
Page 4  Thursday, July 28, 2011 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

Legal Newspaper for the Borough of Fanwood
And the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $33 • Two-year – $62 • Three-year – $90
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains–Fanwood

TTTTTimes imes imes imes imes Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Betsey Burgdorf
EDUCATION & ARTS

Legal Newspaper for the Town of Westfield,
Boroughs of Mountainside and Garwood

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New JerseyPeriodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

And the County of Union, NJ.

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, Bd. Chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Regarding Your Article
Last Week on Graffiti

Ms. Scanlon Thanked
For Filling MCUA Slot

Editor’s Note: The following is a
copy of letter sent to Union County
Freeholder Chairwoman Deborah
Scanlon.

*****
I want to thank you for taking

prompt action on my letter of April
25, 2011 advising you of the long-
term vacancy of the Union County
seat on the Middlesex County Utili-
ties Authority (MCUA) Board of
Commissioners.

I appreciate that you have appointed
Freeholder Linda Carter to the board,
especially as Plainfield pays millions
of dollars in fees for wastewater treat-
ment services to the MCUA. I am
sure she will watch out for the inter-
ests of Fanwood and Scotch Plains,
which also participate in the Plainfield
Area Regional Sewage Authority
(PARSA).

Joseph Britt
Fanwood

Candidate for Mayor

BOE Squandered an Opportunity to
Recast Itself as Fiscally Prudent

Neighbors, Fanwood PD, FD Thanked
For Quick Response to Yard Fire

Library Item on Bills is Not A New Tax
But A Change in How Tax Bill Looks

Any Refund Would Be
Valuable to Taxpayers
I am compelled to comment on

Board of Education President Julia
Walker’s opinion, reported in last
week’s Leader article, “Westfield
Rejects Tax Relief.” During the BOE
debate over whether to spend or re-
bate to taxpayers $846,000 state aid
granted to Westfield schools, she
stated that $86 returned to taxpayers
would be of little meaning. A tax
refund of that size would be of great
symbolic and modestly substantive
importance.

Many taxpayers feel we are taxed
more than can be justified by the
spending practices, pattern and atti-
tude of those in control of the public
purse. I know the BOE works hard to
keep costs down. Ms. Walker missed
an opportunity to send a hopeful
message. For families residing in
Westfield, one dollar means some-
thing. What got us here to Westfield
in the first place?

Robert Nehring
Westfield

Famous and Infamous Overshadow
Those Truly Needing Our Attention

In August, when Garwood’s resi-
dents receive their third quarter prop-
erty tax bill, they may see a new tax
line for Public Library Tax. Is this a
new tax? Absolutely not! It is just a
change in the way your tax bill looks.

For towns with municipal or joint
libraries, the minimum funding re-
quirement of 1/3 mill library opera-
tions tax levy has been in effect since
1884. Until this year, appropriations
for these types of libraries were in-
cluded within the municipal tax rate.
This was different for towns within a
county library system, which have
always had a separate library tax to
support library operations. To ensure
fiscal parity among municipalities
that support a local or joint library
and those that support a county li-
brary, on March 21, 2011, Governor
Chris Christie enacted P.L. 2011, c.
38 (S-2068). The law provides a dedi-
cated line item on the property tax
bill for the minimum funding to mu-
nicipal and joint free public libraries.

The Board of Trustees of the Li-
brary and the staff want you to know
that this is in no way a tax increase,
but only a change to the way your tax

bill looks. This change reduces the
municipal tax levy and rate, and cre-
ates a new line item on the tax bill for
library purposes. Now all state resi-
dents that support a public library
will clearly see the cost of the library
on their property tax bills.

This new law simply provides a
dedicated line item on the property
tax bill to collect this minimum fund-
ing. It provides for more transpar-
ency in library funding and creates
equity for municipalities supporting
county, municipal and joint libraries
as all will be displayed similarly on
the tax bill. This change does not
result in any increased taxes, nor does
it change existing financial, opera-
tional, personnel, or other relation-
ships between a municipality and the
library.

More information about this new
law can be found at njla.org/state-
ments/municipaltax_faq.pdf

For more information contact Pat
Tumulty, executive director, New Jer-
sey Library Association, (609) 394-
8032.

Carol Lombardo
Director Garwood Library

Last Thursday we were blessed by
many people in our small commu-
nity. I would like to publicly thank
the Fanwood Police Department, the
Fanwood Fire Department and our
wonderful neighbors for their quick
actions that stopped a possible trag-
edy.

A contractor was working in our
next-door neighbors yard using ac-
etone, stain and rags. When they were
done for the day, they placed them
next to a wood fence that is only a few
feet away from our house. Due to the
warm, dry weather these rags sponta-
neously combusted and caught fire.

Our neighbor across the street and
her husband were out gardening and
saw the fire. They immediately ran
for help. First to arrive at our home
was the Fanwood Police Department.

They used fire extinguishers they
carry in their cars to put out the fire.
The fire burned through the fencing
catching our bushes on fire, which
were only a few feet away from our
porch roof. The Fanwood Fire De-
partment arrived shortly after and
finished putting the fire out.

Needless to say, we were truly
blessed that this fire was caught early.
Words cannot express our apprecia-
tion to all the people who acted so
quickly to help put this small and
preventable fire out. We have such
caring and dedicated people living,
working and volunteering in this com-
munity.

Thank you!
The Drewes Family

Fanwood

Yes, it was another “typical” deci-
sion by our board of education to
spend more of our money with little
regard to the Westfield taxpayer. I
was extremely disappointed in the
decision by seven of the nine elected
officials who voted not to offset prop-
erty tax, but instead to line the coffers
of the 2011-2012 school budget.

The stated rationale used to come
to the decision was unbelievable. As
quoted in The Westfield Leader, “$86
to taxpayers would be of little relief,”
so why do it. I guess it’s better to
offset student-activity fees for a small
portion of the community instead of
giving everyone a break. Or maybe
we should spend it on “transition
professionals” (whatever that is),
custodians or supplies. Another ex-
cuse that was used was “we gave
money back to the taxpayer before
and got no credit for it.” Wow, how
can you argue with that logic?

To compound the poor decision
even further, all of the money is being
spent in 2011-2012. Now that’s a
great plan. New Jersey is in such
great shape that we can count on full
funding for the “out” years. Who
knows what the school funding for-
mula will be for the next several
years. Forget about the future – spend
it NOW, we’ll keep increasing the
school budget and property taxes. I
guess by raising the school budget by
a small percentage each year, no one
will notice.

The BOE is a representative body
with responsibility to the community
at-large; they are stewards not only of
our tax dollars, but of our trust. With
its decision the BOE has squandered
an opportunity to recast itself as fis-
cally prudent and worthy of that trust.

Tony DelDuca
Westfield

Nearly everybody is talking about
the future of Rupert Murdoch, Presi-
dent Obama, Sarah Palin, Michele
Bachmann, Mitt Romney and Britney
Spears, among other well-known
people.

Who is talking about the
10,000,000-plus people in Somalia,
Kenya, Ethiopia and Djibouti in Horn
of Africa who are suffering from the
worst drought in 60 years? The United
Nations, which has just declared fam-
ine in parts of Somalia, reported that
tens of thousands of Somalis have
died from the famine.

How nice to wonder whether Mr.
Murdoch will survive the phone hack-
ing scandal or whether Casey An-
thony was really guilty of killing her
young daughter or whether Governor
Christie will be persuaded to run for

President or whether…
But that more than 30 percent of

the children in the famine areas suf-
fer from the acute malnutrition, which
kills two children per ten thousand, is
so less important to the news media
and to the public.

Fran Equizza, a regional director at
Oxfam, one of the world’s largest aid
organizations, said, “There has been
a catastrophic breakdown of the
world’s collective responsibility.”

Apparently, famine and death do
not hold a candle to such “important
news” as Derek Jeter hitting his
3,000th ball or so and so winning on
“American Idol” and “Dancing with
the Stars.”

Where is our humanity?
Stephen Schoeman

Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Triddler – A species of sandpiper
2. Pistareen – Concerned with petty

affairs
3. Lallation – Imperfect pronunciation

of the letter “R” making it sound like “L”
4. Miniate – To paint with red lead

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SAGENE
1. Wise; intelligent
2. A fish net
3. Refined; reserved
4. Of or like an arrow or arrowhead

ASTRAGALUS
1. Faulty secretion by the sebaceous

glands
2. The anklebone
3. The act of binding fast, or confining
4. Relating to the genesis or evolution

of the stars
DEXIOTROPIC

1. Having whorls that rise to the apex
in counterclockwise spirals

2. Readiness of mind in managing op-
erations; mental adroitness

3. Turning or turned to the right
4. Pertaining to the east coast of a

country, continent or large island
PERKIN

1. A kind of weak cider
2. A closely woven cotton cloth, used

for sheets
3. The common European partridge
4. An expert; specifically, a skilled

theologian used as a consultant

It’s Time to Cut Up Nation’s Credit
Cards and Start Reducing Our Debt
I am getting tired of President

Obama and Speaker Boehner fight-
ing over spending and increasing the
national debt. They remind me of an
8-year-old-boy who came home with
a black eye. His mother asked what
happened, the boy replied, “It all
started when he hit me back.” It is
time for both Democrats and Repub-
licans to stop acting like a bunch of
kids and remember they hold the
American peoples future in their

hands.
 It is time to cut up the nation’s

credit cards and begin living within
our means. It can’t be done over-
night, but it is time to start. Reduce
the current deficit amount by 5 per-
cent a year, “no exceptions” and
“every” budget item by 3 percent a
year while limiting all federal salary
and benefit increases to the same
amount as the cost of living increase
for Social Security. It is time to lead
by example and stop posturing for
the best position for the November
2012 elections.

Tom Lienhard
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

County Should Seek Professional,
Not Political-Minded Manager

Decades of Energy and Economic
Opportunity in Our Backyard

Now that George Devanney has announced he is
retiring as county manager as of August 1, the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders has an oppor-
tunity to take the time and interview qualified candi-
dates for this key management post, as opposed to
ramming through a candidate with political ties.

Given that this person is in charge of a nearly $500-
million budget and a workforce of 2,800, in our
opinion, this position needs to be publicly advertised
and not done behind closed doors, as was the case
with the hiring of new finance director Bibi Taylor
upon the retirement of Lawrence Caroselli.

The last three managers – Mr. Devanney, Michael
Lapolla and Ann Baran – were all county employees
prior to being named manager. Ms. Baran was direc-
tor of human services prior to her being named
manager in 1990. Although a Democratic board
promoted her to manager, a Republican majority
board opted to keep her in place a few years later. A
former Democratic freeholder in the 1980s, Mr.
Lapolla was first assistant prosecutor when he was
named manager in 1997. Mr. Devanney, the nephew
of Democratic state Senator Ray Lesniak, was hired
to head a newly-created economic development de-
partment at the county in 1997 prior to his ascension
to manager in 2002.

Ms. Baran is the type of individual, we believe,
best suited to be manager. She was apolitical and had
strong management skills. While she tried to run the
county like a business by keeping spending and taxes
under control, her long career in human services
taught her that the county’s programs for the poor,
disabled and seniors were a key part of what govern-
ment is all about. She is the only woman to hold the
office to date.

Under Mr. Lapolla’s leadership, the percentage of

taxes as it relates to total spending fell below 50
percent; it has risen today to close to 60 percent of
total county revenues.

In our opinion, it is critical that the next manager
not only understands the workings of county govern-
ment, but also how the tax structure works and
impacts residents in all 21 municipalities, not just
the cities.

Freeholder Vice-Chairman Al Mirabella has said
the board intends to look within its ranks to fill the
manager vacancy. If that is true, we encourage the
board to interview several candidates and not rush
through this process. While there are eight depart-
ment directors and a host of division heads in the
county government structure, in our view, there are
only a few that have qualifications for county man-
ager.

We sincerely hope the next manager does not have
any political ties to either the Democratic or Repub-
lican Parties and, instead, focuses on keeping spend-
ing and taxes under control while maintaining the
vital programs county residents look for, such as
Runnells Specialized Hospital, Paratransit and so-
cial services.

With Mr. Devanney and Deputy County Manager
Elizabeth Genievich both leaving (Ms. Genievich is
retiring effective February 2012), the structure of
county management will change.

We strongly encourage the board to keep the
public, including mayors and council members
countywide, fully involved in this process, by an-
nouncing the list of qualifications for this job before
beginning the interview process. The last two man-
agers were announced after the fact, with little to no
outside input.

Hopefully, that process changes this time around.

Why are New Jersey lawmakers opposed to hy-
draulic fracturing for producing natural gas, devel-
oping real opportunities for energy independence
while creating jobs? Why are they even involved?

New Jersey lawmakers last month overwhelm-
ingly passed legislation that would ban the practice
of hydraulic fracturing, whereby millions of gallons
of water and sand are blasted underground to break
apart rock to release natural gas.

According to Delaware River Water Basin Com-
mission, the bulk of the drilling is occurring in
northeastern Pennsylvania and southern New York
and is targeting natural gas in the Marcellus shale
formation.

The initial well in the Utica formation in Pennsyl-
vania is said to have produced 4.4 million cubic feet
of natural gas a day this past February. To date, 2,864
wells in Pennsylvania have been drilled in the
Marcellus shale since 2008. “Marcellus may hold
490 trillion cubic feet of gas, enough to heat U.S.
homes and power electric plants for two decades,”
according to a Bloomberg News report.

If Governor Chris Christie signs the legislation,
New Jersey would become the first state in the nation
to ban the practice. New Jersey’s legislation (S-
2576) defines fracking as a “drilling technique of
expanding existing fractures or creating new frac-
tures in rock by injecting water, often with chemi-
cals, sand, or other substances, and often under
pressure, into or underneath the surface of the rock
for purposes including, but not necessarily limited
to, well drilling and natural gas exploration and
production.” The bill’s cites a June 2010 incident of
an uncontrolled release of many gallons of contami-
nated water and natural gas from a hydraulic fractur-
ing drill site in Clearfield County, Pa.

The fracking ban has been supported by our local
lawmakers, Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (both R-21, Westfield), in state-
ments to this newspaper (see page 3, July 14, 2011)
as well as Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22,
Scotch Plains), who is one of the co-sponsors on the
legislation.

The concern in New Jersey is that drilling along the
Delaware River could harm the drinking water sup-
ply this watershed produces for 15 million people
living in New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and
Delaware. The Delaware River Basin Commission
(DRSC), the agency, which manages the watershed,
is developing guidelines on fracking. The Delaware

produces a quarter of New Jersey’s drinking water.
The DRSC has drafted regulations it says are

aimed at protecting “the water resources of the
Delaware River Basin during the construction and
operation of natural gas development projects.” “The
draft regulations establish requirements to prevent,
reduce, or mitigate depletion and degradation of
surface and groundwater resources,” the DRSC said.

“New horizontal drilling and extraction methods,
coupled with higher energy costs, have given energy
companies reason to take a new interest in mining
the natural gas deposits within the Marcellus Shale,”
according to the DRSC.

Pennsylvania is looking to become one of the top
producers of natural gas through fracking while in
New York former Governor David Paterson placed a
temporary moratorium on fracking after initially
vetoing legislation that called for a ban of the prac-
tice.

The New Jersey Department of Protection (DEP)
is closely monitoring DRSC to ensure that the qual-
ity of the Delaware’s drinking water remains intact.

Why New Jersey lawmakers are getting into this
discussion is a mystery as the Garden State does not
produce any natural gas. The regulating agency here
is the DRSC, not legislatures from the four-state
basin. The DRSC with input from the DEP is respon-
sible for producing the necessary safeguards to main-
tain the quality of our drinking water.

At a time when the United States is looking to
become energy independent, fracking seems to be a
major step in the right direction. It will also produce
jobs throughout the region during a time of high
unemployment and struggling economies.

Shouldn’t New Jersey look to the benefits from
fracking and invest in its correct implementation —
rather than unilaterally opposing this key source of
energy that is made right here in America — and in
neighboring states nonetheless?

Spending tax dollars here while creating Ameri-
can jobs is preferable to propping up losing solar
energy programs that buy equipment made in
China.

By the way, how do you turn off solar panels on an
office building should a fire occur? National fire
safety experts and firefighters don’t have an answer.
We favor solar panels if economic, if done correctly,
and if made in America. Along with that, we favor
investing in our own energy engineering and eco-
nomic infrastructure.

See more letters on page 5


