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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DARLING DIVAS…At the July 14 Village Green Summer Concert Series, presented by the Scotch Plains Cultural Arts
Committee, performer Eva the Diva gets the crowd on its feet.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WORTHY CAUSE...At the Village Green Summer Concert Series held July 14,
Don Wussler, left,  of the Scotch Plains 9/11 Memorial Fund Committee, talks to
residents in front of the future site of the memorial.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
POTTER FANS...Harry Potter look-alikes wait outside the Rialto Theatre in
Westfield last Thursday night to see the midnight showing of  Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows — Part 2, the last in a series of seven novels by J.K. Rowling
chronicling the adolescent wizard Harry’s adventures.  See story page 15.

Courtesy of Westfield Police Officer Jeffrey Johnson
UNEXPECTED GUEST…This black bear was photographed in a Westfield
backyard Tuesday morning, taking a break from its tour through Westfield,
Garwood and Cranford. Division of Fish and Wildlife personnel ultimately
tranquilized the bear after it climbed a tree at a Cranford residence.

Police Track Black Bear
Through Three Towns

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Authorities tracked
a black bear as it traveled approxi-
mately three miles through Westfield,
Garwood and Cranford neighbor-
hoods Tuesday morning, even man-
aging to cross a busy Westfield thor-
oughfare during its journey.

Westfield Police Captain Clifford
Auchter told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that police began
monitoring the bear’s movements
about 6:30 a.m. at Mountain and Birch
Avenues in Westfield after receiving a
call. Authorities also contacted the
state NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife.

From Mountain and Birch, the bear
traveled southward through residen-
tial neighborhoods, at one point raid-
ing a backyard bird feeder, Captain
Auchter said. It eventually made its
way onto Oak Avenue and Gallows
Hill Road, and was next seen on
Cranford Avenue before disappear-
ing into Garwood. Captain Auchter
said Garwood police took over the
matter from there.

At one point during its sojourn
through Westfield, the bear crossed
heavily traveled East Broad Street.
“We thought it was unusual that he
was able to cross East Broad Street at
that time of day because it’s very
busy,” said Captain Auchter.

In a statement to The Times,
Garwood Police Chief Bruce
Underhill said members of his de-
partment continued monitoring the
bear while it was within borough
borders, noting the animal eventually
migrated into Cranford.

“All wildlife agencies were con-
tacted and suggested that the bear be
left alone to find its own way,” he said
in the statement.

Sergeant Gerard Quinn of the
Cranford Police Department con-
firmed that Cranford police tracked
the bear through multiple backyards
along Brookside Place and Orchard
Street in the township, until Divi-
sion of Fish and Wildlife personnel
arrived on the scene at about 10:40
a.m.
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Suburban School Districts Scramble,
Most Defer Decision on Added Aid

SP Zoning Board Approves
Units at Park Middle School

By ALEXA ZEPKA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment
held public hearings last Thursday
on appeals from several homeowners
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education (BOE.)

The BOE requested permission to
add two modular classroom units at
Park Middle School, located at 580
Park Avenue. BOE members stated it
was necessary to add these units due
to an increase in enrollment. The
plans have been submitted to the De-
partment of Education in Trenton, as
well as the Township of Scotch Plains.

Park Middle School originally

served as a high school, and many
classrooms were designed with large
class sizes in mind, said BOE mem-
bers. The issue at hand is the capacity
within the school. If modular units
were installed, sixth-, seventh- and
eighth-grade classes could be held
within them. Currently, the building
lot coverage is 27.5 percent, accord-
ing to the BOE, and the two modular
units would add .5 percent to the
coverage, as wooden steps and ramps
would be placed on temporary piers,
or existing grass.

Zoning Board member Chris Abeel
asked about the life expectancy of
these modules, to which a BOE rep-
resentative responded three to five

years. Zoning Board member Rich-
ard Duthie stated, “[The modular
units] would be taking on the appear-
ance of permanent structures even
though they are temporary.”

According to a BOE representa-
tive, these units would not interfere
with parking spaces and would be
placed behind the school, as far out of
view as possible.

Homeowners living near Park
Middle School who were in atten-
dance opposed the instillation of the
units due to storm water drainage,
which they said could potentially
cause damage to their homes. Ac-
cording to several homeowners who
addressed the board, the water drains
beneath the modules are not being
cleaned, which leads to storm water
runoff flowing downhill into private
properties. Despite opposition, the
board granted the variance, stipulat-
ing there must be appropriate storm
water management.

Michael Banic addressed the board
seeking permission to construct a six-
foot-high fence and two sliding gates
in the front-yard area of his property,
located at 1630 Raritan Road.
Cranford attorney Christopher
Howard, representing Mr. Banic, ex-
plained that the piers of the fence are
five feet, six inches high, but that the
fence itself would only be five feet
high. The concern of the board was
exactly where the fence and gates
would be placed. Mr. Banic stated,
“Basically, we [his family] are look-
ing for privacy, not security.”

Board Chairman Ken Anderson
called for a revision to Mr. Banic’s
plan, which would consist of a more
specific drawing showing the dis-
tance from the structure to the street
and property. The case will be contin-
ued on Thursday, September 8.

Jerry Lipshitz requested a variance
to construct a two-story addition at
the rear of his home located at 19
Canterbury Drive. The proposed ad-
dition would be 16-feet, eight inches
in height, which Mr. Lipshitz stated
was necessary in order to accommo-
date his extended family. The board
was apprehensive that the requested

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Throughout the state, sub-
urban school districts decided this
week on how to allocate their share of
additional state school aid announced
by the Christie Administration on
July 12. Additional aid of $600 mil-
lion was announced,  $150 million of
which applies to suburban districts.
Only suburban districts were required
to decide whether to allocate it for tax
relief, or apply it to spending. Dis-
tricts were required to file their deci-
sions by July 19.

According to guidelines issued by
the New Jersey Department of Edu-
cation (NJDOE)*, districts that do
not apply the additional money for
tax relief this year, or use the money
in the current budget, can defer the
funds to the 2012-13 and 2013-2014
school budgets.

The Westfield Board of Education

(BOE) met Friday at 4:30 p.m. at
which time it voted to spend the
money, $846,000, as part of this year’s
school budget. Westfield received
$448,345 in state aid last year and
received $1.3 million for 2011-2012.
The new total puts its aid at $2.1
million.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
e-mailed all municipal school dis-
tricts in the county seeking informa-
tion on how the additional aid would

be allocated. In addition, an inquiry
was made to the NJDOE on how
districts had responded by Tuesday’s
deadline.

“At this point, I cannot quantify the
number of districts and how they’ve
chosen to use the money,” said Allison
Kobus, a spokeswoman with the
DOE. “This information is being re-
ported to the executive county super-
intendents by the districts.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Westfield BOE Rejects Tax
Relief Option at Meeting

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education (WFBOE) held a
special meeting Friday afternoon, July
15, at 4:30 p.m. called by Board Presi-
dent Julia Walker.

Mrs. Walker stated that on July 14,
the board received an e-mail from
Governor Chris Christie’s office on
how to use the additional school aid,
either in its entirety, or in part. Mrs.
Walker notified the press of the meet-
ing by noon last Friday.

At the meeting, the board rejected
a motion (2 “Yes” – 7 “No”) to use the
$846,000 of additional state aid for
tax relief. The New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education (NJDOE) an-
nounced this aid last week. BOE
members Mitch Slater and David Finn
cast the two “Yes” votes.

The board then approved by a 9-0
vote to allocate that money toward
the coming school year budget.

Mrs. Walker noted that it was nec-
essary to call the special, last-minute
meeting due to vacation schedules of
those involved. She was leaving for
vacation the next day.

As the meeting was not
“Sunshined” per the Open Public
Meeting Act requiring 48-hour no-
tice to the public, a vote was first
taken by the board to permit the meet-
ing to occur and with the sole purpose
of the meeting being to allocate the
$846,000 of additional state aid pro-
vided to Westfield as announced this
week by the NJDOE.

All nine board members and
Vincent Yaniro (interim business ad-
ministrator, board secretary) were

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Devanney, 49, Retires as County Mgr.;
Genievich, 53, to Retire as Deputy

COUNTY – Union County Manager
George Devanney announced Tuesday
his retirement effective August 1. Mr.
Devanney, who has been employed with
the county since 1997, has been county
manager since 2002.

Also retiring is Deputy County Man-
ager Elizabeth Genievich, 53, who serves
as director of Administrative Services.
Her retirement becomes effective Febru-
ary 2, 2012. She joined the county in the
late 1990s as freeholder clerk. Their re-
tirements follow that of Lawrence
Caroselli, who retired in May as finance
director after 35 years with the county.

Mr. Devanney, 49, resides in Berkeley
Heights with his wife, Angie, a former
county employee and former Berkeley
Heights administrator, and their children.

“I would like to thank our residents,
the Freeholders, and the many public
officials and private partners who I’ve
worked with over the years in making
Union County one of the greatest places
to raise a family and work. There have
been many challenging issues, and the
past few years in particular have pre-
sented many difficulties at the govern-
mental level, but working together with
a dedicated county government team
we’ve been able to do great things for
Union County,” Mr. Devanney said,
adding he will continue his involvement
on various boards and community orga-
nizations.

Mr. Devanney replaced Michael
Lapolla, a Westfield resident, in 2002 as
manager upon Mr. Lapolla’s appoint-
ment as executive director of the New
Jersey Turnpike Authority. Prior to his
tenure as manager, Mr. Devanney was
deputy county manager and director of
the Union County Department of Eco-
nomic Development, now known as the
Department of Parks and Community
Renewal. Before that, he was director of
policy and planning for the City of Eliza-
beth under Mayor Chris Bollwage.

He also was executive director of the
New Jersey Democratic Committee, spe-
cial assistant to the New Jersey Senate
president, and chief legislative aide for
the 20th Legislative District for Senator
Ray Lesniak, his uncle, and the district’s
two assembly members. Mr. Devanney is
a 1984 graduate of Rutgers University in
New Brunswick, where he earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Political Science.

Freeholder Board Vice-Chairman Al
Mirabella, a Fanwood resident, said, “We
have an incredibly talented staff and our
preference would be to fill the job inter-
nally.”

Mr. Devanney added he had been think-
ing of retirement for the past year, noting
that pension and retirement changes
weighed in his decision, as well as his
desire to spend more time with his family.

George Devanney 2007 archive


