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FLOWING FREELY…The process of removing Calco Dam in Bridgewater, the
first of three dams being removed, started this week. That project, being carried
out and financed by the El Paso Corporation under the terms of an agreement
secured earlier this year by the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP),
should be done in two weeks. The project will open up a large segment of the
Raritan River for fish spawning.

Work Begins on Removal of
Three Raritan River Dams

TRENTON - The removal of the
first of three dams from the Raritan
River in Somerset County that will
open up a 10-mile stretch of the middle
and upper portions of the river to fish
migration for the first time in more
than a century has begun, New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) Commissioner Bob
Martin said.

The project is being carried out and
financed by the El Paso Corp. under
the terms of an agreement secured
earlier this year by the DEP that will
open up a large segment of the Raritan
River for fish spawning. This is com-
pensation to the public for harm to
natural resources caused by past pol-
lution at a refinery and three polymer
plants that were operated by or affili-
ated with the El Paso Corp.

The first of the dams being re-
moved starting this week is the Calco
Dam in Bridgewater. That project
should be done in two weeks, and
removal of all three dams is expected
to be completed by the fall.

“This is part of a continuing effort
by the [Governor Chris] Christie Ad-
ministration to protect and improve
the quality of waters in New Jersey,
and includes a DEP focus on water
quality issues regarding the Raritan
River,’’ Commissioner Martin said.
“The removal work getting underway
this week will result in a significant
environmental improvement to the
Raritan River, making this a valuable
habitat for fish spawning, improving
overall environmental conditions in
the river system, and expanding recre-
ational opportunities.”

“Removing these dams will make
it easier for kayakers and canoeists to
use this river, and for outdoors enthu-
siasts to enjoy a river that is undergo-
ing a steady ecological comeback,’’
added Amy Cradic, assistant com-
missioner for natural and historic re-
sources. “This is a major win for the
environment, allowing the reopening
of these spawning areas which will
help restore balance to the estuary.”

Dam removal will open up 10 miles
of migratory fish habitat along a
stretch of the Raritan that twists
through a highly diverse residential,
commercial and agricultural portion
of Somerset County that includes
Bridgewater, Bound Brook,
Somerville and Manville. It also will
open up about 17 miles of tributaries,
including the Millstone River, to
spawning. None of the dams were
built for flood control.

The dams to be removed are: Calco
Dam, located at river mile 20.9 and
built by the Calco Chemical Co. in
1938 to disperse chemicals from its
facility. The dam is essentially a large
concrete pipe spanning the river that

today carries and disperses wastewa-
ter into the river for the Somerset
Raritan Valley Sewerage Authority.
The authority has constructed a new
outfall that will be operational shortly.

 The Nevius Street Dam, located at
river mile 27 and constructed of rocks
and mortar in 1901 for aesthetic pur-
poses and later retrofitted to provide
water to ponds on the Duke estate.
The DEP and El Paso are working on
a plan to ensure the river continues to
feed water to these ponds after the
dam is removed.

The Robert Street Dam is a six-and-
a-half-foot-high sheet piling and con-
crete dam located at river mile 27.9
and constructed prior to 1930 for pur-
poses that are not known today.

Species to benefit most from the
removal of the dams are American
shad, American eel, herring, and
striped bass, which once migrated in
prodigious numbers through the grav-
elly shallows of the Upper Raritan.
Better water flow also will improve
flushing of sediments, reduce nutri-
ent loadings and improve conditions
for tiny aquatic organisms that are
critical to the food web in the river
system, according to DEP officials.

The settlement with El Paso re-
solved Natural Resource Damage
claims made by the DEP against the
Houston-based company that
stemmed from contamination at
EPEC Polymers Inc. in Flemington,
Hunterdon County; Nuodex Inc. in
Woodbridge, Middlesex County;
EPEC Polymers Inc. in Burlington
City, Burlington County; and the
Eagle Point Refinery in West
Deptford, Gloucester County. Inves-
tigations and/or cleanups are under
way at those sites.

The DEP uses funds secured from
Natural Resource Damage settle-
ments toward ecological restoration
projects, typically in the same water-
shed or general area where resource
damages occur.

For a copy of the settlement agree-
ment, visit www.nj.gov/dep/docs/
elpaso-nrd-settlement.pdf. For more
information on the DEP’s Office of
Natural Resource Restoration, visit
www.nj.gov/dep/nrr/.

732.499.6343  rwjuhr.com

Better living is just ahead. 

Want to return to active, 
pain-free living?
Look to the Joint Center at RWJ Rahway for expert care. 

Get back in the action, with 

the help of a dedicated team 

working with you every step 

of the way, from inpatient 

stay to outpatient therapy. 

Our program is among the 

nation’s fi nest; in fact, 91% of 

our patients go home within 

three days of their surgery.

GET BETTER.
STAY BETTER.

Joint Replacement
Center

The

CHECK OUR WEBSITE AT

WWW.ADVANCEDPT.INFO

ACCENT ON HANDS

WESTFIELD

CRANFORD

LEFT TO RIGHT:  Linda Bernot, PT, Betty Maloney, CMM, CPC,
Annette Krell, MS, OTR, CHT, Timothy O’Kay, PT, OCS,
David Van Brunt, PT, CHT.

Together we seek to provide
our community with the most
comprehensive and professional
Certified Hand Therapy, Physical
Therapy and Occupational Therapy 
services available.

210 NORTH AVENUE EAST
CRANFORD, NJ 07016

908-276-0237

525 CENTRAL AVENUE, SUITE A
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

908-654-4252

And

TWO Locations...ONE Goal!

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

Two River Bank Reports Earnings
MIDDLETOWN — Community Part-

ners Bancorp, the parent company of
Two River Community Bank Monday
announced results for the quarter ended
June 30, 2011.

For the quarter ended June 30, 2011,
the Company reported net income avail-
able to common shareholders of $935,000,
or $0.12 per diluted share, compared to
$695,000, or $0.09 per diluted share, for
the same period in 2010, an increase of
$240,000, or 34.5 percent. On a linked
quarter basis, second quarter 2011 net
income available to common sharehold-
ers increased $155,000, or 19.9 percent,
from first quarter 2011 results. All share
and per share data for all referenced re-
porting periods have been adjusted for
the 5 percent stock dividend paid on
October 22, 2010 to shareholders of record
as of September 24, 2010.

For the six months ended June 30,
2011, the company reported net income
available to common shareholders of $1.7
million, or $0.22 per diluted share, an
increase of $530,000, or 44.7 percent,
over the $1.2 million, or $0.16 per diluted
share, reported for the same period in
2010.

Total assets as of June 30, 2011 were
$676.8 million, compared with $636.8
million at December 31, 2010. Total loans
at June 30, 2011 were $520.4 million,
compared with $513.0 million at Decem-
ber 31, 2010, and total deposits at June
30, 2011 were $561.0 million, compared
with $524.5 million at December 31,
2010.

William Moss, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer stated, “We continue to be
pleased with the earnings momentum we
have achieved so far this year but remain
cautiously optimistic for the second half
of 2011 in this challenging economy. Our
focus on relationship building is evi-

denced in our strong quarterly growth in
core checking accounts. Loans, even
though relatively unchanged from March
31, 2011, are up $7.4 million, or 1.5
percent from year-end 2010. Our SBA
loan program has proven to be successful
and now provides an additional means by
which we can meet the borrowing needs
of customers in our marketplace. Also,
we liquidated three OREO properties to-
taling $895,000 for a pre-tax net gain of
$305,000 during the quarter. The recov-
ery realized on the sale of these properties
reflects our credit culture and conserva-
tive underwriting standards.”

The company maintained capital ra-
tios in the second quarter of 2011 that
were in excess of regulatory standards for
well-capitalized institutions. At June 30,
2011, Community Partners Bancorp’s
Tier 1 capital to average assets ratio was
9.76 percent, Tier 1 capital to risk-
weighted assets ratio was 11.44 percent
and total capital to risk-weighted assets
ratio was 12.67 percent. These ratios con-
tinued to improve compared to the
company’s capital ratios at December 31,
2010.

Did  You Know?
Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s

administration last month posted the
salaries of all city employees totaling
$2.5 billion to a public website, ac-
cording to ABC News. Twenty-four
hundred of Chicago’s 34,219 workers
make $100,000 or more annually. At
$260,000, Superintendent of Police
Gary McCarthy is the highest paid
employee followed by Mayor Emanuel
at $216,210 and  Fire Commissioner
Robert Hoff at $202,728.

Kean Calls for
Education Bills

WESTFIELD — Senate Minority
Leader and Education Committee mem-
ber Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) has
called on Senate leadership to allow de-
bate and votes on legislation to increse
accountability and innovation in New
Jersey public schools.

“Proper funding of education for every
school district in New Jersey is impor-
tant, but funding alone doesn’t get results
for our children,” Sen. Kean said.

“If money alone were the answer, New
Jersey’s inner cities would have the high-
est graduation rates, test scores, and edu-
cational outcomes of any district in
America because they spend more per
student than almost anywhere in the na-
tion. Innovation and accountability, cur-
rently lacking in our public school sys-
tem, is key to making every dollar we
spend on education work better for stu-
dents in every school district, regardless
of economic status.”

10th Annual Downtown Westfield
5K Run and Pizza Extravaganza

WESTFIELD - Downtown
Westfield Corporation held the 10th
Annual Downtown Westfield 5K
and Pizza Extravaganza on July 20.
Despite the heat, almost 2,500 run-
ners participated as thousands of
spectators cheered them on. It drew
people from over 240 towns in the
State of New Jersey and as far away
as New Mexico, Colorado and Cali-
fornia.

Many runners, personnel, sponsors,
volunteers and residents supported the
event. Awards were given out to the
top male and female finishers in each
five-year age group (10 and under to
80 and over) and to the overall top
finishers. First place this year went to
DJ Thornton, 19, of Rahway and a
sales associate of The Running Com-
pany of Westfield, with a finish time
of 15:51.

The Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) thanks the following busi-
nesses and organizations for sponsor-
ing this year’s race: Trinitas Regional
Medical Center, Stop & Shop, Hori-
zon Blue Cross Blue Shield, Overlook
Medical Center, Wells Fargo Advi-
sors, Shop-Rite of Garwood, The Al-
ternative Press.com, Drew& Rogers,
Castle Bootery, Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group, UBS Financial Ser-
vices, Jag Physical Therapy, Elegant
Homes by Ralph Rapuano, PSE&G,
State Farm Insurance Christine
Consenza Agency, Capital One, Tho-
mas Burns, DMD and Creative Dental
Care.

Mark Zenobia and staff of On Your
Mark Productions  directed the event.
Approximately 100 volunteers, or-
ganized by Meg Mehorter, contrib-
uted their time on race day. Also
assisting were DWC staff Sherry

Cronin, Beth Brenner, Jamie
Lemberg, Courtney Nemec, and Sa-
rah Hoffman as well as the Westfield
Area Y, Westfield Girl Scout Coun-
cil,  Westfield Jaycees, Town of
Westfield, the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment, the Westfield Department of
Public Works, the Westfield Police
Department, and the Westfield Res-
cue Squad. The Michael Craig Band
entertained everyone at the post-race
gathering on Quimby Street, D.J.
Night Moves provided the music and
sound system, and Ferraro’s,
Cosimo’s and Casa di Pizza made
650 pizzas at a discounted rate.

In addition, the following busi-
nesses and organizations provided
prizes: Aerosoles, Alan’s Orchard,
Ana Beall’s Tea Room, Bovella’s
Pastry Shoppe, Casa di Pizza,
Cosimo’s Restaurant and Pizzeria,
Digiplex Destinations/Rialto, The
Farmhouse Store, HomeMade Pizza
Co., Learning Express Toys of
Westfield, Limani Seafood Grill,
Rita’s of Westfield, Rockn’ Joe Cof-
feehouse and Bistro, Sole Fine Ital-
ian Shoes, Staples, Tamar Jewelry,
The Running Company, The Town
Book Store, Trader Joe’s, Westfield
Fitness Studio, and Xocolatz.

For the latest happenings, see
www.WestfieldToday.com.

Household Hazardous
Waste Collection 8/6
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Saturday, Au-

gust 6, Union County residents can get rid
of household chemicals, fireworks, am-
munition, mercury thermostats, pro-
pane tanks, and car tires in an environ-
mentally safe manner. The collection will
take place from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
parking lot at the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools, located at 1776
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains. Pre-regis-
tration is not required.

A complete list of materials that will be
accepted on August 6 is available at
www.ucnj.org/recycle. For information
about fireworks and ammunition, please
call the Union County Police at (908)
654-9800.

The household hazardous waste col-
lection will be held rain or shine. Proof of
Union County residency is required. For
more information,  call the Recycling
Hotline at (908) 654-9889.


