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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
SIDEWALK SHOPPING...Shoppers browse through the merchandise at Roman
Boutique, a boutique on Elm Street, looking for deals at the  annual downtown
Westfield Sidewalk Sale Days event held last week.
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actually increases, Mr. Smith said,
from 75 to 136. “It’s not really a
reduction in use for Lots 2 and 3,”
he said to the architect, who con-
firmed his comment.

Tim Boyle, co-owner of 16 Pros-
pect Street, asked if the bar at
Ferraro’s would conform to the lim-
its described in the town ordinance.
Ferraro’s conditional liquor license
allowed the restaurant to serve alco-
holic beverages to customers’ tables
but did not allow the restaurant to
run a full-service bar at which cus-
tomers could sit and order drinks
and food. Mr. Boyle was told that
his question, which came after Ms.
Daugherty spoke, was not relevant
to her testimony.

According to resident John Blake,
the license requires that 75 percent
of seating be on the first floor, with
access to the street. The board called
a five-minute recess; after it re-
emerged, Mr. Blake continued, say-
ing, “You have a rather large bar on
the first floor. Specifically, nobody
is allowed to eat or drink at a counter
at a restaurant in Westfield when it
has a [conditional] liquor license.
Why would you put a bar for 19 feet
on the first floor when nobody is
allowed to sit at it?”

Chairman Wilt responded, say-

ing, “If you’re presuming they’re
going to run some sort of bar opera-
tion like 16 Prospect, we don’t have
control over that. So, we can’t en-
force that. I doubt they would jeop-
ardize the liquor license they do
have right now by sneak through,
serving drinks at the bar.”

Mr. Elbert objected to the line of
questioning, saying it was not an
issue the applicant or architect was
there to address.

“I just find it absurd that you’re
asked to accept drawings that will
never be allowed,” Mr. Blake noted.

At this point, the board went into
executive session.

Later in the evening, Mr. Wilt
said the board wanted to “clarify”
certain “new information that was
brought up tonight,” choosing to
carry the matter to the August 1
meeting. Mr. Elbert has one more
witness to question.

After the meeting, planning board
member and town councilman Jim
Foerst told The Westfield Leader
the application may not be as simple
as once thought.

“Clearly, it’s not,” he said. “Now
you’ve implicated both the town
code and the zoning ordinance. Plus,
there’s the state liquor law that
comes into play.”
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WF Hears Ferraro Plan

Courtesy of Walter Korfmacher
CHAIN GANG...On July 15, Sgt. McErlean and Det. Lisa Perrotta of the
Westfield Police Department donated 20 used bikes to the Westfield Knights of
Columbus (KOC). The KOC worked with Warren Rorden of the Rotary Club to
arrange for the bikes to be picked up by Pedals for Progress (www.p4p.org), a
nonprofit group that ships the bikes to third world countries for individuals there
to use for transportation. Pictured, left to right are: Walter Korfmacher of
Westfield KOC, David Schweidenback of Pedals for Progress, Det. Perrotta and
Mr. Rorden.

Scotch Plains Village Green Summer Concert Series by Betsey Burgdorf

beth under Mayor Chris Bollwage.
He also was executive director of

the New Jersey Democratic Com-
mittee, special assistant to the New
Jersey Senate president, and chief
legislative aide for the 20th Legis-
lative District for Senator Ray
Lesniak, his uncle, and the district’s
two assembly members.

 Mr. Devanney is a 1984 graduate
of Rutgers University in New
Brunswick, where he earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Political Sci-
ence.

Freeholder Board Vice-Chairman
Al Mirabella, a Fanwood resident,
said the county is looking to fill the
manager’s spot among its current
employees.

“We have an incredibly talented
staff and our preference would be
to fill the job internally,” Freeholder
Mirabella said.

Mr. Devanney added he had been
thinking of retirement for the past
year, noting that pension and retire-
ment changes weighed in his deci-

sion, as well as his desire to spend
more time with his family. He added
he has been enjoying coaching his
son’s PAL team in Berkeley Heights,
and will continue to devote time to
it next season.

Professionally, Mr. Devanney
said the time is right for him to
continue to “seek new challenges”
and explore new opportunities
with his  wife and her  fi rm,
Keywood Strategies, in the pri-
vate sector.

Freeholder Chairwoman Deborah
Scanlon thanked Mr. Devanney for
his years of service. “George’s man-
agement has proven to be top-
notch,” Freeholder Scanlon said.
“He has implemented the policies
of the board with the utmost profes-
sionalism, and was not afraid to
make tough decisions. He had the
foresight to initiate innovative and
meaningful projects long before
they were popular elsewhere. His
leadership and vision will be
missed.”
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Devanney, Genievich Retire

He said that there was another sce-
nario whereby the money would ef-
fectively flow to the 2013-2014 school
budget.

Mr. Yaniro said the County School
Superintendent had told him last
week that he was going on vacation
on July 25 and that any budget revi-
sions requiring his approval would
have to be done before that date.
Mr. Yaniro told the board that he
was going on vacation that Sunday,
July 17 and that any budget revi-
sion required of him would have to
be done prior to then.

The public had approved the ex-
isting $92 million budget by vote in
April.

Considerable discussion ensued
by the board as to the meaning,
options, requirements and sched-
ule issues presented by the NJDOE.
Mrs. Walker said I think this is a
“test”. Mr. Yaniro admitted that he’s
never seen anything like this before
from the State – “This is crazy,” and
if we can’t meet the county
superintendent’s schedule, “What
are they going to do (to us)?”

Mr. Finn said his opinion was
clear and that 50 percent of the
money should be for tax relief, 25
percent should go to eliminate the
student activity fee and the remain-
der should go to the budget. “It’s
not our [the board’s] money,” he
said. He also noted the school sys-
tem achieved marvelous results the
past year (with a budget less than
that desired by the board).

Mrs. Walker recalled that about
$192,000 has already been collected
for student activity fees; and that,
on tax relief, $86 returned to the
taxpayers would of little meaning,
or $43 should it be 50 percent; fur-
ther, the county tax office has not
yet completed the property assess-
ment evaluations.

Mr. Friedman commented that al-
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Westfield Rejects Tax Relief
though he was new to the board
(three months), that he had asked
Superintendent Dolan for a priority
list should there be “found money”
and that he has not yet received
such a list.

Mrs. Cary responded, holding up
a June 17 memo, saying it con-
tained the list.

Mr. Friedman replied that the
memo contained only generalities
and that there were no costs associ-
ated, since “found money” was
never contemplated.

Mrs. Leiz said that she remem-
bers in the past where the board had
provided tax relief but they (the
board) had not received any credit
for it (from the public). She also
commented that it’s a 12-year ef-
fort (education), requiring expen-
ditures now before results are evi-
dent.

Mr. Mattessich said his position
was to vote for maximum flexibil-
ity, and that it was financially in-
flexible to give the money for tax
relief.

Mr. Slater commented on tax re-
lief, (it is a) struggle, this is an
opportunity to do [it].

Mrs. Walker, Mrs. Cleary, Mrs.
Cary and Mrs. Leiz discussed the
many ways the money should be
spent including: counseling, librar-
ian, transition professional, custo-
dians, new computers and supplies.

BOE President Walker noted that
their decision today [Friday] would
be discussed at the public meeting
on July 26.

The board then voted 9-0 to allo-
cate the $846,000 to the school bud-
get and instructed Mr. Yaniro to
make the necessary budget in-
creases and file the paperwork seek-
ing county approval before his va-
cation starting that Sunday.

The meeting of a little over one-
hour was then adjourned.

municipal school districts in the county
seeking information on how the addi-
tional aid would be allocated. In addi-
tion, an inquiry was made to the
NJDOE on how districts had re-
sponded by Tuesday’s deadline.

“At this point, I cannot quantify the
number of districts and how they’ve
chosen to use the money,” said Allison
Kobus, a spokeswoman with the DOE.
“This information is being reported to
the executive county superintendents
by the districts.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) was
unable to get a quorum for a BOE
meeting, according to BOE President
Norman “Trip” Whitehouse. In a fol-
low-up e-mail from Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes on Tuesday
she said, “Given the time constraints,
it was not possible for the board to
make any decision that would meet
the July 19 deadline relative to fund-
ing.”

The SP-F district received $659,000
in aid for the 2010-2011 school year
and was set to secure $1.4 million this
year. Under the revised state aid fig-
ures, the district will now garner an-
other $770,350 for total aid of $2.2
million.

Mountainside Chief School Admin-
istrator Jeanette Baubles said the
borough’s school board, “has been
advised that it would be in their best
interest to defer the use of the addi-
tional state aid until fiscal year 2012-
2013.”

“Therefore, there will be no need
for an emergency board of education
meeting. The $144,651 in additional
state aid will serve as tax relief,” Ms.
Baubles said via e-mail on Monday.

Mountainside received $58,000 in
state aid last year and was to have
received $202,718 this year before the
increased aid was announced by the
NJDOE, bringing the new total to
$347,369.

New Providence Superintendent of

Schools David Miceli said his board
of education has opted to defer the
money to future years as the district’s
$33-million budget contained a flat
school tax this year and maintained
existing programs.

“In this year’s budget we are in
good shape and we are not going to
utilize it [additional aid]” in the 2011-
2012 budget, Mr. Miceli said.

Hillside Board of Education Busi-
ness Administrator and Board Secre-
tary Ken Weinheimer said the Hillside
Board of Education “gave back
$1,650,000 in tax relief for 2010-11
and $1,200,000 in tax relief in 2011-
12 through the budget process,” not-
ing the use of surplus funds “kept the
tax levy at zero increase for the FY ’11
and FY ’12 years.”

“The additional aid for 2011-12 will
be used in the budget for capital
projects,” Mr. Weinheimer responded
in an e-mail on Tuesday.

Hillside received another $478,600
on top of the $19.5 million the district
was to have received for total state aid
of $20 million out of a nearly $50
million budget, according to a pub-
lished school budget on the Hillside
BOE’s website.

Westfield Tax Collector Susan Noon
said the new tax rates will not be out
until September and will impact fourth
quarter tax bills that are due Novem-
ber 1. Estimated third quarter bills in
Westfield were mailed in June and are
due August 1. Ms. Noon said she is
waiting for state aid figures per tax-
payer. New this year, this information
must be included with property tax
bills.

In a memorandum* to municipal
clerks, tax collectors, county tax ad-
ministrators and chief financial offic-
ers, Thomas Neff, Director of the Di-
vision of Local Government Services
of the Department of Community Af-
fairs, said, “Because property tax rates
have not been certified by the county
board of taxation, this aid allows boards
of education…to reconsider their [Fis-
cal Year] 2011-2012 budgets and re-
duce their property tax levies by rec-
ognizing the new aid as revenue in
their budgets.”

Mr. Neff said the Department of
Education and the Division of Local
Government Services would work to
release all statements of state aid by
today, Thursday, July 21, “so county
tax boards can certify tax rates, and
printing of property tax bills can start.”

When asked for comment on how
the money should be spent, State Sen-
ate Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
21, Westfield) issued the following
statement: “Schools should spend
these new dollars wisely, understand-
ing that New Jersey taxpayers deserve
property tax relief. However, each
school board was given the latitude to
decide what is best for the students
they serve,” Sen. Kean said.

* Published on the Garden State
Coalition of Schools website – see
page 4.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Suburban Districts

Family, Friends of WF Man
Say Sentence Was Too Light

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Dora Mendez, 71,
of Garwood pled guilty on Friday morn-
ing to vehicular manslaughter and as-
sault by automobile in the 2009 death
of Kirk Kinkade, 36, of Westfield.
Under a plea agreement, Mendez re-
ceived permanent suspension of her
license, five years probation, and 180
days of house arrest, during which she
will be able to go to work, church,
doctor visits and the grocery store.

State Superior Court Judge Stuart
Peim allowed friends and family in the
audience to address him at sentencing.
Approximately 20 friends and family
members were present in the court-
room, several of whom spoke about
their love for Mr. Kinkade and their
feelings that the sentence was too light.

On April 5, 2009, Mr. Kinkade was
walking on the sidewalk along North
Avenue near the war memorial when
Mendez’s 2008 Toyota Highlander
jumped the curb, striking Mr. Kinkade
and throwing his body across East
Broad Street. He was pronounced dead
at the scene. No drugs, alcohol or cell
phones were involved in the accident,
authorities reported.

At the time of his death, Mr. Kinkade
was employed at the Westfield Area
“Y” in Westfield as a personal trainer
and as a substitute teacher in the
Westfield school system. A native of
New Jersey, he graduated magna cum
laude with a Bachelor of Arts degree
from Rutgers in 1995 and had worked
as an English teacher for adults in
Argentina.

Attorney Jason Charles Matey, who
represented Mendez, said he and his
client “give our deepest sympathy and
prayers to Kirk Kinkade’s family.” He
said Mendez had “never committed a
crime in her life” and that “she will
never recover from this.” Mr. Matey
alluded to issues with Toyota vehicles
having mechanical failures as a cause
of the accident, but said that his client
takes full responsibility for the death of
Mr. Kinkade.

Duncan Smythe, Mr. Kinkade’s

friend and roommate, called Mr.
Kinkade the “finest person I’ve ever
known.” He told the judge that he felt
the prosecutor did not even try, and was
allowing Mendez to “get away with it.”
Through his tears, he urged Judge Peim,
“Please don’t tell us that Kirk Kinkade’s
life has no value.”

Nancy Humphrey told Judge Peim
how much her friendship with Mr.
Kinkade meant to her and that, “I think
the defendant needs to share in those
tears.”

“He had the biggest heart,” his sister,
Joyce McCurry, told the judge. “We
had a wonderful family chain and it is
broken.”

Mr. Kinkade’s uncle, Jay Dowling,
told the judge that despite Mendez’s
attorney’s statements regarding issues
with Toyotas, the defendant had ini-
tially told police that there were no
problems with her car, and an exami-
nation of the vehicle showed no me-
chanical issues.

Mr. Kinkade’s niece, Alexus
McCurry, attempted to read a passage
from a book she wrote about her uncle,
but was so emotional she was unable to
speak and brought tears to the eyes of
some of the court staff.

“A life was extinguished far too
early,” Assistant Prosecutor James
Donnelly said. He said he stood by his
decision for the plea agreement, say-
ing that he felt expert testimony could
cause reasonable doubt with a jury, and
asked the judge to enforce the plea
agreement in its strictest terms.

On her own behalf, Mendez told the
judge, with the aid of an interpreter,
that she regrets what happened and that
she, “cannot be a whole person again.”

Before handing down the sentence,
Judge Peim told the family and friends
present, “I appreciate what you said”
and that his initial reaction was that it
was a light sentence. He added that the
plea agreement was not about the harm
that was caused, but more about the
strengths and weaknesses of the case.

“No penalty can ever compensate
any friends or family for loss of life,”
Judge Peim said.

rived on the scene at about 10:40 a.m.
The bear had climbed a tree in the

backyard of a residence at Orchard
and Estelle Streets. Fish and Wildlife
personnel tranquilized the bear and
took custody of it. Sergeant Quinn
said he did not know where the bear
was being transported but that, “they
were taking it out of the area.”

While police could not determine
the age of the bear, Sergeant Quinn
said its estimated weight was 160
pounds.

In his statement to The Leader,
Chief Underhill advised residents that
bears are wild animals, “and all cau-
tion should be used if encountered.
Additionally, it is highly suggested
that residents secure any gates to their
yards and keep all garbage in plastic
bags and inside lidded garbage cans
to cut down on odors.”
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