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Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CANINE SERENADE...This pooch doesn’t seem to mind the heat and is all smiles as he enjoys the entertainment at the Scotch
Plains Village Green Concert Series held July 21, which included Amazing Dave and the Jazz Lobsters.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HEAT WAVE...Participants in the 10th Annual Downtown Westfield 5K & Pizza
Extravaganza held July 20 were subject to extreme weather conditions as the
thermometer hung in the mid 90s well into the night.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JERSEY FRESH...The fresh-from-the-farm produce offered at the Scotch Plains
Farmers’ Marketplace, including this corn on the cob, is a big hit with shoppers.
The farmers’ market will be held in the Scotch Plains Municipal Building parking
lot on Saturdays until the fall.

Baseball is Out at Union Catholic
Pending Lawsuit Outcome

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Baseball is
effectively shut down at Union Catho-
lic High School for the foreseeable
future due to a court injunction ob-
tained by attorney Marc Rogoff on
behalf of Dutch Lane residents Sachin
and Rajul Shah, whose home backs up
to the baseball field.

State Superior Court Judge John
Malone signed the order in June pre-
venting all baseball from being played,
or practiced, on the school’s million-
dollar turf field. In July, Judge Malone
revised the order, allowing batting prac-
tice to take place in an enclosed bullpen
and for infield practice, where coaches
could only hit ground balls to players.

In their lawsuit, the Shahs allege
that field renovations moved the base-
ball diamond closer to their property
and now fly balls endanger their safety.
They also allege the value of their
home has been decreased and the
school is interfering with the “quiet
enjoyment” of their property.

Mr. Rogoff told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that there is a separate
lawsuit against the Township of Scotch

Plains and the planning board, which
could nullify the proceedings that led
to the construction of the turf field.
According to Mr. Rogoff, the applica-
tion for construction was heard by the
planning board, but should have been
heard by the zoning board due to the
school’s zoning as a conditional use in
a residential neighborhood, and that
the field is located 15 feet from the
property line while there is a required
100-foot setback.

Judge Karen Cassidy, assignment
judge for the Union County bench,
rejected Mr. Rogoff’s initial suit, say-
ing that he filed beyond the required
time frame. He is appealing that deci-
sion.

Mr. Rogoff told The Times that a fly
ball missed the Shahs’ 2-year-old by
two feet while he was playing on their
back deck. He also said that with bat-
ting practice occurring most of the
day, and players using metal bats, “It’s
like having a gong go off in your
head.”

Attorney William Butler, who rep-
resents Union Catholic, told The Times
that the Shahs take fewer foul balls
than other neighbors and that their
claims are “exaggerated.”

He said that the school is currently
putting plans together to construct a
“horizontal foul ball netting system”

which would contain all balls to the
field. Mr. Butler said he expects that
the Shahs will object to the netting
system when the application is heard
before the Scotch Plains Zoning Board
of Adjustment, as they want to “hurt
Union Catholic as much as possible.”

Mr. Butler, who lives in the neigh-
borhood that abuts the school, also
told The Times that as neighbors have
put in pools and decks, much of the
forested area that created a natural
buffer between the neighbors and
school has been removed. He said that
baseball has been played there since
1962 and the Shahs have lived there
since approximately 2000.

Mr. Butler said he intends to pro-
vide the court with expert reports stat-
ing that the installation of the turf field
resulted in greater protection to the
neighborhood.

A case management conference is
scheduled before Judge Malone on
Friday, September 23, to continue
hearing the nuisance and negligence
lawsuit. Should the Shahs prevail in
both of their pending matters, they are
seeking for Union Catholic to com-
pensate them for damages and attor-
ney fees. Another implication of the
lawsuit, currently in the appeals pro-
cess, could require Union Catholic to
reconstruct the field.

BOE Hires New Human Resources
Mgr., SP-F HS Assistant Principal

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion held a special meeting on July
20 at the board offices at Evergreen
School to fill vacant positions for
the 2011-2012 school year.

During a closed session, the BOE
interviewed and hired Deborah
Belfield as director of human re-
sources for the district, at a salary of
$132,000. Ms. Belfield was previ-
ously employed in the Asbury Park
school district. She will replace
Veronica Geyer, who is leaving the

district after serving two years in the
post.

The BOE also hired Brooke
Kaska-Esposito as vice-principal at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. She comes from the Sparta
district, where she served for years,
and will replace Ed Braun. Mr. Braun
had been in the district for nine
years.

The board approved the resigna-
tion of Brad Seigel, supervisor of
the district’s social studies curricu-
lum, who will leave effective Au-
gust 28 after having served six years
in the district. He will join the North-

ern Highlands Regional School
District in Allendale. The BOE also
approved the resignations of Gwyn
Miller, a fourth-grade teacher at
Brunner Elementary School, and
of John Scholz, head varsity wres-
tling coach, and Dan Valentine,
senior class advisor, both at the
high school.

The BOE approved the follow-
ing appointments for the 2011-2012
school year: Kathleen Gaston,
mathematics teacher at Terrill
Middle School, at a salary of
$53,111; Jamie Kaye, fifth-grade
teacher at Park Middle School, at a
salary of $53,111, replacing
Adrienne Stack; Dawn Resnick, as
a chemistry teacher at the high
school, at a salary of $64,634, re-
placing Elizabeth Vroom; Jan
Allen, as a repertory theater advi-
sor at the high school, at a salary of
$3,483, as a replacement for Laurie
Wellman; Steve Ciccotelli, sum-
mer weight trainer at the high
school, at the salary of $2,858, and
Dan Valentine, as National Honor
Society advisor at the high school,
at a salary of $2,903.

Claudina Ramirez was hired as a
custodian at Brunner School, at a
salary of $32,000.

Ericka Zaleski, a mathematics
teacher at Terrill Middle School,
was transferred to the high school,
replacing John Veninger. The BOE
approved leaves of absence for
Meghan Assuncao, a first-grade
teacher at School One, from Sep-
tember 1 to October 4, as a paid
maternity disability leave, and also
the remainder of the month as an
unpaid family leave, and for Caitlin
Mahony, a second-grade teacher at
School One, who was approved for
an unpaid personal leave from Au-
gust 1, 2011 to June 30, 2013.

The BOE corrected the date of
the resignation of Business Ad-
ministrator/Board Secretary An-
thony Del Sordi from November 1
to October 31 of this year.

In other business, Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Hayes
said that “the additional money,
$770,351, in state aid will not be
included in this year’s budget, and
will not affect the local tax levy.”
The BOE tried to call a meeting to
discuss the money last week but
could not get a quorum. The BOE
will meet again on Thursday, Au-
gust 25. The additional aid is part
of $600 million in additional school
aid from the state, $150 million of
which has been dedicated to subur-
ban districts.

Sup. Court Working Around
Union County Vacancies

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – With four vacan-
cies currently on the State Superior
Court, Union County bench, Gover-
nor Chris Christie has nominated
area residents to fill three of those
vacancies. The mandatory retire-
ment age for state judges is 70. In
the next 10 years, at least half of the
current judges will be required to
retire.

In the Civil Division William L’E.
Wertheimer, 69, will reach manda-
tory retirement age next year; his
colleague, Kenneth Grispin, 63, will
retire in 2018.

The Family Division can expect
the retirements by 2021 of Kathryn
Brock, 64, in 2017; Katherine
Dupuis, 61, in 2021; James Hely,
61, in 2021; David Issenman, 65, in
2016, and Thomas J. Walsh, 62, if
re-appointed in 2017, will retire in
2019.

Criminal Division Presiding Judge
Joseph P. Donohue, 60, will retire in
2021.

The remaining judges are, in the
Civil Division, Lisa Chrystal, 55,
William Daniel, 55, and Frederic

Kessler, 58, who was just re-appointed,
and is now tenured.

In the Family Division, Roberto
Alcazar, 59, Robert Kirsch, 44, a
former Federal Judge, and Frederic
McDaniel, 59, remain.

The Criminal Division still has Hon.
Robert Mega, 45, Scott Moynihan, 54,
and Stuart Peim, 59.

The governor’s selections are Mark
Ciarrocca, a former Westfield Repub-
lican councilman, who resigned that
post after being confirmed by the state
Senate Judiciary Committee; Regina
Caulfield, Union County executive
assistant prosecutor of Berkeley
Heights, who also was confirmed, and
Kathi Fiamingo, Republican mayor of
Kenilworth. Mr. Ciarrocca will take
his seat on the court on Tuesday, Au-
gust 2. Ms. Caulfield is expected to
take the oath in the fall.

Mr. Ciarrocca is a graduate of Vir-
ginia Military Institute and Washing-
ton and Lee University School of Law.
He has been a partner at Ciarrocca and
Ciarrocca in Union since 1986. His
expertise lies in insurance, litigation
and real estate. He also worked as a
public defender in Clark and Westfield.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

UC Looks to Red-Light
Cameras to Nab Violators

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Freeholders last Thursday
considered a $150,000 contract for a
county-wide study to evaluate the
best locations to place red-light cam-
eras at intersections.

The cameras are installed on the
top of traffic lights at strategic loca-
tions by towns to record violations at
the intersections. Joseph Graziano,
director of engineering, public works
and facilities, said the purpose of the
study is to produce data that shows
the best intersections to install cam-
eras, which shows motorists running
red lights.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
although only municipalities can in-
stall the red-light cameras, the county
could pay a portion of the costs.

Former state transportation com-
missioner Kris Kolluri, the county’s
traffic consultant, said the study
would include an analysis of 25 inter-
sections.

Mr. Graziano said the data and

analysis would then be shared with
municipalities, noting that the cam-
eras would create another source of
revenue for towns through the issu-
ance of fines to drivers caught run-
ning red lights and committing re-
lated violations.

“I know it is admirable to say that
the revenue attached to it is attractive,
but I think you have an affirmative
obligation at the county to see how
you can [look at] the intersections
from a safety standpoint, especially
those intersections that intersect
county roads,” Mr. Kolluri said.

Freeholder Angel Estrada ques-
tioned why the county was initiating
such a study. “I was just wondering if
we are putting the cart before the
horse because the municipalities, who
I know are very interested overall [in
red-light cameras]…will most likely
do the preliminary [studies],” Mr.
Estrada said. “I know that we share in
the cost of the maintenance and the
pieces associated with [the cameras.]
I just did not know we would be
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GAME DELAY...A lawsuit filed by Scotch Plains residents Sachin and Rajul
Shah against Union Catholic High School over a baseball field has temporarily
put a stop to use of the new turf field. According to a former coach at the school,
the Shahs removed a section of trees in order to install a pool, leaving their home
exposed to foul balls, the issue at the heart of the dispute.
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