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Sup. Court Working Around
Union County Vacancies

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WE’RE GETTING THE BAND BACK TOGETHER…Blues Brothers, Sigma Pi
(Lock Haven University, Pa.) fraternity brothers of Leader/Times Sports Editor
Dave Corbin, Dan McIlroy (lead guitar and vocals), Paul Heller (bass guitar) and
Mike Simpson (keyboards) of a rock group once known as The Dayze, perform
at a reunion in Centre Hall, Pa. on July 23.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
POLITICAL PARTY…Westfield First Ward Councilman Frank Arena, right,
poses with Mayor Andy Skibitsky at the Arena for Council Campaign Kickoff
Party held Monday night at Ferraro’s South.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – With four vacancies
currently on the State Superior Court,
Union County bench, Governor Chris
Christie has nominated area residents
to fill three of those vacancies. The
mandatory retirement age for state
judges is 70. In the next 10 years, at
least half of the current judges will be
required to retire.

In the Civil Division William L’E.
Wertheimer, 69, will reach mandatory
retirement age next year; his colleague,
Kenneth Grispin, 63, will retire in 2018.

The Family Division can expect the
retirements by 2021 of Kathryn Brock,
64, in 2017; Katherine Dupuis, 61, in
2021; James Hely, 61, in 2021; David
Issenman, 65, in 2016, and Thomas J.
Walsh, 62, if re-appointed in 2017, will
retire in 2019.

Criminal Division Presiding Judge
Joseph P. Donohue, 60, will retire in
2021.

The remaining judges are, in the Civil
Division, Lisa Chrystal, 55, William
Daniel, 55, and Frederic Kessler, 58,
who was just re-appointed, and is now
tenured.

In the Family Division, Roberto
Alcazar, 59, Robert Kirsch, 44, a former
Federal Judge, and Frederic McDaniel,
59, remain.

The Criminal Division still has Hon.
Robert Mega, 45, Scott Moynihan, 54,
and Stuart Peim, 59.

The governor’s selections are Mark
Ciarrocca, a former Westfield Republi-
can councilman, who resigned that post
after being confirmed by the state Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee; Regina
Caulfield, Union County executive as-
sistant prosecutor of Berkeley Heights,
who also was confirmed, and Kathi
Fiamingo, Republican mayor of
Kenilworth. Mr. Ciarrocca will take his
seat on the court on Tuesday, August 2.
Ms. Caulfield is expected to take the
oath in the fall.

Mr. Ciarrocca is a graduate of Vir-
ginia Military Institute and Washing-
ton and Lee University School of Law.
He has been a partner at Ciarrocca and
Ciarrocca in Union since 1986. His
expertise lies in insurance, litigation
and real estate. He also worked as a
public defender in Clark and Westfield.
He served in the Army Reserve from
1986 to 1994 and has been active in
Westfield civic affairs for many years.
Mr. Ciarrocca served on the board of
directors of the Westfield Area “Y” and
volunteered as a coach for PAL football
and the Westfield Baseball League, as
well as Westfield wrestling.

Ms. Caulfield is a 1980 graduate of
Seton Hall University, and graduated
Seton Hall Law School, Newark, in
1983. She served as a judicial law clerk
to Judge Charles Villanueva, Law Di-
vision, Criminal Part, from 1983 to
1984. Ms. Caulfield has worked in the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office since
1984, where as trial supervisor (2002-
2010), she supervised a staff of over 30
assistant prosecutors focusing on child
homicide and domestic violence cases,
amongst others. She is a trustee of the
Union County Bar Association and ac-
tive in many statewide professional or-
ganizations.

Mayor Fiamingo is a 1976 graduate
of Seton Hall University, South Or-

ange, and a 1979 cum laude graduate of
Seton Hall Law School. She also earned
a Master’s of Taxation Law degree from
New York University. She began her
career as an associate with Kane &
Fiamingo. She had her own practice
from 1989 to 1992 before becoming a
partner in the Morristown firm of
Iaciafano, Fiamingo & Perrone in 1992.
She specializes in estate planning, ad-
ministration and probate matters, as
well as commercial real estate.

Ms. Fiamingo has been the vice-
chairwoman of the Union County Re-
publican Party since 2004. She also
served as chairwoman of the Kenilworth
GOP Municipal Committee from 2002
to 2004. Elected to the Kenilworth
Board of Education, she served from
1995 to 1999. She was appointed to the
Union County Educational Services
Commission in 1998 and served one
year. She has been the mayor of
Kenilworth since 2008, previously serv-
ing on the council in 2008 and from
2001 to 2003.

Although State Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21, Westfield) has signed off on
Ms. Fiamingo, State Senators Nicholas
Scutari (D-22, Linden) and Ray Lesniak
(D-20, Elizabeth) have not.

“The committee won’t be reconvened
until the late fall,” said Chip Stabile,
chief of staff for Sen. Scutari, who
chairs the Senate Judiciary Committee.

Sean Conner, a spokesman for the
governor’s office, said, “Once the gov-
ernor has approved the nomination, it
must go to the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. They conduct the interview and
have final approval.”

Once a nominee is approved, he or
she must sever all ties with law firms
and party affiliations before being sworn
in.

Assignment Judge for the Union
County bench, Karen Cassidy, will as-
sign the new judges to one of three
divisions: civil, family or criminal.

“There are 20 sitting judges now, and
four vacancies (currently filled by re-
tired judges brought back to the bench
and judges from other counties),” Civil
Division Manager Sandy Thaler Gerber
said. “All divisions are backlogged. We
just don’t have the budget. We handled
250 more cases this year than last year.”

“Terri Paul Bottinelli, a newly ap-
proved Bergen County judge, is already
working in Union County, temporarily,
due to our need. Retired judges have
been called in to help out also. If Judge
Cassidy wishes to change a judge from
one division to another, she must get
the approval of the Chief Justice of the
New Jersey Supreme Court, Stuart
Rabiner,” Ms. Gerber explained.

Bernadette Fiore, case manager of
the Criminal Division, said the new
judges will go through a training pe-
riod, which she called “baby judge
school.”

“It is an introduction to the bench.
Thirty-five hours of courtroom obser-
vance and instruction by experienced
judges, which is followed by a period of
mentoring, which will give them a
strong foundation to begin their new
assignment,” she said.

The new judges will earn $165,000 a
year. After seven years on the bench, a
judge must be reappointed by the Gov-
ernor and approved by the Senate, and
if approved, he or she will be tenured.

100 DEGREE HEAT... At a bipartisan event held last Thursday, Democrats,
former Governor Richard Codey and Union County Prosecutor
Ted Romankow play a round of golf against Republicans, Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick. The results: a tie after 18 holes.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
JERSEY FRESH...Shoppers enjoy the fresh-from-the-farm produce offered at
the Westfield Farmers’ Market, held in the south-side train station parking lot on
Saturdays through October.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
GAME DELAY...A lawsuit filed by Scotch Plains residents Sachin and Rajul
Shah against Union Catholic High School over a baseball field has temporarily
put a stop to use of the new turf field. According to a former coach at the school,
the Shahs removed a section of trees in order to install a pool, leaving their home
exposed to foul balls, the issue at the heart of the dispute.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SLICE OF LIFE...Downtown Westfield 5K & Pizza Extravaganza participants cross the finish line in the annual run through the streets of Westfield held July 20.
Runners, who dealt with temperatures that lingered near triple digits all day, were treated to pizza provided by local restaurants at the end of the event.

the construction of the turf field.
According to Mr. Rogoff, the appli-
cation for construction was heard
by the planning board, but should
have been heard by the zoning board
due to the school’s zoning as a con-
ditional use in a residential neigh-
borhood, and that the field is lo-
cated 15 feet from the property line
while there is a required 100-foot
setback.

Judge Karen Cassidy, assignment
judge for the Union County bench,
rejected Mr. Rogoff’s initial suit,
saying that he filed beyond the re-
quired time frame. He is appealing
that decision.

Mr. Rogoff told The Leader that a
fly ball missed the Shahs’ 2-year-
old by two feet while he was play-
ing on their back deck. He also said
that with batting practice occurring
most of the day, and players using
metal bats. “It’s like having a gong
go off in your head.”

Attorney William Butler, who
represents Union Catholic, told The
Leader that the Shahs take fewer
foul balls than other neighbors and
that their claims are “exaggerated.”

He said that the school is cur-
rently putting plans together to con-
struct a “horizontal foul ball net-
ting system” which would contain
all balls to the field. Mr. Butler said

he expects that the Shahs will ob-
ject to the netting system when the
application is heard before the
Scotch Plains Zoning Board of Ad-
justment, as they want to “hurt
Union Catholic as much as pos-
sible.”

Mr. Butler, who lives in the neigh-
borhood that abuts the school, also
told The Times that as neighbors
have put in pools and decks, much
of the forested area that created a
natural buffer between the neigh-
bors and school has been removed.
He said that baseball has been
played there since 1962 and the
Shahs have lived there since ap-
proximately 2000.

Mr. Butler said he intends to pro-
vide the court with expert reports
stating that the installation of the
turf field resulted in greater protec-
tion to the neighborhood.

A case management conference is
scheduled before Judge Malone on
Friday, September 23, to continue
hearing the nuisance and negligence
lawsuit. Should the Shahs prevail in
both of their pending matters, they are
seeking for Union Catholic to com-
pensate them for damages and attor-
ney fees. Another implication of the
lawsuit, currently in the appeals pro-
cess, could require Union Catholic to
reconstruct the field.
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Union Catholic Baseball

released from prison.
Union County, which had appealed

the state’s decision not to offer any
funding this year, was seeking $5
million in reimbursement fees.

“This represents a very small por-
tion of our costs, but I believe this is
better than receiving nothing,” Mr.
Guzzo told the board. County offi-
cials have also said reimbursement
fees for state inmates at the Union
County jail in Elizabeth have shrunk
from $4 million in 2009 to $1 million
this year.

Mr. Guzzo said a resolution also
would be on next week’s agenda to
extend the food service contract with
Aramark Correctional Services, LLC
for another month, at $33,500, for the
county’s Juvenile Detention Center
in Linden. He said his department is
in the process of re-bidding the con-
tract, but the paperwork is not com-
plete.

He said this would be the second
extension on the contract, noting that
Aramark was previously given a
three-month extension by the board
on its contract. Aramark was given a
one-year contract last summer at a
cost of $563,000.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Mr. Ruban.
Saying there was no candidate that

the board “had to move on immedi-
ately,” Mr. Ruban stated the board
would shift its focus to the hiring of a
new CSA.

Regarding the hiring process for a
new CSA, the board discussed the
procedure for interviewing candidates.

Of particular focus was the han-
dling of confidentially concerns, as
several board members stated some
candidates currently might be em-
ployed by other school districts.

As covered in the June 16 edition
of The Leader, an “intense discus-
sion” occurred among board mem-
bers during the board’s June 14 meet-
ing regarding whether Mr. Conroy
was privy to “sensitive information”
that should have been kept confiden-
tial, a claim that Mr. Conroy vehe-
mently denied. It was suggested that
candidates’ names and most recent
employment positions should be re-
dacted for this purpose.

Also discussed was the number of
individuals who would be present
during the interview process. During
the hiring of Deerfield Principal Kim-
berly Richards, members of the board
in the form of the Personnel Commit-
tee were joined by members of the
Mountainside Education Foundation
(MEF) and the Mountainside Parent-
Teacher Association (PTA.) It was
announced that interested members
of both organizations who wish to
participate in the interview process
should contact their respective ad-
ministrators.

Daniel Saragnese, board secretary
and business administrator for the
district, then provided a brief report
on the board’s plan for additional
state monies recently provided to the
district.

According to Mr. Saragnese, the
approximately $144,651 in additional
state aid will be deferred by the dis-
trict for “future tax relief” for either
the 2012-2013 or 2013-2014 school
years, on the “advice from the De-
partment of Ed[ucation].

“I also received notice this week
that the board will be receiving an
additional $15,660 in transportation
aid,” Mr. Saragnese continued. “Since
this is an unanticipated revenue, this
will also be rolled over at year end
and probably…will offset taxes for
2012-2013 as well.”

Mr. Saragnese continued his report
with the most recent statistics on the
subscription-bussing program.

Approximately 250 kindergarten
through eighth-grade students, as well
as 250 high-school students, will uti-
lize district transportation. These
numbers include both subscription-
and mandatory-bussing students.

Due to the reduction of students
using the bussing service, the district
would reduce the number of bussing
“tiers” from three to two, accounting
for a savings of approximately
$52,000.

Potentially offsetting these savings
would be possible payments for addi-
tional crossing guards and/or police
officers to maintain safety.

Ms. Baubles and Mr. Saragnese have
met with, and will continue to meet
with, the Mountainside Police De-
partment to address these concerns.

In addition, Mr. Saragnese stated
that the cost of the subscription ser-
vice would be reduced from $540 to
$475 for the service.

The next BOE meeting open to the
public is scheduled for Wednesday,
August 24, at 7:30 p.m. It will take
place at the Deerfield School’s Me-
dia Center.
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Mountainside BOE
Mirabella Discusses Process
For New County Manager

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders was to begin in-
terviewing candidates this week to re-
place retiring County Manager George
Devanney.

The county manager is responsible
for an annual budget of just under $500
million and 2,800 employees spread
across eight departments and numerous
divisions, from human services to pub-
lic safety to parks.

“We have very strong internal candi-
dates that we are going to take a look at
initially,” Freeholder Vice-Chairman Al
Mirabella told The Westfield Leader. He
said the successful candidate would be
someone “who is willing to carry on the
tradition that this county manager has
set forth.”

Mr. Mirabella said if a candidate is
determined to have the qualities sought
by the freeholders, “we could act very
quickly,” adding that it was possible that
the freeholders could take action to ap-
point a manager at tonight’s regular board
meeting.

“We will interview the candidates that
we feel are appropriate,” Mr. Mirabella
said. “And if they come forward as being
interested, then we will take a long look
(at the candidate.) That’s my prefer-
ence, and I think the preference of the
board – to continue our programs, con-
tinue our strategies, with an internal
candidate.”

He said the likely successor to Mr.
Devanney, who has held the job nine
years, will be someone “whose been
around for a while, but has the experi-
ence” to be manager.

“We want someone that we will be
comfortable working with as a board,
that can do the job, and that’s going to be
able to take us down the road,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

He said Mr. Devanney, who previ-
ously was deputy county manager and

headed the economic development de-
partment, “did a fantastic job in his ten-
ure as county manager and he will be
sorely missed.”

“He developed leadership within our
ranks and we feel that we will be able to
keep Union County moving forward
(with the selection of a new manager),”
Mr. Mirabella said.

In closing, the freeholder said, “We
are going to take a long look at people
that come forward within the county and
make the right decision for the people of
Union County.”

Courtesy of Ross Wagner
PROTEST...Move-on.org demonstrated Tuesday morning in front of 7th District
Representative Leonard Lance’s office on North Avenue in Westfield. They
carried signs asking the congressman to preserve the American dream.

Jane Clancy and Mr. Friedman stated
that they felt allocating a specific
amount at this time was premature and
wanted to keep options open for tax
relief.

“I don’t see any benefit from pass-
ing such a resolution at this point,” Mr.
Friedman stated.

Ms. Walker agreed, stating, “We are
open to further discussions regarding
tax relief and are not closed to any
options.”

Mr. Finn’s resolution was defeated,
as it received only two votes.

“I want to make sure we are fiscally
disciplined,” Mr. Finn said. Not pass-
ing the resolution, he stated, was “the
easy way out.”

Mr. Friedman said “not passing the
resolution does not demonstrate that
we don’t have fiscal discipline, but
that we want to gather all the facts
first.”

Board member Rosanne Kurstedt
was not present at the meeting.

The next board meeting will take
place on Tuesday, August 30.
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