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Westfield Gray, Chatham Cougar 12s Battle to a 6-6 Deadlock in New Providence Green League
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

St. George Nips St. Rocco with Run in Seventh, 5-4
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

throw four innings of strikes. He gets
a lot of ground balls. He was moving
the ball all over the strike zone. We
kept the batters off-balance,”
Westfield Head Coach Jim Dwyer
said.

Cougar starter Kirin Damodoren
held Westfield scoreless in his two
innings and allowed only two hits,
while walking one. Jack Greiner tossed
the third inning and to a pair of batters
in the fourth before Connor Winans
relieved and shutout Westfield the re-
mainder of the way. The Cougar trio
combined for seven strikeouts, while
walking five and yielding eight hits.

“We have been in close games all
year long. I am really proud of the
boys the way they are playing. They
are in every game. They fight. They
come back, and they have a lot of
spirit,” Coach Dwyer said.

Offensively, Romano led Westfield
with two hits, a walk, three stolen
bases and a run scored in his three

plate appearances. Danny Piscitelli
doubled and scored once. Nick
DiPinto (2 walks, stolen base) and
Jack LeVelle (RBI, walk) each had a
single. Coston O’Brien (RBI), Ethan
Finver and Ben Kelly each had a
single, Phil Dwyer scored once and
stole a base, and Matt Harris walked
and reached base on an error. Walter
Peregrim lofted a ball that was mis-
handled in right field, allowing a run
to score.

Michael Tortorella (double, 2 sto-
len bases) and Jack Murray (walk,
stolen base) each went 2-for-2 with
an RBI and a run scored for the Cou-
gars. Jack Nonnenmacher (RBI),
Damodoran (RBI) and Jack Maguire
(stolen base) each singled and scored
once. Winans singled and Greiner
walked and swiped a base.

Westfield got out of a jam in the top
of the first when shortstop Romano
snagged Nonnenmacher’s liner and
flicked to second baseman Peregrim

for a double play. Chatham returned
the favor in the bottom of the inning
when third baseman Nonnenmacher
made two straight difficult plays that
ended in putouts.

Westfield leftfielder Harris and
centerfielder Kelly made fine catches
to allow Westfield to escape the sec-
ond inning unscathed. In the bottom
of the inning, Westfield loaded the
bases but failed to score.

Piscitelli led off the third inning
with a ground-rule double and scored
when Dwyer’s grounder to third re-
sulted in an overthrow. Romano laid

down an infield single. Dwyer scored
on an overthrow then O’Brien gave
Westfield a 3-0 lead with an RBI
single to right. The Cougars escaped
further damage with an inning-end-
ing double play.

Chatham plated three runs on three
hits in the fourth, but Westfield came
back with a pair of runs to take a 5-3
lead. The Cougars tied the game
quickly in the fifth and had runners
on second and third with two outs.
On a passed ball, the runner on third
attempted to score but got tagged out
at the plate.

In the sixth, the Cougars attempted
their second riverboat gamble.
Maguire was on third and sped home
when the catcher dropped the ball on
a call of “ball four”. Kelly, the catcher,
got back in time to make the tag.

“We had the fastest guy on our
team up at third, and there was a
passed ball. I definitely think he was
safe, but it’s tough. You got to take
gambles with your fast players,”
Coach Nonnenmacher said. “We have
been very successful with that. Once
we get Jack Maguire to first, it is as
good as a triple, and we take advan-

tage of steals.”
“It was classic little league. To keep

the other team to five runs is a great
accomplishment. If we had a timely
hit here and there, we would have
broken it open,” Coach Dwyer said.

“It was a good game. The teams are
very, very even. It was a fantastic,
well-played baseball game. We had
good pitching. They had good pitch-
ing. The game was tied. Nobody goes
home a winner or a loser,” Coach
Nonnenmacher said.
Chatham 000 320 5
Westfield 003 200 5

Dwyer and Romano are the team
leaders in on-base percentage and
stolen bases for the Westfield Gray
so far this season. Finver and
O’Brien lead the team in RBI. Cole
Feltman leads the team in batting
average. The pitching staff includes
Salerno, DePinto, Kelly, LaVelle,
O’Brien and Romano.

FIRST PLACE…Four members of the Westfield Area “Y” Track & Field team placed first in the Youth Girls Division at
the Region 2 Junior Olympic Championship in California, Pa. Pictured, left to right, from Cranford are: Katie Drewniak,
Claire Drewniak, Jillian Walter and Amanda Bush.

Westfield Flyers Track & Field Team Heads
To Junior Olympic National Championships

Eleven members of the Westfield
Area “Y” Flyers Track & Field team
recently competed at the USA Track &
Field Region 2 Junior Olympic Cham-
pionship in California, Pa. and nine
athletes emerged as National Qualifi-
ers against athletes from the New Jer-
sey, Three Rivers (western Pa.), Niagara
(western N.Y.) and Mid-Atlantic (east-
ern Pa., Delaware) associations.

These athletes will compete at the
USATF Junior Olympic National
Championships July 26-31 in
Wichita, Kan.

Cranford 8th graders Amanda

Bush, Claire Drewniak, Katie
Drewniak and Jillian Walter took first
in the 4x800 relay Youth Girls Divi-
sion. Melissa Endy took second in
the Midget Girls 1500 race/walk to
cement her third consecutive trip to
Nationals. Lauren Henkel placed third
in the Bantam Girls Division 1500
race/walk. Paul Dunham placed
fourth in the Youth Boys javelin with
a throw of 101 feet.

Nicole Massa took fifth for Ban-
tam Girls 300 turbo javelin event. In
her final jump, 8-year-old Grace Endy
surpassed nine feet to place fifth in

the Sub-Bantam Girls long jump. Just
missing qualifying were Natalie
Marcotullio (seventh in intermediate
girls long jump) and Ajay Olson
(eighth in Bantam Boys long jump).

Annual participation in the
Westfield Area “Y” Track & Field
Club has grown to over 350 athletes
(ages 7-15 years). This is not only the
largest year for participation in the
program, but also the largest number
of National Qualifiers. The Westfield
Area Y Flyers Track Club is emerg-
ing as a competitive track club in the
USATF Junior Olympic series.

scored), Don Rinaldo and Ragan each
singled.

Keith Middleton and Walt Patrylo
led the Roccos, each going 2-for-3
with a run scored and an RBI. Rob
Zerafa had an RBI triple and a single.
Rob Barone (run scored) and Matuska
each drilled a double. Steve Spoljaric
had an RBI single, while Andy Wilber
and Russ Voorhees each added a
single, and Sal Gano scored once.

But some slick double plays and
a few other nifty defensive maneu-
vers helped to juggle the outcome.
St. Rocco’s second baseman
Voorhees initiated a 4-6-3 double
play (Patrylo at short and Gano at
first) to prevent, at least a run in the
second inning. The same trio was
credited with a double play in the
sixth. Leftfielder Zerafa made a
charging snag and centerfielder Jack
Ley nailed a runner at the plate in
the third inning to limit further scor-
ing damage.

St. George second baseman
Wustefeld initiated a 4-6 (Rinaldo)-3
(Roth) double play in the sixth in-
ning. Right fielder Ragan gunned
down a runner at the plate in the fifth
inning, and mound ace Hopler snared
a hot hopper off the bat of Zerafa in
the seventh.

St. Rocco rolled with two runs in
the top of the first inning. Middleton
slashed a single to right and came all
the way around to score on Patrylo’s
chopping single up the middle. Zerafa
added his RBI triple to center.

As St. George came to bat in the
bottom of the second, with the score,
2-0, Wustefeld led off with a pop fly
to right for the first out.

“Let’s hit it through the infield not
over it,” Marks suggested.

Ross and Rinaldo answered with
back-to-back singles, but Voorhees
initiated his first double play to end
the threat. The Georges did, however,
take a 3-2 lead in the third when
Marks sliced an RBI single to right
and Wustefeld drilled a two-run single

to center.
In the fourth, Barone barreled a

double to center and scored on
Spoljaric’s fading single over first to
tie the score. George regained the
lead, 4-3, when Friedlander singled
and scored on Roth’s single to right.

Aware of the tension of a tight
game, as St. Rocco came to the plate
in the fifth, Patrylo uttered, “Let’s get
it back! One at a time!”

With Gano on third and Matuska
on second, Middleton rapped an RBI
single to right, scoring Gano. Matuska
also attempted to score but was nailed
at the plate.

“That’s what you got to do. You got
to take chances,” Matuska com-
mented.

Home plate remained unblemished
four the next two innings then Marks
stepped to the plate in the bottom of
the seventh. His hopping grounder
escaped the glove of the first baseman
and Marks sped to second. Marks
dashed to third on Hopler’s ground
out to second. Nick Dinizo was inten-
tionally walked then Wustefeld hit a
grounder to second. Voorhees at-
tempted to turn his third double play
of the evening, but Wustefeld was
ruled safe at first as Marks scored the
winning run.
St. Rocco 200 110 0 4
St. George 003 100 1 5

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMPLETING A DOUBLE PLAY…Westfield Gray second baseman Walter Peregrim, No. 55, catches Chatham Cougar
Jack Murray, No. 3, off base after shortstop Gabo Romano grabbed a line drive and flicked the ball to him in the first inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY CLOSE CALL AT FIRST…Westfield Gray’s Ben Kelly, No. 2, steps on first base about the same time Chatham’s
Matthew Devlin, No. 15, makes the catch at Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield on July 15.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A LITTLE RIVERBOAT GAMBLING…Chatham Cougar Jack Greiner attempts to steal home in the fifth inning but is
tagged out by Westfield Gray pitcher Gabo Romano. The game ended in a 5-5 tie.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOPING TO LAUNCH A BALL TO RIGHT…St. Rocco’s Sal Gano hopes to launch a shot to right field and does in the
second inning against St. George. The first-placed St. George squad scored a run in the bottom of the seventh inning to sting
St. Rocco, 5-4, at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.

Cranford Youth Sports

Want your Cranford Youth
baseball team covered?
e-mail David B. Corbin
dcorbin@goleader.com

Cranford High School Sports Archives
From September 2009 are available.

Probitas Verus Honos


