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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
****** During the Summer Months, Area Youth Baseball Games Will Be Displayed on the Cranford Youth Sports Pages ******

BAKIE BLASTS SOLO HR, MAGLINO RIPS 2-RUN SINGLE

Millburn Stuns Cougars, 7-3,
In Ripken District 12 Semis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Nearly every ele-
ment necessary to succeed in a base-
ball game came together at the right
time for the 12U Millburn White
Millers in their Cal Ripken District
12 Tournament semifinal showdown
with the top-seeded Cranford Cou-
gars at Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield
on July 5.

With a trip to the state tournament
on the line, the Millers made good
use of all four of their hits and all
three of their walks in the first five
innings, along with crafty base run-
ning and well-disciplined fielding to
earn a 7-3 victory.

Cranford had defeated Millburn,
8-6, in the seeding round of the tour-
nament, so the Millers were quite
aware of what they were up against
and had to be at the top of their game.

Cranford had a reputation for a
potent offense and did out-hit the

Millers, 7-4, but Millburn’s defense,
especially the “hot” side of the in-
field – shortstop and third base – and
the spectacular range of centerfielder
Richy Schiekofer prevented the Cou-
gars from pouncing with an all-out
offensive. After Schiekofer made an
outstanding grab at the fence to rob
Cougar Will Budries of an extra-base
hit in the fourth inning, he added two
more grabs in the sixth to rob Danny
Maglione and Brian Oblachinski, re-
spectively.

“He played some game. He’s got
such great range, and he’s so sure-
handed. He can really run and go get
them,” Millburn Head Coach Kevin
Ford said of Schiekofer. “We defi-
nitely spend a lot more time on field-
ing than we do hitting. I think it
shows. They have done such a great
job. They deserve all the credit.”

“They were very defensive. There
were no errors. They made the plays,”
Cougar Head Coach John Oblichinski
said.

Mike Smith pitched the first three
innings for the Cougars then
lefthander Garrett Forrestal relieved
and pitched the final three innings.
Forrestal yielded no hits and struck
out six Millers, while allowing four
walks. Starter Nick Maldinado
pitched the first two innings for the
Millers. Lannino pitched the next

three, and Tyler Nortillo closed in the
sixth inning. The trio yielded only
three walks, while striking out four.

“They gave what we stress, was to
throw strikes and make them beat us,
because we have the defense to make
the plays. And that’s what we did,”
Coach Ford explained.
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WF Blue 12s Roll in 5th, Top
So. Orange/Maplewood, 9-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opportunities knocked and the
Westfield Blue 12s took full advan-
tage of them, plating two runs in the
fourth inning and five more in the
fifth to break open a tight game en
route to a 9-3 victory over the South
Orange/Maplewood Villagers in
Central Jersey All-Star League ac-
tion at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield
on July 9.

Perched at the top off the roost in
their division, the Villagers had de-
feated the Westfield Blue, 5-2, earlier
in the season, but this time the Blue
kept the Villagers in check with the
effectiveness of starting pitcher Vic-
tor Cruz and reliever Matt LaCorte.
In his three innings, Cruz allowed six
hits and two runs but yielded no walks,
while striking out three. LaCorte
pitched three innings of no-hit ball,
fanned three and walked one Vil-
lager, who managed to score in the
sixth inning.

“With Victor, it’s two different
looks. Victor kept them off-balance
with different speeds, and Matt was
very overpowering today. He kept
around the zone, but he really moved
the ball on both sides of the plate. In
addition to being powerful, he hit his
spots,” Westfield Assistant Coach Paul
Friel said.

Villager starting pitcher Jack Niggli
was very effective also. After allow-
ing two runs on two hits and a walked

batter in the first inning, he totally
slammed the door with two perfect
innings, before reliever Chase Brad-
ley took to the mound to start the
fourth inning. Owen Gall relieved in
the fifth inning.

Westfield Blue took a 2-0 lead in
the bottom of the first inning. Jack
Nieswenter (2 runs scored) drew a
leadoff walk and stole second.
LaCorte (2-for-2, 2 RBI, 2 runs
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Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

Friendly, honest representation

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Experience Resolving Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING TO FIRST BASE ON TIME…Cranford Cougar Michael Smith, left, gets to first in time to complete a single to
right field in the Cal Ripken District 12 semifinal game against Millburn at Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUT AT HOME PLATE…Westfield Blue’s Victor Cruz, No. 21, gets tagged out by South Orange/Maplewood pitcher
Chase Bradley after trying to score on a passed ball at Gumbert 2 Field on July 9.


