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THE HISTORIC ADDAMS FAMILY HOME! This Circa 1900’s 9 room, 6 BR, 2-1/2 bath historically registered property
is the former residence of well-known, Charles Addams.   It was in this very house that the mastermind idea behind the
pop culture show, The Addams Family first culminated.  This show went on to become a hit TV series, a successful
movie and a huge broadway  sensation.  The house has been lovingly preserved and features a Formal Living Rm. w/fplc;
a Formal Dining Rm. w/butler’s pantry; EIK  w/granite countertops and slider to deck.  The yard is beautifully landscaped
and has a 2 car detached garage w/potting shed, ideal for the  garden enthusiast.   Don’t miss this exceptional opportunity
to own this landmark home. Call for details! DIR: Dudley to Elm Street.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, JUNE 17TH • 1-4 PM

522 Elm Street, Westfield $839,000

Search for
homes

from your
cell phone!
Text “jbcb”
to “87778”

Kean University Implements Changes to Maintain Accreditation, Remove Warning
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — On June 23, Kean Uni-
versity was issued a warning by the
Middle States Commission on Higher
Education (Commission) that its ac-
creditation may be in jeopardy. The
warning was issued due to a lack of
evidence that the university is cur-
rently in compliance with Commis-
sion standards, specifically Standard
7 (Institutional Assessment) and 14
(Assessment of Student Learning.)
Kean University, accredited since
1960, remains accredited while on
warning.

According to its website msche.org,
the Middle States Commission on
Higher Education is a voluntary, non-
governmental, membership associa-
tion that defines, maintains and pro-
motes educational excellence across
institutions with diverse missions, stu-

dent populations, and resources.
Middle States accreditation instills
public confidence in a school’s insti-
tutional mission, goals, performance
and resources through its rigorous
accreditation standards and their en-
forcement. The accrediting process
is intended to strengthen and sustain
the quality and integrity of higher
education, making it worthy of pub-
lic confidence and minimizing the
scope of external control.

Spokesperson for Kean University
Steve Hudik told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, “Accreditation means a uni-
versity meets certain goals and stan-
dards. Schools strive to be accredited
by different organizations such as
Middle States.” To earn Middle States’
seal of approval, institutions must
meet 14 standards. “In our own self-
study, we met 12 standards,” Mr.

Hudik said. “We need improvement
in two areas.”

Kean University Associate Vice
President of Academic Affairs Dr.
Ken Sanders said after Kean con-
ducted the self-study by a team com-
prised of approximately 100 faculty,
staff and students, it had already iden-
tified the fact that the university was
lacking in Standard 7 and 14. The
self-study began in November of
2008, and was submitted to the Com-
mission in February of 2011. In April,
Dr. Sanders spoke to a Commission
representative who verbally gave him
recommendations. On June 23, the
Commission issued the warning in
writing.

“Their [Middle States] findings
essentially confirmed our finding,”
Mr. Hudik said.

Dr. Sanders told The Leader and
The Times that in 2006 the Commis-
sion revised its standards, making
changes to three standards, including
Standard 7 and 14. Since accredita-
tion evaluations are conducted every
10 years, Dr. Sanders stated the up-
dated revisions made it difficult for
institutions to immediately be in com-
pliance.

According to msche.org, Standard
7, Institutional Assessment, requires
the institution to develop and imple-
ment an assessment process that
evaluates its overall effectiveness in
achieving its mission and goals. An
institution seeking accreditation must
develop clearly articulated written
statements as to its goals and assess

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOUNTAIN OF KNOWLEDGE...Kean University in Union received a warning
from the Middle States Commission on Higher Education for failure to monitor
its own institutional effectiveness and its assessment of student learning. The
university has begun to implement changes, which it will present to the Commis-
sion in March 2012.

the achievement of the goals. The
institution is then required to use the
results of the assessments to improve
programs and services, while docu-
menting the process.

Kean was cited under Standard 7
for its documentation shortfalls. “We
are now creating a systematic ap-
proach to the manner in which we
document,” Dr. Sanders stated. “We
are constantly looking at what we can
do to improve — even evaluating the
evaluation process.”

Standard 14, Assessment of Stu-
dent Learning, was the second stan-
dard deemed an area in need of im-
provement. Assessment of student

learning demonstrates that, “at gradu-
ation, or other appropriate points, the
institution’s students have knowledge,
skills, and competencies consistent
with institutional and appropriate
higher education goals.”

Dr. Sanders said Kean addressed
the insufficiency in this standard by
hiring Lamont Rouse, a Kean gradu-
ate, to head the newly created Office
of Assessment. Mr. Rouse is respon-
sible for evaluating “what our stu-
dents learn and what we want them to
learn,” Dr. Sanders said. “The indi-
vidual with the most tools in their
toolbox has the best chance of getting
the job.”

Dr. Sanders stated Kean, who has a
“155-year history of training the best
and most teachers in New Jersey,”
was reaccredited by NCATE last year.
He noted that 25 percent of Kean
students receive teaching degrees, and
pointed out NCATE, an organization
that issues accreditation based on
standards of teacher preparation,
made no recommendations for im-
provement and uses Kean as a model
on its website.

Middle States Commission on
Higher Education Director for Com-
munications and Public Relations
Richard Pokrass told The Leader and
The Times that a warning from the
commission is not as dire as it ap-
pears. “One of the things we have
noticed with phone calls from par-
ents and students from Kean, is they
seem to be under the misconception
that Kean must show by March of
2012 why their accreditation must be
approved,” he said. “That is a miscon-
ception. A warning is not as severe as
it may sound. It is serious, but not as

serious as some make it out to be.”
Mr. Pokrass stated a warning is

issued when the Commission believes
the institution is out of compliance,
but has the capacity to make im-
provements. He stated that Standard
7 and 14 are closely related and it is
not unusual for an institution to be
cited for both.

Mr. Pokrass explained that the
Commission meets three times a year:
in March, June and November. Kean’s
report will be heard at the March
2012 meeting. After the Commission
reviews the report, it will send an
independent panel of peer evaluators
from other institutions “similar, [to
Kean] but from out of state,” to the
university. They will, in turn, submit
a report to the Commission and rec-
ommend follow-up activities.

After Kean is given an opportunity to
make the suggested changes, the full
Commission will visit the campus, at
which time it will either remove the
warning, continue the warning, or place
the institution on probation.

“It is really impossible to project
what will happen,” Mr. Pokrass said.

Dr. Sanders stated the university
immediately began the process of
making changes and is positive Kean
will not only meet, but exceed the
accreditation standards. “We began
working on this process in 2009,” Dr.
Sanders said. “We are doing things
methodically; not in a panic. Stu-
dents deserve a process that serves
their needs.”

“We will remain accredited and
are confident their [Commission] rec-
ommendations will make us a better
and even greater university,” Mr.
Hudik said.

Westlake School Students
Treated to Day at the Races
WESTFIELD — The BMW Car

Club of New Jersey hosted Westlake
School students during their annual
Club Race on June 7 at Thunderbolt
Raceway in Millville. Upon arrival
at the track, Westlake students
donned race shirts with the course
outlined on the front and Westlake’s
name printed along the shirt-sleeve.

Each student was given his or her
own BMW lanyard identifier and
sporty BMW hat to wear. The stu-
dents were greeted by exuberant
race-car drivers offering rides in
their pristine race cars.

The thrill of being a passenger
was evident on the students’ faces

as they entered the 14-turn race-
course full of chicanes.

Afterwards, the students toured
the facility, collected autographs
from the drivers and watched sev-
eral exciting races from prime van-
tage points. The BMW Car Club
has been a treasured sponsor of
Westlake School for more than a
decade, helping to provide funds
for specialized equipment and cre-
ative projects for Westlake’s mul-
tiple disabled students.

A public school located in
Westfield, Westlake School is a
member of the Union County Edu-
cational Services Commission.

VROOM VROOM...Westlake School students were treated to a day at the races
on June 7 by the BMW Car Club of New Jersey, which hosted the students during
its annual Club Race at Thunderbolt Raceway in Millville.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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Heralding the entrance to Westfield’s Wychwood neighborhood, this storybook home is de-
ceptively spacious, boasting original beams, stained-glass windows, wide-plank wood floors 
and custom built-ins. The gourmet kitchen with granite counters leads to the formal dining 
room. The living room features a 15 foot ceiling and grand fireplace. The den has a full 
bath, access to the garage, wood-burning fireplace and private staircase to the master suite 
with balcony. Three additional bedrooms and two more full baths complete the private 
spaces. Complemented by stone walls, shaded paths and mature plantings, the front patio 
and second floor exterior balcony overlook close to 1/3 acre of professionally landscaped 
property. Presented for  $1,050,000. 


