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Assembly Dems Begin
Hearings on Christie Cuts

TRENTON – Assembly Speaker
Sheila Oliver (D-34, East Orange),
Assembly Majority Leader Joseph
Cryan (D-20, Union) and Assembly
Budget Chairman Lou Greenwald (D-
6, Voorhees) have announced that the
Assembly has begun hearings to ex-
amine the impact of Governor Chris
Christie’s budget cuts on New Jersey’s
middle-class and poor.

Asw. Oliver, Asm. Cryan and Asm.
Greenwald  said the committee hear-
ings would help determine what can
be done to fix the Governor’s cuts.

“I want the Assembly to hear first-
hand the impact these cuts will have
on working-class residents and our
most vulnerable. The Governor may
think it’s acceptable to cut help for
abused children, health care for
women and working families, col-
lege aid, nursing homes and endan-
ger public safety, but he may be the
only one who thinks that way,” Asw.
Oliver said.

“It’s hard to believe this governor
would continue to protect tax breaks
for millionaires yet cut property tax
relief, health care and college tuition
aid while devastating assistance for
abused children and frail senior citi-
zens, but that’s the sad and harsh real-

ity,” Asm. Cryan (D-Union) said.
“Working class New Jerseyans were

already struggling daily to make ends
meet, but now the Governor has cut
property tax relief, health care, col-
lege aid and other services the middle-
class, poor and most vulnerable truly
need,” Asm. Greenwald said.

Governor Chris Christie re-
sponded to the announcement of the
hearings.

“Unless the Democrats in the Leg-
islature just found a money tree be-
hind the Statehouse, they still have
no way to pay for their election-year
spending spree. Clearly, these sum-
mer hearings will be nothing more
than political theater with the same
recycled, overused and rabidly parti-
san rhetoric the Democrats regularly
default to for each budget, regardless
of the year or circumstances,” the
Governor said.

“If the Democrats in the Legisla-
ture plan to come back to work this
summer, their efforts would be better
spent on the issues they neglected
over the past year – like education
reform for every New Jersey child
and the unfinished business of the
Governor’s property tax relief tool
kit,” he added.

WUF Offers Tickets
To Golf Classic

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
United Fund is offering tickets for
the 2011 Barclay’s Classic golf tour-
nament through the PGA’s Tickets
“Fore” Charity program.

The weekly grounds ticket offers
full, six-day access to the tournament
and practice rounds and Pro-Am
events from August 23 to 28 at the
Plainfield Country Club in Edison.

Tickets are $55 each and, through
the generosity of an anonymous do-
nor, 100 percent of the proceeds will
benefit the Westfield United Fund.
Additional volunteer opportunities
also are available during the
Barclay’s tournament through the
Fund.

“The Westfield United Fund is ex-
cited to offer residents this chance to
view world-class golf in our own
backyard while at the same time help-
ing their neighbors in need,” said
Linda Maggio, the Fund’s executive
director.

Founded in 1937, the Westfield
United Fund supports 19 local so-
cial services agencies assisting resi-
dents in Westfield and the surround-
ing community. For additional in-
formation or to purchase tickets,
contact the Westfield United Fund at
(908) 233-2113 or
contact@westfieldunitedfund.org.
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Admirals Discuss Climate
Control and Nat’l Security
By SARA MAGNOLA TANER

Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The Union
County Republican Committee in
partnership with the United King-
dom Foreign and Commonwealth
Office and the UK Ministry of De-
fense hosted a July 14 forum on cli-
mate change and national security at
the Cranford Community Center.

Phil Morin, chairman of the Union
County Republican Committee, in-
troduced the evening’s speakers: Rear
Admiral Neil Morisetti of the British
Royal Navy and the UK’s Climate
and Energy Security Envoy, and re-
tired Vice Admiral Dennis McGinn
of the United States Navy.

“We hope that this forum will
stimulate debate on the issue of cli-
mate change and how our military is
viewing the issue in the context of
national security,” Mr. Morin said.

Vice Admiral McGinn opened by
saying that during his 35 years in the
Navy, he became interested in the
link between energy and national se-
curity, while waiting in line for gas
after the Organization of Arab Petro-
leum Exporting Countries (OAPEC)
oil crisis in the early 1970s.

“We have made some progress
(since then), but not a lot,” he said of
exploring alternative energy sources.

As a member of the CNA’s Mili-
tary Advisory Board – a group of
retired three- and four-star flag and
general officers that study-pressing
issues of the day to assess their im-
pact on America’s national security –
Vice Admiral McGinn discussed a
2007 study on climate change and the
threat to national security. The study
explored how climate change causes
instability via weather incidents. He
said that the addition of wars in frag-
ile societies is creating a “lethal cock-
tail” by creating situations where
governments can be overturned by
terrorist groups.

Vice Admiral McGinn said that
while further reports concluded that

the American energy posture poses a
threat, and that the nation’s growing
reliance on oil is a weakness, due to
the country’s current recession “re-
ducing reliance (on oil) is not as
important as the economy.”

“It’s time to start developing a new
energy economy,” Vice Admiral
McGinn said, applauding New Jer-
sey as being a leader in pushing en-
ergy efficiency policy.

“We need market certainty and bil-
lions of dollars to get us moving
down the path of energy efficiency,”
Vice Admiral McGinn closed with
before passing the floor on to Rear
Admiral Moresetti, who opened his
statement by jokingly asking the
crowd: “Why is a British admiral
here?”

He explained that his country faces
the same global challenge as the
United States due to a number of
emerging new threats, including cli-
mate change, and the impact it is
having on the world’s food, water,
and energy supplies.

“World trade routes run right
through (the) place hard-hit by
weather and upheaval,” Rear Admi-
ral Moresetti elaborated. “We need
secure, sustainable, affordable energy
(in order) to prosper.”

During the question and answer
portion of the forum, when asked
about the impact of oil dependence
on the military presence in Iraq, Rear
Admiral Moresetti pointed to the “oil
sucking” vehicles used in convoys,
half of which just transport more oil
to power the bases, as costing money
as well as causing lives to be lost.

Another participant asked if the
UK is more effective than the U.S. at
meeting energy reduction goals set
forth by the government.

“The same technology is available
in the UK and the U.S. But as con-
sumers, Americans are much more
demanding,” Rear Admiral Moresetti
said. “You must demand that your car
gets 60 miles per gallon.”

County Housing Fair Offers
Guidance Available Programs

COUNTY – Union County will hold
a Help, Healing and Hope Housing Fair
at Union County College’s Kellogg
Building, 40 West Jersey Street, in down-
town Elizabeth, this Saturday, July 23
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The Housing Fair
is a free public event designed to provide
homeowners, tenants and first time
homebuyers with information and re-
ferrals on foreclosure, weatherization,
and many other housing related issues.

“If you feel confused and over-
whelmed by financial issues related
to housing, or if you’re just looking
for a bit of guidance, I urge you to
join us at the Housing Fair,” Union
County Vice-Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said. “This is the place to
go for solid, reliable information that
can help set you on the right track.”

Counselors and experts at the Hous-
ing Fair will offer information and
referrals in the following areas: af-
fordable housing, financial wellness
(adults/youth), first time home buyer
assistance programs, homebuyer edu-
cation, foreclosure intervention/pre-
vention programs, tenants rights, re-
verse mortgage information, credit
counseling and utility assistance,
weatherization programs and
homelessness assistance.

The Housing Fair is sponsored by
the Union County Foreclosure Task

Force and the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders, with support
from the New Jersey Housing & Mort-
gage Finance Agency (HMFA), Brand
New Day, Inc., NeighborWorks Home
Ownership Center (a U.S. Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) ap-
proved counseling agency), Faith,
Brick & Mortar, Inc., and Affordable
Housing for Union County.

For more information and or to
pre-register, contact Jacqueline
Jenkins at Brand New Day, Inc., (908)
282-0781, ext. 146 or
jackie.j@bndcdc.org

Officials Say PBA Local Out
Of Bounds On Rible Attack
TRENTON — Assembly Minor-

ity Leader Alex DeCroce (R-26,
Whippany) and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) last week
said the recent charge made by an
official of the executive board of State
PBA Local 314 alleging Assembly-
man Dave Rible (R-11, Wall) vio-
lated his membership oath to the union
because he voted for pension and
healthcare reform legislation is “noth-
ing more than a shameful intimida-
tion tactic.”

“The allegation made against Dave
Rible is clearly a payback for the vote
the assemblyman cast to save two
programs that were on the verge of
collapse. Based on the work of As-
semblyman Rible and the legislators
who supported these critical reforms,
the pensions of the members of this
union will now be protected,” Asm.
DeCroce said.

“The union’s coercive message is
that if you don’t support their posi-

tion there will be consequences. Their
disregard for Dave’s advocacy on
behalf of law enforcement, both as a
union member and as an assembly-
man, is a poor reflection on this local
and what it is supposed to stand for.
This trumped up charge is an embar-
rassment that only tarnishes the
union’s reputation.”

“The PBA’s attempt to impugn
the reputation of an excellent leg-
islator because he did not vote as
they would like has backfired,”
Asm. Bramnick said.

“The democratic process worked
when the pension and healthcare
issue was debated, but apparently
this union wants retribution. As-
semblyman Rible has too much
integrity to be intimidated by this
baseless charge. Local 314 should
rethink its actions,” said Asm.
Bramnick, who serves as conference
leader  in the Republican Assembly
Caucus.

Farmer Tiebreaker
On Redistricting Panel

TRENTON – Former Attorney
General John Farmer, Jr. will be the
independent, tiebreaking member of
the commission that will redraw
state’s congressional districts, accord-
ing to news reports.

The commission includes six
Democrats and six Republicans.
Democrats hold a 7-6- edge New
Jersey’s Congressional delegation.
The state will lose one of its 13 seats
during redistricting, a process
whereby the district boundaries are
redrawn to reflect population changes
per the 2010 Census.

Alex Taner for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLIMATE AND SECURITY...Rear Admiral Neil Morisetti, of the British Royal
Navy and the U.K.’s climate and energy security envoy, left, and retired United
States Navy Vice Admiral Dennis McGinn, a former Commander of the U.S.
Third Fleet and former deputy chief of naval operations for warfare requirements
and programs, speak during a Climate Change and National Security Forum at
the Cranford Community Center on July 14. Please see story at right.

Clericuzio, Monteiro Join
Hispanic Advisory Panel

TRENTON — During an after-
noon ceremony at the Department
of State in Trenton Acting Gover-
nor and Secretary of State Kim
Guadagno swore in nine new mem-
bers to the Center for Hispanic
Policy, Research and
Development’s (CHPRD) Advi-
sory Committee.

Named by Governor Christie
last month, the new members rep-
resent a wide cross section of the
state’s Hispanic community lead-
ers and serve as a resource for
state government on Hispanic af-
fairs. Lydia Valencia of Ocean
County was elected as chair-
woman and former Whitman ad-
ministration official and retired
Professor Roland Alum of Hudson
County was elected vice-chair-
man.

“The competitive future of our
state depends on our ability to build
on our greatest strengths, the tal-
ents, skills and the diversity of our
people. Our state’s Hispanic com-
munity is already leading the way
by playing a key role in transform-

ing the economic composure of
our counties and raising the expec-
tations of our people. I am proud
of the work being done at the
CHPRD and look forward to work-
ing alongside its advisory commit-
tee and staff,” Acting Governor
Guadagno said.

“I am confident that this advi-
sory committee and the new lead-
ership of the Center will strengthen
the state’s impact on the lives of
the thousands of the New Jerseyans
it serves. I also look forward to
working with the advisory com-
mittee to continue to meet with
stakeholders and community lead-
ers as we work to elevate the
Center’s role in this administra-
tion and find opportunities for more
collaboration with other programs
areas throughout state govern-
ment.”

Among those members sworn
in by the Acting Governor were
New Jersey Latino Leadership
Alliance of New Jersey member
Anira Sanchez Clericuzio of
Cranford, an attorney and 2002
Union County Republican free-
holder candidate, and New Jersey
City University Council for His-
panic Affairs member Kathy
Monteiro of Westfield, who ran
for the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion in 2009.

Each appointment is for a two-
year term and members serve with-
out compensation. As the Center
continues with a number of their
traditional roles, the new leader-
ship and the advisory committee
will refocus the Center’s work in
four program areas: Hispanic en-
trepreneurship, citizenship and in-
tegration direct services, workforce
development and the continued sup-
port of innovative initiatives that
provide services throughout New
Jersey.

The Center for Hispanic Policy,
Research and Development
(CHPRD) was established in 1975
to address the needs of the Hispanic
community. The office was man-
dated to provide funding for His-
panic initiatives in the state. The
CHPRD has an executive director
and an advisory committee, all ap-
pointed by the Governor. The Sec-
retary of State serves as an ex-offi-
cio member of the advisory com-
mittee.
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