tax bill to collect this minimum fund-
ing. It provides for more transpar-
ency in library funding and creates
equity for municipalities supporting
county, municipal and joint libraries
as all will be displayed similarly on
the tax bill. This change does not
result in any increased taxes, nor does
it change existing financial, opera-
tional, personnel, or other relation-
ships between a municipality and the
library.

More information about this new
law can be found at njla.org/state-
ments/municipaltax_faq.pdf

For more information contact Pat
Tumulty, executive director, New Jer-
sey Library Association, (609) 394-
8032.

Carol Lombardo
Director Garwood Library

Last Thursday we were blessed by
many people in our small commu-
nity. I would like to publicly thank
the Fanwood Police Department, the
Fanwood Fire Department and our
wonderful neighbors for their quick
actions that stopped a possible trag-
edy.

A contractor was working in our
next-door neighbors yard using ac-
etone, stain and rags. When they were
done for the day, they placed them
next to a wood fence that is only a few
feet away from our house. Due to the
warm, dry weather these rags sponta-
neously combusted and caught fire.

Our neighbor across the street and
her husband were out gardening and
saw the fire. They immediately ran
for help. First to arrive at our home
was the Fanwood Police Department.

They used fire extinguishers they
carry in their cars to put out the fire.
The fire burned through the fencing
catching our bushes on fire, which
were only a few feet away from our
porch roof. The Fanwood Fire De-
partment arrived shortly after and
finished putting the fire out.

Needless to say, we were truly
blessed that this fire was caught early.
Words cannot express our apprecia-
tion to all the people who acted so
quickly to help put this small and
preventable fire out. We have such
caring and dedicated people living,
working and volunteering in this com-
munity.

Thank you!
The Drewes Family

Fanwood

Yes, it was another “typical” deci-
sion by our board of education to
spend more of our money with little
regard to the Westfield taxpayer. I
was extremely disappointed in the
decision by seven of the nine elected
officials who voted not to offset prop-
erty tax, but instead to line the coffers
of the 2011-2012 school budget.

The stated rationale used to come
to the decision was unbelievable. As
quoted in The Westfield Leader, “$86
to taxpayers would be of little relief,”
so why do it. I guess it’s better to
offset student-activity fees for a small
portion of the community instead of
giving everyone a break. Or maybe
we should spend it on “transition
professionals” (whatever that is),
custodians or supplies. Another ex-
cuse that was used was “we gave
money back to the taxpayer before
and got no credit for it.” Wow, how
can you argue with that logic?

To compound the poor decision
even further, all of the money is being
spent in 2011-2012. Now that’s a
great plan. New Jersey is in such
great shape that we can count on full
funding for the “out” years. Who
knows what the school funding for-
mula will be for the next several
years. Forget about the future – spend
it NOW, we’ll keep increasing the
school budget and property taxes. I
guess by raising the school budget by
a small percentage each year, no one
will notice.

The BOE is a representative body
with responsibility to the community
at-large; they are stewards not only of
our tax dollars, but of our trust. With
its decision the BOE has squandered
an opportunity to recast itself as fis-
cally prudent and worthy of that trust.

Tony DelDuca
Westfield

Nearly everybody is talking about
the future of Rupert Murdoch, Presi-
dent Obama, Sarah Palin, Michele
Bachmann, Mitt Romney and Britney
Spears, among other well-known
people.

Who is talking about the
10,000,000-plus people in Somalia,
Kenya, Ethiopia and Djibouti in Horn
of Africa who are suffering from the
worst drought in 60 years? The United
Nations, which has just declared fam-
ine in parts of Somalia, reported that
tens of thousands of Somalis have
died from the famine.

How nice to wonder whether Mr.
Murdoch will survive the phone hack-
ing scandal or whether Casey An-
thony was really guilty of killing her
young daughter or whether Governor
Christie will be persuaded to run for

President or whether…
But that more than 30 percent of

the children in the famine areas suf-
fer from the acute malnutrition, which
kills two children per ten thousand, is
so less important to the news media
and to the public.

Fran Equizza, a regional director at
Oxfam, one of the world’s largest aid
organizations, said, “There has been
a catastrophic breakdown of the
world’s collective responsibility.”

Apparently, famine and death do
not hold a candle to such “important
news” as Derek Jeter hitting his
3,000th ball or so and so winning on
“American Idol” and “Dancing with
the Stars.”

Where is our humanity?
Stephen Schoeman

Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Triddler – A species of sandpiper
2. Pistareen – Concerned with petty

affairs
3. Lallation – Imperfect pronunciation

of the letter “R” making it sound like “L”
4. Miniate – To paint with red lead

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SAGENE
1. Wise; intelligent
2. A fish net
3. Refined; reserved
4. Of or like an arrow or arrowhead

ASTRAGALUS
1. Faulty secretion by the sebaceous

glands
2. The anklebone
3. The act of binding fast, or confining
4. Relating to the genesis or evolution

of the stars
DEXIOTROPIC

1. Having whorls that rise to the apex
in counterclockwise spirals

2. Readiness of mind in managing op-
erations; mental adroitness

3. Turning or turned to the right
4. Pertaining to the east coast of a

country, continent or large island
PERKIN

1. A kind of weak cider
2. A closely woven cotton cloth, used

for sheets
3. The common European partridge
4. An expert; specifically, a skilled

theologian used as a consultant

It’s Time to Cut Up Nation’s Credit
Cards and Start Reducing Our Debt
I am getting tired of President

Obama and Speaker Boehner fight-
ing over spending and increasing the
national debt. They remind me of an
8-year-old-boy who came home with
a black eye. His mother asked what
happened, the boy replied, “It all
started when he hit me back.” It is
time for both Democrats and Repub-
licans to stop acting like a bunch of
kids and remember they hold the
American peoples future in their

hands.
 It is time to cut up the nation’s

credit cards and begin living within
our means. It can’t be done over-
night, but it is time to start. Reduce
the current deficit amount by 5 per-
cent a year, “no exceptions” and
“every” budget item by 3 percent a
year while limiting all federal salary
and benefit increases to the same
amount as the cost of living increase
for Social Security. It is time to lead
by example and stop posturing for
the best position for the November
2012 elections.

Tom Lienhard
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

County Should Seek Professional,
Not Political-Minded Manager

Decades of Energy and Economic
Opportunity in Our Backyard

Now that George Devanney has announced he is
retiring as county manager as of August 1, the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders has an oppor-
tunity to take the time and interview qualified candi-
dates for this key management post, as opposed to
ramming through a candidate with political ties.

Given that this person is in charge of a nearly $500-
million budget and a workforce of 2,800, in our
opinion, this position needs to be publicly advertised
and not done behind closed doors, as was the case
with the hiring of new finance director Bibi Taylor
upon the retirement of Lawrence Caroselli.

The last three managers – Mr. Devanney, Michael
Lapolla and Ann Baran – were all county employees
prior to being named manager. Ms. Baran was direc-
tor of human services prior to her being named
manager in 1990. Although a Democratic board
promoted her to manager, a Republican majority
board opted to keep her in place a few years later. A
former Democratic freeholder in the 1980s, Mr.
Lapolla was first assistant prosecutor when he was
named manager in 1997. Mr. Devanney, the nephew
of Democratic state Senator Ray Lesniak, was hired
to head a newly-created economic development de-
partment at the county in 1997 prior to his ascension
to manager in 2002.

Ms. Baran is the type of individual, we believe,
best suited to be manager. She was apolitical and had
strong management skills. While she tried to run the
county like a business by keeping spending and taxes
under control, her long career in human services
taught her that the county’s programs for the poor,
disabled and seniors were a key part of what govern-
ment is all about. She is the only woman to hold the
office to date.

Under Mr. Lapolla’s leadership, the percentage of

taxes as it relates to total spending fell below 50
percent; it has risen today to close to 60 percent of
total county revenues.

In our opinion, it is critical that the next manager
not only understands the workings of county govern-
ment, but also how the tax structure works and
impacts residents in all 21 municipalities, not just
the cities.

Freeholder Vice-Chairman Al Mirabella has said
the board intends to look within its ranks to fill the
manager vacancy. If that is true, we encourage the
board to interview several candidates and not rush
through this process. While there are eight depart-
ment directors and a host of division heads in the
county government structure, in our view, there are
only a few that have qualifications for county man-
ager.

We sincerely hope the next manager does not have
any political ties to either the Democratic or Repub-
lican Parties and, instead, focuses on keeping spend-
ing and taxes under control while maintaining the
vital programs county residents look for, such as
Runnells Specialized Hospital, Paratransit and so-
cial services.

With Mr. Devanney and Deputy County Manager
Elizabeth Genievich both leaving (Ms. Genievich is
retiring effective February 2012), the structure of
county management will change.

We strongly encourage the board to keep the
public, including mayors and council members
countywide, fully involved in this process, by an-
nouncing the list of qualifications for this job before
beginning the interview process. The last two man-
agers were announced after the fact, with little to no
outside input.

Hopefully, that process changes this time around.

Why are New Jersey lawmakers opposed to hy-
draulic fracturing for producing natural gas, devel-
oping real opportunities for energy independence
while creating jobs? Why are they even involved?

New Jersey lawmakers last month overwhelm-
ingly passed legislation that would ban the practice
of hydraulic fracturing, whereby millions of gallons
of water and sand are blasted underground to break
apart rock to release natural gas.

According to Delaware River Water Basin Com-
mission, the bulk of the drilling is occurring in
northeastern Pennsylvania and southern New York
and is targeting natural gas in the Marcellus shale
formation.

The initial well in the Utica formation in Pennsyl-
vania is said to have produced 4.4 million cubic feet
of natural gas a day this past February. To date, 2,864
wells in Pennsylvania have been drilled in the
Marcellus shale since 2008. “Marcellus may hold
490 trillion cubic feet of gas, enough to heat U.S.
homes and power electric plants for two decades,”
according to a Bloomberg News report.

If Governor Chris Christie signs the legislation,
New Jersey would become the first state in the nation
to ban the practice. New Jersey’s legislation (S-
2576) defines fracking as a “drilling technique of
expanding existing fractures or creating new frac-
tures in rock by injecting water, often with chemi-
cals, sand, or other substances, and often under
pressure, into or underneath the surface of the rock
for purposes including, but not necessarily limited
to, well drilling and natural gas exploration and
production.” The bill’s cites a June 2010 incident of
an uncontrolled release of many gallons of contami-
nated water and natural gas from a hydraulic fractur-
ing drill site in Clearfield County, Pa.

The fracking ban has been supported by our local
lawmakers, Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (both R-21, Westfield), in state-
ments to this newspaper (see page 3, July 14, 2011)
as well as Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22,
Scotch Plains), who is one of the co-sponsors on the
legislation.

The concern in New Jersey is that drilling along the
Delaware River could harm the drinking water sup-
ply this watershed produces for 15 million people
living in New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and
Delaware. The Delaware River Basin Commission
(DRSC), the agency, which manages the watershed,
is developing guidelines on fracking. The Delaware

produces a quarter of New Jersey’s drinking water.
The DRSC has drafted regulations it says are

aimed at protecting “the water resources of the
Delaware River Basin during the construction and
operation of natural gas development projects.” “The
draft regulations establish requirements to prevent,
reduce, or mitigate depletion and degradation of
surface and groundwater resources,” the DRSC said.

“New horizontal drilling and extraction methods,
coupled with higher energy costs, have given energy
companies reason to take a new interest in mining
the natural gas deposits within the Marcellus Shale,”
according to the DRSC.

Pennsylvania is looking to become one of the top
producers of natural gas through fracking while in
New York former Governor David Paterson placed a
temporary moratorium on fracking after initially
vetoing legislation that called for a ban of the prac-
tice.

The New Jersey Department of Protection (DEP)
is closely monitoring DRSC to ensure that the qual-
ity of the Delaware’s drinking water remains intact.

Why New Jersey lawmakers are getting into this
discussion is a mystery as the Garden State does not
produce any natural gas. The regulating agency here
is the DRSC, not legislatures from the four-state
basin. The DRSC with input from the DEP is respon-
sible for producing the necessary safeguards to main-
tain the quality of our drinking water.

At a time when the United States is looking to
become energy independent, fracking seems to be a
major step in the right direction. It will also produce
jobs throughout the region during a time of high
unemployment and struggling economies.

Shouldn’t New Jersey look to the benefits from
fracking and invest in its correct implementation —
rather than unilaterally opposing this key source of
energy that is made right here in America — and in
neighboring states nonetheless?

Spending tax dollars here while creating Ameri-
can jobs is preferable to propping up losing solar
energy programs that buy equipment made in
China.

By the way, how do you turn off solar panels on an
office building should a fire occur? National fire
safety experts and firefighters don’t have an answer.
We favor solar panels if economic, if done correctly,
and if made in America. Along with that, we favor
investing in our own energy engineering and eco-
nomic infrastructure.

See more letters on page 5
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New Westfield Councilman Mark
LoGrippo Invites Public Input

I wish to take this opportunity to
introduce myself to you as I was
recently sworn-in as your Council-
man [Westfield]. I am fill-
ing the seat vacated by
former Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca who was
nominated and confirmed
as a Superior Court judge.
I wish Mark much suc-
cess in this appointment,
and I am ready to assume
the responsibility of serv-
ing the Third Ward in his
seat.

My wife, Maria and I
are grateful to reside in
Westfield where we are
raising our two children, Francesco
and Gemma. In the upcoming months,
I will be visiting your homes and
neighborhoods to hear from you re-
garding your thoughts. It is important
to me that I hear what’s on your mind
as I begin the role of representing you

on town council.
I am grateful for the opportunity to

serve as your councilman, working
alongside our Mayor,
Andy Skibitsky, town
council members and
Westfield’s public em-
ployees. I am committed
to working hard on your
behalf and to continue the
strong tradition of solid
leadership demonstrated
by Councilman Ciarrocca
in his representation of the
Third Ward.

I encourage you to con-
tact me with any ques-
tions, comments or sug-

gestions via e-mail,
mlogrippo@westfieldnj.gov, or my
home phone, (908) 232 0822. Again,
thank you for your time and I look
forward to hearing from you.

Mark LoGrippo
Councilman, Ward 3

Westfield BOE Should Use $800 K
To Pay Off District’s $2.1-Mil. Debt

AFL-CIO’s
Non Endorsement

A Disgrace
The New Jersey Building and Con-

struction Trades Council (NJBCTC) has
made its choices of candidates we will
ask our members to support this No-
vember. These are candidates who have
spent their lives and careers advancing
the labor movement, and who have made
New Jersey one of the nation’s most
pro-labor states.

Now, unions within the N.J. State
AFL-CIO will seek to use one vote to
discredit and dismiss the entire pro-
labor lives of many of these excellent
candidates. We will not let that happen.

New Jersey’s building trades are proud
to stand with Senate President Steve
Sweeney, Senator Donald Norcross, As-
semblyman John Amodeo and the many
other worthy candidates who did not
follow the N.J. State AFL-CIO’s wishes
on one issue. If the N.J. State AFL-CIO
is going to let one vote dictate who is
and who is not going to get their en-
dorsement, the Building and Construc-
tion Trades Council unanimously have
agreed to continue to stand together and
walk out of their convention alongside
our Building Trades legislators. We will
not stand idly by and watch the N.J.
State AFL-CIO do what we have fought
a lifetime against — endorse on one
vote.

Our 150,000 members know who is
on their side. We recognize that being
pro-labor is about a lifetime of dedica-
tion on a broad range of issues impor-
tant to our livelihoods, our members,

Editor’s Note: Mr. Hertell read this
letter at Tuesday’s Westfield Board of
Education meeting.

*****
I rise this evening, to address a

conversation among board members,
regarding how best to “utilize”
$800,000 of returned financial aid to
the district. There have been clearly
some worthwhile suggestions, and
my purpose is not to moralize one
way or the other, on the heretofore
suggestions, but rather to offer an-
other option for your consideration.

This option would be to use all or a
substantial part of the “found money”
to reduce the district’s $2.1-million
debt. If not all the money is used to
reduce the debt, then certainly a por-
tion could/should be used for one-

time projects. Reducing our debt
immediately accomplishes the fol-
lowing: it is tax relief for the entire
community, it puts the district in a
stronger financial position (paren-
thetically, there are those that would
argue schools districts should not have
any debt), and, it reflects a return of
4+percent on our money, (the amount
of the interest rate). Yes, there are
those that argue we need additional
teachers, custodians, librarians, guid-
ance counselors, etc. and that may
very well be true. However, it is im-
portant to look at the projections for
financial support for those additions
going into the next five years.

Those costs will all be increasing
at a rate that could very well be larger
than any additional state “givebacks,”
if there are any “givebacks” in the
future at all! The result will be, by
definition, a tax increase. In my view,
we are “playing with fire” and other
people’s money when decisions are
made to spend without a clear plan on
how the expenses will be funded go-
ing forward. By the way, there is
absolutely no credible research that
supports the argument that class sizes
between 18 and 25 impede in any
way shape or form the learning pro-
cess of students. I’m sure you all
already know this.

As a community, we are all experi-
encing a continuing downward trend
in real estate values, potential unem-
ployment of our residents, and inven-
tories at historic high levels, both in
the rental markets and homes, high
foreclosure rates, and, an unprec-
edented awareness of the financial
crisis of this state.

Therefore, I urge the board to con-
sider with open minds the aforemen-
tioned option of reducing the district’s
debt, thereby giving the community
an immediate tax relief. Keep in mind
that reducing the debt is a great way
to permanently reduce costs and there-
fore taxes forever, not just one year!

Keith Hertell
Westfield

NO OTHER BUILDER

HAS MORE

Award

PROJECTS

IN WESTFIELD, NJ

THAN SIMPSONS BUILDERS

“There’s a reason why”

Todd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson Annis

908-232-6380 • www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Winning

 
The Westfield Memorial Library presents 

“Birds of Prey” 
Have a close encounter with a raptor 

 Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL cardholders. 

Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on 

Online Calendar, or call 
908.789.4090 x7951 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 
550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

Would you like to see a 
golden eagle, peregrine falcon or saw-whet owl? 
Bill Streeter, Director of the Delaware Valley Rap-
tor Center teaches us all about these birds of prey. 
You’ll see six live raptors and spend a magical hour 
gaining a greater knowledge and appreciation of 
the raptors of the northeast.  No children under 
7, please.  

Saturday, August 6 
10:30 am 

Why Hasn’t NJEA
Been Paying Its Taxes?

The New Jersey Education Asso-
ciation  (NJEA) – the government-
sector union which constantly calls
for even more confiscation by gov-
ernment of your hard-earned income
– has not paid its own taxes. An
investigation, primarily conducted by
the non-profit, non-partisan Educa-
tion Action Foundation, reveals the
existance of a lien showing that the
NJEA owes $56,730 in back taxes
going all the way back to 2005.

The NJEA constantly yells for
higher tax rates on you and your
loved ones, but has refused for years
and years to fully pay its own taxes!
Leftist – socialist – ideology neces-
sarily involves anti-reality beliefs and
hypocrisy, and the NJEA is no excep-
tion.

Mark Kalinowski
Clifton

Abortion Supporters Should Make
Donations Out of Their Own PocketsLetters to the Editor
The recent veto by New Jersey

Governor Chris Christie with regard
to funding organizations and groups
that support abortion-rights was
called “disgusting” and “mean-spir-
ited” by some in the New Jersey State
Legislature and by a majority of news-
paper editors throughout the state.
These people set aside the question
of whether it was justified to use the
force of government to extract tax
monies to support those activities and
viewpoints that they may or may not
agree with.

If there was a law in the state or
federal constitution that stated out-
right that funding was required that
would have ended the argument as
well as the “controversy.” However,
because there is no law requiring
abortion funding, it is simply a policy
decision made by the people through
their elected representatives. The
people of New Jersey, when they

voted for Chris Christie, decided that
the use of taxpayer funds for abortion
was not only wrong, but violated the
rights of those who morally and ada-
mantly oppose abortion. Thus, Chris
Christie was justified in using his
veto pen.

Thomas Jefferson once wrote, “To
compel a man to subsidize with his
taxes the propagation of ideas which
he disbelieves and abhors is sinful
and tyrannical.” To force taxpayers to
fund views and activities that are not
required by law is a violation of free-
dom. It is a violation of conscience
and a violation of freedom of asso-
ciation. To those who believe that the
funding of abortion is a moral and
just position, I suggest the following:
Go into your pockets and bank ac-
counts and give the funds to these
groups on your own. Leave the tax-
payers alone. They are not cows or
goats to be milked for money and
they deserve to be left alone.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

THE BELTWAY

THE NFL

Zoning Article Should
Have Said, ‘Security’
The front-page article, “SP Zoning

Board Approves Units at Park Middle
School” [Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, July 21] discusses other cases
that were discussed that evening. The
article quotes my husband falsely,
and we feel it misrepresents our case
and why we are placing such a re-
quest. The article quotes that we are
looking to do this for privacy, not
security.

Now yes, privacy is always nice
especially on a county road, how-
ever, our main concern is the safety of
our children ages 7, 4 and 11 months.

Faye Banic
Scotch Plains

---LD-21---
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.
LD-22 includes Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Plainfield,
Clark  and Linden.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance

425 North Avenue E.,
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 518-7733

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

their families and our state. That the N.J.
State AFL-CIO would consider not en-
dorsing the building trades legislators is
a disgrace. More importantly, labor
stands with labor, period.

William Mullen, President
NJBCTC, Clark

continued
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BIRD’S BEST FRIEND…Bill Streeter,
director of the Delaware Valley Rap-
tor Center, shares some quality time
with “Julia.” He will speak about “Birds
of Prey” on Saturday, August 6, at
10:30 a.m. at the Westfield Memorial
Library.

FCC Names Kim Federico
Alexander Award Recipient
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield has an-
nounced that Kim Federico was re-
cently chosen as the recipient of its
2011 Alexander Award. Named in
memory of longtime members Edna
and John Alexander, the award is
given annually to the high-school
senior who has made the most sig-
nificant contribution to the life of the
First Congregational Church (FCC).
She received the award on June 18.

A 2011 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Kim is the
daughter of Paul and Karen Federico
of Scotch Plains. She was youth rep-
resentative to the FCC Board of Dea-
cons and assisted with the church’s
Vacation Bible School and crib room.
As an active member of the Youth
Fellowship group, she participated in

multiple fundraisers, took part in the
annual 30-Hour Famine and volun-
teered with Bridges, the Community
FoodBank of New Jersey in Hillside
and Waysharers, FCC’s fellowship
program for developmentally dis-
abled adults.

Kim has attended youth mission
trips with the church, journeying to
West Virginia, Ohio and Wyoming,
and this summer is traveling with other
church members to New Orleans.

A dancer and choral singer, she
performed in The Wiz and Cinderella
with the Rainbow Experience, a joint
ministry of First Congregational and
the United Church of Christ Congre-
gational in Plainfield.

Kim will attend Ramapo College
next fall, where she will major in
nursing.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL HONOREE…Kim Federico receives the First
Congregational Church of Westfield’s 2011 Alexander Award from Sally Van
Why, a member of the church’s board of trustees and chairwoman of the
Alexander Award.

POLICE BLOTTER– Obituaries –
Reverend Elmer Talcott, 88, Had Served
Community Presbyterian For 25 Years
The Reverend Elmer Talcott, 88, of

Westfield died peacefully at home on
Tuesday, July 19, 2011.

Tal was born on July 4, 1923, son
of the late Elmer and Mae
Talcott. He attended
Swarthmore College and
Yale Divinity School and
was ordained a Presby-
terian minister in Green-
wich, Conn. His first pas-
torate was in Fort
Schuyler in the Bronx.
Tal met and married
Helen Bruce Douglas
while serving as assis-
tant pastor for the Rye,
New York Presbyterian
Church.

Reverend Talcott was pastor to a
combination of the Old First Dutch
Reformed Church and the United
Church of Christ in Brooklyn, N.Y.
He was then called to the Community
Presbyterian Church in Mountainside,
from which he retired after 25 years.
During retirement, Tal served the
United Presbyterian Church in
Plainfield, the Iselin Presbyterian
Church and celebrated his 50th ordi-
nation as interim pastor at the Townley
Presbyterian Church in Union.

Tal’s spare time was spent reading,
sculpting, painting, gardening, sing-
ing, playing the piano, walking his
beloved dogs and traveling. In 1949,
Tal resettled refugees in Finland for
the American Friends Service Com-
mittee, and worked in the Iona Com-
munity to restore the ancient cathedral
near Oban, Scotland. The Iona Com-
munity ignited his lifelong passion for

world peace – he helped found the
Kirkridge Retreat Center in Bangor,
Pa., where he served as president. Tal
also visited the Holy Lands, enjoyed a

horticultural tour of Ja-
pan in the 1960s, served
in the first Peace Com-
mission to the Soviet
Union from the National
Council of Churches in
1983 and taught a gradu-
ate course in comparative
religion at Webster Uni-
versity in Geneva, Swit-
zerland.

Surviving Tal are his
wife of 58 years, Brucie
Talcott; his children,
Anne Howe (and her hus-

band, Allen), Malcolm Talcott (and
his wife, Alice) and Scott Talcott, as
well as his grandchildren, Andrew
and Katie Howe, and Rosie and Will
Talcott.

A memorial service celebrating his
life will be held on Saturday, August
13, at 11 a.m. at the Community
Presbyterian Church, 1459 Deer Path,
Mountainside, N.J. 07092. In lieu of
flowers, memorial donations may be
made to Kirkridge Retreat Center
Inc., 2495 Fox Gap Road, Bangor,
Pa. 18013 or to the Memorial Garden
or the church music program at Com-
munity Presbyterian Church, 1459
Deer Path, Mountainside, N.J. 07092.

Arrangements are by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood. For additional in-
formation or to sign the guestbook,
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Rev. Elmer Talcott

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-11003202

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-46089-08

Plaintiff: CITIBANK, N.A. AS TRUSTEE FOR
AMERICAN HOME MORTGAGE INVESTMENT
TRUST 2004-3 MORTGAGE BACKED NOTES,
SERIES 2004-3

VS.
Defendant: ANDREW T. KIEGEL; PATRICIA

M. KEESHAN
Sale Date: 08/03/2011
Writ of Execution: 12/06/2010
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Twenty-Three Thousand Nine Hundred Seven
and 86/100*** $723,907.86.

The property to be sold is located in the Town
of Westfield, County of Union and State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 425 Kimball Avenue,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Tax Lot No. 7 in Block No. 1112
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 50 x 109
Nearest Cross Street: Euclid Avenue
Beginning at the intersection formed by the

northwesterly side line of Kimball Avenue and
southwesterly side line of Euclid Avenue; thence

Prior Liens/Encumbrances
Total as of June 17, 2011: $0.00
Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Sixty-Three

Thousand Four Hundred Twenty-Four and 42/
100*** $763,424.42 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 7/7, 7/14, 7/21
& 7/28/11 Fee: $173.40

Electric Violinist Due
At Library August 3
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, has announced that it
will kick off the month of August
with “electrifying” music.

Caryn Lin, an accomplished elec-
tric violinist, will perform at the li-
brary on Wednesday, August 3, at 7
p.m. The Cherry Hill native has played
in a wide range of venues including
Lincoln Center, Six Flags, the
Kimmel Center, Crayola Crayon Fac-
tory and for the 800th anniversary of
a monastery in the French Alps. Ms.
Lin appeared playing her music in
the movie Philadelphia.

The program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. To register for
the program, visit the library’s
website, wmlnj.org, and click on the
Online Calendar, or call (908) 789-
4090, extension no. 7951.

Library to Feature Program
Celebrating ‘Birds of Prey’

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present a
program entitled “Birds of Prey,”
about raptors, on Saturday, August
6, at 10:30 a.m. This program is for
adults and children over age 7 ex-
clusively. The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

Bill Streeter, director of the Dela-
ware Valley Raptor Center, will
teach the audience about golden
eagles, peregrine falcons, saw-whet
owls and other birds of prey. He
will bring six live raptors and will
spend an hour discussing their hab-
its, in a bid to imbue attendees with
a greater sense of appreciation re-
garding the raptors of the northeast.

Mr. Streeter holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Biology and a Mas-
ter of Science degree in Zoology.
He has spent more than 30 years
studying and rehabilitating raptors
and practicing the ancient art of
falconry.

The Delaware Valley Raptor Cen-
ter is a private, not-for-profit, tax-
exempt, state- and federally-li-
censed rehabilitation organization
dedicated to the rehabilitation and
conservation of birds of prey. The

center provides humane, profes-
sional care for orphaned, ill and
injured raptors so ultimately they
can be returned to the wild, healthy
and no longer dependent upon hu-
mans for survival.

This program will be free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. To
check if a library participates, visit
the Westfield Memorial Library’s
website, wmlnj.org. To register for
the program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, extension no. 7951.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m. Monday through Thursday, and
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday and
Saturday. The library is closed on
Sunday for the summer.

Hilda Knecht, 93, Former Resident;
Worked For FBI, Bell Labs and CIA

Hilda Blincoe Knecht, 93, died on
Saturday, July 23, 2011, at Sunrise in
Basking Ridge, N.J. Her daughter,
Linda Knecht Baldwin, son-in-law,
Bill, and grandson, William Hite
(Buster) reside in Mendham Town-
ship.

Hilda lived most of her life in north-
ern Virginia. She graduated from
Strayer Business College in 1937,
beginning her career with the FBI. In
1960 she moved to Westfield, where
she worked for Bell Laboratories.
Hilda returned to Virginia in 1971,
living in Vienna and Falls Church.
She retired from the CIA in 1984.

In 2003 Hilda moved back to New
Jersey to be closer to her daughter.
Hilda was a scout leader for many

years, an avid gardener and world
traveler. She was actively involved in
the First United Methodist Church in
Westfield and the Wesley Methodist
Church in Vienna, Va.

Hilda’s husband, Don, died in July
1979; they were married for 31 years.
A brother, sister and niece died previ-
ously. In addition to her daughter and
family, Hilda is survived by two nieces
and several grand-nieces and neph-
ews in Virginia.

Interment will be tomorrow, Fri-
day, July 29, at National Memorial
Park in Falls Church, Va. In lieu of
flowers, memorial gifts may be made
to the Alzheimer’s Association,
www.alz.org).
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WINNING TEAM…Members of the Westfield Italian American Club competed
in the Sixth Annual St. Anthony’s Memorial Open Bocce Tournament, a two-day
tournament held July 9 and 10 in New Castle, Del. that featured bocce club teams
from Florida, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Maryland, New
Jersey, and as far as Montreal, Canada. The Westfield team competed in the finals
on July 10 against a team from Baltimore, Md. The Westfield Italian American
Club team took first place and won the entire championship. Along with a cash
prize, the Westfield team members received gold medals commemorating their
win. Pictured, from left to right, are: Gino Labrate, Tony Pericolo, Victor
Carnevale and Tony Pellino.

Westfield
Tuesday, July 19, a resident of the

600 block of Coleman Place reported
the theft of four Pirelli tires and 20-
inch aluminum rims from an automo-
bile while it was parked in the owner’s
driveway. The theft, valued at approxi-
mately $5,700 in total, occurred be-
tween 11 p.m. on July 18 and 7:30
a.m. on July 19. The suspects left the
vehicle on blocks, police said.

Tuesday, July 19, a police officer
on routine patrol discovered the bath-
room and picnic areas at Tamaques
Park had been defaced with graffiti.

Tuesday, July 19, a resident of the
100 block of Burgess Court reported
an automobile burglary that occurred
between noon on July 16 and 11 a.m.
on July 19. Someone gained access to
the car through an unlocked door and
removed approximately $10 in coins;
an Escort 95001 radar detection de-
vice; blue Maui Jim sunglasses; a
black leather wallet and two boxes of
golf balls. The approximate total value
of the theft is $1,230.

Tuesday, July 19, a motor vehicle
was reported burglarized on the 700
block of Tamaques Way after it was
left unsecured in the owner’s drive-
way. The vehicle was entered be-
tween midnight and 8:30 a.m. on July
19 and approximately $2 in change
was removed.

Tuesday, July 19, Peter Chafio, 20,
of Perth Amboy was arrested on an
outstanding Robbinsville warrant for
$500 pursuant to a motor vehicle stop
on North Avenue near 4th Avenue.
He was processed and released after
posting bail.

Tuesday, July 19, a resident of Sur-
rey Lane reported a motor vehicle
burglary and the theft of a GPS unit
valued at $200. The unlocked vehicle
was in the owner’s driveway at the
time.

Tuesday, July 19, a resident of the
700 block of Tamaques Way reported
a motor vehicle burglary. Someone
entered the victim’s unlocked vehicle
and stole a GPS unit valued at $200.
The incident took place while the
vehicle was in the owner’s driveway.

Thursday, July 21, a burglary and
theft was reported on the 100 block of
Woodbrook Circle. Someone entered
the victim’s residence and stole ap-
proximately $2,000 in property.

Thursday, July 21, a theft was re-
ported on the 200 block of East Grove
Street, in which copper had been taken
from multiple air-conditioning units
at the rear of a building.

Thursday, July 21, a blue-and-green
mountain bicycle, valued at $100,
was reported stolen from the north-
side Westfield train station.

Thursday, July 21, a motor vehicle
was burglarized on the 1000 block of
South Avenue, West. The victim’s
unlocked vehicle was entered, $570
worth of property was taken and the
vehicle was scratched, police said.

Thursday, July 21, a Westfield resi-
dent reported that someone unknown
attempted to forcibly remove the lock
to his bicycle while the bicycle was
secured at the north-side Westfield
train station. Damage was done to the
locking mechanism, rendering it un-
usable. The bicycle was not damaged.

Friday, July 22, an incident of crimi-
nal mischief was reported on the 100
block of Elm Street, in which graffiti
was spray-painted in 12 spots on a
building in the central business district.

Friday, July 22, a resident of the
600 block of Ardsleigh Drive reported
a motor vehicle burglary, which oc-
curred while the unlocked vehicle
was parked in the owner’s driveway.
Currency and a radar detector, with a
total value of $110, were removed.

Friday, July 22, a resident of the
200 block of Orchard Street reported
a motor vehicle burglary, which oc-
curred while the unlocked vehicle
was parked in the street in front of the
victim’s residence. Credit cards and a
pair of sunglasses were removed.

Saturday, July 23, a resident of the
800 block of Hillside Avenue reported
an incident of identity theft. Some-
one unknown attempted to obtain a
credit card in the victim’s name.

Saturday, July 23, a bicycle valued
at $100 was reported stolen from the
backyard of a residence on the 500
block of Summit Avenue.

Sunday, July 24, Kyle Rocha, 18, of
Westfield was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop in the area of First Street
and Rahway Avenue and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI). Po-
lice stopped Rocha after observing the
vehicle he was operating being driven
with a flat tire. Rocha was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released to a responsible
adult.

Fanwood
Monday, July 18, Gregory Capone,

55, of Rahway was arrested on an
active warrant out of Newark after
being involved in an aggressive driv-
ing incident on Martine Avenue at
South Avenue. He was processed and
released by Newark.

Tuesday, July 19, Vanessa Casserly,
53, of Fanwood was arrested on an
active warrant out of South Plainfield
after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue. She was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Tuesday, July 19, Kiesha Evans,
32, of Plainfield was arrested on an
active warrant out of North Plainfield
after a motor vehicle stop at East 7th
Street and Terrill Road. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-

cessed and released after posting bail.
Wednesday, July 20, Walik Walker,

35, of Newark was arrested on an
active warrant out of Springfield af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on the 100
block of South Avenue. He was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Spring-
field Police Department.

Thursday, July 21, Vonetta Hunter,
48, of North Plainfield was arrested
on an active warrant out of Fanwood
after a motor vehicle stop on the 100
block of South Avenue. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, July 22, Brandi Crawley,
34, of West Orange was arrested on
an active warrant out of South
Plainfield after a motor vehicle stop
at Shady Lane and South Avenue.
She was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Sunday, July 24, Nadir Clark, 24,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with hindering apprehension and on
an active Garwood warrant after he
allegedly volunteered false informa-
tion following a motor vehicle stop
on the 70 block of South Avenue.
Clark was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released
pending a court appearance.

Sunday, July 24, a resident of Birch
Street reported that his motor vehicle
was damaged through criminal mis-
chief. The resident heard a loud bang
outside and when he went to investi-
gate, he noticed his rear windshield
was broken.

Monday, July 25, a Waldon Road
resident reported that his motor ve-
hicle was damaged through criminal
mischief. The vehicle was parked in
the street and had the driver-side
windshield broken.

Scotch Plains
Monday, July 18, a resident of

Morse Avenue reported that some-
one damaged her mailbox overnight.

Monday, July 18, the owner of an
East Second Street business reported
that, sometime over the last several
days, someone stole his motor ve-
hicle. According to police, the ve-
hicle, valued at approximately $2,500,
was parked behind the business and
was removed while the victim was
away for several days.

Tuesday, July 19, a resident of
Martine Avenue reported that, some-
time during the day, someone re-
moved his bicycle. The bicycle, val-
ued at approximately $900, had been
left unlocked.

Wednesday, July 20, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that some-
one opened up a credit card account
and charged approximately $800
without her authorization.

Wednesday, July 20, Yusef
Abramson, 31, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
suspected marijuana after a motor
vehicle stop on Cushing Road, at which
time the officer smelled a strong odor
of marijuana. According to police,
after an investigation the suspected
marijuana was discovered and
Abramson was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Wednesday, July 20, a resident of
Terrill Road reported that, sometime
overnight, someone removed his deco-
rative sign from the front of his house.

Friday, July 22, Clifford High, 57, of
Plainfield was arrested on charges of
attempted burglary, resisting arrest and
obstruction after a resident of North
Avenue called 9-1-1 at approximately
noon to report that an individual was
trying to break into her neighbor’s back
door. According to police, officers re-
sponded immediately to the area and
observed High running away.

After a brief foot pursuit, the sus-
pect was apprehended in the back-
yard of a house in Fanwood, at which
time the Fanwood Police Department
responded and assisted in the arrest,
police said. High was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
transported to the Union County jail
for failure to post bail, set at $53,500.

Police remind residents to contact
authorities regarding any suspicious
activity.

Mountainside
Wednesday, July 20, Mark G.

Borkowski, 52, of Mountainside was
arrested and charged with endanger-
ing the welfare of children after an
investigation involving the New Jer-
sey State Police for computer-related
crimes. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Thursday, July 21, Michael T. Lyng,
64, currently homeless, was picked
up at the Morris Township Police
Department on an outstanding war-
rant out of Mountainside. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released to another
police department.

Friday, July 22, a patron of a Route
22 theater reported that while he was
in the theater, someone scratched both
sides of his motor vehicle with an
unidentified object.

Saturday, July 23, Ivor Keizer, 53,
of West Orange was arrested for al-
legedly driving with a suspended li-
cense after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22. He was processed and re-
leased at the scene.

Saturday, July 23, Andrew Sojka,
31, of Winfield Park was arrested for
driving with a suspended license,
multiple outstanding warrants out of
Newark, Rahway, Cranford and
Winfield, and possession of a hypo-
dermic syringe. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released.

National Night Out
Set For August 2

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders in-
vites members of the public to join
its National Night Out celebration
which will take place at Meisel
Park in Springfield on Tuesday,
August 2.

The free festivities will start at 6
p.m. and will continue with an out-
door screening of the G-rated Disney
animated movie G-Force at dusk.

“Normally our public parks close
at dusk, so National Night Out is a
great opportunity to enjoy fun ac-
tivities under the night sky with fam-
ily, friends and neighbors, free of
charge,” said Union County Free-
holder Chairwoman Deborah
Scanlon.

Free activities for children will
be featured at the event, including
inflatable rides, “Bubblemania”
bubble-blowing fun, bingo, crafts
and other offerings.

Union County’s Bomb Squad,
SWAT team and K-9 Unit will stage
live demonstrations, and there will
be a hands-on exhibit of two dozen
police and emergency vehicles, along
with the county’s Fire Safety Trailer.

A raffle also will be included in
the event, featuring Somerset Pa-
triots tickets, Staples gift cards,
bicycle helmets, Flip cams and
more.

Visitors are welcome to bring
picnics. An ice cream vendor also
will be on site. Free snacks will be
available courtesy of ShopRite, and
there will be free hotdogs and
bottled water courtesy of Target.
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MR. AND MRS. MARK CLEMENT WALKER
(She is the former Miss Elisabeth Salemme)

Miss Elisabeth Salemme
Marries Mark C. Walker

Miss Elisabeth Salemme, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Salemme of Westfield, was married
on Saturday, July 31, 2010, to Mark
Clement Walker. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Kevin Walker of Midland
Park, N.J.

The late afternoon ceremony took
place at the Stowe Community
Church in Stowe, Vt., with the Rever-
end Bruce S. Comiskey officiating. A
reception followed at the Stowe
Mountain Lodge in Stowe.

Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore an ivory silk organza strap-
less trumpet gown embellished with
detailed embroidery, ribbons and
Swarovski crystals, designed by Me-
lissa Sweet. Her mantilla-style, chapel-
length veil was trimmed in flower
appliqués touched with Swarovski
crystals. She carried a bouquet of ivory
roses and hydrangeas, accented with
green coffee berries.

Mrs. Lindsay Frey of Rye, N.Y.,
one of the bride’s college roommates,
was the matron of honor, and Miss
Meghan Meade of Manhattan, a child-
hood friend of the bride, was maid of
honor. The bridal attendants included
friends of the bride, Miss Lauren
Koch of Hoboken, N.J., Miss Marissa
Aronson of Great Neck, N.Y., Miss
Lauren Malaney of Saddle Brook,
N.J. and Miss Katie Stinchfield of
Boston, and cousin of the bride, Miss
Lauren Sopher of Shelburne, Vt. Miss
Megan Petralia and Miss Emily
Petralia of Concord, N.C., cousins of
the bride, served as junior brides-
maids. All wore strapless, silk, cy-
press green knee-length dresses and
carried ivory rose bouquets.

Michael Walker of Saddle Brook,
N.J., brother of the groom, was the
best man. Serving as groomsmen
were friends of the groom, Merrill
Martin and Joseph McKeever, both
of Hoboken, N.J.; Christopher
Salemme of Westfield, brother of
the bride, and John Walker of Mid-
land Park, cousin of the groom. Mrs.

Diane Petralia of Concord, N.C., the
bride’s aunt and godmother, and Miss
Dayna Caine of Massachusetts, a
childhood friend of the groom, per-
formed readings.

A 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree from Bucknell Uni-
versity in 2006. She is a fourth-
grade teacher in Allendale, N.J.

The bridegroom, a 2002 graduate
of Midland Park High School and a
2006 graduate of Bucknell Univer-
sity, is employed with Merck & Co.,
Inc. as a senior financial analyst. He
currently is attending the Stern School
of Business at New York University,
pursuing an MBA degree.

A rehearsal dinner, hosted by the
groom’s parents, was held at Inn at
the Mountain in Stowe, Vt. the night
before the wedding.

The bridal attendants and the
bride’s godmother, Diane Skrnich,
hosted a bridal shower in April 2010
at Mrs. Skrnich’s home in Westfield.

Following a wedding trip to Kauai,
the couple resides in Riverdale, N.J.

Best Friend Shop to Extend
Benefit Sale Through Aug.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption will con-
tinue its 50-percent-off sale at its
thrift shop throughout the month
of August. Most items in the shop
will be 50 percent off, although
some exceptions apply. Located at
1750 East Second Street in Scotch
Plains, the shop is open from 10:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. every day except
Sunday and Monday.

The Best Friend Rescue group is
a not-for-profit organization run
solely by volunteers. Proceeds ben-
efit homeless animals whose time
would be up at the pound if not for
the rescue group.

New and good quality slightly-
used merchandise is available for
sale, including small furniture, a
white dresser, end tables, lamps

and a butcher block kitchen table
with six matching chairs.

The thrift shop is a drop-off cen-
ter for brass, copper, 14-carat gold
and sterling silver. Best Friend al-
ways is in need of good-quality
donations to restock its shop
shelves. Additionally, the group is
urgently in need of cat food and
litter due to the many homeless
kittens in its care.

Monetary donations are tax-de-
ductible and also are urgently
needed by the rescue group. Dona-
tions can be sent to: Best Friend,
P.O. Box 335, Cranford, N.J.
07016.

For more information, call (732)
388-8930 or view pets waiting for
permanent homes at
bestfriend.petfinder.com.

Miss Danielle M. Egan and Christopher H. Rowland

Miss Danielle Egan Engaged
To Christopher Rowland

Marie and John Egan of Upper
Saddle River are pleased to announce
the engagement of their daughter, Miss
Danielle Marie Egan, to Christopher
Hall Rowland. He is the son of Robert
and Sally Rowland of Scotch Plains.

The bride-to-be is a 1996 graduate
of Northern Highlands Regional High
School. She received a bachelor’s
degree in psychology from the Uni-
versity of Scranton and a master’s
degree in early childhood and el-
ementary education from New York
University. She is employed as a sec-
ond-grade teacher in the Wyckoff

public school system.
The future bridegroom is a 1996

graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. He received a bachelor’s
degree from Marist College and is
employed as a Major Accounts Divi-
sion Manager for IBISWorld, Inc. in
Jersey City.

An August wedding is planned at
the Church of the Presentation in
Upper Saddle River. Following the
ceremony, a reception will be held at
the Ramsey Golf and Country Club.
After a honeymoon trip to Hawaii,
the couple will reside in Ramsey, N.J.

Troop No. 73 to Hold
Anniversary Dinner

WESTFIELD – Boy Scout Troop
No. 73, sponsored by the Holy Trin-
ity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield, will celebrate its 75th Dia-
mond Anniversary in 2011.

The troop will celebrate with a
dinner at The Westwood in Garwood
on Friday, November 25. Former
and current scouts, leaders and
friends of Troop No. 73 are invited
to participate and share memories
and stories of their Troop No. 73
days.

For more information on the 75th
Anniversary Celebration and/or to
provide contact information, respond
to: westfieldtroop73@gmail.com or
to Tim Avis, 536 Hort Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090; (908) 654-
6286; avis73@verizon.net.

New FUMC Pastor Receives
Warm Welcome to Westfield

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The First United
Methodist Church (FUMC) welcomed
the Reverend David C. Mertz as its
new pastor on July 1. He succeeds the
Reverend Edward Carll, who the same
day began his new assignment as pas-
tor of the Denville Community Church.
Reverend Carll had
served FUMC for nearly
a decade.

“It’s been terrific,”
Reverend Mertz told The
Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last week, reflect-
ing on his introduction to
FUMC and the Westfield
community. “People
have been warm and wel-
coming and enthusiastic
about the future. They’ve
been very gracious and
have welcomed my fam-
ily, too. They have
brought us food, had us for dinner;
they’ve fixed up the parsonage, did
some painting and bought some new
furniture.”

Raised in southern California as
one of four children, Reverend Mertz
moved with his family to Ridgewood,
N.J. in 1966. He graduated in 1978
from Carleton College in Minnesota
and from Union Theological Semi-
nary in New York in 1982.

After graduating from the seminary,
he lived in Minnesota and then in Fort
Worth, Tex., serving various churches
along the way and doing a year of
hospital chaplaincy. He and his wife,
Nancy, a Presbyterian minister who
he met at the Union Theological Semi-
nary, eventually relocated to New Jer-
sey in 1990. They have made their
home in Princeton since then.

For a decade after coming back to
New Jersey, Reverend Mertz did
fundraising for institutions including
the Theological School at Drew Uni-
versity, Rutgers University and Union
Theological Seminary. Returning to
parish ministry in 2000, he served
multiple churches. His last appoint-
ment before coming to FUMC was at
the United Methodist Church in
Milltown, where he served for three
years.

Reverend Mertz was appointed to
his new post by Bishop Sudarshana
Devadhar, head of the Greater New
Jersey Annual Conference, which
comprises Methodist churches
throughout New Jersey, as well as a
small number of Methodist churches
in Pennsylvania and New York. Ap-
pointments are made on a yearly
basis, he explained, but clergy can
be reappointed to the same church
for consecutive years. “You might
be at a church for 20 years,” he said.

The FUMC provides a parsonage
for its pastor and family, although for
now Nancy Mertz will continue to
spend weekdays in Princeton, where
she is the Stephen Colwell Associate
Professor of Christian Ethics and
chairwoman of the Theology Depart-
ment at Princeton Theological Semi-
nary, and will come to Westfield on
weekends. Beginning in January,
however, she will go on sabbatical
from the seminary.

The couple has two children. Daugh-
ter McKinley graduated in May with a
degree in architecture from Miami
University in Ohio. Son Adam, a geol-
ogy major at Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
sity in Delaware, Ohio, will begin his
junior year this fall.

The pastor called his first week at
FUMC a “baptism of fire, but it was
great.” While attempting to get up to
speed in his new church home, he
also found himself immediately in
charge of the Bible story segment of
FUMC’s Vacation Bible School
(VBS.) This year, more than 100
youngsters participated in the pro-

gram. “It was an active week,” Rever-
end Mertz remarked.

Despite the busy schedule, he said
the VBS week proved an enjoyable
experience. “I got to meet a lot of
adults in the church, the children, and
the teenagers that were helping,” he
said. Reverend Mertz expressed grati-
tude to Brigid Barber and Lucy Palmer,

the high-school students
who assisted him with his
VBS duties.

In speaking with The
Leader/Times, as well as
in his remarks on the
FUMC website, Rever-
end Mertz also acknowl-
edged various staff mem-
bers and others who have
helped him and his fam-
ily make the transition
to a new parish and new
community.

Among other indi-
viduals, he noted the con-
tributions of church ad-

ministrative secretary Susan Granski,
who he called “a wealth of informa-
tion”; Music Director Tristan Jones,
and Su Iliff, coordinator of Children
and Young Families Ministries. He
also noted the support and friendship
of Reverend Carll.

He praised the “strong lay leader-
ship” at FUMC and the willingness
of individuals to take on responsibili-
ties within the church, which he also
said has helped him in his new role.

Reverend Mertz additionally shared
his admiration for FUMC’s “long, very
strong musical tradition.” He high-
lighted the church’s Aeolian-Skinner
pipe organ, along with various church
choirs and instrumentalists, including
participants in FUMC’s summer
“Drum Circle” program, where per-
cussion instruments are played as a
prelude to Sunday services.

In his new ministry, Reverend Mertz
said he hopes to encourage people to
live the statement of John Wesley, the
18th-century cleric and founder of
Methodism: “The world is my par-
ish.” Reverend Mertz said he was
looking “to throw open our doors and
let people in, and also invite people to
go out the doors – to shelter the home-
less, feed the hungry, hold the hand of
an older adult or read to a child.”

The First United Methodist Church
is located at One East Broad Street in
Westfield. Worship is held at 10 a.m.
on Sundays. For more information
about the church and Reverend Mertz,
visit fumcwestfield.org.

Rev. David Mertz

Seniors Post Meeting,
Upcoming Activities

GARWOOD – The Garwood Se-
nior Citizens Club will meet next
Thursday, August 4, having previ-
ously met on July 21. The club nor-
mally meets on the first and third
Thursdays of every month at noon at
the Garwood Firehouse; however,
with the shortened summer schedule
there will be only one meeting next
month, on August 4.

All Garwood seniors are invited to
a luncheon on Saturday, August 13,
hosted by the Garwood Recreation
Committee. It will take place from
noon to 4 p.m. at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, located at 37 South
Avenue in Garwood. Participants will
need to make their own travel ar-
rangements to the luncheon.

On Thursday, August 25, there will
be a Senior Citizen Ice Cream Social
at the Garwood Firehouse from 12:30
to 3:30 p.m. All Garwood seniors are
invited. To respond, call Paulette
Drogan at (908) 789-0738. Trip ar-
rangements for the social can be made
with the senior bus by calling Ann
Romano at (908) 789-0455.

Anyone interested in joining the club
may call Patsy at (908) 789-0835 or ask
for Dolores if attending a meeting.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

  
AUGUST 2011 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
HHours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9 pm  Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5 pm  Closed Sunday  

Programs for Kids &Teens (Full-service WML cardholders only) 

8/1 10:00 am Computer Class: Advanced Word 

8/5  1:30 pm TGIF! Lucille Ball (video) 

8/6 10:30 am Birds of Prey-Meet Some Raptors 

8/8 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: “The Way Home” (Korean) 

8/10  7:00 pm How to be a Caregiver for Elderly 

8/11  7:00 pm “Love’s Labour’s Lost” live show 

8/12  1:30 pm TGIF! “Forever Darling” (Classic Movie) 

8/15 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: “The Concert” (French) 

8/1, 8/8  3:00 pm A Taste of Europe-stories and  snack         
for 4+ years  

8/1  7:00 pm Family Storytime-all ages-wear your pj’s 

8/2, 8/9  3:00 pm Story/craft from many places for 4+yrs   

8/3 10:00 am Tot’s Storytime (2-3½ years) 

8/3  3:00 pm Readers’ Theatre (must know how to read) 

8/5 10:00 am Toddler Time (babies—to 3 yrs) 

8/5, 12, 19, 
26 

 3:00 pm Westfield Memorial Pool Storytime—all ages 
($5 each for adult & child if not members) 

8/6  2:00 pm Story/craft from many places for 4+yrs   

8/18, 25  3:00 pm T-shirt Design—All ages—open to the    
public—bring white or light colored cotton 
T-shirt 

Needle Nite Session on Tap
At Fanwood Presbyterian

FANWOOD – The monthly
Needle Nite program at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church will
take place on Friday, August 5, at
7:30 p.m. in Westminster Hall on
Marian Avenue. Ice cream will be
available for purchase that evening.

Co-Chairwomen Pat Lake and
Nancy Bassman have asked that
those interested in quilting bring
their cutting boards and/or sewing
machines to continue working on
the “Disappearing Nine Patch”
quilt project. Anyone needing fab-
ric or batting is asked to e-mail
needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.

A goal of 35 quilts has been set
for completion by February 2012.
Children’s Specialized Hospital,
Center for Hope Hospice and
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County will be the recipi-
ents of these quilts. Additionally,
there is a goal of 12 Christmas
quilted items, table covers or run-

ners to be made by November 4 for
delivery to shut-ins in December.

The knit and crochet circle of women
will work together while making
projects for newborns, nursing home
residents and prayer shawls for those
in need of extra care. The new projects
for “Christmas at Sea” at Port Newark
also will be welcomed.

Donated materials end up in
many forms usable by the charities
that receive them. Needle Nite par-
ticipants then take their newly
learned skills for use at home.

For further information about these
projects or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891 or e-mail
fanwoodpress@erols.com.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

NJ Clean Energy Program
Offers Summer Promotion

MOUNTAINSIDE – Do you dread
opening up your utility bills? Do you
have an older home that is drafty with
dated heating and cooling equipment?
Green Energy Improvements can save
you from wasteful spending on util-
ity bills and increase your home com-
fort with financial assistance from
the NJ Clean Energy Program.

Currently, the NJCEP is running a
summer promotion that offers addi-
tional rebates to homeowners for
making their homes more energy ef-
ficient. If a BPI (Building Perfor-
mance Institute) certified contractor
can determine between 10-19 per-
cent total energy savings, the rebates
have increased to $1,500. If the sav-
ings are between 20-24 percent, the
rebates have increased to $3,750, and
if the savings are 25 percent or above,
the rebates have increased to $5,000.
This summer promotion will end on
Friday, September 30, 2011.

The energy savings are determined
by an energy auditor gathering infor-
mation about how your home is func-
tioning during an energy audit using

tools like a blower door and infrared
thermal imaging camera. The data is
then analyzed along with your utility
bill usage in the state’s software to
calculate the savings.

One customer recently said, “We
are amazed with the performance of
the insulation. The rooms over the
garage are actually getting air condi-
tioning. These rooms have always
been hot, and I never thought it would
be this comfortable. Also, the entire
upstairs is evenly cooled. I even took
temperature readings because I
couldn’t believe it! The AC unit
doesn’t even turn on until midway
through the day. The insulation job is
unbelievable and really does work!”

You can significantly lower your
utility bills and increase your home
comfort with this program. For more
information or to schedule an energy
audit, contact Green Energy Improve-
ments at (908) 228-2493;
www.GreenEnergy-NJ.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

AnnaLiah deRojas Earns
Girl Scout Gold Award

WESTFIELD – AnnaLiah deRojas,
a member of Girl Scout Troop No. 824
in Westfield, recently
earned her Gold Award.
The Gold is the highest
award in Girl Scouting.
She is a rising senior at
Westfield High School.

For her Gold Award
Project, AnnaLiah ap-
proached the staff of Lin-
coln School in Westfield
with an idea. She pro-
posed to create a butter-
fly and multi-sensory
garden on the site.
AnnaLiah, along with
her advisor, Kathleen Bartlett, the
school garden club and Troop Leader
Susan Kowalenko, worked diligently
to create an oasis in an area that was
only hard dirt and weeds.

The garden features an educational
butterfly area that complements the
kindergarten curriculum pertaining to

butterflies and the science of butterfly
development. The children use the

garden to watch the but-
terflies develop among
plants chosen by
AnnaLiah that attract
butterflies and caterpil-
lars. Many different va-
rieties of butterflies have
been seen hovering in
the flowers of the butter-
fly habitat.

Another component
of the garden is the four
“sensory” beds used as
an educational tool for
teachers. The planted

boxes include opportunities for taste,
touch, sight and smell. The children of
Lincoln School can feel the plant
known as Lambs ear, smell basil, taste
mint and see the blooms of lilacs.

AnnaLiah, the daughter of Anna
Maria deRojas, has been a member of
Troop No. 824 for the past eight years.

AnnaLiah deRojas
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O’DONNELL HOMERS, GRYCAN FANS 7, MEYER 4 RBI

Lady Blue Devil 12s Trample
Chatham Softball Girls, 12-2

KESSLER CRACKS 2-RUN HR, PANSINI GOES 3-FOR-3

WF White 12U Pitchers Halt
Long Hill Baseball Boys, 7-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Preparation for a showdown of grid
greats clearly gave the Union County
(UC) high school football All-Stars a
leg up on the Middlesex All-Stars in
the annual Snapple Bowl at Kean
University in Union on July 21.

The disciplined UC defensive play-
ers stayed in their positions and
smothered the potent Middlesex of-
fense, limiting it to only one first
down in the first half and holding it
scoreless until 6:29 remaining in the
game. In the meantime, the UC of-
fense mixed a consistent running

game with a few short pass plays that
evolved into big gains. The result was
a 28-6 victory.

The Middlesex All-Stars had won
the previous five meetings, so the UC
All-Stars had something to prove and
wanted to seize control of the brag-
ging rights.

“It is a great opportunity. I hope we
are going to go out and break
Middlesex’s winning streak,” said
Cranford defensive lineman Bobby
Anstatt, who added, “It is a little bit
different, because it’s not the chemis-
try that you have with the high school
team, but everyone here knows what
they are doing. We are trying to play
together and win.”

“Everybody got involved together.
We kicked it off really well fresh
from the start. It feels really good to
be here. This is what we are here for.
I think we are going to do well. I am
looking forward to getting out on the
field,” Westfield defensive lineman
Garrett Pryor said.

“It’s nice to be playing again. I love
being out here, so I want to take

advantage of it. Everybody here loves
playing football. Everybody is nice.
We work together well,” Cranford
quarterback Joey Papandrea said.

“It gives me great memories. It
takes me back to November,”
Westfield offensive lineman Jesse
DeMartino said.

“We were practicing all week.
Some days were four-hour practices,
others like two-and-a-half. We were
working hard preparing for the heat
and for the big game today. I thought
my football career was over, but we
got one more game here, and I am
hoping to win,” Cranford running

back Sean Trotter said.
“We ran about 40 plays per ses-

sion, so that would be 80 plays a day.
We had four [days] of practices, so
we had to get a lot of plays in a short

amount of time. It was tough, but I
think we got it. It is a lot of fun. I am
honored to play in this game, espe-
cially for a charity event,” Scotch
Plains-Fanwood offensive lineman
Mike Tufaro said.

“I am very excited right now. This
is a great honor and a privilege. I am
just happy to be on the field. It’s
[adrenalin] through the roof. I have
never been more excited in my life,”
Cranford linebacker JT Vicci said.

Assisting on the UC sidelines was
New Providence Pioneer Head Coach
Frank Bottone, who had just retired
this past season, and Director of Ath-

letics (DA) Rob Harmer, formerly
the DA of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Bottone, who was awarded a plaque
as the Union County Coach of the

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School girls soft-
ball Head Coach Caitlin MacDonald
decided to get a glimpse of what part
of her future varsity lineup may con-
sist of by coaching a 12-and-under
group this summer that competes in
the Parkway League.

“The season is going well. We are
4-4. We have a big age range. We
have girls going into sixth grade and
girls going into eighth grade. For
girls, we have a lot of different heights
and a lot of different strengths on the
team, but the girls are doing a really
good job. They are learning, hope-
fully learning how to play softball the
right way,” Coach MacDonald said.

Two girls on the team, Danielle
Rinaldi (catcher/shortstop) and Sarah

Mastrocola (third base/pitcher), were
voted to play in the Parkway League
All-Star game. Also, Veronica Grycan
and Maria Panarese, along with
Mastrocola have been the young Blue
Devils’ key performers on the mound.

“They [Rinaldi and Mastrocola]
are playing really solid defense for
us. They play key positions and do a
great job,” said Coach MacDonald,
who added, “We have three girls,
who have been doing the majority of
the pitching. They are 12 [years old].
They have ups and downs, but they
have a lot of potential. They offer
different things, and I can see them
hopefully building up and one day
offering some things at the high
school.”

Offensively, Shannon O’Donnell,
an eighth grader, has been hitting the

cover off the ball.
“Our best hitter so far is Shannon

O’Donnell. I don’t think she’s hit a
single all season. She hits mostly
doubles and triples,” Coach
MacDonald said.

The Blue Devils’ speed demon on
the bases has been Devyn Tibbals.

“She is going into sixth grade, and
she doesn’t stop. She gets away with
it because she is speedy. She will hit
a single and somehow turn it into a
double,” Coach MacDonald pointed
out.

In their final regular-season home
game, the Blue Devils jumped on the
Chatham Cougars to earn a 12-2,
five-inning victory on the Westfield
High School field on July 19 to up
their record to 5-4.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gearing up for the playoffs, the
Westfield White 12U baseball team
honed its pitching skills in a 7-2 vic-
tory over Long Hill at Gumbert 2
Field in Westfield on July 20, the
42nd anniversary of man’s landing
on the moon (July 20, 1969).

Starting pitcher Alex Pansini made
good use of his breaking ball to curb
Long Hill in the first three innings,
yielding two runs on four hits, while
walking none and striking out one.
Owen Bartok pitched the next three
innings, giving up just two singles
and walking one.

“The one thing that was very con-

sistent was our pitching was excellent.
We only let up two runs. We got out of
a couple of jams. Alex pitched great
for us all year. He has a very good
breaking ball. Owen is starting to throw
the ball really well,” Westfield Head
Coach John Ripperger said.

Long Hill pitchers Kevin Sylvestri,
Stephen LaRagina, James Shelhorn
and Brian Diaz did very well also and
kept the game very close until
Westfield White rolled with three runs
in the fifth inning to add a comfort-
able cushion.

“Our pitchers did a good job. They
threw strikes. They didn’t walk any-
body,” Long Hill Head Coach Scott
Heller said.

Pansini led Westfield’s 11-hit out-
put, going 3-for-3, with an RBI double,
and scoring twice. Owen Kessler (2
runs scored) added emphasis with a
two-run home run, and Cullen Birkel
chopped a two-run double and scored
once. Bartok had a pair of singles and
an RBI. Trevor McNamara (run
scored), Ian Humphrey, Jack
Meiselman and Mike Echausse each
singled. Matt Varano walked, scored
and had an RBI. Owen Ripperger and
Drew Boley both drew a walk.

Of Long Hill’s six hits, Sylvestri
ripped an RBI double and scored
once. Chris Lopez drilled a hard single
and scored once. John Stanton, Nick

Probitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OPENING UP A HUGE HOLE…Blue Devil Nick Matthews, No. 50, takes Middlesex County defensive end Mike Walp, No.
5, out of the play as New Providence running back Vinny Fuschetto, No. 3, heads for a seven-yard touchdown to give the
Union County All-Stars a 14-0 lead.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE RIGHT CONNECTION…Westfield 12s’ Shannon O’Donnell hammers a solo home run to deep left field
in the second inning against Chatham in Westfield on July 19. Westfield won, 12-2.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOING HIS JOB ON OFFENSE…Blue Devil offensive lineman Jesse DeMartino, No. 65, prevents Bryan Domenick
(Middlesex High School) from penetrating during the Snapple Bowl. The Union County All-Stars won, 28-6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY INTO SECOND…Westfield White’s Jack Meiselman plows into second base for his second stolen base,
as Long Hill shortstop Nick Mink is a little late with the tag at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on July 20.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A LEGEND AT THE SNAPPLE BOWL…Frank Bottone, left, who recently
retired after 49 years at the helm of the New Providence High School football team
and finished in style with a North Jersey, Group 1, Section 2 title, along with
Director of Athletics Rob Harmer added their expertise to help the Union County
All-Stars trounce the Middlesex County All-Stars, 28-6.

WF’s PRYOR RULES ‘D’, FUSCHETTO 2 TDs, MAYERS TD

Union Co. All-Stars Smother
Middlesex in Snapple Bowl

More Westfield/Chatham  Photos –
goleader.com –  Online Cranford Sports

More Westfield/Long Hill  Photos –
goleader.com –  Online Cranford Sports

New York Knick Basketballer
Bill Bradley – July 28, 1943
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WF White Halts Long Hill, 7-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9Lady Blue Devil 12s Trample

Chatham Softball Girls, 12-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

O’Donnell, who went 1-for-2, with
two RBI and two runs scored, started
the scoring with a leadoff solo home
run in the bottom of the second in-
ning. On the mound, Grycan, who
yielded a run in the first inning and
another in the second, retired 12 of
the final 14 Cougars who stepped to
the plate. Grycan struck out seven
Cougars, while walking three and
allowing three singles.

“This was her strongest pitching
performance of the year. She got stron-
ger as the game went on. She didn’t
really lose the strike zone. She was
able to put the batters away and keep
us in the game,” Coach MacDonald
said.

After a scoreless and hitless first
inning, the Blue Devils’ bats came to
life, beginning with O’Donnell’s solo
blast, to finish with nine hits that
mixed well with the five free passes
that they received. Olivia Meyer
drilled a two-run double and a two-
run single, while scoring once. Julie
Ross went 2-for-2 with three RBI.
Grycan and Rinaldi each singled,
scored twice and had an RBI. Katie
Brown (2 walks, 2 stolen bases) and
Mastrocola (walk) each rapped a
single and scored twice. Panarese
walked and scored once.

“We made a small adjustment to
the pitcher, because her routine was a
little bit slower than we are used to. It
takes an inning or two to get used to

that. Once we figured it out, got our
weight back and figured out how to
hit through the middle of the ball, we
were much more successful,” Coach
MacDonald said.

Chatham scored a run in the first
when Meg Redmond singled and
scored on Jess Viola’s RBI single.
The Cougars upped their lead to 2-0
in the second when Erin Cronin
singled, advanced to third on a pair of
wild pitches and scored on Sarah
Stubeck’s groundout to second.

After O’Donnell’s home run in the
second, Rinaldi scored on Grycan’s
RBI single then Ross added an RBI
single to give Westfield a 3-2 lead. In
the third, the Blue Devils took advan-
tage of four straight walks and two
errors, and added Meyer’s two-run
double and Ross’ two-run single to
plate six runs.

In the fourth, Rinaldi looped an
RBI single to right field and Meyer
followed with a two-run single up the
middle to give Westfield a 10-run
lead. In the fifth, Grycan got the first
two Cougars to ground out to her,
then fanned the final batter to seal the
victory.

“This has been a great experience.
I like the little break from the high
school age group. I like to break it up
a little bit, and these girls are a lot of
fun,” Coach MacDonald said.
Chatham 110 00 2
Westfield 036 3x 12

Mink, LaRagina and Shelhorn all had
a single. Jake Korossy had an RBI.

Westfield took a 3-0 lead in the
bottom of the first inning. McNamara
singled and scored on Varano’s sharp
groundout to third. Pansini singled
then Kessler hammered his two-run
shot over the centerfield fence.

Long Hill answered with both of its
runs in the second. Lopez lined a
leadoff single to left, stole second and
scored on Sylvestri’s double to right.
Later, Korossy tapped a grounder to
short, scoring Sylvestri.

With Stanton, Long Hill’s ace
catcher, behind the plate for the re-
mainder of the game, Westfield White
was very cautious about attempting
to steal. However, they managed to
get around that obstacle with some
well-timed hit-and-run plays. The first
came in the second inning when
Ripperger, who was on first, took off
toward second as Humphrey rapped a
single to left. Stanton did, however,
manage to gun down a runner at third
to prevent any runs being scored.

Westfield pulled off another hit-
and-run play in the third that did
result in a run when Pansini whacked
a double to center as Varano scored
from first base.

“The catcher kept them from run-
ning, because he has a very strong
arm,” said Coach Heller. “The kids are
very well coached in what they need to
be doing in the team situation.”

Long Hill tried to get something
going in the third. The speedy Jared
Heller attempted a bunt single, but
the ball popped up behind the plate

when Westfield catcher Meiselman
made a diving grab to take some wind
out of Long Hill’s sails.

“One of the things that we work on
with our catchers is to anticipate things
around them very quickly. That was
one of the best plays he’s made all
year on a short popup that most times
this year would have fallen to the
ground. That was a big out,” Coach
Ripperger said.

“We had an opportunity to break
things open. We had somebody bunting
to move runners. He’s the best bunter
on our team. That was the situation we
were looking for. He made a good
attempt, but the catcher made a great
catch,” Coach Heller said.

Westfield White plated three runs
in the fifth to grab a 7-2 lead. Birkel
hopped his two-run double and Bartok
slashed his RBI single.

“Our defense was good. Our bats,
we took a lot of bad swings. A lot of
guys got fooled. They were kind of
half-swinging or didn’t make their
mind up. We really have to work on
our bats going forward if we are go-
ing to do anything in the playoffs,”
said Coach Ripperger, who added,
“This win was very important for us,
because it probably puts us into the
top-six for the playoffs. We have one
more game against Branchburg on
Saturday [July 23]. They are about
like us. It is probably very important
for us to beat them for seeding pur-
poses. If we win that game, we might
get the five seed.”
Long Hill 020 000 2
Westfield 301 03x 7

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

Adie

Shaalan

COLONIAL

Scotch Plains. 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial on a lined tree street.
Totally Renovated Kitchen with Center Island, Formal Dining
Room, Living Room with Wood Burning Fireplace, Family Room,
Master Bedroom with Full Bath and Walk-in Closet, Finished
Basement with laundry and Utility Room, Central Air, Attached
Garage, Fenced in Yard.

Nancy

Kronheimer

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

Westfield. Stunning 6 yr old CHC (3300+ sq ft), showcases elegant appointments,
hardwood flooring, and open, spacious floor plan. Situated on a priv corner lot in the
charming Brightwood Pond neighborhood, this home features a wrap around front
porch, 2-story entrance foyer. Sun filled LR, FDR, gourmet EIK that opens to a FR w/
fplc and a rear bonus sunroom with sliders that lead out to patio & fenced in yd. The 2nd
floor boasts a MBR Ste w/sitting area, 2 walk-in closets and Master Bath. There are 3 large
Bedrooms & 2 Baths. A beautifully fin bsmt is divided into 3 open rooms offering a rec
room, media room and play area. Finally, the walkup attic offers lots of storage space.

Niki

Fry

Mountainside. This Henry West Colonial is just a stones throw from
Echo Lake Golf Course. A front porch & 1st floor foyer welcome you to
an oversized LR, updated EIK & FDR. The den gives panoramic views of
the tiered gardens with two Slate patios-offering a perfect spot to enjoy the
lush setting. The 2nd floor features 3 very generously sized Bedrooms and
2 Baths, including the master. Additional amenities include a 2 car
garage, CAC and an oversized basement ready to be finished.

Associate of the Month

COLONIAL

Westfield. 1930’s 5 Bedroom 3.1 Bath updated colonial set on lush
.33acre. The 1st floor offers a generously sized LR with double sliders to
the patio and yard, pocket doors to the FDR and an inviting FR. The
EIK, renovated with cherry cabinetry and pantry, has a porcelain tile
floor and separate breakfast room with built-in server. The 3rd floor
bonus room includes a volume ceiling and is a perfect spot for an au-pair
or play room retreat. A 2 car gar, Central Air & high ceilinged basement.

Niki

Fry
Brendan

Keegel

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., JULY 31 1-5PM

Scotch Plains. This pristine 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial is
absolute perfection. Eat In Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Family
Room with wood burning fireplace, partially finished basement with
den, laundry and utility rooms, Underground Lawn Sprinkler, Privacy
Fence, Central Air, 2 car attached garage, nestled on a quiet cul-de-sac.
Directions: Mountain Avenue to Roberts Lane to Gary Court #5.

Nancy

Kronheimer

SPLIT

Westfield. Pristine & Completely Renovated 3 BR Split located on a
manicured corner lot. LR has bay window & rec lighting, LL FR, fin
basement, CAC. FR has chair rail and wainscoting with wood laminate
floor. Beautifully finished basement makes great playroom or office. Prof
landscaped, large back yard with in ground sprinkler system, deck, patio,
paver front walkway. 2 car wide driveway edged w/Belgium block, 1 car
BI gar. Absolutely nothing to do but move in! Close to schools and park.

COLONIAL

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:

50+ DIVISION A (July 21):
TEAM W   L
Renda Roads 17   2
Roselle American Legion 14   5
Liberty Lighting/Frenchy’s 11   8
Top Line Appliance 10   9
Awning Galore   9 10
Contact Lens & Vision   7 13

50+ DIVISION B:
TEAM W   L
Driftwood Bar & Grill I 12   7
Driftwood Bar & Grill II   9 12
Molly Maguire’s   9 12
Sun Tavern   6 15
D&K Associates   4 15

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION A:
TEAM W   L
Creative Industries I 13   3
Kilkenny House 13   4
TLC 10   6

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION B:
TEAM W   L
The Office 10   7
Nicolina Pizza  6   9
Creative Industries Too  4 12
Associated Auto Parts  1 16

Creative I 19, Associated 2
Tom Lombardi (perfect at the plate,

2 HRs, 4 RBI), Larry Berra (4-for-4),
Bill Reichle, Steve Ferro and Brian
Williams (multiple hits, HR, 3 RBI
each) led Creative. For Associated,
Larry Lesnik, Paul Brody and John
Tomaine had multiple hits.
TLC 19, The Office 5

Rich Polonitza (4-for-4, 2B, 3B),
Tom Pasko (3 hits, 2B, 3B), Richie
Taub (HR), and Oscar Harrison and
Wayne Michael (3 hits each) led TLC.
Gary Schaller and Bob Renaud (3
hits each) led the Office.
Kilkenny 16, Nicolina 8

Kilkenny broke it open in the fourth.
Creative Too 9, Associated 6

Joe Murano (age 86) won his sec-
ond game of the season. Charlie
Lehman (3 hits, 3 RBI), Walter
Maiback (3 hits, RBI), Ray Cozzarelli
(3 hits) and Tony Spade (2 hits, RBI)
led Creative. Associates Richie Krov,
Paul Brody, Pat Sarullo, John Tomaine
and Donny White had multiple hits.
Leftfielder Donny White had three
putouts in one inning.
Nicolina 10, The Office 4

The Pizzamen jumped to an early
lead. The Office hit into five double
plays. George Vercik and Steve
Brownstein (3 hits each) led Nicolina.
Joe Mitarotonda and Ernie Spinelli
(each 3-for-3) the losers.
Kilkenny 18, TLC 7

Kilkenny plated nine in the fifh.
Oscar Harrison (3 hits) led TLC.
Awnings 7, Top Line 5

Pitcher Tom Pasko (triple, HR, 3

RBI), Bob Rahnenfurer (3-for-3), and
Neil Granstrand and Mike Kovach
(multiple hits) led Awnings.
Sun Tavern 18, D&K 8
Sun men Rich Polinitza, Tom

Romanowicz, Tom Murray and Den-
nis Baker each contributed four hits.
Roselle Am/Leg 14, Contact 0

Pitcher Harry Streep scattered five
hits) and Bill Dugan turned three
double plays. Jeff Baier and Ed
Kushner (perfect offensively), Gene
Antonnucci (7 runs (reaching base 4
consecutive times), and Jim
McCullough, Pat Mooney and Chris
Paterek (2 hits each) led the Legion.
Driftwood II, 19, Driftwood I, 9

Driftwood II scored nine runs in the
seventh. Lester Reddick, Doc Henley
and Willie Shumate (3 hits each) led
Drifters II. For Linda’s I, Joe Sarica,
Mike DiRienzo (HR), Pat Enright and
Steve Adase had multi hit games. Jack
Helfrich slammed a home run.
Renda Roads 18, Molly’s 1

The Road Men banged out 23 hits.
Gary Pence (4-for-4), Dave Lavelle
and Tom Baldowski (4 hits, HR, 5
RBI each) led Renda. Dave Drechsel
and Vic Trindade (2 hits each) led
Molly’s.
Sun Tavern 9, D&K 0

Dennis Baker pitched a shut out, as
Tom Murray, Paul Newton and Ed
McColgan keyed the Tavern offense.
Top Line 14, Awnings 8

Ron Kulik (4 hits), Bob D’Meo and
Dave Ball (3 hits each), and Gary
Capaldo (3 RBI triple) led Top Line.
Neil Granstrand and Bob Lorincz (3
hits each), and John Campanella,
Mike Kovach, Bobby Rahnenfurher,
Ray Meigs and Brian Granstrand (all
with multiple hits) led Awnings.
Molly Maguires 27, Driftwood II, 10

Dave Drechsel (2 HRs, 6 RBI), Pat
Ahern (2 triples, 6 RBI), Mike Reutter
(HR, 6 RBI), Joe Menza (4-for-4,
triple), Vic Trindade (5-for-5, 5 runs
scored) and Mark McGlynn (4-for-4)
led Molly’s.
Contact Lens 17, Driftwood I, 5

Gerard McDermott (stellar de-
fense), Kerry Gelb, Ed Quinn and
Anthony Miccio (4 hits each) led
Contact. Joe Sarica (HR) and Andy
Holup (multiple hits) led Driftwood.
Renda Roads 10, LLG/Frenchy’s 3

Gary Pence, Joe Massimino, Ed
Belford and Tony Williams (3 hits
each), and Dave Lavelle (HR) led the
Roadsters.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JUST A LITTLE BIT OUT OF HER REACH…Westfield catcher Julie Ross
reaches for the softball as Chatham’s Meg Redmond scores in the first inning in
Westfield on July 19.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FLYING BACK TO THIRD…Westfield White’s Owen Ripperger dives back
towards third base in an effort to avoid being tagged out in the second inning.
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Union County Football All-Stars Smother Middlesex County All-Stars in Snapple Bowl, 28-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Year at halftime, received an out-
standing performance from one of
his players, running back Vinny
Fuschetto, who had a seven-yard
touchdown (TD) run in the first half
and turned a short reception into a 64-
yard TD gallop.

The UC offense worked in two
platoons. Papandrea ran one offense,
and Hillside quarterback Devonte
Ginyard ran the other. UC received
the opening kickoff and after a few
first downs were forced to punt, where
Trotter downed the ball at the
Middlesex two-yard line. A few plays
later, Satir Stevenson (Roselle) re-
covered Rontik Sadler’s (Dunellen)
fumble in the end zone for a UC TD.
Pat Eichner (Governor Livingston)
added the point after (PAT) to make
the score 7-0.

Due to the constant pressure and
discipline of the UC defense,
Middlesex’s offense sputtered. Pryor
was in on a number of tackles, includ-
ing a pair of quarterback sacks in the
first half. Roselle Park linebacker

Connor Gabriel made a huge tackle at
the Middlesex 19 to force a punt,
which gave UC possession at midfield
just before the end of the first quarter.

UC moved the ball to the seven
where Fuschetto, with a great block
from Westfield offensive lineman
Nick Matthews, hooked left into the
end zone for the TD with 10:18 left in
the half.

“We were going to run the 48 sweep.
He gave me a little tweak where I was
going to hook the end. I was much
bigger and I beat him,” Matthew de-
scribed.

After UC took the 14-0 lead,
Cranford tight end Bryan
Fitzsimmons said, “I am honored to
be here. I just can’t wait to see us with
a ‘W’. I hope we can hold it out.”

Middlesex made a valiant attempt
to get onto the board before halftime,
but UC defenders Eichner and Marcus
Allen (Union) ended the drive at the
Union 22 with a bump out of bounds.

With the persistence of the UC
defense and several more low-to-no

gain tackles by Pryor, including sacks
of six yards and two yards, respec-
tively, Middlesex continued to spin
its wheels. Eichner, from his defen-
sive back position, also threw a
wrench into Middlesex’s operation
with a diving interception at the Union
23.

After Papandrea carried the ball
for three yards, he handed off to Darius
Mayers (Roselle), who was swarmed
by nearly the entire Middlesex defen-
sive line near the line of scrimmage.
Instead of going to the turf, Mayers
kept churning with second, third,
fourth and fifth efforts, until he broke
free and sprinted down the right side-
line for a 74 yard TD with 1:43 left in

the third quarter. Eichner added the
PAT.

After Pryor’s six-yard sack forced
a punt, UC took over possession at
their own 36. After a run for no gain
and an incomplete pass, Fuschetto
caught a little off-tackle pass and
turned on the burners down the left
sideline for his 64-yard TD with 10:41
remaining to plant UC firmly in the
driver’s seat, 28-0.

Middlesex got its only score when
Karim Sawyer snagged a short pass
on the right sideline and sprinted 60
yards for the TD with 6:29 remain-
ing. The PAT failed.

Pryor’s final sack late in the game
extinguished any hopes of Middlesex
scoring again.

“I kept my intensity. Coach told us
that the ‘D’ line had to run every-

thing, so we just went out there, ev-
erybody, and just did our thing. The
first practice that we had, everybody
connected real quickly. From there,
we just bonded the whole time,” Pryor
said.

“We put in a lot of time over the last
week with double sessions. The
coaches really pounded it in mentally
the plays to us, both on offense and
defense,” DeMartino said. “Coming
into this game, we felt really secure
with all the material.”

“Even though they [Middlesex] had
more practices, we wanted to get out
there. You read all this &@!!$^##
about how they have eight ‘D[ivision]
I’ players. We just wanted to go out
and make a statement even though
their line probably had about 500
pounds on our line, but we still came

out, pushed them around and ran the
ball. That’s what we wanted to do,”
Matthews said. “We played as one
team instead of a bunch of individu-
als like Middlesex. A team is going to
win.”

“They [UC defense] are a bunch of
individuals who came together as a
team. They had a couple of great
sacks and a couple of great tackles. It
reminds me back in the Westfield
days. It was a good time watching
them on defense from the sidelines,”
DeMartino said. “It was definitely
[great], because of all the stakes com-
ing into this game, their [Middlesex]
win streak, all the snap talk they were
giving us. It was a really good feeling
to come out with a win.”
Middlesex 0 0 0 6 6
Union 7 7 7 7 28

908-301-2015, Direct
#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.   An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield…Unique opportunity for extended family, great for entertaining with gracious floor plan. 6 BR, 4 ½ BTH expanded
ranch offers style & elegance w/hardwood floors throughout, generous room sizes, abundant closets/storage, 2 master bedroom
suites, & finished basement w/media area w/surround sound and pool table. Living room w/French drs to patio, formal
dining room, gourmet kitchen w/stainless steel appliance, granite counters, sunny dining area with bay wndw, brick walled
cozy den w/frplc, & private bedroom wing with master & two bedrooms. Additional living space 2nd floor/2 bath/ 2/3
bedrooms. Home has unobtrusive handicap access - easily removable. New Cac, 2 car garage, private backyard.       $849,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, July 31st 1-4PM • 810 Willow Grove Road

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SUCCESSFUL EVENING ON DEFENSE…Westfield Blue Devil defensive lineman Garrett Pryor takes a breather on the
sidelines. Pryor made numerous tackles for low-to-no gains, including several quarterback sacks.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFINITELY HAVING SOMETHING TO CHEER ABOUT…The Union County cheerleaders express their joy of victory
after the Union County All-Stars defeated the Middlesex All-Stars, 28-6, in the Snapple Bowl.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

See Many More Photos of the Snapple Bowl
goleader.com –  Click “Online Cranford Sports”

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2010
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
jayne.bernstein@gmail.com

JAYNE BERNSTEIN
Sales Associate

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Architecturally spectacular, mid-century 5 BR, 5.1 bath home recently refurbished with stunning upscale finishes.
Highlights include sleek Veneta Cucine custom kitchen overlooking central atrium; dramatic living room with 18-
foot ceiling, sculptural fireplace and conversation pit; separate family room and media room; master suite with multi-
room dressing/bath area; four additional bedrooms including secluded bed/bath suites on the second and ground
levels. The exterior has been extensively landscaped and includes a fabulous in-ground pool. Located on a cul-de-sac
street, just around the corner from Tamaques Park, this unique home is one you don't want to miss! DIR: Lambert's
Mill Rd. to Kirkview Circle.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, JULY 31st • 1-4PM

6 Kirkview Circle, Westfield $1,120,000

Search for
homes

from your
cell phone!
Text “jbcb”
to “87778”
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WF Aquaducks Make Waves
In Synchronized Swim National

SWIMMING IN CELEBRATION…The Westfield Area “Y” Aquaducks 11-12
age group celebrates after completing their team routine at the Synchronized
Swimming Nationals Competition in Seattle.

The Westfield Area “Y” Aquaducks
competed in three age groups; 11-12,
13-15, and 16-17, at the Age Group
Nationals event in Seattle, Wash. from
June 28 to July 2.

Swimming to “Live and Let Die,”
the 16-17 girls earned ninth place
overall after swimming repeatedly
up through the Finals round. Their
compelling costumes attracted the eye
of Seattle Times photographers, who
illustrated their coverage of the event
with pictures of Westfield’s team. The
athletes include Corinne Barrow,
Kathleen Barry, Allison Caramico,
Melanie Grycan, Veronica Grycan,
Alexandra Rood, Caitlyn Tierney,
Emily Vaslas and Kristina Wenner.

Also earning qualification to com-
pete at Nationals were three small
routines – a trio from teammates
Corinne Barrow, Melanie Grycan and
Kristina Wenner swimming to “Gos-
pel,” a duet with Allison Caramico
and Caitlyn Tierney to a medley from
“Burlesque,” and a duet with Alex
Rood and Emily Vaslas to “Spanish”
music.

Emma Chen, Astha Dutta, Rachel
Geskin, Katherine McGowan,
Marissa Miller, Colleen Powers,
Madelyn Rinaldo and Mariana Zaman

comprised the 13-15 year old team
that placed 20th to the music of “Little
Shop of Horrors”. Small routines in-
cluded a solo from Veronica Grycan
and two duets, one from Veronica
Grycan and Maddie Rinaldo, and one
from Emma Chen and Mariana
Zaman.

Rinaldo also competed in the 11-
12group and swam a solo routin to
the music of Ponchielli’s “Dance of
the Hours,” which placed 12th out of
44 swimmers. She also earned the
honor of membership in the East
Zone All Stars team for her excep-
tional performances during the sea-
son. The East Zone All Stars are the
10 qualifying girls from teams
throughout the East Zone, which
spans Pa. to N. H.

The 11-12 group swam to a medley
of Elvis songs and placed 20th in the
semifinal round out of 32 teams. The
swimmers were Leah Andrews, An-
drea Diaz, Inna Gorelik, Jennifer Huo,
Briana McGowan, Emma Rogers,
Maggie Tierney and Aine Wall. A trio
routine swum by Leah Andrews,
Briana McGowan and Katherine
McGowan, and a solo by Katherine
McGowan also qualified for this se-
lective competition.

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:

ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of July 22:)

TEAM W   L Pct
St. James 9   5 .643
St. Anthony 9   5 .643
St. Joseph 8   6 .571
St. Jude 5   7 .417
St. Aloysius 2 12 .143

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM W   L Pct
St. George 11   3 .786
St. Rocco   8   7 .533
St. Killian   7   7 .500
St. John   6   7 .462
St. Anne   4 10 .286

St Joseph 14, St James 10
Matt Daly (5 hits, 4 RBI) and David

Weischadle (6 RBI) led the Joey’s. Tom
Ulichny (4 hits) and Marty Bernstein,
Tom Grycan and Kevin St. Onge (3 hits
apiece) led the James Gang.
St Killian 16, St George 15

Killian held off a five-run seventh
inning by the Georges. Jason Semple,
Lou Balestriere and Stephen
Mavrakes (3 hits each) led Killian.
Dave Roth (5 hits), Pete Costello (4
hits) and Marty Marks and Bryan
Munoz (3 hits each) led George.
St John 17, St Anne 3

Gus Alvarez (3 hits, 4 RBI), Kevin
Spellman (4 RBI) and Chris Nardi (3
runs scored) led St. John. Bob
McGuiness (3 hits) and Gerry Riepe
(2 hits) led the Annies.
St Joseph 14, St Killian 13

Killian plated eight runs in the first.
The Joeys scored the go ahead run in
the top of the seventh, on a double by
Steve Polak. Lou Messano, Joe
DeRosa, Ed Villaverde and James
Barba (3 hits apiece) led the Joeys.
Lou Balestriere and Dan Margolis
had three hits each for Killian.

St John 12, St Anne 6
Nash Warfield, Chris Giordano,

Marty Garcia and Jack Kennedy had
four hits apiece for the Annies. Chris
Nardi, Gus Alvarez and Dave Hill (3
hits each) led John.
St Anthony 7, St Rocco 0 (forfeit)
St James 6, St Anthony 3

Charlie Baier (3 hits) led St Anthony.
Paul Campanile (3 hits) led St James.
St Killian 17, St Anne 8

Big scoring drives in the 4th and 7th
innings for Kilian sealed the victory.
Jim D’Arecca (4 hits, 3 RBI), Stephen
Mavrakes (4 hits), Paul Leso and Dan
Margolis (3 RBI each) led Killian. Annie
Chris Giordano rapped four hits.
St Jude 7, St Joseph 6

“Hey Jude” won it in the bottom of
the seventh on Varojuan Baboomian’s
RBI hit scoring Michael Walch. Joe
DeRosa, John (OJ) Simpson and
David Weischadle (2 hits each) led
the Joeys.
St George 17, St John 14

Pete Costello (6-for-6) and Ron
Labin (4 hits) led St. George. Gus
Alvarez and John Deitch (4 RBI each)
led St. John.
St Anthony 13, St Aloysius 6

The Tonys scored three in the fourth,
five in the sixth and three in the sev-
enth. Kevin Woodring (5-for-5) and
Jeff Balish (4 hits) led Anthony.
Backup pitcher Chris Paterek (4 hits),
Rob Stratton (3 hits) and Paul Bifani
(HR) led St. Aloysius.
St Rocco 11, St James 8

Keith Middleton (3 hits) and Matt
Fugett (4 hits) ignited the Roccos.
Marty Bernstein, Bob Cihanowyz and
Dave Rothenberg (3 hits each) led the
James Gang.

MOVE-IN
SPECIALS!

Elegantly appointed 1- & 2-bedroom apartments include full-size 
washer/dryer and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

CALL NOW!
908.206.9452

for hours and directions
www.MillenniumHomes.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

Westfield 13U Blue Wins
Medford Killer ‘B’ Tourney

KILLER ‘B’ TOURNEY CHAMPIONS…The Westfield Blue 13U boys travel
baseball team captured the Medford Killer “B” Tournament Crown. Pictured,
left to right, are: front row; bat boy Sean Marner; second row, Jack Petrovcik,
Jacob Kurstedt, Liam Loughlin, Jack Curry, Dylan Scott and Jacob Furst; third
row, Hopper Murray, Justin Yoon, Harry Wachtel, Owen Monaghan, JD Marner
and Kyle McIntyre; back row, Rich Furst, Matt Loughlin, Head Coach John
Monaghan, Frank McIntyre and Dave Kurstedt.

The Westfield Blue 13U baseball
team captured the Medford Killer “B”
tournament crown with a perfect 4-0
record in South Jersey on July 15-17.

In Game 1, Westfield rapped the
GVAA Voorhees team, 12-5. Next,
Westfield stopped the East Coast Base-
ball club with great fundamental de-
fense, outstanding pitching and solid
offense. The third win came on July 17
against Moorestown to ensure
Westfield as the only unbeaten team in
its division. Hopper Murray, Owen
Monaghan, Liam Loughlin, Justin
Yoon, JD Marner, Harry Wachtel and
Dylan Scott all pitched well, and Kyle
McIntyre played tough behind the
plate. Jake Kurstedt, Jack Curry, Jacob
Furst and Jack Petrovcik anchored the
defense and provided solid hitting.

As the top seed, Westfield Blue
played the Haddon Township Hawks
for the title, which turned out to be an

extra-inning nail biter. One out away
from losing and with no one on base,
Westfield battled from a two-run defi-
cit in the top of the seventh inning.
Kyle Mac thumped a triple. Kurstedt
and Loughlin followed with clutch
hits to put Westfield up by a run.

In the bottom of the seventh, a couple
of fine outfield defensive plays and
good pitching limited the opponent to a
run. In the eighth, Westfield erupted for
five runs and then held the opponent to
three runs in the bottom of the inning to
bring home the tournament trophy.

“We had a great weekend of fun
and baseball, and the boys played like
champions. The team never gave up
on the field, while exhibiting great
sportsmanship. The boys showed
great character and represented the
town of Westfield and our team as
gentlemen both on and off the field,”
Head Coach John Monaghan said.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

#1 Agent, Westfield Office 2006-2010
#1 Listing Agent, Westfield Office 2004-2010

www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

email: isre@aol.com
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

202 Dickson Drive, Westfield $699,900
Immaculate,  beautifully maintained  7 room, 3 BR, 2-1/2 bath Colonial w/
great addition! Formal LR w/fplc., Sunken FDR;  Center island EIK, FR w/cath.
Ceiling & fplc., mud room & powder rm.   The second floor boasts:  a MBR w/
dressing room w/vanity & 2 closets & a private bath;  2 additional BR’s & a full
bath.  The LL has a rec. rm. + storage/laundry room.  Outside, the deck
overlooks the beautifully landscaped yard.  Situated on a corner lot, just 2
houses in from Tamaques park, for all your recreation needs,  this delightful
home is ready for you to move in & enjoy! DIR: Willow Grove to Dickson Dr.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, July 31st • 1-4PM

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

Americans Defeat Nationals
In 10U All-Star Game, 16-7
The Central Jersey Baseball League

(CIBL) held its 21st annual 10U All-
Star Game pitting the American Divi-
sion against the National Division at
Stony Brook Field in North Plainfield
on July 9. Playing for the American
Division from Westfield White were
Sean Boley, Matt Crowley and Nathan
Hefner, coached by Brian Crowley.
Playing for the National Division from
Westfield Blue were John Andrew
Humiston and Matt McIntyre,
coached by John Humiston.

The Nationals grabbed a 5-3 lead
in the first inning; however, Hefner
came in to pitch a scoreless top of the
second inning. Crowley and Boley
each recorded hits to ignite a four-run

bottom of the second to make the
score 7-5.

Humiston and McIntyre recorded
solid hits in the fifth inning to help the
Nationals to tie the game, 7-7. In the
bottom of the fifth, the Nationals
brought in ace pitcher Luke Jackson
from South Orange/Maplewood.

The American All-Stars latched
onto Jackson’s fastballs and scored
nine runs to take a 16-7 lead going
into the sixth inning. Boley came in to
pitch and recorded a 1-2-3 inning,
striking out two and getting some
strong fielding from Crowley, who
played a rocket hit by Humiston off
the 200-foot mark in centerfield to
threw him out going into second base.

636 Clark Street  Westfield, NJ 
Spacious Colonial with hardwood floors, moldings & high 
ceilings. The living room flows to the  formal dining room & 
sunroom. The family room opens to the updated gourmet 
kitchen offering Viking appliances. There is a master suite, 
3 more bedrooms & an updated bath. The rec room with 
wet bar, patio, fenced yard & convenient location enhance 
this home. Presented for $899,000. Dir: Dudley to Clark

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 
 908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2010

940 Highland Avenue  Westfield, NJ  
Classic style, hardwood floors & custom built-ins enliven 
this sprawling home. The spacious living room adjoins the 
formal dining room with French doors to the enclosed 
porch. Relax in the family room & in the updated eat-in 
kitchen with laundry area. There are five bedrooms, two & 
one half baths, central air-conditioning, newer roof & fur-
nace and a beautiful property with brick patio. Presented 
for $899,000. Dir: Dudley to Highland, corner of Hillside

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Public Open House Sunday July, 31st 1– 4 pm

Public Open House Sunday July, 31st 1– 4 pm

Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball Final Standing:

The Sofa Kings and Stage House
grabbed the regular-season title in
their respective B and A divisions of
the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League to gain the No. 1 seed for the
playoffs. Hocus Pocus and Park Bev-
erage received the other byes.

MONDAY DIVISION (JULY 21):
TEAM W   L
Sofa Kings 13   5
Theresa’s/Hocus Pocus 10   8
Sun Tavern 10   8
Five Guys   9   9
Outlawz   7 11
Neighborhood Painting   5 13

WEDNESDAY DIVISION:
TEAM W   L
Stage House 15   2
Park Beverage/Legion 14   3
Trinity Electric   8   9
Diva Salon   7 10
Clean Green/Flannery’s   6 11
Grillestone   1 16

ALL-STARS…The Westfield 10U All-Stars, pictured, left to right, are: John
Andrew Humiston, Matt Crowley, Nathan Hefner, Sean Boley and Matt McIntyre.

WF 10U Black Rips Fanwood,
Blasts Branchburg Bulldogs

RAPPING A TWO-RUN DOUBLE…Westfield 10U Black’s Adam Holtzman
rapped a double down the line to score Tucker Siegel and Jack Gerris against
Fanwood at Tamaques 3 in Westfield on July 15.

The Westfield Black 10U baseball
team closed out its regular-season
with a 16-3 win over Fanwood at
Tamaques 3 in Westfield on July 15
and a 23-11 blasting of the Branchburg
Bulldogs Blue on July 19 at Gumbert
2 in Westfield, improving to 7-6 in the
New Providence Green League.

Against Fanwood, Westfield
grabbed a 5-1 lead in the first frame.
Sandy Miller ripped a two-run double
that drove in Brian Hinkel and Jack

Gerris. Thomas DeRosa later blasted
a three-run dinger over the right-
centerfield netting.

In the second-inning, Westfield
erupted for six runs. Adam Holtzman
and Jeffrey Bennett delivered back-
to-back doubles that knocked in Sean
O’Brien, Gerris and Tucker Siegel.
DeRosa and Andrew Zanfanga tapped
RBI singles and Kyle Campenello
drew a bases-loaded walk. Westfield
added five insurance runs in the third,
plating O’Brien, Siegel, Hinkel,
Holtzman and Bennett.

The Branchburg Bulldogs Blue
rattled Westfield with a 10-run first
inning. Westfield clawed its way back
with contributions up and down the
lineup. Michael Charlton cracked a
grand slam and Gerris drilled a three-
run triple in the second inning.
Westfield added seven runs in the
fourth. Holtzman’s triple to the fence
scored Miller. Zanfanga followed with
an RBI groundout. Campenello poked
an RBI single. O’Brien slashed his
second double of the game, a two-run
shot, and Jeremy Cha added an RBI
single to right.

Westfield head coach Jeff Gerris
said, “The team really came together
over the last few weeks. The boys
played with their heads and their
hearts, and I’m proud of the way they
picked each other up. I’m hopeful we
can keep the momentum going in the
playoffs.”
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CLASSIFIEDS

10 offices servicing Northern and Central New Jersey

Westfield Office: 436 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ  908.654.6666
www.prominentproperties.comEQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUN I T Y

624 CARLETON ROAD $855,000
Turn of the Century Victorian Colonial lovingly maintained features LR w/fpl,
FDR, lg eat-in updated kitchen, Fam Rm opens to deck, beautifully landscaped
yard, 1car det gar. Walking distance to NYC trans, shops.
Dir: Central-Park, L on Carleton or So.Ave to Blvd, L on Park, R on Carleton

WESTFIELD

2242 OLD FARM ROAD                $419,000
Large Bi-Level features 4BRs, 2.5 baths, large LR with gas fireplace, Eat In
Kitchen leads to deck, Formal Dining Room, Family Room with doors to patio
2 car oversized attached garage. All on quiet street.

Dir: Westfield Rd to Old Farm Road

SCOTCH PLAINS TOWNSHIP

612 ELM STREET $875,000
Charming 5BR Col with rocking chair porch and 2 car detached gar. Updated
Eat In Kit w/lg dining area, SS Viking applncs, granite counters & butler
pantry LRw/fpl, FDR. 5th BR on 3rd flr feats priv sitting porch.

Dir: East Dudley to Elm Street

WESTFIELD

980 RARITAN ROAD $659,000
Captivating Custom 3BR, 3 bath updated home on gorgeous property with
Inground pool. Gourmet Kitchen, Lg Family Rm with fpl & pizza oven, Formal
DR, Formal LR, part fin bsmt w/wet bar, 3 car garage.

Dir: Raritan Rd opposite Orchard

SCOTCH PLAINS TOWNSHIP

LLooccaall TToouucchh……GGlloobbaall RReeaacchh..

Marketing New Jersey
Real Estate at the

Highest Level ©

OPEN HOUSE SUN 7/31 • 1-4PM OPEN HOUSE SUN 7/31 • 1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE SUN 7/31 • 1-4PM OPEN HOUSE SUN 7/31 • 1-4PM

WF Silver 10U Grabs Gold
At ‘Battle of Spanktown’

The Westfield Silver 10U baseball
team defeated Elmora to win the
championship in the Battle of
Spanktown Tournament held in
Rahway on July 22.

Westfield took a 5-0 lead after three
innings as result of Noah Levy launch-
ing a bases-clearing double and RBI
from Matt Leone and Kyle Wynne.
Drew Glassman pitched three score-
less innings for Westfield recording
eight strikeouts.

Tim McGann and Nathan Gotz lim-
ited Elmora to four runs in the fourth,
but Westfield came back with three
runs in the fifth with strong at-bats
from Felix Baur and Jesse Katz to pick
up RBI. Kyle Wynne pitched the last
two innings, holding Elmora to two
runs on one hit, and Sean Flynn crossed
the plate in the top of the sixth to put
Westfield up 9-6 after smashing a hit
that rolled past the fence but was ruled
a ground rule double.

Solid catching from Alex Park lim-
ited the steals and helped keep the
game tight. Strong defense by Gavin
Tanji and web gems by McGann and
Gotz in the last inning sealed the
victory for Westfield Silver.

Though unavailable to play in the
championship game, Christian Kreusser
and Anthony Iacoponi both contrib-
uted to previous tournament victories
leading up to the final win. The team is
coached by Chris Flynn with assistants
Mike Katz and Guy Levy.

Contact Steve Cuttler (stevecuttler@comcast.net) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPANKTOWN CHAMPS…The Westfield Silver 10U baseball team won the
Battle of Spanktown Tournament held in Rahway on July 22.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
#1 Realtor Coldwell Banker Westfield Offices ~ Buyer Controlled Sales 2010, 2008 & 2007

#2 Realtor Coldwell Banker Westfield Offices ~ Overall production 2010, 2008, 2007

Kimberley A. Haley

Sales Associate

908.301.2004

Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com

www.KimHaley.com

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Public Open House Event ~ Sunday 1-4pm

972 Woodmere Drive, Westfield

Newly renovated Center Hall Colonial in the heart of Brightwood boasts privacy and gorgeous views from its 

10 rooms.  This fine home offers a formal Dining Room & Living Room with fireplace, gourmet Eat-in 

Kitchen, first floor Family Room with built-ins, new  patio overlooking rear yard and private lane, hardwood 

floors, central air, new  windows, Master bedroom suite with spa bathroom, finished basement with Recreation 

Room and office!                   Offered for $1,150,000

Coldwell Banker
    Residential Brokerage Westfield East

209 Central Avenue

Westfield, NJ  07090

908.233.5555

The College of NJ
Announces Graduates
EWING - The following local resi-

dents were among 2,100 students who
participated in the 2011 Commence-
ment Ceremony at The College of
New Jersey on Friday, May 16, on
campus in Lions’ Stadium:

Gregory Boyle earned a Bachelor
of Music in Music Education, Cum
Laude and a resident of Westfield.

Emily Gee earned a Bachelor of
Arts in History, and a resident of
Westfield.

Katherine Morgan earned a Bach-
elor of Science in Biology, and a
resident of Westfield.

Hope Skibitsky earned a Bachelor
of Arts in English, Cum Laude and a
resident of Westfield.

Christopher Snyder earned a Bach-
elor of Science in Finance, Cum
Laude and a resident of Cranford.

Matthew Miller earned a Bachelor
of Science in Marketing, and a resi-
dent of Cranford.

Franco Difabio earned a Bachelor
of Science in Economics, and a resi-
dent of Cranford.

Glenn Eisenberg earned a Bach-
elor of Arts in Political Science, Ma-
gna Cum Laude and a resident of
Cranford.

Julie Garretson earned a Bachelor
of Arts in Psychology, and a resident
of Cranford.

Kimberly Baglieri earned a Bach-
elor of Science in Health and Exer-
cise Science, Summa Cum Laude
and a resident of Cranford.

Erin Madden earned a Bachelor of
Science in Marketing, and a resident
of Garwood.

Education News – Pages 13 & 14

Lions Club Presents
Awards, Scholarships
GARWOOD – The Garwood Lions

Club traditionally recognizes the aca-
demic achievements of the borough’s
eighth-grade and high-school gradu-
ates by presenting them with savings
bonds and college scholarships.

Eighth-grade graduates recently
awarded the Donald M. Boyden Me-
morial Award for the highest aca-
demic averages were Katerina
Hermanova and Alyssa Marie Beyer.
Katerina also was awarded the Daniel
F. Snyder Memorial Award for achiev-
ing the highest average in science.

The Lions additionally awarded
two college scholarships at the an-
nual awards ceremony to Garwood
seniors graduating from Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark. Re-
cipients were Dylan Madden and
Erica Snihur.

Although the Lions are best known
for recycling eyeglasses, this inter-
national service organization also
sponsors the borough’s annual Hal-
loween parade and many youth ac-
tivities as well as an annual picnic
for Garwood’s senior citizens.

To learn more about Lionism and
obtain membership information, call
Peggy Briggs at (908) 654-4977.

Van Epp Receives
Masters Degree

WELLINGTON SQUARE, OX-
FORD - Marissa Van Epp of
Westfield, daughter of Tim Van Epp
and Barbara Wong and older sister of
Sirena Van Epp, received her Master
of Philosophy in Social Anthropol-
ogy from Oxford University in the
United Kingdom on July 16. She
plans to return to the UK in the fall for
a Master of Science in Environment
and Development from the London
School of Economics and Political
Science.

Marissa Van Epp

GARAGE SALE

770 Kimball Ave, Westfield
(x Jefferson St)

SUNDAY, July 31st, 9 am - 4 pm
Furniture, Household Items, Toys.

Come on by for  a
good buy on everything!!!!

DRIVERS, CDL-A

Home EVERY Weekend
$1,000 Sign-On Bonus

Top Pay & More!
Burlington, NJ based regional runs!

FFE / Frozen Food Express
Heath: 1-800-397-2917

LEGAL SECRETARY

Westfield law firm seeks
experienced part-time legal
secretary. Computer skills,
knowledge of MS word and ability
to take dictation using computer
required. Fax resume to

(908) 233-4465

NEED A BABYSITTER?

For weekends, evenings or
traveling. Honest, Loves Children.
Have own transportation,
references & experience.

(908) 342-2860

‘Expanding Horizons’
Teacher Expo Schedule Told
AREA – The Teacher Expo, “Ex-

panding Teaching Horizons,” an in-
formative expo for professional edu-
cators, will be held in four locations
in New Jersey this summer. Admis-
sion and parking is free. Reserva-
tions, or pre-registration is not re-
quired. The exhibits will be open
from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

The 2011 schedule of is as follows:
Thursday, July 28, Central New Jer-
sey – Hilton Garden Inn, 50 Raritan
Center Parkway, Edison; Noon – 1
p.m. – “The Bully Proof Classroom”
– Presented by Regional Training
Center; 3:30-4:30 p.m. “The 20
Coolest Things (that you can do with
a SMART Board)” – Presented by
Tequipment Inc.

Thursday, August 4, Northern
Shore Region –– Sheraton, 6 Indus-
trial Way East, at Route 35,
Eatontown; Noon – 1 p.m., “Styles of
Teaching: Personality Types” – Pre-
sented by Regional Training Center;
3:30 - 4:30 p.m. – “Fight Childhood
Obesity, What Teachers Need to
Know” – Presented by Nutrition Edu-
cation 4 Kids.

Wednesday, August 10, Northern
New Jersey –– Wayne PAL, 1 PAL
Drive, Wayne; Noon – 1 p.m. – “Per-
sonality Styles in the Classroom”-
Presented by Regional Training Cen-
ter; 3:30-4:30 p.m. – “Integrating Rich
Media into SMART Notebook”– Pre-
sented by Tequipment Inc.

Wednesday, August 17, Cherry
Hill Region –– Holiday Inn, 2175
Marlton Pike (Route 70), Cherry
Hill, – 1 p.m. – “Your Personality
Style and MORE!” – Presented by
Regional Training Center; 3:15 –
4:15 p.m. “College Board 101” pre-
sented by College Board.

The Teacher Expo will feature ex-
hibits on a wide variety of topics
including: publishers, professional
development information, curricu-
lum enhancement, innovations, tech-
nology, school supplies, financial/
retirement planning, colleges and
universities, class trips, assembly
programs, fundraisers and more.

The workshops are designed for
teachers of grades K-12. Each par-
ticipant will receive a “One Profes-
sional Development Hour Certificate”
at the conclusion of the presentation.

Programs are subject to change.
View more information about the
workshops at teacherexpos.com.
Register in advance for the
workshops by calling (201) 634-
0338, or by emailing
workshops@teacherexpos.com.
Please include your full name, ad-
dress, phone number and email ad-
dress when you register.

Everyone who attends The Teacher
Expos will receive free samples,
giveaways and chances to win door
prizes. Coupons, ordered in advance,
can be redeemed for three additional
chances to win door prizes the day
of the Expo. Order the coupons di-
rectly from Eagle Productions, LLC,
PO Box 9222, Paramus, N.J. 07653-
9222, or by calling (201) 634-0338.
Advance orders must be received 10
days prior to each Expo.

The Asbury Park Press, The Cou-
rier Post, The Home News, and North
Jersey 1500 WGHT Radio, are Spon-
sors of the Teacher Expos.

For exhibitor and visitor informa-
tion, contact Eagle Productions, LLC
at (201) 634-0338 or
www.teacherexpos.com.

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

If you need someone to clean
your house, leave it to us. You
have better things to do. We’re a
reliable couple with excellent
references. (862) 307-3481

FINANCIAL SECURITY-LEARN HOW

International marketing nutritional
and image company seeks
motivated partners in a business
you own; working it part-time. No
investment required. Exclusive
training provided. Contact:
http:/flecomte.nsedreams.com

Available to clean houses,
offices and apartments.

5 yrs cleaning experience,
own trans. & equipment.

References available.
(908) 361-0453

FERNANDO’S CLEANING

CHILDCARE

Childcare provided in my Westfield
home. Loving, fun, stimulating
environment. I am in walking
distance to a playground. Infants
and toddlers welcome. Anne

(908) 232-3421

BEST WESTFIELD TUTORS

High School and College Prep
Make sure your child succeeds in
high school and freshman year!
Critical reading and writing skills
improved by seasoned college
professors.

Contact Shannon Walsh at
tutorforthebest@gmail.com

PL CSR WANTED

Well Respected Insurance Agency
seeks PL CSR. 3 years agency
experience and license required.
Great Benefits and Salary.
Fax resume to (732) 453-8771

SALES PEOPLE WANTED

Well Respected Insurance
Agency seeks Outside Sales
people. Looking for motivated,
committed salespeople with P&C
experience. Very Competitive
Commissions. Fax resume to

(732) 453-8771

ERRANDS & MORE

Helping Time for Seniors &
Disabled, Light Housekeeping,
Shopping, Doctors Appointments.
Reliable, Excellent references.

(732) 726-0241

William and Mary
Announces Grads

WILLIAMSBURG, Va.- Melissa
Montagna of Mountainside recently
graduated from the College of Will-
iam and Mary with a Bachelor of
Science degree.

Virginia Tech
Announces Dean’s List

BLACKSBURG, Va. — The fol-
lowing students enrolled at Virginia
Tech were named to the dean’s list for
the spring 2011 semester. To qualify
for the dean’s list, students must at-
tempt at least 12 credit hours graded
on the A-F option and earn a 3.4
grade point average (on a 4.0 scale)
during the semester.

Kathryn R. Abruzzo of Westfield.
Kathryn is a junior majoring in me-
chanical engineering in the College
of Engineering.

Grace A. Mahoney of Westfield.
Grace is a freshman majoring in gen-
eral engineering in the College of
Engineering.

CONGRATULATIONS…Mattie D. of
Scotch Plains accepts his diploma from
Elementary Program Supervisor and
Assistant Principal Tara Hayek at The
Children’s Institute’s June 10 Moving
Up Ceremony. The Children’s Insti-
tute (TCI) is the second oldest school in
the state for children with autism, and
learning and emotional disabilities.

Davis Receives Masters
Of Arts Degree

NEW YORK, N.Y. - Lindsey Sank
Davis, of Scotch Plains and Hoboken,
recently received her Masters of Arts
in Forensic Psychology from John
Jay College of Criminal Justice in
New York City.

Lindsey, the daughter of Bruce and
Anne Sank Davis, also of Scotch
Plains, is a graduate of Scotch Plains
Fanwood High School, Class of 2001
and Dartmouth College, Class of
2005. Lindsey will be pursuing her
PhD in Clinical Forensic Psychology
at John Jay in the fall.

SUCCESS…Lindsey Davis, pictured
with Pulitzer Prize winning playwright
Tony Kushner, Honorary Degree re-
cipient and Keynote Speaker at the
John Jay College of Criminal Justice
commencement, received her Masters
of Arts in Forensic Psychology.

WHS  Class of 1981
30th Reunion

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
High School Class of 1981 30th
Reunion will be held Friday, No-
vember 4, at the Westwood in
Garwood from 7 to 11 p.m. The
cost is $85 per person until Sep-
tember 1 and $90 per person
from September 2 through Oc-
tober 15. Included in the price
are heavy Hors D’oeuvres and
an open bar.

Join your former classmates
for a weekend full of fun. If
interested in attending, make
checks payable to: Westfield
High School Reunion 81 and
mail to Brenda Acanfora, 314
Landsdowne Avenue,
Westfield, NJ 07090.

 An event is planned for the
evening of Saturday, November
5, (not included in reunion price)
at The Crossroads in Garwood.
Entertainment will be provided
by several classmates who will
be hitting the stage.

For more information,
or questions email
theotruch@gmail.com or call
Theo at (908) 956-1273, or
Brenda at  (908) 232-1360.

The reunion committee is
looking forward to seeing ev-
eryone.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
*** During the Summer Months, Area Youth Baseball Games & Men’s Softball Will Be Displayed on the Cranford Youth Sports Pages ***

WF’s PRYOR RULES ‘D’, PIONEER FUSCHETTO 2 TDs, RAM MAYERS TD, COUGAR PAPANDREA WORKS OFFENSE

Union County All-Stars Smother Middlesex in Snapple Bowl
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Preparation for a showdown of grid
greats clearly gave the Union County
(UC) high school football All-Stars a
leg up on the Middlesex All-Stars in
the annual Snapple Bowl at Kean
University in Union on July 21.

The disciplined UC defensive play-
ers stayed in their positions and
smothered the potent Middlesex of-
fense, limiting it to only one first
down in the first half and holding it
scoreless until 6:29 remaining in the

game. In the meantime, the UC of-
fense mixed a consistent running
game with a few short pass plays that
evolved into big gains. The result was
a 28-6 victory.

The Middlesex All-Stars had won
the previous five meetings, so the UC
All-Stars had something to prove and
wanted to seize control of the brag-
ging rights.

“It is a great opportunity. I hope we
are going to go out and break
Middlesex’s winning streak,” said
Cranford defensive lineman Bobby

Anstatt, who added, “It is a little bit
different, because it’s not the chemis-
try that you have with the high school
team, but everyone here knows what
they are doing. We are trying to play
together and win.”

“Everybody got involved together.
We kicked it off really well fresh
from the start. It feels really good to
be here. This is what we are here for.
I think we are going to do well. I am

looking forward to getting out on the
field,” Westfield defensive lineman
Garrett Pryor said.

“It’s nice to be playing again. I love
being out here, so I want to take
advantage of it. Everybody here loves
playing football. Everybody is nice.
We work together well,” Cranford
quarterback Joey Papandrea said.

“It gives me great memories. It
takes me back to November,”
Westfield offensive lineman Jesse
DeMartino said.

“We were practicing all week.

Some days were four-hour practices,
others like two-and-a-half. We were
working hard preparing for the heat
and for the big game today. I thought
my football career was over, but we
got one more game here, and I am
hoping to win,” Cranford running
back Sean Trotter said.

“We ran about 40 plays per ses-
sion, so that would be 80 plays a day.
We had four [days] of practices, so
we had to get a lot of plays in a short
amount of time. It was tough, but I
think we got it. It is a lot of fun. I am

honored to play in this game, espe-
cially for a charity event,” Scotch
Plains-Fanwood offensive lineman
Mike Tufaro said.

“I am very excited right now. This
is a great honor and a privilege. I am
just happy to be on the field. It’s
[adrenalin] through the roof. I have
never been more excited in my life,”
Cranford linebacker JT Vicci said.

Assisting on the UC sidelines was
New Providence Pioneer Head Coach
Frank Bottone, who had just retiredProbitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A DASTARDLY DEED…Some stealthy players ambush head coach Scott Miller (Brearley) with a bucket of Gatorade after
the Union County All-Stars defeated the Middlesex County All-Stars, 28-6, at the Snapple Bowl.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SNAPPLE BOWL CHAMPIONS…The Union County All-Stars assemble at midfield after defeating the Middlesex County
All-Stars in the Annual Snapple Bowl at Kean University in Union on July 21.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REPRESENTING THEIR SCHOOL WELL…Westfield Blue Devils Garrett Pryor, No. 34, Nick Matthews, No. 50, and
Jesse DeMartino, No. 65, played an instrumental role in the Union County All-Stars’, 28-6, triumph over the Middlesex
County All-Stars.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RELAXING A BIT AT HALFTIME…Cranford quarterback Joey Papandrea relaxes at halftime during the Snapple Bowl.
Papandrea alternated running the offense with Davonte Ginyard (Hillside). They Union County All-Stars came into the
game more prepared offensively and defensively to win, 28-6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROVIDING NEEDED INSPIRATION…The Union County cheerleaders provided inspiration for the Union County All-
Stars during the Snapple Bowl at Kean University in Union on July 21.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING A BREATHER…Cranford running back Sean Trotter takes a breather. In the first quarter, Trotter downed a
punt at the Middlesex two-yard line, which helped set up Union County’s first touchdown.

More photos – click “Photo Library”
– click 11jul21-snapple-bowl
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Union County Football All-Stars Smother Middlesex County All-Stars in Snapple Bowl, 28-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

this past season, and Director of Ath-
letics (DA) Rob Harmer, formerly
the DA of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Bottone, who was awarded a plaque
as the Union County Coach of the
Year at halftime, received an out-
standing performance from one of
his players, running back Vinny
Fuschetto, who had a seven-yard
touchdown (TD) run in the first half
and turned a short reception into a 64-
yard TD gallop.

The UC offense worked in two
platoons. Papandrea ran one offense,
and Hillside quarterback Devonte
Ginyard ran the other. UC received
the opening kickoff and after a few
first downs were forced to punt, where
Trotter downed the ball at the
Middlesex two-yard line. A few plays
later, Satir Stevenson (Roselle) re-
covered Rontik Sadler’s (Dunellen)
fumble in the end zone for a UC TD.
Pat Eichner (Governor Livingston)

added the point after (PAT) to make
the score 7-0.

Due to the constant pressure and
discipline of the UC defense,
Middlesex’s offense sputtered. Pryor
was in on a number of tackles, in-
cluding a pair of quarterback sacks in
the first half. Roselle Park linebacker
Connor Gabriel made a huge tackle
at the Middlesex 19 to force a punt,
which gave UC possession at midfield
just before the end of the first quarter.

UC moved the ball to the seven
where Fuschetto, with a great block
from Westfield offensive lineman
Nick Matthews, hooked left into the
end zone for the TD with 10:18 left in
the half.

“We were going to run the 48 sweep.
He gave me a little tweak where I was
going to hook the end. I was much
bigger and I beat him,” Matthew de-
scribed.

After UC took the 14-0 lead,

Cranford tight end Bryan
Fitzsimmons said, “I am honored to
be here. I just can’t wait to see us with
a ‘W’. I hope we can hold it out.”

Middlesex made a valiant attempt
to get onto the board before halftime,
but UC defenders Eichner and Marcus
Allen (Union) ended the drive at the
Union 22 with a bump out of bounds.

With the persistence of the UC
defense and several more low-to-no
gain tackles by Pryor, including sacks
of six yards and two yards, respec-
tively, Middlesex continued to spin
its wheels. Eichner, from his defen-
sive back position, also threw a
wrench into Middlesex’s operation
with a diving interception at the Union
23.

After Papandrea carried the ball

for three yards, he handed off to Darius
Mayers (Roselle), who was swarmed
by nearly the entire Middlesex de-
fensive line near the line of scrim-
mage. Instead of going to the turf,
Mayers kept churning with second,
third, fourth and fifth efforts, until he
broke free and sprinted down the
right sideline for a 74 yard TD with
1:43 left in the third quarter. Eichner
added the PAT.

After Pryor’s six-yard sack forced
a punt, UC took over possession at
their own 36. After a run for no gain
and an incomplete pass, Fuschetto
caught a little off-tackle pass and
turned on the burners down the left
sideline for his 64-yard TD with 10:41
remaining to plant UC firmly in the
driver’s seat, 28-0.

Middlesex got its only score when
Karim Sawyer snagged a short pass
on the right sideline and sprinted 60
yards for the TD with 6:29 remain-

ing. The PAT failed.
Pryor’s final sack late in the game

extinguished any hopes of Middlesex
scoring again.

“I kept my intensity. Coach told us
that the ‘D’ line had to run every-
thing, so we just went out there, ev-
erybody, and just did our thing. The
first practice that we had, everybody
connected real quickly. From there,
we just bonded the whole time,” Pryor
said.

“We put in a lot of time over the last
week with double sessions. The
coaches really pounded it in mentally
the plays to us, both on offense and
defense,” DeMartino said. “Coming
into this game, we felt really secure
with all the material.”

“Even though they [Middlesex] had
more practices, we wanted to get out
there. You read all this &@!!$^##
about how they have eight ‘D[ivision]
I’ players. We just wanted to go out

and make a statement even though
their line probably had about 500
pounds on our line, but we still came
out, pushed them around and ran the
ball. That’s what we wanted to do,”
Matthews said. “We played as one
team instead of a bunch of individu-
als like Middlesex. A team is going to
win.”

“They [UC defense] are a bunch of
individuals who came together as a
team. They had a couple of great
sacks and a couple of great tackles. It
reminds me back in the Westfield
days. It was a good time watching
them on defense from the sidelines,”
DeMartino said. “It was definitely
[great], because of all the stakes com-
ing into this game, their [Middlesex]
win streak, all the snap talk they were
giving us. It was a really good feeling
to come out with a win.”
Middlesex 0 0 0 6 6
Union 7 7 7 7 28

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENJOYING THE LEAD…Cranford Cougar Bryan Fitzsimmons, No. 45, and Westfield’s Jesse DeMartino, No. 65, enjoy
the comfortable, 21-0, lead at the end of the third quarter.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING IN ALL THE ACTION…Scotch Plains-Fanwood offensive lineman Mike Tufaro, No. 55, and A.L. Johnson’s Alex
Rodrigues, No. 60, take in all the action at the Snapple Bowl.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WESTFIELD BLUE DEVIL FANS…Tony DeMartino of Westfield waves at the camera prior to the opening kickoff of the
Snapple Bowl showdown at Kean University in Union on July 21.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING PUMPED UP FOR THE GAME…The Union County All-Stars get pumped up prior to the coin toss to determine
who will receive first at the Annual Snapple Bowl.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPF RAIDER FANS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood fans, which includes Raider heavyweight wrestler Anthony Tufaro, center,
await the opening kickoff at the Annual Snapple Bowl.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TROTTING ONTO THE FIELD…Cranford Cougar linebacker JT Vicci, No. 33, trots onto the field during the
presentation of athletes prior to the start of the Snapple Bowl.

Probitas Verus Honos
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O’DONNELL HOMERS, GRYCAN FANS 7, MEYER 4 RBI

Lady Blue Devil 12s Trample
Chatham Softball Girls, 12-2

KESSLER CRACKS 2-RUN HR, PANSINI GOES 3-FOR-3

WF White 12U Pitchers Halt
Long Hill Baseball Boys, 7-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gearing up for the playoffs, the
Westfield White 12U baseball team
honed its pitching skills in a 7-2 vic-
tory over Long Hill at Gumbert 2
Field in Westfield on July 20, the
42nd anniversary of man’s landing
on the moon (July 20, 1969).

Starting pitcher Alex Pansini made
good use of his breaking ball to curb
Long Hill in the first three innings,
yielding two runs on four hits, while
walking none and striking out one.
Owen Bartok pitched the next three
innings, giving up just two singles
and walking one.

“The one thing that was very con-

sistent was our pitching was excel-
lent. We only let up two runs. We got
out of a couple of jams. Alex pitched
great for us all year. He has a very
good breaking ball. Owen is starting
to throw the ball really well,”
Westfield Head Coach John Ripperger
said.

Long Hill pitchers Kevin Sylvestri,
Stephen LaRagina, James Shelhorn
and Brian Diaz did very well also and

kept the game very close until
Westfield White rolled with three runs
in the fifth inning to add a comfort-
able cushion.

“Our pitchers did a good job. They
threw strikes. They didn’t walk any-
body,” Long Hill Head Coach Scott
Heller said.

Pansini led Westfield’s 11-hit out-
put, going 3-for-3, with an RBI
double, and scoring twice. Owen
Kessler (2 runs scored) added em-
phasis with a two-run home run, and
Cullen Birkel chopped a two-run
double and scored once. Bartok had a
pair of singles and an RBI. Trevor
McNamara (run scored), Ian
Humphrey, Jack Meiselman and Mike
Echausse each singled. Matt Varano
walked, scored and had an RBI. Owen
Ripperger and Drew Boley both drew
a walk.

Of Long Hill’s six hits, Sylvestri
ripped an RBI double and scored
once. Chris Lopez drilled a hard single
and scored once. John Stanton, Nick
Mink, LaRagina and Shelhorn all had
a single. Jake Korossy had an RBI.

Westfield took a 3-0 lead in the
bottom of the first inning. McNamara
singled and scored on Varano’s sharp
groundout to third. Pansini singled
then Kessler hammered his two-run
shot over the centerfield fence.

Long Hill answered with both of
its runs in the second. Lopez lined a
leadoff single to left, stole second
and scored on Sylvestri’s double to
right. Later, Korossy tapped a
grounder to short, scoring Sylvestri.

With Stanton, Long Hill’s ace
catcher, behind the plate for the re-
mainder of the game, Westfield White
was very cautious about attempting
to steal. However, they managed to
get around that obstacle with some
well-timed hit-and-run plays. The first
came in the second inning when
Ripperger, who was on first, took off
toward second as Humphrey rapped
a single to left. Stanton did, however,
manage to gun down a runner at third
to prevent any runs being scored.

Westfield pulled off another hit-
and-run play in the third that did
result in a run when Pansini whacked
a double to center as Varano scored
from first base.

“The catcher kept them from run-
ning, because he has a very strong
arm,” said Coach Heller. “The kids
are very well coached in what they
need to be doing in the team situa-
tion.”

Long Hill tried to get something
going in the third. The speedy Jared
Heller attempted a bunt single, but
the ball popped up behind the plate
when Westfield catcher Meiselman

made a diving grab to take some wind
out of Long Hill’s sails.

“One of the things that we work on
with our catchers is to anticipate
things around them very quickly. That
was one of the best plays he’s made

all year on a short popup that most
times this year would have fallen to
the ground. That was a big out,” Coach
Ripperger said.

“We had an opportunity to break
things open. We had somebody
bunting to move runners. He’s the
best bunter on our team. That was the
situation we were looking for. He
made a good attempt, but the catcher
made a great catch,” Coach Heller
said.

Westfield White plated three runs
in the fifth to grab a 7-2 lead. Birkel
hopped his two-run double and Bartok
slashed his RBI single.

“Our defense was good. Our bats,
we took a lot of bad swings. A lot of

guys got fooled. They were kind of
half-swinging or didn’t make their
mind up. We really have to work on
our bats going forward if we are go-
ing to do anything in the playoffs,”
said Coach Ripperger, who added,
“This win was very important for us,
because it probably puts us into the
top-six for the playoffs. We have one
more game against Branchburg on
Saturday [July 23]. They are about

like us. It is probably very important
for us to beat them for seeding pur-
poses. If we win that game, we might
get the five seed.”
Long Hill 020 000 2
Westfield 301 03x 7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School girls soft-
ball Head Coach Caitlin MacDonald
decided to get a glimpse of what part
of her future varsity lineup may con-
sist of by coaching a 12-and-under
group this summer that competes in
the Parkway League.

“The season is going well. We are
4-4. We have a big age range. We
have girls going into sixth grade and
girls going into eighth grade. For
girls, we have a lot of different heights
and a lot of different strengths on the

team, but the girls are doing a really
good job. They are learning, hope-
fully learning how to play softball the
right way,” Coach MacDonald said.

Two girls on the team, Danielle
Rinaldi (catcher/shortstop) and Sa-
rah Mastrocola (third base/pitcher),
were voted to play in the Parkway
League All-Star game. Also, Veronica
Grycan and Maria Panarese, along

with Mastrocola have been the young
Blue Devils’ key performers on the
mound.

“They [Rinaldi and Mastrocola]
are playing really solid defense for
us. They play key positions and do a
great job,” said Coach MacDonald,
who added, “We have three girls,
who have been doing the majority of
the pitching. They are 12 [years old].
They have ups and downs, but they
have a lot of potential. They offer
different things, and I can see them
hopefully building up and one day
offering some things at the high

school.”
Offensively, Shannon O’Donnell,

an eighth grader, has been hitting the
cover off the ball.

“Our best hitter so far is Shannon
O’Donnell. I don’t think she’s hit a
single all season. She hits mostly
doubles and triples,” Coach
MacDonald said.

The Blue Devils’ speed demon on
the bases has been Devyn Tibbals.

“She is going into sixth grade, and
she doesn’t stop. She gets away with
it because she is speedy. She will hit
a single and somehow turn it into a
double,” Coach MacDonald pointed
out.

In their final regular-season home
game, the Blue Devils jumped on the
Chatham Cougars to earn a 12-2,
five-inning victory on the Westfield
High School field on July 19 to up
their record to 5-4.

O’Donnell, who went 1-for-2, with
two RBI and two runs scored, started
the scoring with a leadoff solo home
run in the bottom of the second in-
ning. On the mound, Grycan, who
yielded a run in the first inning and
another in the second, retired 12 of
the final 14 Cougars who stepped to
the plate. Grycan struck out seven
Cougars, while walking three and
allowing three singles.

“This was her strongest pitching
performance of the year. She got
stronger as the game went on. She
didn’t really lose the strike zone. She
was able to put the batters away and
keep us in the game,” Coach
MacDonald said.

After a scoreless and hitless first
inning, the Blue Devils’ bats came to
life, beginning with O’Donnell’s solo
blast, to finish with nine hits that
mixed well with the five free passes
that they received. Olivia Meyer
drilled a two-run double and a two-

run single, while scoring once. Julie
Ross went 2-for-2 with three RBI.
Grycan and Rinaldi each singled,
scored twice and had an RBI. Katie
Brown (2 walks, 2 stolen bases) and
Mastrocola (walk) each rapped a
single and scored twice. Panarese
walked and scored once.

“We made a small adjustment to
the pitcher, because her routine was a
little bit slower than we are used to. It
takes an inning or two to get used to
that. Once we figured it out, got our
weight back and figured out how to
hit through the middle of the ball, we

were much more successful,” Coach
MacDonald said.

Chatham scored a run in the first
when Meg Redmond singled and
scored on Jess Viola’s RBI single.
The Cougars upped their lead to 2-0
in the second when Erin Cronin
singled, advanced to third on a pair of
wild pitches and scored on Sarah
Stubeck’s groundout to second.

After O’Donnell’s home run in the
second, Rinaldi scored on Grycan’s
RBI single then Ross added an RBI
single to give Westfield a 3-2 lead. In
the third, the Blue Devils took advan-
tage of four straight walks and two
errors, and added Meyer’s two-run
double and Ross’ two-run single to
plate six runs.

In the fourth, Rinaldi looped an
RBI single to right field and Meyer
followed with a two-run single up the
middle to give Westfield a 10-run
lead. In the fifth, Grycan got the first
two Cougars to ground out to her,
then fanned the final batter to seal the
victory.

“This has been a great experience.
I like the little break from the high
school age group. I like to break it up
a little bit, and these girls are a lot of
fun,” Coach MacDonald said.
Chatham 110 00 2
Westfield 036 3x 12
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING GOOD CONTACT…Westfield White batter Ian Humphrey makes good contact with the ball and slashes a single
to leftfield in the second inning against Long Hill.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CAUGHT IN A RUNDOWN…Westfield’s Katie Brown, No. 10, gets tagged out at third base by Chatham shortstop Maddy
Mudrick after being caught in a rundown in the first inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEALING THIRD BASE…Long Hills’ John Stanton, right, slides in under the tag of Westfield White third baseman Owen
Kessler in the first inning. Westfield White won, 7-2.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING STRONGER AND STRONGER…Westfield pitcher Veronica Grycan releases the ball as shortstop Danielle
Rinaldi positions herself in the game against Chatham on July 19.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SATISFYING HOME RUN TROT…Westfield White’s Owen Kessler receives congratulations from coach John Ripperger
after he slammed a two-run homer in the first inning against Long Hill.

More photos – click “Photo Library”
– click 11jul19-wf-chat-soft

More photos – click “Photo Library”
– click 11jul20-wf-long-hill
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Honor Roll
Terrill Middle School — 4th Marking Period

8th Grade
High Honor Roll

Jordan Banker, Celina Beattie,
Rebecca Beauvais, Erica Berkowitz,
Alexandra Bord, Alexandra
Boyarsky, Andrew Buzzanca, Eric
Calvo, John Cavaliere, Henry Chang,
Morgan Chemidlin, Julia Cirincione,
Arianna Correa-Gomez, Olivia
Dalessandro, Dean Debonis, Ali
Dorn, Allison Durett, Alex Eckert,
Abigail Fontana, Lauren Frazier,
Rachel Freeman, Jessica Fugett,
Alyssa Gilman, Alexander Gugliotta,
Jeremy Haas, Matthew Haas, Joseph
Haverlock, Karina Hernandez, Sarah
Iannaccone, Emily Isola, Ashwin
Kishen, Emma Klein, Tyler Kovacs,
Michael Lange, Devin Loh, Caitlin
Mahoney, Alexa Marcazzo, Arielle
Margulies, Kevin Maxwell, Madeline
Mcnichol, Sean Patrick Monteverde,
Claire Nguyen, Rachel Noone, Talia
Paradiso, Evan Pasternak, Mykala
Porter, Hailey Rachko, Madeleine
Ryan, Jacob Salem, Elizabeth
Scacifero, Ashley Smith, Orian Sneor,
Emma Sobel, Jonathan Tam, Nicole
Van Etten, Alexander Wang,
Katherine Westerlund, Leah White,
Lauren Wong

Honor Roll
Jaclyn Anglin, Francesca

Arvizzigno, Daniel Babis, Corin Bell,
Anastasia Bellisari, Alexandra Burns,
David Cappadoccia, Elizabeth
Casserly, Christian Choi, Adam
Cohen, Caroline Cooke, Nicole
Cusmano, Auva Dariani, Caitlyn
Dayton, Robert Dietze, Daniel Dill,
Emily Driscoll, Thomas Elliott,

Manuel Espinoza, Alyssa Gardner,
Christopher Geissler, Steven
Haverlock, Paige Heiden, Christine
Holloway, Kian Hoover, Michael
Illanovsky, Matthew Itzkowitz,
Emma Jaczko, Amar Jain, David
Kahn, Alexander Karakis, Doriane
Kasper, Brendan Kelly, Kevin Kerby,
Kyle Krutis, Paul Laki, Brian
Lapham, Rachel Lavelle, Rachel Lee,
Christian Lisojo, Samantha Loop,
Sam Mahler, Vasilios Makris, John
Mccall, Samantha Mccallion, Julia
Napolitano, Derek Offitzer, Joshua
Okoro, Diana Pak, Joseph Ponzio,
Anthony Porchetta, Leonardo Ramos,
Zachary Refinski, Chloe Ritz, Ryan
Romaine, Brian Scharf, Cobi
Silverstein, Nicole Skickova,
Alexander Skoog, Jordan Stein,
Jonathan Stroz, Thomas Tsuchiya,
Christopher Turso, Samuel Ullery,
Marcus Valdez, Cole Weber, Kevin
Westerlund, Kyle Westerlund, An-
drew Whitehouse, Lizette Zambri,
Tyler Zeile, Garrett Zito, Christian
Zoufaly

7th Grade
High Honor Roll

Rebecca Ames, Joshua Axelrod,
Caroline Babis, Emma Bagat, Madi-
son Banker, Sarah Barash, Molly
Becker, Noah Bernstein, Emily
Boyle, August Bratti, Rachel Braun,

Samantha Broders, Nancy Canevari,
Celeste Cappadoccia, Laura Charos,
Lingxiao Chen, Jordan Cimring,
David Clancy, Peter Coronato, Shan-
non Costello, Paige Crandall, Sarah
Davis, Richard Dazzo, Catherine
Depaola, Madison Dieu, Kayla Diggs,
Jacqueline Fahrenholz, Kevin Fleck,
Ally Flynn, Kara Foley, Abigail
Fossaceca, Giulia Frias,
AlexanderFrier, Matthew Garber,
Rachel Gerstenfeld, Patrick Henkels,
Shona Jain, Lizabeth Kaminoff,
Megan Lau, Benjamin Liang, Kelly
Magrino, Alexander Malao, Rebecca
Mehorter, Rebecca Miller, Emily
Morris, Sarika Mujumdar, Nithya
Narayanan, Amanda O’hara, Nicho-
las Paiva, Felicia Petterway, Allison
Roden, Elodie Shevins, Kevin Sonpar,
Abby Spector, Maia Thomas, Olivia
Tumsuden, Jessica Vilarino, Grace
Wayman, Benjamin Weiss, Leah
Womelsdorf, Alice Zhou, Vivian
Zhuang

Honor Roll
Brianna Acosta, Daniel Baliko,

Amanda Banasiak, Thomas Bara,
Micaiah Battle, Michael Besson,
Alexander Bonadies, Justin Boozer,
Joseph Buttigheri, Giovanna Carlino,
Ashley Christian, Madeline Chrystal,
Joseph Cianciotta, Zachary Cimring,
James Clarke, Aaron Cooper, Akash

Dalal, Darby Debonis, Jack Defouw,
Edward Depaola, Connor
Dombrowski, Zackary Fuimo,
Martha Garyfallos, Adam Gelfand,
Fallon Goldberg, Ira Gotliboym, Tyler
Guensch, Matthew Halpin, Zianne
Hoover, Ani Hsu Obrock, Isabella
Iacona, Sofia Jimenez, Camille
Johnson, Cooper Jones, Lisa Kline,
Kristen Koederitz, Julian Korduba,
Emma Kowalczyk, Liza Kussner,
Jillian Lapidus, Aaron Lee, Tyler
Litwin, Jake Longo, Charlotte
Mcanulty, Brian Mcmanus, Erin
Mecca, Nina Mineo-Pankiewitz,
Scott Nizolak, Dillon Noone, Erin
O’connor, Anniston Pagano, Nimit
Patel, Sagar Patel, Christina Peluso,
Hannah Postlewait, Ryan Radice,
Harry Randazzo, Kaleb Rembert,
Ciara Richardson, Andrew Rimpici,
Ari Rosenzweig, Stav Shadmi, Wil-
son Shek, Hannah Simon, Paul
Sinclair, Neelan Sivaneri, Lauren
Sjonell, Taylor Spirko, Kimberly
Spitzer, Rebecca Stein, Siena Vacca,
Vincent Verdiramo, Rachel Voeltzel,
Devin Voorhees, Mariah Weigel,
Mariel Weigel, Melody Weigel, Grif-
fin Whitmer, Joshua Widman,
Michael Wright, Jenni Zakarin, Emily
Zaller, Carly Zogg

6th Grade
High Honor Roll

Avital Abraham, Sebastian Angulo,
Nivedita Anjaria, Christine Bernard,
Samantha Brand, Sophia Brand,
Sophie Brause, Alexis Brunetto, Jake
Canavan, Eric Chang, Ethan Cheung,
Chelsie Edwards, Lexi Garber, Kevin
Gartland, Justin Greenman, Julia
Guarneri, Humphrey Huang, Aleacia
Jensen, Isha Kamdar, Ryan Kessler,
Christina Lamagna, Cara Lamastra,
Isabella Mancene, Maxine Manville,
Alexis Marta, Joshua Martin, Shan-
non Mcdermott, Jessica Mcgloin, Me-
lissa Mcgloin, William Mcgloin,
Caroline Mcnichol, Majeda
Mohammed, Gregory Oross, Tomas
Russo, Madelyn Sassoon, Alexandra
Shapiro, Jonathan Shih, Gabriel Sta
Rosa, Katherine Stroz, Colin Sullivan,
Sophia Tumsuden, Micaela Valli,
Ashley Veglia, Toby Waldman, Emily
Wang, Peter Warren, Kelsey
Werkheiser, Jordyn Wheeler, Jordan
Wolman, Isabelle Zacharia, Michael
Zucker, Taylor Zucosky

Honor Roll
Adel Abdella, Aaron Arkin, Sara

Begalman, Ron Ben-Michael, Hope
Bennett, Cori Bernstein, Mia Blundo,
Christopher Bondarowicz, Andrew
Borik, Elizabeth Bui, Christian
Buren, Erin Chiappi, Riley Chin, Zoe
Choi, Kiara Cruz, Colin Demaria,
Jessica Desai, Ravi Desai, Alyssa
Difrancesco, Maya Dunchus, Parker
Dvorin, Patrick Ellman, Matthew Fox,
Olivia Gelling, Michael Giuliani,
Joshua Goldberg, Robert Gordon,
Daniel Grodberg, Erin Hayes, Erin
Hernandez, Cassidy Hoose, Ben-
jamin Jackmin, Andrew Jiang, Ewan
Jones, Kathryn Kalaigian, Katherine
Keiser, Kyle Kelly, Abigail Kennedy,
Maria Klockner, Eliza Kuperschmid,
Nicholas Lavin, Andrea Leitner,
Elizabeth Lestrange, Emily Levitt,
Henry Lewand, Max Lusk, Kyle
Magee, James Maguire, Tyler
Malaussena, Daniella Marcazzo,
Hannah Margolis, Gabriella Marino,
Max Mazursky, Jacob Melville,
Sydney Mills, Sean Murray, Anthony
Negri, Nikitha Nirmal, Robert
Nugent, Brendan O’connor, Sean
O’connor, Simon Oster, Alexander
Poulios, Tracy Prusik, Skanda Rao,
Ryan Reilly, Maxwell Ross, Molly
Rouder, Thomas Saba, Abigail Sadel,
Taylor Samitt, Elliot Sayles, Evan
Scharf, Taylor Sirchio, Devon Smith,
Ethan Staple, Ava Steele, Chelsea
Tavares, Alexis Thiemann, George
Ulerio, Isaac Velasquez, Robert
Viglione, Matthew Vignola, John
Vinci, Juliana Wagner, David Walker,
Madeline Weber, Joshua Wiener,
Alison Zimmerman

WRITING BUDDIES…Monica Gundrum’s second grade class from Tamaques
School and Katherine Dibble’s second grade from Franklin School were pen pals
since this past January. The students corresponded weekly and exchanged pic-
tures of themselves. Mrs. Gundrum and Mrs. Dibble arranged for the students to
meet one another on June 21 after school at Tamaques Park in Westfield.

WRITE ON…William Rivera of
Scotch Plains, pictured with Union
Catholic English teacher Sarah Caddle,
was honored by the New Jersey Coun-
cil of Teachers of English for his writ-
ten work entitled “Ode to My Cereal.”

Union Catholic’s Rivera
Honored by NJ Council

SCOTCH PLAINS – This past
April, Union Catholic High School
hosted the awards ceremony of the
annual writing contest sponsored by
the New Jersey Council of Teachers
of English (NJCTE). Thirteen stu-
dents from high schools throughout
New Jersey were recognized for their
entries in three categories — poetry,
personal essay, and short story. In
addition, certificates of merit were
distributed to the top writers from
each submission school.

Union Catholic senior William
Rivera of Scotch Plains was honored
for his written work entitled “Ode to
My Cereal.”

Julius Gottilla, Union Catholic
English teacher and NJCTE Execu-
tive Board member, served as master
of ceremonies. Union Catholic stu-
dents Joe Passantino, Tim Leach, Sean
Sarra, Danielle Gruskiewicz, and
Annie Cerpial, all members of the
Union Catholic forensics team, read
excerpts from the winning entries.

The featured speaker, Joe Weil, a

renowned poet known for his humor,
story-telling and eloquence who was
born in Elizabeth, applauded the suc-
cess of these young talented writers
and urged them to keep writing for
the love of art.

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281
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POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured
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KITCHENS

BATHROOMS
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John Killoran

908-232-2268
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Visa & Mastercard Accepted

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
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Landscape DesignLawn Maintenance
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BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
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Experience

Handyman
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JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured
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908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
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Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 8/11/11, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Route 78 Rockfall Mitigation, MP 44.75, Contract No. 044068066; From the Vicinity
of McMane Avenue to the Vicinity of Glenside Road, Township of Berkeley Heights,
Union County; Federal Project No: IM-0785(107) UPC NO: 068066, DP No: 11113

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C
17:27.

For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A 52:32-44 AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution.  Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 7/21/11, 7/28/11 and 8/4/11, The Leader Fee: $177.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

SPECIAL MEETING

The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will hold a special
meeting at 7:30 pm on August 15, 2011 in
Council Chambers in the Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey to hear and decide upon the
following application. Formal action may
be taken.

PB 10-07(V) Mark Angelo, 1053 Pros-
pect, Block 201, Lot 20. Applicant is
seeking minor subdivision approval with
variances to allow the subdivision of the
existing property into three (3) residential
building lots. The existing house will be
removed and three (3) new single-family
houses are proposed to be built on the
proposed new lots. Applicant is seeking
variance relief from the sections 11.05E2
and 11.0E3 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a lot area within 178 feet of lot depth
of 15,915 square feet where 16,000 square
feet is required; to allow a lot width of 89.46
feet where 90 feet is required and to allow
a lot frontage of 89.56 feet where 90 feet is
required. Application deemed complete
July 22, 2010. 120 day decision date ex-
tended to August 15, 2011.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kris McAloon
Secretary, Planning Board

1 T - 7/28/11, The Leader Fee: $36.72

Corea Named
Outstanding Scholar
ROCHESTER, N.Y.  - Joseph

Corea, son of Joseph and Donna Corea
of Westfield, was recently named a
2010-2011 Outstanding Undergradu-
ate Scholar at Rochester Institute of
Technology. Joseph is a microelec-
tronic engineering major.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 20th of July
2011, and that said Ordinance will be
considered for final adoption at a meeting
of the said Township Council to be held in
the Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue,
on the 16th day of August 2011 at 7:30
p.m., at which time and place a public
hearing will be held prior to final passage
of said Ordinance and all interested per-
sons will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning the same. Copies of
said Ordinances can be obtained from the
Township Clerk’s Office at any time prior
to final adoption at no cost to any member
of the general public who requests same.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-11

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZ-
ING AN APPROPRIATION
PURSUANT TO NJSA 40A:4-
53 FOR THE PREPARATION
AND REVISION OF THE GEN-
ERAL AND PERMANENT
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-12

 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XIII ENTITLED,
“BUILDING AND HOUSING”
OF THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS REGARDING VARI-
OUS TOWNSHIP FEES FOR
ELECTRICAL FIXTURES AND
DEVICES.

.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 7/28/11, The Times Fee: $39.27

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

The Interim School Business Adminis-
trator/Board Secretary of the Westfield
Board of Education, in the County of Union,
State of New Jersey, by authority of said
Board, solicits sealed bids for pupil trans-
portation. Bids to be received at the Busi-
ness Office of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation, located at 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, up to 10:00 am on
Friday, August 12, 2012.

IN-DISTRICT TRANSPORTATION
TWO (2) ROUTES

2011/2012 SCHOOL YEAR

Specifications and full information may
be obtained upon application at the Busi-
ness Office of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation, located at 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey  07090.

All bids must be submitted on a bid form
which will be furnished upon application at
the Business Office of the Westfield Board
of Education. Bids which are not submit-
ted on such form may be rejected.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, c.127 (N.J.A.C.
17:27) Affirmative Action.

The Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any or all bids.

By order of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation.

Vincent Yaniro
Interim School Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 7/28/11, The Leader Fee: $32.64

GOOD WORK…Megan Rauch of
Westfield receives a $5,000 scholar-
ship from Harold McGraw III, Chair-
man, President and CEO of The
McGraw-Hill Companies, at McGraw-
Hill’s Diversity and Inclusion Summit
held at the company’s New York City
headquarters on July 19.

Megan Rauch Receives
Scholarship

WESTFIELD - Megan Rauch of
Westfield has won a $5,000 scholar-
ship from The McGraw-Hill Compa-
nies. The Corporation awarded the
scholarship to Megan for her demon-
strated commitment to diversity, and
her 500-word essay on the impact
that diversity and inclusion have had
on her life.

Megan was one of five McGraw-
Hill summer interns that the com-
pany recognized with a scholarship
for their community work and per-
spectives on diversity.

Megan is currently entering her
senior year at Boston College where
she is studying English. She is a gradu-
ate of Mount Saint Mary Academy in
Watchung.
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Musical Club of Westfield Announces
2011-12 Scholarship Winners

WESTFIELD - The Musical Club
of Westfield is pleased to announce
the winners of the 2011-2012 schol-
arship awards.

Bridget McCoy of Cranford will
receive the Caroline Holt Memorial
Scholarship; Robert Steinfeld of
Westfield will be the recipient of the
John Heim Memorial Scholarship and
James Chu, a 2009 graduate of
Westfield High and now an under-
graduate at Princeton University will
be the Alice T. Stephens Scholar.

Bridget McCoy is a mezzo-soprano
from Cranford and a recent graduate
of Cranford High School. She has
been a vocal student of Betsy
Mackenzie-Stubbs for the last four
years. She has participated in All-
State Chorus from 2005-2010 (first
chair), 2007-2010 All-Eastern Cho-
rus, and 2007-2010 National Chorus
(soloist). In 2009 she was awarded
the New Jersey Governor’s Award
for Vocal Music.

In addition to the scholarship from
the Westfield Musical Club, she re-
cently was awarded the Plainfield
Musical Club Scholarship and the
Kristen DeVito Performing Arts
Scholarship. She is an accomplished
instrumentalist as well, having stud-
ied French horn with Edwin Black
and performing in Region Bands and
Orchestras from 2005-2010 and the
2010 All-State Band and Orchestra.
In 2007, she performed at Carnegie
Hall with the Youth Music and Arts
Festival. Bridget will be attending
Carnegie Mellon University this fall
for vocal performance and music
education.

Robert Steinfeld is a 2011 gradu-
ate of Westfield High School (WHS)
and will be pursuing a degree in Music
education at the University of Dela-
ware. Robert is both a pianist and
percussionist. From 2007-2010 he
has performed in the percussion sec-
tion of the Greater Newark Youth
Orchestra, the WHS Wind Ensemble
and the WHS Jazz Band. He also
sang tenor in the WHS Concert Choir
and the St. Bartholomew’s Adult
Choir in Scotch Plains.

As a piano student of Laurie
MacNeill Clancy, he has performed
in recitals in Weill Recital Hall at
Carnegie Hall with both the Golden
Key Music Festival and the National
League of Performing Artists. He gave
his first public solo recital at the
Watchung Arts Center in September
2010 as a charity benefit. He has been
the accompanist for WHS musical
productions. As a high school sopho-
more, Robert’s composition for
strings and woodwinds was featured

in a school performance.
James Chu, a student of composi-

tion at Princeton University, was re-
cently selected to compose an opera
scene for a performance alongside
faculty composers next spring. He
was awarded the Lewis Summer Arts
Fund to research post-minimalist
music, and the link between text and
music.

In the fall, he will study at the
Royal College of Music in London
with an emphasis on composition, as
well as clarinet. James graduated from
Westfield High School in 2009, hav-
ing studied clarinet since 2005 with
Andrew Lamy of the New Jersey
Symphony.

At Princeton, he is a student of Jo-
Ann Sternberg. He performed with
the New York Youth Symphony from
2006-2007, the Tanglewood Festival
Orchestra in the summer of 2007, and

has performed with the Princeton
University Orchestra since 2009. He
is also a member of the Princeton
University Undergraduate
Composer’s Collective.

The Musical Club of Westfield will
continue their financial support of
Juilliard School of Music students
Ben Baron and Nathanael Udell, a
bassoonist and French hornist respec-
tively. Melvin Diep, a University of
Michigan piano performance major
and Michael Rosin, a composition
major at Montclair State University
will also receive continued support.

If you are interested in making a
tax deductible donation to the schol-
arship fund please contact Clarissa
Nolde at cnoldestudio@hotmail.com.
The Musical Club of Westfield is a
non-profit organization dedicated to
the encouraging and fostering of good
music.

Bridget McCoyJames Chu Robert Steinfeld

Then, take time to explore the
Montmartre neighborhood.

The fifth must-see depends on how
much time you have and your level of
interest in art. Art-lovers should not
miss Musee du Louvre, situated be-
tween the Seine and the rue de Rivoli.
Everyone seems to have their own
best strategy for making the best use
of one’s time inside this massive maze-
like museum that houses the Mona
Lisa and Venus de Milo along with
Egyptian, Greek and Roman antiqui-
ties, Islamic art and various sculp-
tures, painting and drawings. If art is
your thing, budget a full day for the
Louvre. Even if you don’t want to
venture inside, the building itself pro-
vides great photo opportunities, and
the giant glass pyramid in the museum’s
courtyard should also be seen.

Other, perhaps lesser-known sights
to see in Paris include the Musee
d’Orsay, a Left Bank museum with
an extensive collection of works by
Monet, Manet, Renoir, Cezanne and
Van Gogh; the imposing Hotel de

Ville, which is basically City Hall and
located near Notre-Dame; Hotel des
Invalides, situated at the opposite end
of the Champ des Mars from the Eiffel
Tower; Place Vendome, a large public
square that is ringed by some of the
world’s priciest retailers and hotels;
the massive and grand Opera de Paris;
the beautiful Jardin du Luxembourg,
the city’s second largest public park;
the Jardin des Tuileries, a lovely pub-
lic park adjacent to the Louvre that
was created in 1564 by Catherine de
Medicis; and for the morbid at heart,
Père Lachaise Cemetery, the final rest-
ing place for Edith Piaf, Jim Morrison,
Gertrude Stein and Frederic Chopin.

And now that the official touring is
complete, you can get down to en-
joying Paris for real — off the beaten
path. While it’s helpful to have a map
with you, it’s also fun to pick a neigh-
borhood and just wander its streets
aimlessly — and be amazed at what
you can discover. It was by doing this
that I found several wonderful shops,
restaurants and cafes — among them,
Au Vieux Paris d’Arcole, a lovely
restaurant and café situated on a quiet
side street off another quiet side street
a few blocks from Notre-Dame. Its
exterior is easily one of the prettiest
in the city.

Kong is a trendy rooftop restaurant
and lounge at 1 Rue du Pont-Neuf
with views of the Left Bank and

some outstanding cocktails. Aux Trois
Petits Cochons (Three Little Pigs)
was so good that I had dinner there
twice on my most recent trip. And a
spur of the moment detour one night
led me to Pamela Popo, a small café
a block from the Hotel de Ville that
made me want to own something
similar one day.

Seating is tight at many cafes,
especially at peak times, but it’s un-
beatable for people-watching. Don’t
expect to be rushed; Parisians enjoy
their meal times so waiters tend to
leave you alone once you’ve been
served. And remember that gratu-
ities are normally included in the
bill so tipping is not required, al-
though it is all right to leave a few
euros if service was exceptional.

Aimless wandering around the city
also affords you endless photo possi-
bilities since pretty much every street
has something worth recording, be it
its winding narrowness, the beauty of
a building’s façade, a colorful flower
box in a window or someone sitting

at an outdoor café.
The Marais dis-

trict on the Right
Bank is great for ex-
ploring, with its nar-
row streets and al-
leyways and count-
less shops and ca-
fes and interesting
and varied people.
And just when you
think you have ex-
hausted all
sightseeing oppor-
tunities here, you
turn a corner and
come upon yet an-
other interesting
street or neighbor-

hood. One could easily spend a few
days walking Le Marais without get-
ting bored.

Over on the Left Bank, in the
general area of the Latin Quarter
that houses the Sorbonne, you’ll find
a similar neighborhood worthy of
walking without direction. The
neighborhood may remind one of

Greenwich Village with its narrow
and winding streets, small cafes,
bookstores, shops and large student-
age population. Adjacent is the St.
Germain neighborhood, which is a
bit more expensive than the Latin
Quarter but still filled with its share
of interesting shops, restaurants and
art galleries.

If upscale shopping and dining
are on your agenda, try the ritzy
neighborhood between the Arc de
Triomphe and the Seine, and don’t
forget to stroll nearby Av. Foch, a
wide, tree-lined boulevard that is
one of the most expensive and lovely
residential streets in the world.

While the Paris Metro is clean,
safe and easy to navigate, it’s more
interesting to get around the city by
walking. Besides the ones just men-
tioned, pretty much every neighbor-
hood in Paris is worth a look. A year
ago, I arrived after an overnight flight
and, despite zero sleep and jet lag, I
spent several hours that first day
wandering several miles, from the
Eiffel Tower area across the city to
Notre-Dame and then back past the
Arc to my hotel a mile away.

Another fun way to see the city—day
or night—is by hopping on one of the
open-air tour boats that run up and down
the Seine throughout the day and into
the evening. And be sure to spend an
afternoon crossing some of the architec-
turally interesting bridges that connect
the Left and Right Banks as well as the
two islands—Ile de la Cite and Ile Saint-
Louis—that lie in the Seine.

No amount of words—not even these
1,600—can do Paris justice. Photos
don’t tell the full story. Nor do stories
told by friends. It must be experienced
first-hand, and repeatedly, to fully ap-
preciate it — its elegance, its beauty, its
grandeur, its history, its atmosphere—
everything.

And a final word about the French
themselves. They are not rude, they do
not hate Americans and they do not
look down on you if you do not speak
French. The language barrier was mini-
mal and most everyone I  encountered
there was helpful and courteous.

Paris: City of Light
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PERFECT VIEW...A gargoyle perched on a ledge at the
top of Notre-Dame Cathedral, looks west toward the
Seine. In the distance, the Eiffel Tower can be seen.
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‘Horrible Bosses’
Deserves no Promotion

2 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

 I’ve had some horrible bosses. Not
quite “can’t wait ‘til they die so I can
stomp on their graves” horrible, but hor-
rible enough to be able to relate to the dire
quandary best buddies Nick, Dale and
Kurt are faced with in director Seth
Gordon’s “Horrible Bosses.” Of course,
unlike the boys, I never contemplated
killing any of the stinking slave drivers.

 Yes, it has come to that, and damn the
consequences per an inconsistent screen-
play that’s never endearing or funny
enough to win our suspension of disbe-
lief. OK, so there are some droll scenes in
a “Dumb and Dumber” sort of way. And
while we can’t believe anyone would hire
these dudes in the first place, we still feel
sorry for the poor fools.

 So meet the commiserative trio, all at
their wits end thanks to the untenable
position each has been put in by his heart-
less taskmaster. Jason Sudeikis’s Kurt
Buckman was on easy street at Pellit
Chemical, where he was the number two
man until his paternalistic mentor died.
Now he has to deal with his idiot, coke-
headed son, Bobby, played by Colin Farrell.

 Just as bad in another way is Kevin
Spacey’s Dave Harken, the big honcho
where Jason Bateman’s Nick Hendricks
was expecting an imminent vice presi-
dency. But surprise…the rotten cad was
only dangling the spot to make our guy
work harder. Adding insult to injury, the
tyrant is quite proud of himself. And then
there’s Dale’s predicament.

 Living the male fantasy turned night-
mare, dental assistant Dale, played by
squeaky-voiced Charlie Day, is beset by
the unremitting sexual onslaught of his
nymphomaniac employer. Making it
worse, because Dr. Julia Harris, D.D.S.,
is proficient at anesthetizing folks and
putting them in compromising positions,
she’s blackmailing diminutive Dale.

 That’s right. Be her Lothario or she’ll
tell his fiancée a whole pack of lurid lies.
Making it a double whammy, because
Dale is a registered sex offender, bogus
charge or not, if he doesn’t cooperate the
lustful doc also threatens to report him to
the authorities. The film’s only memo-
rable performance, Jennifer Aniston’s
bawdy dentist is a hoot.

 Laying it on with a fervor heretofore
rarely seen in her movie career, the pul-
chritudinous exhibition makes one won-
der if Brad will have second thoughts
about giving Jennifer the gate in favor of
Angelina. Through word and deed that
would make Mae West blush, the lovely
Miss Aniston affirms that she has gradu-
ated from her girl next door image.

 Otherwise, the film possesses no other
notable features. The plot to murder the

three horrible bosses takes a predictable,
screwball route, replete with an atypical
hit man portrayed by Jamie Foxx, his first
name unmentionable in this space. Silli-
ness prevails, with credibility tossed out
the window. Sillier yet would be to take
any of it seriously.

 But while a farce doesn’t necessarily
have to be believable, there’s a sliding
scale of tolerability. If we’re busy laugh-
ing, who cares if it makes sense? In the
case of “Horrible Bosses,” it simply isn’t
humorous enough to justify the irksome
lapses in plausibility. These ordinary fel-
lows make the switch to potential killers
all too readily.

 You see, in the 11th hour, Mr. Foxx’s
Blankety-Blank Jones explains why he
can’t personally do the deed. However, in
consideration of the $5,000 retainer he’s
taken, he will advise. But he has only one
bit of counsel for the desperate pals. In
order to avoid the establishment of a
motive, it would be wise if each man
killed the other’s boss.

 This arrangement paves the way for a
bevy of confusion and illogicality that
soon dissolves into a general free-for-all
posing as a plot. A few running gags
pepper the scenario, and from a helter-
skelter script one gleans the occasionally
amusing moment. However, it’s the hor-
rible bosses themselves who keep this
film afloat.

 Forgetting for a second that this is
supposed to be funny, which, regrettably,
isn’t all that difficult, we note the title
characters are not only vile, but down-
right criminal. At a minimum, each de-
serves dismissal. Some even warrant le-
gal prosecution. Still, much as they might
conjure memories of our own tormenters,
straight up execution is a tad stiff.

 But, once convinced of their course,
none of the three disgruntled employees
exhibits the slightest angst over killing a
fellow human being. In other words,
they’re about as loony as their prospec-
tive victims. Thus, aside from being some-
what curious as to how things will turn
out in the end, we inevitably lose interest
amidst the flood of contrivances.

 Too bad director Gordon didn’t have
the wherewithal to impart some kernels
of wit and wisdom about despotism in the
workplace. In addition to tempering the
gobbledygook, it would make the come-
dic failure less obvious. Unfortunately,
like the truly grave problem it professes
to address, “Horrible Bosses” is hardly a
laughing matter.

…
 “Horrible Bosses,” rated R, is a Warner

Bros. Pictures release directed by Seth
Gordon and stars Jason Bateman, Jenni-
fer Aniston and Jason Sudeikis. Running
time: 98 minutes

According to their mom, it was a les-
son about paying Uncle Sam, as well
as adding the tax onto their book pur-
chases.

The next stop was the Savory Spice
Shop where just the smells alone tan-
talized the nasal cavity. Here the young
starlets measured powdered cheeses
as one of their activities. Using a
scooper and a scale, Zack poured in-
gredients into a plastic bag until it read
the correct weight of 2.05 ounces.

Tasting samples from Indonesia,
India and China, Dori and Zack en-
joyed their time at Savory Spice Shop.

The final destination was Alan’s
Orchid. Incorporating geography, the
kids learned where local fruits and
produce sold at the store comes from.
Learning about ingredients and be-
ing able to read labels was a key
lesson here. To understand the im-
portance of locally grown fruit and
vegetables, Zack and Dori sampled
the produce.

Overall, the Kaplans enjoyed the
expereince.“When the segment ran
last week, my kids were a little em-
barrassed when their friends saw them
on television,” Mrs. Kaplan said.

GMA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Water Color Club
To Hold Exhibit
MORRISTOWN - The Essex Water

Color Club, celebrating the start of its
80th year, will be presenting a special
exhibit of members’ watercolor paint-
ings in the Main Corridor of the
Morristown Memorial Hospital located
at 100 Madison Avenue from Saturday,
August 28, through Monday, October
17.

Awards will be presented on Sunday,
September 11, at the regular meeting of
the Essex Water Color Club from 2 to 4
p.m. in conjunction with a demonstra-
tion by Charles Brandenburg. The meet-
ing will take place at the Livingston
Senior Community Center, 204 Hill-
side Avenue, Livingston.

For more information, call John Wolff
at (973) 994-1597.

America in Bloom
Judges to Visit

WESTFIELD - Judges from
the America in Bloom competi-
tion will visit Westfield on Au-
gust 1 and 2. Westfield is an
America in Bloom veteran and
defending champion of the
25,000-50,000 population cat-
egory in last year’s program.

Westfield is one of 22 towns
across America that is working
on local revitalization programs
this year with the hopes of being
named the best blooming town in
America.

Sonia Owchariw for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SNEAKING IN A LESSON…“Good Morning America” (GMA) teamed up with
Parenting.com to film a segment of the GMA weekly series “Sneaky Teacher,” in
Westfield last week featuring a local family. Pictured, left to right, are: Rachel
Fishman Fedderson, editor of Parenting.com and Westfield mom, Debbie Abrams
Kaplan, and her children, Dori and Zack, shown here checking out books at The
Town Book Store.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ANTICIPATED RETURN...Anthology, a women’s clothing boutique
formerly on Quimby Street and displaced since May 5 by the Ferraro’s
fire, will re-open soon in its temporarily location at 121 Central Avenue
(next to Williams and Sonoma).

‘Family Flix’ to Present  G-Force on August 2
SPRINGFIELD – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal are happy to
announce the next evening of “Fam-
ily Fun and Flix” – the free summer
outdoor entertainment and film se-
ries – will join National Night Out to
show the movie G-Force on Tuesday,
August 2, at Meisel Park in Spring-
field.

Come to Meisel Park at 7:30 p.m.
and participate in “National Night
Out” sponsored by PBA Local 73
before the feature film “G-Force” on
August 2. At dusk, sit back and watch

the 2009 spy-fi Disney 3-D comedy
about a team of superspy guinea pigs
who do battle with a mad billionaire
intent on conquering the earth by
programming all the home appli-
ances to follow his instructions. The
movie features the voices of
Penelope Cruz, Tracy Morgan,
Nicolas Cage, Zach Galifinakis and
many other actors.

For more information, call the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal at (908)
527-4900. For program and rain in-
formation call (908) 558-4079 after
3 p.m. on the day of the show.
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344 South Avenue East

Westfield, NJ   07090

Open 7 Days 10am - 8pm

908.789.2888

www.jennifer-dayspa.com

The Jennifer
Day Spa II

GRAND OPENING SPECIALS!!

Basic Facial
Photo Rejuvenation
RF Bio-Lift
Micro Dermabrasion
Oxygen Facial

$60.00
$135.00
$135.00
$135.00
$150.00

$49.99
$80.00
$100.00
$70.00
$100.00

Regular Special
All Massages

 $49.99

(1 Hour)
•Full Body
•Swedish
•Deep Tissue
•Hot Stone

•Aromatherapy
•Quick Relaxation

•Anti Stress
•Purifying

First Time

Clients

Only

Now in
Westfield

Garwood Neighbors Win
Top Watercolor Awards

GARWOOD - In an unusual twist
of fate, the top watercolor awards in
the 2011 Union County Senior Art
Show went to painters who live within
100 feet of one another in a small
condominium complex in Garwood.

The first prize for watercolor in the
professional category was given to
Dante Bonardi for “Shadows Re-
flected.” The top watercolor award in
the non-professional category went
to Bill Connolly for “Shades of
Millbrook.” Both artists live at The
Pointe, a small townhouse develop-
ment in Garwood.

Dante Bonardi, 77, worked for RJR
Nabisco for 27 years, most recently
as director of TV commercial pro-
duction. He later was a partner in the
ad agency WLD Communications
before retiring in 1996. After retire-
ment, he began painting again after a
50-year hiatus, concentrating on wa-
tercolor. He has studied with Robert
Heyer, Robert Saxson, Tony Van
Hasselt and Christine Calandra,
among others.

His work has been purchased by
private collectors and has appeared
in exhibits at the New Jersey Water-
color Society, the Somerset Art Asso-
ciation, Ocean County College and
other venues. He is an associate mem-
ber of the New Jersey Watercolor

Society.
Bill Connolly, 73, spent almost 40

years as a reporter and editor at news-
papers in Minneapolis, Houston,
Detroit, Norfolk and New York. He
retired in 2001 as a senior editor of
The New York Times.

Since his retirement, he has stud-
ied drawing with Rhoda Yanow, Frank
Falotico, Christine Myshka and Alex
Piccirillo and watercolor with Sandra
Frank. His work is in a dozen private
collections around the country. He is
a trustee of the Millburn-Short Hills
Arts Center and a member of the
Livingston, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and Westfield art associations.

The 2011 Union County Senior
Art Show attracted 129 entries in
nine categories. Its initial exhibition,
at the headquarters of the
Elizabethtown Gas Company, closed
on July 16, but paintings and draw-
ings that won first-place awards will
be on view until August 24 in the
Freeholders’ Gallery on the sixth floor
of the Union County Administration
Building in Elizabeth.

In September, the first-place win-
ners will join a statewide exhibition
at Meadow Lakes in East Windsor,
with the winners of that competition
to be announced at a reception on
October 28.Dante Bonardi — “Shadows Reflected”

Bill Connolly — “Shades of Millbrook”

The Theater Project’s Penny Penniworth — Worth
More Than Just a Penny for These Thoughts

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

WEST ORANGE — Chris
Weikel’s parody, Penny Penniworth
by Chris Weikel, is sometimes billed
as “Charles Dickens’ lost epic” be-
cause of its familiar Dickens’ charac-
ters and plots. Presented weekends
through August 7 by The Theater
Project, the show is a jigsaw puzzle
of mistaken identity, melodrama and
laughs.

Setting the tone, British music plays
softly in the background moments
before the lights go down in the New
Jersey Arts Incubator in West Or-
ange, the new temporary home of
The Theater Project, the professional
company that was long housed at
Union County College in Cranford.

As the music subsides, we find
ourselves in a fictitious hamlet in
England known as Uglyberry-on-the-
Bog, where the Penniworth family of
father, mother, and daughter live. Sen-
sible daughter Penny (Jenelle Sosa)
chooses between two local suitors;
Hotchkiss Spit (Rick Delaney), a sin-

cere and loving blacksmith’s boy,
who has a horrible speech impedi-
ment, over the town’s rich bully,
Rupert Stryfe (Harry Patrick Chris-
tian).

Whenever Stryfe’s name is pro-
nounced, the tag “Heir to the House
of Stryfe” is recited in unison by the
actors on stage, signifying Stryfe’s
supposed importance and stature in
the community.

Stryfe and Hotchkiss fight physi-
cally and Hotchkiss runs off believ-
ing that he has killed his opponent.
Stryfe is, however, operated on by a
local surgeon/watch maker who in-
serts a metal plate in his head. That
metal, magnetic plate comes back to
haunt Stryfe later in the show and he,
in turn, haunts our heroine.

In true Dickensian fashion, the play
is rife with heroes, villains, anony-
mous benefactors, solicitors, pick
pockets and exotic characters. The
plot thickens when Mr. Hapless
Penniworth dies leaving his wife and
daughter, well, penniless. Their buf-
foon of a lawyer, Mr. Bunting (Terri

Sturtevant), tells the mother/daugh-
ter duo that their castle is worthless
because it is sitting on a sinking bog.

Penny takes a job as a companion
to Miss Havasnort, a woman who
confesses she’s “a few plums short of
a pudding.” Miss Havasnort has cut
herself off from the rest of the world,
mourning for twenty years her dead
suitor whose name she can not even
remember.

The plot twists and turns in true
melodrama/parody style with the four
main characters playing a number of
parts. Each has the chance to play
narrator and each one masters a vari-
ety of voices and dialects. The four
extremely talented actors play a dozen
roles, switching madly distinctive ac-
cents and sexes in the blink of an eye.

The delightfully over-the-top Harry
Patrick Christian is the dastardly
Stryfe as well as a monkey, Mr.
Pinchnose, etc. He marvelously ca-
vorts, struts and sashays around the
intimate stage that is adorned with
oversize boxes and trunks, which
serve as platforms for the characters.
Part of Mr. Christian’s allure is the
depth of zaniness to which he resorts.

Rick Delaney plays Hotchkiss Spit,
the painfully inarticulate love of
Penny’s life, as well as the handsome
Baron Emory Lane. With a flick of
Delaney’s cape, it becomes a skirt
while Mr. Delaney dons a curly half-
wig to become Penny’s mother. His
rendition of “Happy Days Are Here
Again” as the exuberant Mrs.
Penniworth is a hilarious take-off on
Barbra Streisand’s version of the clas-
sic song.

A blustering barrister, Mr. Bunting,
is played by the multi-talented Terri
Sturtevant who also cleverly mimes a
horse as well as a squeaky gate among
other characters.

It is Jenelle Sosa as Penny, how-
ever, who brings down the house in
the scene where she must play two
characters that appear simultaneously
on stage. As the monstrously dim-
witted and hunchback Malodorous
Dump (yes, really) she uses a dummy
to stand in for her character Penny.
With an octave voice change in a
hair’s breath, she is outrageously silly
and great fun with deadpan delivery
that, at times, asks her to break the
actor’s fourth wall to mug to the
audience.

Once again, director Mark Spina
has found the perfect play for sum-
mertime frivolity because it uses
imagination, creativity and the abil-
ity of consummate actors. Mr. Spina
masterfully sets the pace of the inter-
mission-less show at breakneck
speed; it’s fast enough for the audi-
ence to get the jokes, but not slow
enough that there is lag time in wait-
ing for the laugh. These professional
actors know the show inside out ex-

hibiting split-second timing and quick
changes in clothing, wigs, character-
ization and props.

Each pratfall, double entendre, pun
and sight gag in this production makes
the audience chuckle, groan and
sometimes burst out in good old-
fashioned belly laughs.

***
For tickets to see Penny Penniworth,

by The Theater Project that now bills
itself as “a company on the move,”
call (800) 838-3006, or visit
thetheaterproject.org. The show runs
Thursdays – Saturdays at 8 p.m. and
Sundays at 3 p.m. through August 7
at the Essex Green Shopping Center,
495 Prospect Avenue, West Orange.

WORTH EVERY PENNY…The talented cast of Penny Penniworth, starring, left
to right, Terri Sturtevant, Jenelle Sosa, Harry Patrick Christian, and Rick
Delaney, entertain the audience with a melodrama/parody style performance
with the four main characters playing a number of parts.

Paris: See the Sights — Then
Wander the City of Light Aimlessly

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for the Summer Adventure Series

Paris is perfect. Paris is always
perfect. Even when it’s chilly and
rainy, as it was during my mid-July
trip when temperatures struggled to
stay in the 60s and umbrellas were
necessary more often than not. Paris
is always perfect. Paris is a perfect
city.

There are two ways to see the City
of Light — the beaten path, or off the
beaten path. For both, be sure to have
comfortable walking shoes, a camera
and a fistful of euros. To explore
Paris, you will have to occasionally
join the hordes of tourists, but it is a
necessary and rewarding chore. On
the beaten path, there are a half-dozen
places that must be seen by first-
timers to Paris — and even old Paris
hands should make time to at least
stop by.

The first stop is the Eiffel Tower,
the 1,063-foot structure that was
erected in 1889 to be a temporary
feature during the World’s Fair.
There’s not much to say about Tour
Eiffel. Photos and video do not do it
justice. It must be seen in person to
appreciate how striking this most-
recognizable of icons is. Be sure your
camera batteries are fully charged
and be thankful for the almost end-
less number of photos a digital cam-
era allows as you snap away from
every conceivable angle.

Lines to go up to the top of the
tower, or even up to one of its lower
observation decks, if vertigo is a
worry, tend to thin later in the evening.
After dark, the tower is lit, and for
several minutes every hour, flashing
lights twinkle up and down the entire
length of the tower—although I do
not think an attraction so spectacular

on its own needs any added bells and
whistles to get one’s attention.

Next up is Notre-Dame Cathedral,
which was built about 800 years ago
and is a prime example of French
Gothic architecture. The somewhat
strenuous climb up its narrow, wind-
ing stone staircase to the top two
levels (warning: there is no elevator!)
ends with sweeping views of much of
the city and up-close encounters with
the gargoyles that ring this beautiful
structure. The vista from up top is
best summed up by Victor Hugo, who
wrote in Notre-Dame de Paris: “All
Paris was spread out at his feet, with
her thousand turrets, her undulating
horizon, her river winding under the
bridges, her stream of people flowing
to and fro in the streets; with the
cloud of smoke rising from her many
chimneys; with her chain of crested
roofs pressing in ever tightening coils
round about Notre Dame.”

A third tourist spot not to miss is at
both ends of the Champs-Elysees,
one of the world’s most prestigious
and pretty thoroughfares. Begin at its
eastern end at the Place de la
Concorde, the city’s largest public
square. The large Egyptian obelisk in
the center replaced a guillotine that,
in earlier times, came down upon the

necks of such luminaries as Louis
XVI and Marie Antoinette.

At the obelisk, turn and face west
for a spectacular view down the wide,
tree-lined boulevard that is framed
with cafes and high-end stores. And
then make your way down its mile-
and-a-quarter length to the massive
Arc de Triomphe, a memorial to fight-
ers in earlier French wars. Standing
in its shadow, it is not hard to imagine
the dread that must have filled Pari-
sians as they watched Hitler’s invad-
ing army enter their city through that
arch in 1940, and then their corre-
sponding joy when the city was liber-
ated four years later.

Stretch your legs and get set for
stop number four—the giant Sacre-
Coeur Basilica, which sits atop the
city’s highest point at Montmarte and
offers an incredible panoramic view
of Paris from the north. Get some
exercise and make your way up via
the hilly neighborhood streets and
staircases that may leave your thighs
barking a bit. The line to go inside the
century-old church is shorter than at
Notre-Dame; equally worthwhile is
sitting outside and taking in the view,
watching some of the street perform-
ers and listening to the musicians.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GORGEOUS GATEWAY…The Arc de Triomphe in Paris, found at the western
end of the Champs-Elysees, one of the world’s most prestigious and pretty
thoroughfares, was built to honor French warriors and should be a top stop on
any visitor’s itinerary.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HIDDEN GEM…Aimless wanderings through the streets of Paris can lead one to
hidden gems like Au Vieux Paris d’Arcole, above, a lovely restaurant and café
near Notre-Dame.

GMA Films Segment in Town
Featuring Westfield Family

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A Westfield mom
and her two children were featured
on “Good Morning America” (GMA),
a New York City-based ABC morn-
ing show, for a segment focused on
encouraging kids to continue learn-
ing during the long, lazy days of
summer.

GMA producers teamed up with
Parenting.com and asked Westfield
mom, Debbie Abrams Kaplan, and
her two children, Dori, 10, and Zack,
8, to be included. Cameras rolled
downtown as producers followed the
Kaplan family from The Town Book
Store, to the Savory Spice Shop, and
Alan’s Orchid.

“I was contacted by a friend who
knew I had children in the age range
that ABC was looking for,” Mrs.
Kaplan said regarding how her fam-
ily was chosen for the segment.

The segment was created in order
to give parents tips on how to keep
kids brains sharp when school has
been recessed for a month and Labor
Day and the first day of school are
still weeks away. With warm weather

and family vacations planned, the
segment was aimed at teaching par-
ents how to incorporate learning into
daily routines. It illustrated how er-
rands can be used as learning experi-
ences.

The segment was filmed for
“Sneaky Teacher,” a weekly series on
GMA that offers clever suggestions
for parents to keep their children’s
idle hands busy. Ideas on how moms
can keep the brain-power flowing
during the hot and the lazy days of
summer are discussed.

Each stop the Kaplan family made
provided a learning experience such
as reading, math and science.

The first stop was The Town Book
Store, which encouraged Dori and
Zack to read. Sitting in their reading
chairs, an ABC cameraman shot Zack
as he laughed and smiled as the cam-
era moved closer for a tighter shot of
his face.

“The kids enjoyed the experience,
but it was definitely a long day for
them,” Mrs. Kaplan said.

The Kaplan kids also checked out
their books at the bookstore register.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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