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Triple Threat Productions to
Present Bye Bye Birdie July 28, 29

GREEN BROOK - Bye Bye Birdie
is considered one of the most capti-
vating musical shows of our time. It
is a satire done with the fondest
affection, and tells the story of a
rock and roll singer who is about to
be inducted into the army. Birdie
won four Tony Awards and famous
actors such as Dick Van Dyke, Chita
Rivera and even recently, John
Stamos have taken part in this happy
go lucky musical.

This summer, over 40 cast and
crew are anxiously anticipating
opening night of their production
Bye Bye Birdie. Students from
Union, Somerset and Morris Coun-
ties have come together to dance,
sing and admire the swiveling hips
of Conrad Birdie, played by Clark’s
Joe Mondi.

“I am really excited to be playing
a character based on my favorite
rock icon Elvis! It has really been

an amazing experience for me,” Joe
said.

Birdie is set to kiss one lucky
teenage girl, Kim MacAfee, played
by Jackie Adams, which does not
have her boyfriend Hugo Peabody,
played by James Ford of Green
Brook very happy at all.

“This is my second summer per-
forming with Triple Threat. This year
is more fun that last and it is even
better because I can act opposite one
of my closest friends,” Kim said.

The MacAfees are destined to be
on Ed Sullivan and are played by
James Johnston, Emani Simpson and
RJ Clemens.

Young love is not the only problem.
Albert Peterson and Rosie Alverez,
played by Nick Buonvicino and Taylor
Giamundo, have to deal with life, love
and a meddling mom played by Allison
Gallo.

The cast is rounded out by a great

group of teens such as Kim’s best friend
Ursula, played by Kelly Freeman as
well as some die hard Birdie fans.

“This year’s production is going
to be a smash,” stated co-owner of
Triple Threat, Tori Clemens. “From
the moment the kids sang on the first
day I knew this was going to be an
amazing show.”

Tori is supported by co-owner
Laurie Wood who has spent count-
less hours designing a set that will
stand up to the action and costumes
that will pop with color. Tori and
Laurie are assisted by Todd
Bennington and Musical Director
Cathy Flynn.

The show will be presented Thurs-
day, July 28, and Friday, July 29, at
7:30 p.m. at IEF Elementary School
in Green Brook. Tickets are $10 and
can be purchased by calling (908)
868-6121 or by emailing
triplethreatproductionsllc@yahoo.com.

JAZZ IS IN THE AIR…Bring the
whole family out this Tuesday, July 26,
and enjoy the sounds of four unforget-
table musical performances through-
out the night on the streets of Down-
town Westfield. Music will begin at 7
p.m. and will go until 9 p.m. For the
past three weeks the downtown has
been packed with people that have gath-
ered together for the Sweet Sounds
Downtown Jazz Festival. This week
the Downtown Westfield Corporation
will feature bands including Watson,
above, Eric Mintel Quartet, B.D. Lenz,
and Scarlett Lee Moore.

Free Concert by Full Count Big
Band at Echo Lake Park July 27

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Summer Arts Festival con-
cert series continues its 51st season
of music on Wednesday, July 27, with
an evening of jazz performed by the
Full Count Big Band. The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers, led by Chairman Deborah P.
Scanlon, invites the public to attend
this free concert that begins at 7:30
p.m. in Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside.

The Full Count Big Band is an 18-
piece orchestra that hails from
Mountainside. The group has played
at NJPAC in Newark and at concerts,
swing dances, private parties, clubs,
festivals and civic events all over the
Garden State. Several of the group’s
members have toured with famous
bands and jazz greats such as Maynard
Ferguson and Tommy Dorsey. With a
library of more than 5,000 arrange-

ments, the Full Count Big Band plays
an eclectic mix of music ranging from
nostalgic Swing Era classics to con-
temporary funk, Latin and rhythm
and blues.

The Union County information van
will be at the concert site with per-
sonnel from the Union County Divi-
sion of Planning and Community
Development, Bureaus of Housing
and Transportation, along with other
knowledgeable Union County staff
to answer questions and offer infor-
mation about interesting programs
and recreational activities that are
available to Union County residents.

The Summer Arts Festival con-
certs continue throughout August on
Wednesdays beginning at 7:30 p.m.
This summer’s concerts will be held
at Echo Lake Park on the
Mountainside-Westfield border and
at Oak Ridge Park in Clark. Lawn

chairs, blankets and picnic baskets
are encouraged. Refreshments and
snacks will be available from ven-
dors.

The other free concerts in the Union
County Summer Arts Festival series
include: August 3 – The British Inva-
sion Tribute (songs of the 60s) at Oak
Ridge Park; August 10 – JoBonanno
and the Godsons (Jersey Shore Soul)
at Oak Ridge Park; August 17 – Al-
most Queen (Queen cover band); at
Oak Ridge Park; August 24 –
Parrotbeach (Jimmy Buffett cover
band) at Echo Lake Park and August
31 – The Nerds (high energy party
band) at Oak Ridge Park.

For rain information call the Union
County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal at (908) 558-
4079 after 3 p.m. on the day of the
scheduled concert, or visit the Union
County web site at www.ucnj.org.

Full Count Big Band

The Cast of Triple Threat Productions’ Bye Bye Birdie

Auditions for Improv
Troupe Announced

‘Hallows 2’ Marks End to Obsession,
Not End of Affection for Wizard
By JULIA QUELLER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Last Thursday night, I donned my
Hogwarts robe for possibly the last
time. With “wizard rock” blasting
through my speakers, I meticulously
drew the iconic lightning bolt on my
forehead, adjusted my glasses and
gave my wand a determined “swish
and flick.” I was ready for the mid-
night showing of “Harry Potter and
the Deathly Hallows: Part 2.”

 But a part of me would never be
ready. Ever since second grade, when
I read “Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s
Stone” and became enchanted by J.K.
Rowling’s magical world, Harry Pot-
ter has been a steadfast figure in my
life. The seven books have their own
spot reserved on my nightstand, eas-
ily accessible for countless rereads.

Growing up with Harry provided
me with a constant companion, a
fantasy to which I could escape and a
reminder that love is the greatest
weapon of all.

 The spell Harry cast on me has
never wavered. I recently turned sev-
enteen and I was more excited about
becoming legally of age in the
wizarding world than about passing
my driver’s test. It then struck me that
I had reached the same age that Harry
was in the final book. I had always
followed his adventures with the
mentality of a little sister admiring
the feats of her older brother; I now
worried that as I continued to grow
and have my own adventures, I would
leave seventeen-year-old Harry be-
hind.

 I also feared that the final film
signaled the end of the Harry Potter
fandom. Ever since that fateful day in
second grade when I picked up a
copy of “Sorcerer’s Stone,” I have
had something to look forward to: a
new book, movie and an opportunity

to wear my robe. Even with the re-
lease of the final book in 2007, I
thought, “Well, I still have the movie
to look forward to.”

 Consequently, I put a lot of stock
into this movie. If it was to signify the
end of Pottermania, then I wanted it
to be good. I was not disappointed.
Yes, I laughed, I cried, but most of all,
I smiled. Watching Harry battle
Voldemort for the last time made me
grateful that I spent my childhood
years with these characters. We teen-
agers who grew up with Harry are the
“Potter Generation.”

Current second graders who pick
up “Sorcerer’s Stone” have all the
books and movies at their disposal;
they will never have to wait anx-
iously for the next book, or be able to
experience the thrill of attending a

midnight movie release.
As for the fandom, I think it is still

kicking. After seeing hundreds of
enthusiastic teenagers dressed in wiz-
ard garb at the sold-out movie pre-
miere, I doubt any of us will let go of
Harry soon. Despite the end of the
movie franchise, there are still myriad
opportunities to wear circular glasses:
the exhibition in NYC, the theme
park in Orlando and the elusive
“Pottermore.”

For me, I will always return to the
books and movies. “Harry Potter and
the Deathly Hallows: Part 2” marked
the end of my childhood obsession,
but not the end of my love for the boy
wizard.

***
Julia will be a senior at Westfield

High School in the fall.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
POTTER FANS...Harry Potter fans line East Broad Street in Westfield waiting
to see the world premiere of “Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows  —  Part 2,”
the last in a series of seven novels by J.K. Rowling chronically the adolescent
wizard Harry’s adventures. The long line wrapped around the corner and down
Central Avenue.
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Premiere Stages’ Follow Me to Nellies
she was raised by the stalwart Miss
Nellie whom she refers to as her
“aun’ie.”

NaRose reveals that she’s “over-
flowing with want” and “full of
longing.” In pitch-perfect tone, Ms.
McCreary’s voice delivers an ago-
nizing theme of racial oppression
that could have been sung by most
blacks in the segregated south.

 Miss Nellie is the voice of rea-
son, the lobbyist, the mediator and
the glue of the town. As the deceiv-
ingly strong Miss Nellie loses her
health throughout the play, she
shares with NaRose a dream for
her: she has willed her land and
home to this daughter figure and
trusts NaRose will live in the house,
protect and nourish the land.
NaRose’s conflict arises in being
faithful to what Miss Nellie wants
for her versus her own dreams of
leaving.

 One of Miss Nellie’s contempo-
raries and friends, Rollo, played
masterfully by veteran actor Harold
Surratt, comes alive with hope for a
new day for his people. Despite the

fact that he is endangering his own
life by attending the voting classes
set up by Ossie, he knows that “this
journey is like putting on a new
mean suit that would make me proud
to look in the mirror.”

Rollo is ready to don that mantle.
After the white sheriff’s son Tom,
Jr. (played impressively by Adam
Couperthwaite) pays the women a
visit warning about an agitator who
might be in the neighborhood,
Nellie asks Rollo, “Are you sure
you wants to wear that suit?”

 Ossie’s moment of self-revela-
tion comes when he questions the
selfishness of his dream. Although
Ossie says he initially felt he wasn’t
afraid for himself, he now realizes
his plan has endangered the lives of
everyone around him. Mr. Miller’s
fine characterization of Ossie over-
flows with ambiguity and pathos.
Based on a true incident of
Morisseau’s aunt’s brothel, Follow
Me to Nellie’s captures the flavor of
the 1950s south and the despair of
being black in a “whites only”
world.

The playwright’s ear for authen-
tic dialect is matched by the vision
of costume designer Karen Lee Hart
whose period dresses, and en-
sembles jettison the audience back
to another time and place. Nadine
Charlsen’s lighting illuminates with
sensitive shadows and pinpointed
clarity.

 Director John Wooten always de-
mands authenticity from his pro-
fessional actors and creative team.
Follow Me to Nellie’s works be-
cause of the chemistry between
characters, plausible pacing and an
imaginary magnet of credible lan-
guage and fascinating storyline that

pulls in the audience.
A comfortable, impressive set de-

signed by Joseph Gourley houses a
bar and jukebox in the Madame’s
living room, a full dining room up-
stage and circuitous stairs that will
transport any white male guest to
an evening of pleasures. Every de-
tail from lace curtains, period rugs
and furniture have been carefully
researched and recreated by the cre-
ative ensemble assembled by Mr.
Wooten.

 To experience powerful theatre
with characters you will care about
and a message straight from the
history of the early civil rights era,
see Follow Me to Nellie’s Thurs-
days through Sundays through the
end of July.

WF’s Sweetsounds
Downtown Jazz

Festival
Tuesday, July 26

7 — 9 p.m.

Watson — Central Avenue
***

Eric Mintel Quartet — East
Broad Street & North Avenue

***
B.D. Lenz — Elm Street

***
Scarlett Lee Moore — North

Avenue

Sponsored by the Downtown
Westfield Corporation

www.WestfieldToday.com

The air-conditioned, handi-
capped accessible, intimate
Zella Fry Theatre is clearly
marked on the 1000 Morris Av-
enue Kean University Campus
with the “Premiere Stages” logo.
Standard tickets are $25 with
special rates for seniors, stu-
dents, Kean alumni and groups.

To order tickets, call the Kean
Stage Box Office at (908) 737-
SHOW (7469). Free parking is
adjacent to the Vaughn/Eames
building in which the Zella Fry
is located.

SP Village Green
Concert Series

Thursday, July 21

Amazing Dave — 6:30 p.m.
(Children’s Act)

***
Jazz Lobster’s — 7:30 p.m.

(Main Event)

For information, call (908)
322-6700 ext.1223.

FANWOOD - Triskelion will
hold auditions for a local improv
troupe at All Saints’ Church lo-
cated at 559 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, on Saturday, July 30, from
1 to 4 p.m. in Lea Hall.

If interested please bring a pic-
ture and resume (preferred but
not mandatory) and a prepared
one – three minute monologue
and be prepared to improv.

Pictures and resumes may also
be mailed to: Triskelion. P.O. Box
215, Fanwood, NJ 07023. For
more information contact Rich-
ard Johnson at  (908) 256-5704.


