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New Westfield Councilman Mark
LoGrippo Invites Public Input

I wish to take this opportunity to
introduce myself to you as I was
recently sworn-in as your Council-
man [Westfield]. I am fill-
ing the seat vacated by
former Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca who was
nominated and confirmed
as a Superior Court judge.
I wish Mark much suc-
cess in this appointment,
and I am ready to assume
the responsibility of serv-
ing the Third Ward in his
seat.

My wife, Maria and I
are grateful to reside in
Westfield where we are
raising our two children, Francesco
and Gemma. In the upcoming months,
I will be visiting your homes and
neighborhoods to hear from you re-
garding your thoughts. It is important
to me that I hear what’s on your mind
as I begin the role of representing you

on town council.
I am grateful for the opportunity to

serve as your councilman, working
alongside our Mayor,
Andy Skibitsky, town
council members and
Westfield’s public em-
ployees. I am committed
to working hard on your
behalf and to continue the
strong tradition of solid
leadership demonstrated
by Councilman Ciarrocca
in his representation of the
Third Ward.

I encourage you to con-
tact me with any ques-
tions, comments or sug-

gestions via e-mail,
mlogrippo@westfieldnj.gov, or my
home phone, (908) 232 0822. Again,
thank you for your time and I look
forward to hearing from you.

Mark LoGrippo
Councilman, Ward 3

Westfield BOE Should Use $800 K
To Pay Off District’s $2.1-Mil. Debt

AFL-CIO’s
Non Endorsement

A Disgrace
The New Jersey Building and Con-

struction Trades Council (NJBCTC) has
made its choices of candidates we will
ask our members to support this No-
vember. These are candidates who have
spent their lives and careers advancing
the labor movement, and who have made
New Jersey one of the nation’s most
pro-labor states.

Now, unions within the N.J. State
AFL-CIO will seek to use one vote to
discredit and dismiss the entire pro-
labor lives of many of these excellent
candidates. We will not let that happen.

New Jersey’s building trades are proud
to stand with Senate President Steve
Sweeney, Senator Donald Norcross, As-
semblyman John Amodeo and the many
other worthy candidates who did not
follow the N.J. State AFL-CIO’s wishes
on one issue. If the N.J. State AFL-CIO
is going to let one vote dictate who is
and who is not going to get their en-
dorsement, the Building and Construc-
tion Trades Council unanimously have
agreed to continue to stand together and
walk out of their convention alongside
our Building Trades legislators. We will
not stand idly by and watch the N.J.
State AFL-CIO do what we have fought
a lifetime against — endorse on one
vote.

Our 150,000 members know who is
on their side. We recognize that being
pro-labor is about a lifetime of dedica-
tion on a broad range of issues impor-
tant to our livelihoods, our members,

Editor’s Note: Mr. Hertell read this
letter at Tuesday’s Westfield Board of
Education meeting.

*****
I rise this evening, to address a

conversation among board members,
regarding how best to “utilize”
$800,000 of returned financial aid to
the district. There have been clearly
some worthwhile suggestions, and
my purpose is not to moralize one
way or the other, on the heretofore
suggestions, but rather to offer an-
other option for your consideration.

This option would be to use all or a
substantial part of the “found money”
to reduce the district’s $2.1-million
debt. If not all the money is used to
reduce the debt, then certainly a por-
tion could/should be used for one-

time projects. Reducing our debt
immediately accomplishes the fol-
lowing: it is tax relief for the entire
community, it puts the district in a
stronger financial position (paren-
thetically, there are those that would
argue schools districts should not have
any debt), and, it reflects a return of
4+percent on our money, (the amount
of the interest rate). Yes, there are
those that argue we need additional
teachers, custodians, librarians, guid-
ance counselors, etc. and that may
very well be true. However, it is im-
portant to look at the projections for
financial support for those additions
going into the next five years.

Those costs will all be increasing
at a rate that could very well be larger
than any additional state “givebacks,”
if there are any “givebacks” in the
future at all! The result will be, by
definition, a tax increase. In my view,
we are “playing with fire” and other
people’s money when decisions are
made to spend without a clear plan on
how the expenses will be funded go-
ing forward. By the way, there is
absolutely no credible research that
supports the argument that class sizes
between 18 and 25 impede in any
way shape or form the learning pro-
cess of students. I’m sure you all
already know this.

As a community, we are all experi-
encing a continuing downward trend
in real estate values, potential unem-
ployment of our residents, and inven-
tories at historic high levels, both in
the rental markets and homes, high
foreclosure rates, and, an unprec-
edented awareness of the financial
crisis of this state.

Therefore, I urge the board to con-
sider with open minds the aforemen-
tioned option of reducing the district’s
debt, thereby giving the community
an immediate tax relief. Keep in mind
that reducing the debt is a great way
to permanently reduce costs and there-
fore taxes forever, not just one year!

Keith Hertell
Westfield
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The Westfield Memorial Library presents 

“Birds of Prey” 
Have a close encounter with a raptor 

 Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL cardholders. 

Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on 

Online Calendar, or call 
908.789.4090 x7951 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 
550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

Would you like to see a 
golden eagle, peregrine falcon or saw-whet owl? 
Bill Streeter, Director of the Delaware Valley Rap-
tor Center teaches us all about these birds of prey. 
You’ll see six live raptors and spend a magical hour 
gaining a greater knowledge and appreciation of 
the raptors of the northeast.  No children under 
7, please.  

Saturday, August 6 
10:30 am 

Why Hasn’t NJEA
Been Paying Its Taxes?

The New Jersey Education Asso-
ciation  (NJEA) – the government-
sector union which constantly calls
for even more confiscation by gov-
ernment of your hard-earned income
– has not paid its own taxes. An
investigation, primarily conducted by
the non-profit, non-partisan Educa-
tion Action Foundation, reveals the
existance of a lien showing that the
NJEA owes $56,730 in back taxes
going all the way back to 2005.

The NJEA constantly yells for
higher tax rates on you and your
loved ones, but has refused for years
and years to fully pay its own taxes!
Leftist – socialist – ideology neces-
sarily involves anti-reality beliefs and
hypocrisy, and the NJEA is no excep-
tion.

Mark Kalinowski
Clifton

Abortion Supporters Should Make
Donations Out of Their Own PocketsLetters to the Editor
The recent veto by New Jersey

Governor Chris Christie with regard
to funding organizations and groups
that support abortion-rights was
called “disgusting” and “mean-spir-
ited” by some in the New Jersey State
Legislature and by a majority of news-
paper editors throughout the state.
These people set aside the question
of whether it was justified to use the
force of government to extract tax
monies to support those activities and
viewpoints that they may or may not
agree with.

If there was a law in the state or
federal constitution that stated out-
right that funding was required that
would have ended the argument as
well as the “controversy.” However,
because there is no law requiring
abortion funding, it is simply a policy
decision made by the people through
their elected representatives. The
people of New Jersey, when they

voted for Chris Christie, decided that
the use of taxpayer funds for abortion
was not only wrong, but violated the
rights of those who morally and ada-
mantly oppose abortion. Thus, Chris
Christie was justified in using his
veto pen.

Thomas Jefferson once wrote, “To
compel a man to subsidize with his
taxes the propagation of ideas which
he disbelieves and abhors is sinful
and tyrannical.” To force taxpayers to
fund views and activities that are not
required by law is a violation of free-
dom. It is a violation of conscience
and a violation of freedom of asso-
ciation. To those who believe that the
funding of abortion is a moral and
just position, I suggest the following:
Go into your pockets and bank ac-
counts and give the funds to these
groups on your own. Leave the tax-
payers alone. They are not cows or
goats to be milked for money and
they deserve to be left alone.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth
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Zoning Article Should
Have Said, ‘Security’
The front-page article, “SP Zoning

Board Approves Units at Park Middle
School” [Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, July 21] discusses other cases
that were discussed that evening. The
article quotes my husband falsely,
and we feel it misrepresents our case
and why we are placing such a re-
quest. The article quotes that we are
looking to do this for privacy, not
security.

Now yes, privacy is always nice
especially on a county road, how-
ever, our main concern is the safety of
our children ages 7, 4 and 11 months.

Faye Banic
Scotch Plains

---LD-21---
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.
LD-22 includes Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Plainfield,
Clark  and Linden.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance

425 North Avenue E.,
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 518-7733

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

their families and our state. That the N.J.
State AFL-CIO would consider not en-
dorsing the building trades legislators is
a disgrace. More importantly, labor
stands with labor, period.

William Mullen, President
NJBCTC, Clark
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