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WELL DONE…Union County Freeholders Bette Jane Kowalski, second from
left, and Linda Carter, third from left,  join Union County Public Safety Director
Andrew Moran, left, and Union County Police Chief Daniel Vaniska, right, in
congratulating a team of county police officers as they are recognized by Ray
Oleavia, Ed Suriano, and Phil Rivoli of LoJack for recently recovering several
stolen cars and motorcycles at one location in Rahway using LoJack technology.
Pictured, left to right, are: Sgt. Joseph Nordstrom, Officers Kenneth Matz and
Giovanni Arlia, Lt. Robert McGuire and Det. Nicholas Incannella.

UC Police Officers Recognized
 For Uncovering Theft Ring
UNION COUNTY – In the early

morning hours of May 9, Union County
Police Officer Kenneth Matz responded
to a routine stolen vehicle alert from the
LoJack tracking system in his cruiser,
and the result was anything but routine.
Officer Matz followed the signal until
it ended at a storage yard where numer-
ous other stolen vehicles were waiting
for overseas shipment.

“The freeholder board is very proud
of the officers involved in this action,
and we appreciate the contributions that
the LoJack Corporation has made to the
safety and security of Union County
residents,” said Union County Free-
holder Chairman Deborah Scanlon.

The events began to unfold at ap-
proximately 1 a.m. Upon detecting a
LoJack stolen vehicle alert, Officer
Matz tracked the signal to a storage
yard on Elston Street in Rahway. On
a hunch, he used his on-board mobile
data computer to check the Vehicle
Identification Number of another
vehicle parked on the premises. That
car had been reported stolen in April.

Assisted by other patrol officers,
Officer Matz secured the area until
the daylight hours and the arrival of
Union County Police Lieutenant Rob-
ert McGuire and Detective Nicholas
Incannella. They identified several
more stolen cars on the premises,
including two motorcycles and two
late model luxury vehicles that had
been carjacked in Newark.

“This is a fine example of the kind
of results we can expect when law
enforcement technology is combined
with exceptional heads-up field po-
lice work,” Union County Police
Chief Dan Vaniska said.

In appreciation of their police work,
the LoJack Corporation presented

awards to several Union County Po-
lice Officers at a ceremony in the
Ralph Froehlich Public Safety Build-
ing in Westfield on Wednesday, July 6.
Recognized from the County Police
Patrol Division were Officer Matz,
Officer Giovanni Arlia and Sgt. Jo-
seph Nordstrom. Also recognized from
the County Police Investigation Divi-
sion were Lt. McGuire and Det.
Incannella.
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How This Newspaper Helps Advertisers …

Ring Up Sales
You have at your disposal the finest advertising research
system ever devised – the cash register.

When you run an advertisement, you listen to the cash
register the next day. If it rings merrily, you know that your
advertising was effective. Sales, in the final analysis, are the
main reason why most people advertise.

Your experience in selling combined with your knowledge
of the products and services you sell have a perfect ally in
our experience as newspaper people, and, in fact, as
successful advertisers ourselves.

Let us show you how this combination of experience, building
together on an accurate knowledge of our audience, can
help ring up more sales for you through more effective
advertising. Call us this week.
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Winning

GOP, Dems Trade Barbs
As Override Votes Fail

TRENTON — State Senate Mi-
nority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) commented Monday on
Democrat Majority attempts to over-
ride parts of Gov. Chris Christie’s
budget. He said the Majority were
trying to “saddle taxpayers with
nearly $900 million in additional
spending” to Gov. Christie’s $30.6-
billion budget.

“We are here for one reason and
one reason only — the Democratic
Majority saw more value in passing a
political, election-year budget that
was illegal and unbalanced from the
minute it was introduced than in ne-
gotiating a budget with the Governor
and Legislative Republicans. And so
today’s (Monday’s) override votes
are really worse than political theater
--  they’re offensive.

“They had the chance to do this
properly by negotiating a budget and
they deliberately chose not to. In our
books, when you pass a budget that
is nearly $1 billion out of balance,
you lose the moral grounds to gripe
and complain about what the Gover-
nor had to cut to make the books
balance,” Sen. Kean said. “And when
you post a board list that spends
more money than the little surplus
we have for a rainy day, that’s out-
right irresponsible. [The] override
session isn’t about public policy it’s
about glossy ‘gotcha’ mailers and TV
ads for the fall campaign. So we are
here to tell you that a united Repub-
lican caucus is not going to fall for
the Majority’s political games.”

The override votes of the guberna-
torial vetoes of appropriations pro-
posed by Democrats in their proposal
failed 24-15 along party lines.

Senators Bob Gordon (D-38, Fair
Lawn) and Jim Whelan (D-2, Atlan-
tic) blasted Republicans for voting to
“maintain the Governor’s $13-mil-
lion cut to one of the most frail popu-
lations in the entire state.”

The Senators specifically criticized
the cuts to Medicaid benefits.

“The Republicans have told the
most vulnerable of the most vulner-
able in New Jersey that they on their

own, and in the most painful way
possible,” Sen. Gordon said. “This is
literally money out of the pockets of
residents who don’t have anything.
It’s deplorable and a horrible mes-
sage that New Jersey is now sending
to these residents.”

Among the cuts addressed by
Democrats was the elimination of
$600,000 in total funding for three
legal clinics operated by the state’s
law schools: Rutgers-Camden
($200,000 cut), Rutgers-Newark
($200,000 cut) and Seton Hall Uni-
versity ($200,000 cut).

“The ability to have a lawyer by
your side to fight your case and protect
your rights is not a luxury,” said Sena-
tor and former Governor Richard
Codey (D-27, Roseland). “Our legal
clinics are a vital part of our system of
justice, and have ensured that those
who have the least can be on equal
ground with anyone in a court of law.
Justice is blind, but sadly, this Gover-
nor has turned a blind eye to countless
residents at the greatest risk of seeing
their basic rights eroded, and who
have no other way to fight back.”

GOP Senator Joseph Kyrillos of
Monmouth County shot back that the
Democrats’ vote was “a cynical at-
tempt to hoodwink the taxpayers.”

“ As lawmakers, we all want to say
yes to everyone. But to make prom-
ises and commitments we cannot pay
for is theater, not a legitimate attempt
to help people,” Sen. Kyrillos said.Motor Vehicle Offices

Expand Hours
AREA — All 39 New Jersey Mo-

tor Vehicle agencies statewide moved
to the new service hours schedule as
of July 2, state officials have an-
nounced. This follows complaints of
lines around the state at the agencies.

Press conferences planned for
Monday to promote the new hours,
however, were canceled after a com-
puter malfunction made it impos-
sible for staff to issue driver’s li-
censes.

July 11 was to have been the first
Monday the agencies were open since
they closed last summer to save the
state money.

The new hours for the agencies are
Monday, 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Tues-
day, 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.; Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday, 8 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. and Saturday, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Democratic lawmakers in Union
County have been pushing for the
reopening of the Elizabeth office,
saying its closing as impacted city
residents while causing lines at other
offices including Springfield.

In addition, the Motor Vehicle Com-
mission shut down the Westfield motor
vehicles inspection center this spring.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Oliver Vows to Stop Opt-Out
Effort for Union Employees

State Assembly Speaker Sheila
Oliver said last week that the New
Jersey Assembly would not pass leg-
islation allowing public- and private-
sector workers to opt out of joining
unions or paying dues, nj.com has
reported. A bill that would prohibit
union dues from being deducted from
the paychecks of public employees
was introduced last week.

Assemblyman Declan O’Scanlon
(R-Monmouth) sponsored the bill.
“If the unions can make a case they
can benefit workers, I’ll withdraw
the bill. If they fail to make that case,
why should the government order
people to join or comply?” he said.

Speaker Oliver said the measure is
“dead on arrival.” Twenty-two state
have similar laws.

New Jersey State AFL-CIO Presi-
dent Charles Wowkanech said he was
“extremely disappointed with As-
sembly members (Amy) Handlin (R-
Middletown) and O’Scanlon for
sponsoring and introducing this type
of radical legislation.”

Ex-State Trooper is New
U.S. Marshall for N.J.

Juan Mattos, Jr. of Monroe Town-
ship was sworn-in last Thursday as
the first Hispanic to hold the post of
U.S. marshal for the District of New
Jersey. He was serving as an agent for
the Middlesex County Prosecutor’s
Office when President Barack Obama
nominated him in March.

Mr. Mattos started his law enforce-
ment career as a state trooper in 1975
and retired last year at the second-
highest post in the state police.

Unemployment Rate Rose
To 9.2 Percent in June

The nation’s latest labor report
shows employers in June hired the
fewest workers in nine months as the
unemployment rate rose to 9.2 per-
cent, the Associated Press reported.

Businesses added just 57,000 jobs
last month while government cut
238,000 positions combined at the
federal, state and local levels.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) said
the June report is “yet another sober-
ing reminder that we must get our
fiscal house in order. We must reject
calls for higher taxes, greater spend-
ing and more regulations and instead
focus on fiscally-responsible pro-
growth policies that will lead us to-
ward a balanced budget, job creation
and a stronger economy.”

Jersey City BOE Seeks To
Remove Superintendent

Jersey City Board of Education
members are negotiating with Super-

intendent Charles T. Epps, Jr. to get
him to resign by the end of the next
school year, according to a Jersey
City Journal report.

An anti-Epps slate of BOE candi-
dates won the school-board race in a
landslide in April and began talking
of removing the superintendent. The
newspaper reported that options have
ranged from keeping Mr. Epps on
until 2013 to terminating him now
and beginning a search for a new
schools’ chief.

Former First Lady Betty Ford
Dies; Founded Rehab. Clinic
Former First Lady Betty Ford died

Friday at the age of 93 on July 8 at the
Eisenhower Medical Center in
Rancho Mirage. The wife of the late
President Gerald Ford founded the
Betty Ford Clinic. President Ford died
December 26, 2006.

Bill Would Ensure Assault
Victims Don’t Pay for Exams
Legislation to ensure victims of

sexual assault are not responsible for
paying for forensic sexual assault
exams has received final legislative
approval and now heads to the
Governor’s desk.

The  bill (A-2597/S-972) would
turn the current state statute, approved
in 2001, into a permanent law by
specifying that victims are not
charged any fee for services that are
directly associated with forensic
sexual assault examinations, includ-
ing routine medical screening, medi-
cations for prophylaxis of sexually -
transmitted infections, pregnancy
tests, emergency contraception, sup-
plies, equipment and use of space.

The 2001 state law established the
Statewide Sexual Assault Nurse Ex-
aminer program. Under that statute,
each county provides forensic sexual
assault examinations to sexual assault
victims.

Bachmann Increases
Lead In GOP Field

Rep. Michele Bachmann of Min-
nesota has extended her lead over the
announced Republican candidates,
but she trails both Texas Governor
Rick Perry and New Jersey Chriatie
Chris Christie when both governors
and former vice-president candidate
Sarah Palin are included in a hypo-
thetical preference poll of Republi-
can primary voter, according to a new
Zogby poll. Four Republicans (Gov.
Christie, former Mass. Gov. Mitt
Romney, Rep. Bachmann and former
Minn. Gov. Tim Pawlenty) are each
in a statistical tie with President
Barack Obama when they are
matched up against him. All other
GOP contenders trail the President.
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 Health Grants Told
TRENTON – The New Jersey De-

partment of Health and Senior Ser-
vices  has announced that the depart-
ment has awarded Jefferson Park Min-
istries $22,500 and Prevention Links
$10,000 grant out of $350,000 in fed-
eral grants to expand a community-
based program that help  older adults
better manage their chronic diseases.

Take Control of Your Health in
New Jersey is a community work-
shop held for two-and-a-half hours
once a week for six weeks. Work-
shops are provided at no or low cost,
in all 21 New Jersey counties.


