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MR. AND MRS. MARK CLEMENT WALKER
(She is the former Miss Elisabeth Salemme)

Miss Elisabeth Salemme
Marries Mark C. Walker

Miss Elisabeth Salemme, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Salemme of Westfield, was married
on Saturday, July 31, 2010, to Mark
Clement Walker. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Kevin Walker of Midland
Park, N.J.

The late afternoon ceremony took
place at the Stowe Community
Church in Stowe, Vt., with the Rever-
end Bruce S. Comiskey officiating. A
reception followed at the Stowe
Mountain Lodge in Stowe.

Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore an ivory silk organza strap-
less trumpet gown embellished with
detailed embroidery, ribbons and
Swarovski crystals, designed by Me-
lissa Sweet. Her mantilla-style, chapel-
length veil was trimmed in flower
appliqués touched with Swarovski
crystals. She carried a bouquet of ivory
roses and hydrangeas, accented with
green coffee berries.

Mrs. Lindsay Frey of Rye, N.Y.,
one of the bride’s college roommates,
was the matron of honor, and Miss
Meghan Meade of Manhattan, a child-
hood friend of the bride, was maid of
honor. The bridal attendants included
friends of the bride, Miss Lauren
Koch of Hoboken, N.J., Miss Marissa
Aronson of Great Neck, N.Y., Miss
Lauren Malaney of Saddle Brook,
N.J. and Miss Katie Stinchfield of
Boston, and cousin of the bride, Miss
Lauren Sopher of Shelburne, Vt. Miss
Megan Petralia and Miss Emily
Petralia of Concord, N.C., cousins of
the bride, served as junior brides-
maids. All wore strapless, silk, cy-
press green knee-length dresses and
carried ivory rose bouquets.

Michael Walker of Saddle Brook,
N.J., brother of the groom, was the
best man. Serving as groomsmen
were friends of the groom, Merrill
Martin and Joseph McKeever, both
of Hoboken, N.J.; Christopher
Salemme of Westfield, brother of
the bride, and John Walker of Mid-
land Park, cousin of the groom. Mrs.

Diane Petralia of Concord, N.C., the
bride’s aunt and godmother, and Miss
Dayna Caine of Massachusetts, a
childhood friend of the groom, per-
formed readings.

A 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree from Bucknell Uni-
versity in 2006. She is a fourth-
grade teacher in Allendale, N.J.

The bridegroom, a 2002 graduate
of Midland Park High School and a
2006 graduate of Bucknell Univer-
sity, is employed with Merck & Co.,
Inc. as a senior financial analyst. He
currently is attending the Stern School
of Business at New York University,
pursuing an MBA degree.

A rehearsal dinner, hosted by the
groom’s parents, was held at Inn at
the Mountain in Stowe, Vt. the night
before the wedding.

The bridal attendants and the
bride’s godmother, Diane Skrnich,
hosted a bridal shower in April 2010
at Mrs. Skrnich’s home in Westfield.

Following a wedding trip to Kauai,
the couple resides in Riverdale, N.J.

Best Friend Shop to Extend
Benefit Sale Through Aug.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption will con-
tinue its 50-percent-off sale at its
thrift shop throughout the month
of August. Most items in the shop
will be 50 percent off, although
some exceptions apply. Located at
1750 East Second Street in Scotch
Plains, the shop is open from 10:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. every day except
Sunday and Monday.

The Best Friend Rescue group is
a not-for-profit organization run
solely by volunteers. Proceeds ben-
efit homeless animals whose time
would be up at the pound if not for
the rescue group.

New and good quality slightly-
used merchandise is available for
sale, including small furniture, a
white dresser, end tables, lamps

and a butcher block kitchen table
with six matching chairs.

The thrift shop is a drop-off cen-
ter for brass, copper, 14-carat gold
and sterling silver. Best Friend al-
ways is in need of good-quality
donations to restock its shop
shelves. Additionally, the group is
urgently in need of cat food and
litter due to the many homeless
kittens in its care.

Monetary donations are tax-de-
ductible and also are urgently
needed by the rescue group. Dona-
tions can be sent to: Best Friend,
P.O. Box 335, Cranford, N.J.
07016.

For more information, call (732)
388-8930 or view pets waiting for
permanent homes at
bestfriend.petfinder.com.

Miss Danielle M. Egan and Christopher H. Rowland

Miss Danielle Egan Engaged
To Christopher Rowland

Marie and John Egan of Upper
Saddle River are pleased to announce
the engagement of their daughter, Miss
Danielle Marie Egan, to Christopher
Hall Rowland. He is the son of Robert
and Sally Rowland of Scotch Plains.

The bride-to-be is a 1996 graduate
of Northern Highlands Regional High
School. She received a bachelor’s
degree in psychology from the Uni-
versity of Scranton and a master’s
degree in early childhood and el-
ementary education from New York
University. She is employed as a sec-
ond-grade teacher in the Wyckoff

public school system.
The future bridegroom is a 1996

graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. He received a bachelor’s
degree from Marist College and is
employed as a Major Accounts Divi-
sion Manager for IBISWorld, Inc. in
Jersey City.

An August wedding is planned at
the Church of the Presentation in
Upper Saddle River. Following the
ceremony, a reception will be held at
the Ramsey Golf and Country Club.
After a honeymoon trip to Hawaii,
the couple will reside in Ramsey, N.J.

Troop No. 73 to Hold
Anniversary Dinner

WESTFIELD – Boy Scout Troop
No. 73, sponsored by the Holy Trin-
ity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield, will celebrate its 75th Dia-
mond Anniversary in 2011.

The troop will celebrate with a
dinner at The Westwood in Garwood
on Friday, November 25. Former
and current scouts, leaders and
friends of Troop No. 73 are invited
to participate and share memories
and stories of their Troop No. 73
days.

For more information on the 75th
Anniversary Celebration and/or to
provide contact information, respond
to: westfieldtroop73@gmail.com or
to Tim Avis, 536 Hort Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090; (908) 654-
6286; avis73@verizon.net.

New FUMC Pastor Receives
Warm Welcome to Westfield

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The First United
Methodist Church (FUMC) welcomed
the Reverend David C. Mertz as its
new pastor on July 1. He succeeds the
Reverend Edward Carll, who the same
day began his new assignment as pas-
tor of the Denville Community Church.
Reverend Carll had
served FUMC for nearly
a decade.

“It’s been terrific,”
Reverend Mertz told The
Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last week, reflect-
ing on his introduction to
FUMC and the Westfield
community. “People
have been warm and wel-
coming and enthusiastic
about the future. They’ve
been very gracious and
have welcomed my fam-
ily, too. They have
brought us food, had us for dinner;
they’ve fixed up the parsonage, did
some painting and bought some new
furniture.”

Raised in southern California as
one of four children, Reverend Mertz
moved with his family to Ridgewood,
N.J. in 1966. He graduated in 1978
from Carleton College in Minnesota
and from Union Theological Semi-
nary in New York in 1982.

After graduating from the seminary,
he lived in Minnesota and then in Fort
Worth, Tex., serving various churches
along the way and doing a year of
hospital chaplaincy. He and his wife,
Nancy, a Presbyterian minister who
he met at the Union Theological Semi-
nary, eventually relocated to New Jer-
sey in 1990. They have made their
home in Princeton since then.

For a decade after coming back to
New Jersey, Reverend Mertz did
fundraising for institutions including
the Theological School at Drew Uni-
versity, Rutgers University and Union
Theological Seminary. Returning to
parish ministry in 2000, he served
multiple churches. His last appoint-
ment before coming to FUMC was at
the United Methodist Church in
Milltown, where he served for three
years.

Reverend Mertz was appointed to
his new post by Bishop Sudarshana
Devadhar, head of the Greater New
Jersey Annual Conference, which
comprises Methodist churches
throughout New Jersey, as well as a
small number of Methodist churches
in Pennsylvania and New York. Ap-
pointments are made on a yearly
basis, he explained, but clergy can
be reappointed to the same church
for consecutive years. “You might
be at a church for 20 years,” he said.

The FUMC provides a parsonage
for its pastor and family, although for
now Nancy Mertz will continue to
spend weekdays in Princeton, where
she is the Stephen Colwell Associate
Professor of Christian Ethics and
chairwoman of the Theology Depart-
ment at Princeton Theological Semi-
nary, and will come to Westfield on
weekends. Beginning in January,
however, she will go on sabbatical
from the seminary.

The couple has two children. Daugh-
ter McKinley graduated in May with a
degree in architecture from Miami
University in Ohio. Son Adam, a geol-
ogy major at Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
sity in Delaware, Ohio, will begin his
junior year this fall.

The pastor called his first week at
FUMC a “baptism of fire, but it was
great.” While attempting to get up to
speed in his new church home, he
also found himself immediately in
charge of the Bible story segment of
FUMC’s Vacation Bible School
(VBS.) This year, more than 100
youngsters participated in the pro-

gram. “It was an active week,” Rever-
end Mertz remarked.

Despite the busy schedule, he said
the VBS week proved an enjoyable
experience. “I got to meet a lot of
adults in the church, the children, and
the teenagers that were helping,” he
said. Reverend Mertz expressed grati-
tude to Brigid Barber and Lucy Palmer,

the high-school students
who assisted him with his
VBS duties.

In speaking with The
Leader/Times, as well as
in his remarks on the
FUMC website, Rever-
end Mertz also acknowl-
edged various staff mem-
bers and others who have
helped him and his fam-
ily make the transition
to a new parish and new
community.

Among other indi-
viduals, he noted the con-
tributions of church ad-

ministrative secretary Susan Granski,
who he called “a wealth of informa-
tion”; Music Director Tristan Jones,
and Su Iliff, coordinator of Children
and Young Families Ministries. He
also noted the support and friendship
of Reverend Carll.

He praised the “strong lay leader-
ship” at FUMC and the willingness
of individuals to take on responsibili-
ties within the church, which he also
said has helped him in his new role.

Reverend Mertz additionally shared
his admiration for FUMC’s “long, very
strong musical tradition.” He high-
lighted the church’s Aeolian-Skinner
pipe organ, along with various church
choirs and instrumentalists, including
participants in FUMC’s summer
“Drum Circle” program, where per-
cussion instruments are played as a
prelude to Sunday services.

In his new ministry, Reverend Mertz
said he hopes to encourage people to
live the statement of John Wesley, the
18th-century cleric and founder of
Methodism: “The world is my par-
ish.” Reverend Mertz said he was
looking “to throw open our doors and
let people in, and also invite people to
go out the doors – to shelter the home-
less, feed the hungry, hold the hand of
an older adult or read to a child.”

The First United Methodist Church
is located at One East Broad Street in
Westfield. Worship is held at 10 a.m.
on Sundays. For more information
about the church and Reverend Mertz,
visit fumcwestfield.org.

Rev. David Mertz

Seniors Post Meeting,
Upcoming Activities

GARWOOD – The Garwood Se-
nior Citizens Club will meet next
Thursday, August 4, having previ-
ously met on July 21. The club nor-
mally meets on the first and third
Thursdays of every month at noon at
the Garwood Firehouse; however,
with the shortened summer schedule
there will be only one meeting next
month, on August 4.

All Garwood seniors are invited to
a luncheon on Saturday, August 13,
hosted by the Garwood Recreation
Committee. It will take place from
noon to 4 p.m. at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, located at 37 South
Avenue in Garwood. Participants will
need to make their own travel ar-
rangements to the luncheon.

On Thursday, August 25, there will
be a Senior Citizen Ice Cream Social
at the Garwood Firehouse from 12:30
to 3:30 p.m. All Garwood seniors are
invited. To respond, call Paulette
Drogan at (908) 789-0738. Trip ar-
rangements for the social can be made
with the senior bus by calling Ann
Romano at (908) 789-0455.

Anyone interested in joining the club
may call Patsy at (908) 789-0835 or ask
for Dolores if attending a meeting.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

  
AUGUST 2011 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
HHours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9 pm  Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5 pm  Closed Sunday  

Programs for Kids &Teens (Full-service WML cardholders only) 

8/1 10:00 am Computer Class: Advanced Word 

8/5  1:30 pm TGIF! Lucille Ball (video) 

8/6 10:30 am Birds of Prey-Meet Some Raptors 

8/8 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: “The Way Home” (Korean) 

8/10  7:00 pm How to be a Caregiver for Elderly 

8/11  7:00 pm “Love’s Labour’s Lost” live show 

8/12  1:30 pm TGIF! “Forever Darling” (Classic Movie) 

8/15 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: “The Concert” (French) 

8/1, 8/8  3:00 pm A Taste of Europe-stories and  snack         
for 4+ years  

8/1  7:00 pm Family Storytime-all ages-wear your pj’s 

8/2, 8/9  3:00 pm Story/craft from many places for 4+yrs   

8/3 10:00 am Tot’s Storytime (2-3½ years) 

8/3  3:00 pm Readers’ Theatre (must know how to read) 

8/5 10:00 am Toddler Time (babies—to 3 yrs) 

8/5, 12, 19, 
26 

 3:00 pm Westfield Memorial Pool Storytime—all ages 
($5 each for adult & child if not members) 

8/6  2:00 pm Story/craft from many places for 4+yrs   

8/18, 25  3:00 pm T-shirt Design—All ages—open to the    
public—bring white or light colored cotton 
T-shirt 

Needle Nite Session on Tap
At Fanwood Presbyterian

FANWOOD – The monthly
Needle Nite program at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church will
take place on Friday, August 5, at
7:30 p.m. in Westminster Hall on
Marian Avenue. Ice cream will be
available for purchase that evening.

Co-Chairwomen Pat Lake and
Nancy Bassman have asked that
those interested in quilting bring
their cutting boards and/or sewing
machines to continue working on
the “Disappearing Nine Patch”
quilt project. Anyone needing fab-
ric or batting is asked to e-mail
needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.

A goal of 35 quilts has been set
for completion by February 2012.
Children’s Specialized Hospital,
Center for Hope Hospice and
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County will be the recipi-
ents of these quilts. Additionally,
there is a goal of 12 Christmas
quilted items, table covers or run-

ners to be made by November 4 for
delivery to shut-ins in December.

The knit and crochet circle of women
will work together while making
projects for newborns, nursing home
residents and prayer shawls for those
in need of extra care. The new projects
for “Christmas at Sea” at Port Newark
also will be welcomed.

Donated materials end up in
many forms usable by the charities
that receive them. Needle Nite par-
ticipants then take their newly
learned skills for use at home.

For further information about these
projects or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891 or e-mail
fanwoodpress@erols.com.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

NJ Clean Energy Program
Offers Summer Promotion

MOUNTAINSIDE – Do you dread
opening up your utility bills? Do you
have an older home that is drafty with
dated heating and cooling equipment?
Green Energy Improvements can save
you from wasteful spending on util-
ity bills and increase your home com-
fort with financial assistance from
the NJ Clean Energy Program.

Currently, the NJCEP is running a
summer promotion that offers addi-
tional rebates to homeowners for
making their homes more energy ef-
ficient. If a BPI (Building Perfor-
mance Institute) certified contractor
can determine between 10-19 per-
cent total energy savings, the rebates
have increased to $1,500. If the sav-
ings are between 20-24 percent, the
rebates have increased to $3,750, and
if the savings are 25 percent or above,
the rebates have increased to $5,000.
This summer promotion will end on
Friday, September 30, 2011.

The energy savings are determined
by an energy auditor gathering infor-
mation about how your home is func-
tioning during an energy audit using

tools like a blower door and infrared
thermal imaging camera. The data is
then analyzed along with your utility
bill usage in the state’s software to
calculate the savings.

One customer recently said, “We
are amazed with the performance of
the insulation. The rooms over the
garage are actually getting air condi-
tioning. These rooms have always
been hot, and I never thought it would
be this comfortable. Also, the entire
upstairs is evenly cooled. I even took
temperature readings because I
couldn’t believe it! The AC unit
doesn’t even turn on until midway
through the day. The insulation job is
unbelievable and really does work!”

You can significantly lower your
utility bills and increase your home
comfort with this program. For more
information or to schedule an energy
audit, contact Green Energy Improve-
ments at (908) 228-2493;
www.GreenEnergy-NJ.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

AnnaLiah deRojas Earns
Girl Scout Gold Award

WESTFIELD – AnnaLiah deRojas,
a member of Girl Scout Troop No. 824
in Westfield, recently
earned her Gold Award.
The Gold is the highest
award in Girl Scouting.
She is a rising senior at
Westfield High School.

For her Gold Award
Project, AnnaLiah ap-
proached the staff of Lin-
coln School in Westfield
with an idea. She pro-
posed to create a butter-
fly and multi-sensory
garden on the site.
AnnaLiah, along with
her advisor, Kathleen Bartlett, the
school garden club and Troop Leader
Susan Kowalenko, worked diligently
to create an oasis in an area that was
only hard dirt and weeds.

The garden features an educational
butterfly area that complements the
kindergarten curriculum pertaining to

butterflies and the science of butterfly
development. The children use the

garden to watch the but-
terflies develop among
plants chosen by
AnnaLiah that attract
butterflies and caterpil-
lars. Many different va-
rieties of butterflies have
been seen hovering in
the flowers of the butter-
fly habitat.

Another component
of the garden is the four
“sensory” beds used as
an educational tool for
teachers. The planted

boxes include opportunities for taste,
touch, sight and smell. The children of
Lincoln School can feel the plant
known as Lambs ear, smell basil, taste
mint and see the blooms of lilacs.

AnnaLiah, the daughter of Anna
Maria deRojas, has been a member of
Troop No. 824 for the past eight years.

AnnaLiah deRojas


