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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HEAT WAVE...Participants in the 10th Annual Downtown Westfield 5K & Pizza Extravaganza held July 20 were subject
to extreme weather conditions as the thermometer hung in the mid 90s well into the night.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CANINE SERENADE...This pooch doesn’t seem to mind the heat and is all smiles
as he enjoys the entertainment at the Scotch Plains Village Green Concert Series
held July 21, which included Amazing Dave and the Jazz Lobsters.

County Looks at Camera Locations
For Nabbing Red-Light Violators

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Freeholders last Thursday
considered a $150,000 contract for a
county-wide study to evaluate the
best locations to place red-light cam-
eras at intersections.

The cameras are installed on the
top of traffic lights at strategic loca-
tions by towns to record violations at
the intersections. Joseph Graziano,
director of engineering, public works
and facilities, said the purpose of the
study is to produce data that shows
the best intersections to install cam-
eras, which shows motorists running
red lights.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
although only municipalities can in-
stall the red-light cameras, the county
could pay a portion of the costs.

Former state transportation com-
missioner Kris Kolluri, the county’s
traffic consultant, said the study
would include an analysis of 25 inter-
sections.

Mr. Graziano said the data and
analysis would then be shared with
municipalities, noting that the cam-
eras would create another source of
revenue for towns through the issu-
ance of fines to drivers caught run-
ning red lights and committing re-
lated violations.

“I know it is admirable to say that
the revenue attached to it is attractive,

but I think you have an affirmative
obligation at the county to see how
you can [look at] the intersections
from a safety standpoint, especially
those intersections that intersect
county roads,” Mr. Kolluri said.

Freeholder Angel Estrada ques-
tioned why the county was initiating
such a study. “I was just wondering if
we are putting the cart before the
horse because the municipalities, who
I know are very interested overall [in
red-light cameras]…will most likely
do the preliminary [studies],” Mr.
Estrada said. “I know that we share in
the cost of the maintenance and the
pieces associated with [the cameras.]
I just did not know we would be
engaged in this [type of] study.”

In response, Mr. Kolluri said, “I
think if you look at it strictly as a
decentralized approach then you’re
perhaps right. But I think the county
has an opportunity to take an holistic
view from what’s going on in traffic
and traffic safety” by looking at all
intersections “that are relevant to you
and backed up by data that show that
there’s a need” for red-light cameras.

“I think a proactive approach to
these things is better than to say ‘let’s
wait for someone to take a lead on [a
study,]’” Mr. Kolluri said.

County Manager George Devanney
said he hoped that the county could
assist towns where applications for

cameras “fell short for one reason or
another.”

“Hopefully we can help enhance
an application,” Mr. Devanney said.

The county manager said Eliza-
beth has had red-light camera appli-
cations rejected for four intersections
by the Department of Transportation,
including intersections on Route 1,
“whereas Rahway and Linden have
had similar intersections approved.”
He said Mountainside also was turned
down for a camera on Route 22.

Mr. Kolluri emphasized that red-
light cameras should not be seen as a
“power grab” or a “grab for money,”
but instead intended to improve driver
safety.

“I think if the perception is that this
is a great opportunity to make a lot of
money, I think we’ve missed the
point,” Mr. Kolluri said. “Even dur-
ing my tenure as commissioner…the
focus has always been on safety and
that should be the primary concern.”

In other business, Human Services
Director Frank Guzzo requested that
a resolution be put on the agenda for
the freeholder meeting tonight, July
28, to approve $2.5 million in reim-
bursement monies for Union County
jail inmates housed at Delanney and
Logan Halls, facilities that offer ser-
vices to prisoners with substance-
abuse issues who are about to be
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Baseball is Out at Union
Catholic Pending Lawsuit

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Baseball is
effectively shut down at Union Catho-
lic High School for the foreseeable
future due to a court injunction ob-
tained by attorney Marc Rogoff on
behalf of Dutch Lane residents Sachin
and Rajul Shah, whose home backs
up to the baseball field.

State Superior Court Judge John
Malone signed the order in June pre-
venting all baseball from being
played, or practiced, on the school’s
million-dollar turf field. In July, Judge
Malone revised the order, allowing
batting practice to take place in an
enclosed bullpen and for infield prac-
tice, where coaches could only hit
ground balls to players.

In their lawsuit, the Shahs allege
that field renovations moved the base-
ball diamond closer to their property
and now fly balls endanger their

safety. They also allege the value of
their home has been decreased and
the school is interfering with the
“quiet enjoyment” of their property.

Mr. Rogoff told The Westfield
Leader that there is a separate lawsuit
against the Township of Scotch Plains
and the planning board, which could
nullify the proceedings that led to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy of Ross Wagner
MOVE-ON…Approximately 30 area residents  demonstrated Tuesday morning
in front of 7th District Representative Leonard Lance’s office on North Avenue
in Westfield as part of a national action from move-on.org. They carried signs
reading: “Don’t Destroy The American Dream” and “Compromise, That’s Your
Job.”

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
WALK DON’T RUN...Spectators obey the traffic signal on Tuesday at Westfield
Jazz Night by restricting their “Ventures” onto the street.

Jeanette Baubles

MS BOE Discusses Replacing
CSA, Defers State Aid

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) held its bimonthly meeting
Tuesday evening. Personnel matters
comprised the bulk of the meeting, as
the board and the public
discussed the procedure
for replacing Chief
School Administrator
(CSA) Jeanette Baubles.

Board President James
Ruban announced Ms.
Baubles’ resignation dur-
ing the board’s last meet-
ing, as the administrator
herself was not present.
Ms. Baubles also did not
address her resignation
during the board’s meet-
ing Tuesday night.

Video of the announcement may
be viewed on the board’s website,
located at
www.mountainsideschools.org/
index.php/boe/boemeet.

The district placed an advertise-

ment in the Newark Star-Ledger this
past Sunday seeking candidates for
her replacement. Ms. Baubles also
holds the position of principal of
Beechwood School. It was not clear
if the new hire would assume those
responsibilities as well.

This is the district’s
second such resignation
in as many months. As
covered in previous edi-
tions of The Westfield
Leader, the district’s Su-
pervisor of Curriculum
and Instruction, Thomas
Conroy, submitted his
resignation at the end of
the school year.

Concerned members
of the public spoke up
regarding suitable re-

placements with “effective leader-
ship” skills.

The board was in the process of
interviewing candidates for Mr.
Conroy’s position but will now be
shifting its priorities, according to
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WF BOE Votes to Use Aid to Rehire
Teachers; Votes Down Tax Relief

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In front of a crowd
of parents, members of the Westfield
Board of Education unanimously ap-
proved the hiring of teachers and other
staff at their meeting held Tuesday
evening.

During a presentation given by Su-
perintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan, residents learned that, due to
the increased swelling of enrollment
and the new $845,449 in additional
state aid, teachers would be added to
the roster for the upcoming school
year for all levels of education.

For Westfield High School, Ms.

Dolan announced that two teachers
would be added for academic subjects
and for electives, in addition to one
physical education teacher.

It also was reported that the high
school would replace old computers
in the school’s technology lab that Ms.
Dolan had noted were “seven to eight
years old.” She said in recent years
there had been budget cuts for tech-
nology for the district as a whole, “and
if it were not for the Parent-Teacher
Organizations and the Westfield Edu-
cation Fund, I don’t know where we
would be with technology.”

At the intermediate level, the super-
intendent announced that one counse-

lor would be restored in addition to
another librarian. She said recently
the two intermediate schools had “to
share a librarian.”

In her report, Ms. Dolan also said
the Wilson Elementary School’s fifth
grade having three sections with en-
rollment numbers of 27, 27 and 26
“was a concern.” She said another
fifth-grade teacher would be added, as
well as second-grade teachers for
Jefferson, McKinley and Tamaques
Elementary, where enrollment was
reported at 25 and 26 students in
classes.

Last month, dozens of concerned
Tamaques School second-grade par-
ents came to the board of education
meeting looking for class-size relief.

Board Vice-President Richard
Mattessich and BOE member Mitchell
Slater, as well as others, also were
concerned about class size for the
fourth grades at Franklin and Wash-
ington Elementary Schools, as the
numbers indicate 24 and 25 students
in classrooms.

Board President Julia Walker stated
that the high school next year was
reported to house 1,880 students,
which was described as “the highest
enrollment in 30 years.”

Looking ahead, Ms. Dolan also re-
ported that as part of the district’s
“priority areas to support was the Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) program.” She
said in order for Westfield students to
stay competitive, these areas need
updating and improving.

Board member Mark Friedman
asked how much money it would cost
to hire these teachers. The superinten-
dent stated that it would cost $150,000
for the intermediate-school teachers,
$187,500 for the elementary-school
teachers and $225,000 for the high-
school teachers. She also stated that
the high-school technology lab would
cost $24,000.

In her report, Ms. Dolan noted that
the additional $845,448 given on July
13 in state aid helped to bring in these
additions. She noted that she also
wanted to bring about some tax relief
to the town.

Resident Keith Hertell spoke at the
meeting, stating that he would like to
see the $845,448 used to “reduce the
district’s two-million-dollar debt.” He
stated that “reducing the debt makes
the district strong financially.” He also
stated “there is no research saying that
class size impedes learning. Yes,
smaller is better, but when there is a
high foreclosure rate and the state is in
a financial crisis, I ask for you to keep
an open mind.”

Board member David Finn asked
the board to pass a resolution to allo-
cate half of the latest state aid to tax
relief. He made a motion to give
$422,720 specifically to tax relief.
Board members such as Ann Cary,
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Tax Collector Office
Open Late August 1
WESTFIELD — The office of

the Westfield tax collector will be
open on Monday, August 1, from
8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. The last date to
pay taxes without a penalty is on
Friday, August 5.

Questions should be directed to
taxcollector@westfieldnj.gov or
by calling (908) 789-4051.


