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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
MONEY MATTERS…The Westfield Board of Education (BOE) held an emergency meeting last Friday to decide on the
allocation of addition state aid in the amount of $846,000. The BOE unanimously decided to spend the money rather than
return it to taxpayers. Pictured, left to right, are: Interim Business Administrator and Board Secretary Vincent Yaniro,
Mitch Slater, Jane Clancy, Ginny Leiz, BOE President Julia Walker, BOE Vice-President Richard Mattessich, Ann Ormsby
Cary, David Finn, Rosanne Kurstedt and Mark Friedman.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FANCY FENDER...A variety of unique and unusual automobiles from several
different decades could be found at Cranford Cruiser Night held July 14 in
downtown Cranford including this three-windowed, 1933 Ford Coupe. For
additional photos, view the newspaper online visiting the Cranford sports section
located on pages 4-5.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
POTTER FANS...Harry Potter look-alikes wait outside the Rialto Theatre in
Westfield last Thursday to see the midnight showing of  Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows — Part 2, the last in a series of seven novels by J.K. Rowling
chronicling the adolescent wizard Harry’s adventures. The long line of fans
waiting to see the acclaimed series wrapped around the corner and down Central
Avenue. See story page 15.

Police Track Black Bear
Through Three Towns

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Authorities tracked
a black bear as it traveled approxi-
mately three miles through Westfield,
Garwood and Cranford neighbor-
hoods Tuesday morning, even man-
aging to cross a busy Westfield thor-
oughfare during its journey.

Westfield Police Captain Clifford
Auchter told The Westfield Leader
that police began monitoring the
bear’s movements about 6:30 a.m. at
Mountain and Birch Avenues in
Westfield after receiving a call. Au-
thorities also contacted the state Di-
vision of Fish and Wildlife.

From Mountain and Birch, the bear
traveled southward through residen-
tial neighborhoods, at one point raid-
ing a backyard bird feeder, Captain
Auchter said. It eventually made its
way onto Oak Avenue and Gallows
Hill Road, and was next seen on
Cranford Avenue before disappear-
ing into Garwood. Captain Auchter
said Garwood police took over the

matter from there.
At one point during its sojourn

through Westfield, the bear crossed
heavily traveled East Broad Street.
“We thought it was unusual that he
was able to cross East Broad Street at
that time of day because it’s very
busy,” said Captain Auchter.

In a statement to The Leader,
Garwood Police Chief Bruce
Underhill said members of his de-
partment continued monitoring the
bear while it was within borough
borders, noting the animal eventually
migrated into Cranford.

“All wildlife agencies were con-
tacted and suggested that the bear be
left alone to find its own way,” he said
in the statement.

Sergeant Gerard Quinn of the
Cranford Police Department con-
firmed that Cranford police tracked
the bear through multiple backyards
along Brookside Place and Orchard
Street in the township, until Division
of Fish and Wildlife personnel ar-

Courtesy: Westfield Police Officer Jeffrey Johnson
UNEXPECTED GUEST…This black bear was photographed in a Westfield
backyard Tuesday morning, taking a break from its tour through Westfield,
Garwood and Cranford. New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife personnel
ultimately tranquilized the bear after it climbed a tree at a Cranford residence.

Westfield Board Hears Ferraro’s
Restaurant Plan; Defers Action

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Planning Board heard an appeal by
Palmiro Ferraro, Inc. on Monday to
re-build Ferraro’s Restaurant at its
former Elm Street location. Follow-
ing a multi-hour hearing and execu-
tive session, Chairman Vince Wilt
said the board would continue the
hearing on Monday, August 1 after
new information had come to light
and needed to be “clarified.”

Palmiro Ferraro, Inc. is seeking
preliminary and final major site-plan
approval, with variances, to construct
a three-story restaurant on two lots

that it owns. The applicant is planning
to build the structure at Lots 2, a three-
story building adjacent to an State
Farm agency, and 3. Ferraro’s had also
rented Lot 4, which housed its newest
addition and service bar, but did not
incorporate it into its new plans.

Extensive fire damage from a May
5 blaze destroyed the restaurant,
which has been a Westfield mainstay
since 1969. The fire completely de-
stroyed Lot 3, leaving nothing but the
foundation. Lot 2 was deemed unin-
habitable, and Lot 4 sustained heavy
smoke damage; all parts were con-
demned.

According to Palmiro Ferraro, Inc.

officer Lina Ferraro DiPietro, the gen-
eral concept of the design is to “keep
the same look as before,” featuring
French doors and stucco, as well as
reusing one of the existing signs.

Previously, the restaurant, by ordi-
nance, was required to have 156 park-
ing spaces. Ferraro’s used a valet
service, which brought cars to a pri-
vate lot owned by the Weldon Com-
pany on Central Avenue, that could
fit 70 vehicles.

With occupancy dropping from 300
to about 270, Ms. DiPietro said the
required amount of parking spaces
had dropped from 156 to 136. She
said the restaurant would continue its
off-site valet arrangement and, due to
customer satisfaction, keep its take-
out operation at the South Elmer
Street location.

Following Ms. DiPietro’s testi-
mony, attorney Richard Elbert ques-
tioned his second expert, architect
Nancy Daugherty, on the makeup of
the 40-foot structure.

She said the first floor would fea-
ture family-style dining. It would have
a waiting area and bar, and seat 104.
The second floor would be consid-
ered a “fine-dining floor” and seat
88. The third floor could house over-
flow family-style dining, or be used
as a waiting area for those on the first
floor; in addition, it may be used for
private parties. All told, nearly 80
people could stay on this level.

Ms. Daugherty spoke of the Ferraro
family’s desire to “make sure we use
steel; this will be a steel building with
concrete block, concrete stucco.” She
said the woods would be mahogany
and noted that everything chosen was
a “quality material.”

Mr. Elbert asked Ms. Daugherty
directly if the proposal was “consis-
tent with the business district” and if
the “public interest would be best-
served” if the project went forward;
both times Ms. Daugherty answered
in the affirmative.

Board member Francis Smith
wanted to clarify one item. He said at
present, Lots 2 and 3 would require
75 spaces. The 156-space figure took
into account Lot 4, which Ferraro’s
does not plan to utilize. The usage
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Devanney, 49, Retires as County Mgr.;
Genievich, 53, to Retire as Deputy

COUNTY – Union County Man-
ager George Devanney announced
Tuesday his retirement effective Mon-
day, August 1. Mr. Devanney, who
has been employed with the county
since 1997, has been county manager
since 2002.

Also retiring is Deputy County
Manager Elizabeth Genievich, 53,
who serves as director of the Depart-
ment of Administrative Services. Her
retirement becomes effective Febru-
ary 2, 2012. She joined the county in
the late 1990s as freeholder clerk.
Their retirements follow that of
Lawrence Caroselli, who retired in
May as finance director after 35 years
with the county.

“I have been privileged for the past
three decades to serve the residents of
Union County and the State of New
Jersey in public life,” said Mr.
Devanney, 49, a lifelong resident of
Union County who resides in Berke-
ley Heights with his wife, Angie, a
former county employee and former
Berkeley Heights administrator, and
their children.

“I would like to thank our resi-
dents, the Freeholders, and the many
public officials and private partners
who I’ve worked with over the years
in making Union County one of the
greatest places to raise a family and
work. There have been many chal-
lenging issues, and the past few years
in particular have presented many
difficulties at the governmental level,
but working together with a dedi-
cated county government team we’ve
been able to do great things for Union
County,” he said, adding he will con-

tinue his involvement on various
boards and community organizations.

Mr. Devanney replaced Michael
Lapolla, a Westfield resident, in 2002
as manager upon Mr. Lapolla’s ap-
pointment as executive director of
the New Jersey Turnpike Authority.
Prior to his tenure as manager, Mr.
Devanney was deputy county man-
ager and director of the Union County
Department of Economic Develop-
ment, now known as the Department
of Parks and Community Renewal.
Before that, he was director of policy
and planning for the City of Eliza-
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George Devanney, Archives 2007

Westfield BOE Rejects Tax Relief
Option at Special Meeting

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education (WFBOE) held a
special meeting Friday afternoon, July
15, at 4:30 p.m. called by board presi-
dent Julia Walker.

Mrs. Walker stated that on July 14,
the board received an email from
Governor Chris Christie’s office on
how to use the additional school aid,
either in its entirety, or in part. Mrs.
Walker notified the press of the meet-
ing by noon last Friday.

At the meeting, the board rejected
a motion (2 “Yes” – 7 “No”) to use the
$846,000 of additional state aid for
tax relief. The New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education (NJDOE) an-
nounced this aid last week. BOE
members Mitch Slater and David Finn
were the two “Yes” votes.

The board then approved by a 9-0
vote to allocate that money into the
coming school year budget.

Mrs. Walker noted that it was nec-
essary to call the special, last minute
meeting due to vacation schedules of
those involved. She was leaving for
vacation the next day.

As the meeting was not

“Sunshined” per the Open Public
Meeting Act requiring 48-hour no-
tice to the public, a vote was first
taken by the board to permit the meet-
ing to occur and with the sole purpose
of the meeting being to allocate the
$846,000 of additional state aid pro-
vided to Westfield as announced this
week by the NJDOE.

All nine board members and
Vincent Yaniro (interim bus. admin-
istrator, board secretary) were present.
School Superintendent Margaret
Dolan was not present as she was on
vacation, returning to the office Tues-
day, July 19. The vote to sanction the
meeting passed 9-0. The board mem-
bers are Mrs. Walker, Vice-President
Richard Mattessich, Mark Friedman,

Jane Clancy, Rosanne Kurstedt,
Ginny Leiz, Ann Ormsby Cary, Mr.
Finn and Mr. Slater.

At the opening of the sanctioned
meeting, Mr. Yaniro summarized let-
ters received from the NJDOE on
July 12-14 whereby he said it was
stipulated that school boards must
notify the NJDOE by Tuesday
evening, July 19 of how boards in-
tend to use the additional state aid
money. He said the NJDOE recom-
mended that the money be used for
Tax Relief (given to the property tax-
payers); and if not, a revised budget
must be submitted to County Super-
intendent of Schools Thomas
Passinent for approval.
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Suburban Districts Scramble,
Most Defer Decision on Aid

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Throughout the state, sub-
urban school districts decided this
week on how to allocate their share of
additional state school aid announced
by the Christie Administration on
July 12. Additional aid of $600 mil-
lion was announced,  $150 million of
which applies to suburban districts.
Only suburban districts were required
to decide whether to allocate it for tax
relief, or apply it to spending. Dis-
tricts were required to file their deci-
sions by July 19.

According to guidelines issued by
the New Jersey Department of Edu-

cation (NJDOE)*, districts that do
not apply the additional money for
tax relief this year, or use the money
in the current budget, can defer the
funds to the 2012-2013 and 2013-
2014 school budgets.

The Westfield Board of Education
(BOE) met Friday at 4:30 p.m. at
which time it voted to spend the
money, $846,000, as part of this year’s
school budget. Westfield received
$448,345 in state aid last year and
received $1.3 million for 2011-2012.
The new total puts its aid at $2.1
million.

The Westfield Leader e-mailed all
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