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LaCORTE, UKRAINSKIJ, SCANLON, XIAO PROVIDE ‘O’

WF Blue 12s Roll in 5th, Top
So. Orange/Maplewood, 9-3

HUMPHREY CRACKS RBI DOUBLE, LIDDY RBI SINGLE

Berkeley Heights 12s Hold Off
WF White 12s in Baseball, 4-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opportunities knocked and the
Westfield Blue 12s took full advan-
tage of them, plating two runs in the
fourth inning and five more in the fifth
to break open a tight game en route to
a 9-3 victory over the South Orange/
Maplewood Villagers in Central Jer-
sey All-Star League action at Gumbert
2 Field in Westfield on July 9.

Perched at the top off the roost in
their division, the Villagers had de-
feated the Westfield Blue, 5-2, earlier
in the season, but this time the Blue
kept the Villagers in check with the
effectiveness of starting pitcher Vic-
tor Cruz and reliever Matt LaCorte.

In his three innings, Cruz allowed six
hits and two runs but yielded no walks,
while striking out three. LaCorte
pitched three innings of no-hit ball,
fanned three and walked one Vil-
lager, who managed to score in the
sixth inning.

“With Victor, it’s two different
looks. Victor kept them off-balance
with different speeds, and Matt was
very overpowering today. He kept
around the zone, but he really moved
the ball on both sides of the plate. In
addition to being powerful, he hit his
spots,” Westfield Assistant Coach Paul
Friel said.

Villager starting pitcher Jack Niggli
was very effective also. After allow-
ing two runs on two hits and a walked
batter in the first inning, he totally
slammed the door with two perfect

innings, before reliever Chase Brad-
ley took to the mound to start the
fourth inning. Owen Gall relieved in
the fifth inning.

Westfield Blue took a 2-0 lead in
the bottom of the first inning. Jack
Nieswenter (2 runs scored) drew a
leadoff walk and stole second.
LaCorte (2-for-2, 2 RBI, 2 runs
scored) banged an RBI single to left
and later scored on Mike Ukrainskij’s
hit-and-run RBI single. Ukrainskij
would finish 2-for-2 with three RBI.

The Villagers answered with a run
in the second. Bradley lined a single
to left, stole second and slipped to
third on a passed ball. After Cruz
fanned Phil Major, Tom O’Connor
rolled an RBI groundout to short.
Tom Fetner and Mike Burke followed

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Berkeley Heights (B.H.) demon-
strated why it is the top team in the
Central Jersey 12U Baseball League
but the little Highlanders had to en-
dure a strong challenge from
Westfield White to pull out a 4-2
victory at Gumbert 3 Field in
Westfield on July 7.

Both teams received strong perfor-
mances from their pitchers and both
teams got solid performances from
their defenses. B.H. starting pitcher
Dan Kramer allowed just one hit and
walked only one, while striking out
two in his three innings. Kevin Keegan

pitched the fourth and fifth innings,
giving up two runs and four hits,
while walking one and fanning four.
Closer Sean Savage got all three bat-
ters out in the final inning.

“Those two guys are probably our
four and our five starters. Our one
and twos went last night, so we were
hoping we were able to get through
this game then we brought in Mariano
[Rivera of the Yankees],” B.H. Head
Coach Mike Doren said jokingly of
Savage.

Westfield starting pitcher Matt
Varano tossed the first three innings.
Although he allowed just one hit and
a walk in the first inning and two hits

and a walk in the second, Berkeley
Heights managed to score twice in
each frame. He settled down in the
third and yielded only a walk. Ian
Humphrey pitched the next three in-
nings and held B.H. scoreless, while
allowing just two hits and two walks.

“Both pitchers pitched excellently.
We actually played very good de-
fense behind Ian Humphrey. With
Matt [Varano], we were a little loose
defensively those first two innings,”
said Westfield Head Coach John
Ripperger, who added, “It seems, at
times, with home game when we bat
second, we let up a couple of runs

CICCOTELLI LOVED HIS 20 YEARS TEACHING AT SPF

Steve Ciccotelli Retired But
Continues Coaching Football

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Passion for one’s work would place
a person steps above others, who
would just put in the time to collect a
paycheck. That passion is what Steve
Ciccotelli has always demonstrated
ever since he entered the teaching
profession.

As of June 30, Ciccotelli, a Health
& Physical Education teacher at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPF), has retired after 20 years in the
district, but he will remain as Head
Coach of the football team.

Born in Scranton, Pa., Ciccotelli
and his parents, Salvatore and Freda,
along with brothers Mark and Michael
moved to Clark. In 1967, he gradu-
ated from Arthur L. Johnson Regional
High School.

“My dad got a decent job in Union.
I moved there in fourth grade. My
brothers both went to Johnson Re-
gional. They both played football.
They were both football coaches,”
Ciccotelli said.

Ciccotelli furthered his education
at Trenton State (now The College of
New Jersey) and graduated with a
degree in Health & Physical Educa-
tion.

“When I got out, it was tough to get
jobs. It was a bad job market. I substi-
tute taught. My first job was in
Hempstead, Long Island, coaching
football, wrestling and baseball, and
teaching Phys Ed. I worked with a
man there, who I went to high school
with, Frank Spaziani.”

With reference to his wrestling
background, Ciccotelli said, “I

wrestled a year in high school. Broke
my ankle. Never went back, but they
were looking for teachers, and I was
a young teacher who would do every-
thing and did everything. It was a
great experience. When I hire people
who work for me, if they are willing
to learn and put the hours in, they can
teach it.”

The next school year (1974-75),
Ciccotelli got a teaching job at
Johnson Regional and in 1975, he
married his wife Virginia.

“I started a lacrosse program there
and was an assistant football coach,
then I tried the business world for
two-and-a-half years. I sold oil. My
father-in-law was with Chevron, so I
tried that. I didn’t like it,” Ciccotelli
explained.

BAKIE BLASTS SOLO HR, MAGLINO RIPS 2-RUN SINGLE

Millburn Stuns Cougars, 7-3,
In Ripken District 12 Semis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Nearly every ele-
ment necessary to succeed in a base-
ball game came together at the right
time for the 12U Millburn White
Millers in their Cal Ripken District
12 Tournament semifinal showdown
with the top-seeded Cranford Cou-
gars at Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield
on July 5.

With a trip to the state tournament
on the line, the Millers made good
use of all four of their hits and all
three of their walks in the first five
innings, along with crafty base run-
ning and well-disciplined fielding to
earn a 7-3 victory.

Cranford had defeated Millburn,

8-6, in the seeding round of the tour-
nament, so the Millers were quite
aware of what they were up against
and had to be at the top of their game.

Cranford had a reputation for a
potent offense and did out-hit the
Millers, 7-4, but Millburn’s defense,
especially the “hot” side of the infield
– shortstop and third base – and the
spectacular range of centerfielder
Richy Schiekofer prevented the Cou-
gars from pouncing with an all-out
offensive. After Schiekofer made an
outstanding grab at the fence to rob
Cougar Will Budries of an extra-base
hit in the fourth inning, he added two
more grabs in the sixth to rob Danny
Maglione and Brian Oblachinski, re-
spectively.

“He played some game. He’s got
such great range, and he’s so sure-
handed. He can really run and go get
them,” Millburn Head Coach Kevin
Ford said of Schiekofer. “We defi-
nitely spend a lot more time on field-
ing than we do hitting. I think it
shows. They have done such a great
job. They deserve all the credit.”

“They were very defensive. There
were no errors. They made the plays,”
Cougar Head Coach John Oblichinski
said.

Mike Smith pitched the first three
innings for the Cougars then
lefthander Garrett Forrestal relieved
and pitched the final three innings.
Forrestal yielded no hits and struck
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SUCCESSFULLY SWIPING SECOND…Westfield Blue’s Mike Ukrainskij, No. 17, plows into second base as South
Orange/Maplewood shortstop Quinn Krais prepares to catch the throw at Gumbert 2 Field on July 9.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REMEMBERING OLD TIMES…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School football Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli, right, with
Leader/Times Sports Editor/Assistant Publisher Dave Corbin, holds up a front cover of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2000 edition of “Our Towns” featuring Ciccotelli and team captains Marlon Freshwater, Brian Schiller, Gary Cousar and
Andrew Pavoni.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BECOMING A “CHIEF THIEF” ON THE BASES…Westfield White’s Owen Bartok, right, swipes his second base of the
game as Berkeley Heights shortstop Vinny Doren scoops the throw from the catcher at Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COLLISION AND A CLOUD OF DUST…Cranford pitcher Garrett Forrestal, front, collides with Millburn’s Ryan
Adelman as he slides home in the fifth inning in the Ripken District 12 Tournament. Adelman was safe.

More Westfield/So. Orange/Maplewood  Photos
– goleader.com –  Online Cranford Sports

More Cranford/Millburn  Photos –
goleader.com –  Online Cranford Sports


