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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HARD AT WORK…Children attending the Scotch Plains Parks and Recreation Department sponsored summer camp held
at Hetfield Park are unaware of the heat on Tuesday as their attention is focused on painting clay bobble-head dinosaurs,
part of the program’s series on the historic creatures.

August 7, 2008 Katie Rogers for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUMMER MUSIC... Scotch Plains residents fill the Village Green (2008) for the
township’s National Night Out, including a concert by New Jersey rock band Dog
Voices. This year, the Scotch Plains Cultural Arts Series starts tonight and
continues through August 18. All performances are held on the Village Green. For
the full schedule, see page 18.

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHIEF UNDERHILL…Former Lieutenant Bruce Underhill was sworn in Tues-
day night at the Garwood council meeting by Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi as the
new police chief, replacing retired Police Chief William Legg. Pictured, Chief
Underhill stands with his wife, Barbara, and sons, Christopher and Thomas,
outside Borough Hall.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHIPS AWAY...Brian Walter of Flannery’s Pub in Fanwood purchased the
building that formerly housed the Chippery on South Avenue. Mr. Walter plans
to convert it for use as an eatery.

Fanwood Council Continues to
Discuss Shared Police Services

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
Seeks New Business Admin.

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At the Borough
Council’s regular monthly meeting
Tuesday night, Mayor Colleen Mahr
indicated the sharing of police ser-
vices between Fanwood and Scotch
Plains is still being discussed.

Mayor Mahr said two “very good,
productive” shared services commit-
tee meetings were held in recent
weeks, involving the police chiefs
from both towns, municipal officials
and the county prosecutor. Two more
are planned in the near future.

“We’re really the only two [Union
County] towns at the table,” said
Mayor Mahr, pointing to the shared
police services option.

The mayor said “operational is-
sues” and financial impacts are being

looked into, but stated, “I’m optimis-
tic we can find a way to do some-
thing, without jeopardizing public
safety.”

The mayor added that officials also
are discussing the potential sharing
of municipal court services.

In other business, Mayor Mahr fol-
lowed up on the well-attended June
13 community meeting regarding traf-
fic concerns on Shady Lane and Pop-
lar Place.

The mayor said an ad hoc commit-
tee of volunteers is set to meet next
Thursday with Fanwood Police Chief
Richard Trigo, at which time “per-
manent and long-term solutions” will
be discussed.

“The main problem…is volume,
not speeding,” said Mayor Mahr, who
noted that another traffic count will

be conducted this summer so the data
can be compared with traffic vol-
umes recorded during the recently
concluded school year.

In addition, the mayor indicated
that the borough may already have an
ordinance on the books that could
authorize turning restrictions and re-
lated signage with an eye toward pre-
venting drivers from using Shady
Lane or Poplar Place as cut-through
routes, stating that this option is be-
ing explored.

Mayor Mahr said, “We need to do
some things to address the problem
at hand.” The installation of cross-
walks on Shady Lane is not being
considered as a solution, based on
feedback from residents.

“We heard you loud and clear,” the
mayor said.

The governing body approved a
resolution requesting Governor Chris
Christie and the State Legislature “dis-
tribute state aid to school districts in a
fair and equitable manner… while
continuing to provide for a thorough
and efficient education.”

Councilman Robert Manduca, who
introduced the resolution, indicated
the resolution stems from recent state
Supreme Court decisions regarding
the distribution of education fund-
ing, generated from the income tax,
to certain districts.

Councilman Manduca said the dis-
tribution of state aid to school dis-
tricts “has not been fair.” He also
suggested the state’s income tax “is
supposed to be exclusively to offset
or reduce property taxes,” and not
redirected by the judicial branch.

“This is a resolution of support for
our elected officials… to uphold the
Constitution of the State of New Jer-
sey,” the councilman said.

A handful of residents spoke in
favor of the resolution prior to its
adoption.

Alexander Smith, a member of the
local Tea Party movement, said, “We
don’t quite get back our fair share [of
income tax revenue].”

Fanwood resident Maggie Savoca
said, “We’ve been talking about prop-
erty taxes for years… getting some of
our income tax back would help.”

In light of the recent summer heat
and humidity, Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell noted that The
Chelsea at Fanwood complex on
South Avenue offers a “cooling cen-
ter” for those who do not have air
conditioning at home.

Councilwoman Mitchell encour-
aged senior citizens, particularly those
with health problems or malfunc-
tioning air conditioners, to use the
Chelsea, adding that seniors can call
the police department if they need a
ride to the facility.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
has begun the search for a new busi-
ness administrator to replace the re-
tiring Anthony Del Sordi effective
November 1. The district ran a classi-
fied advertisement in The Star-Led-
ger last Sunday for the position.

The district said in its ad that it is
seeking “a proven school business
administrator” who is state certified
with a “minimum of five years expe-
rience and demonstrated success in
the field of school business adminis-
tration.”

Mr. Del Sordi, who was named
New Jersey School Business Official
of the Year for 2010 by the New
Jersey Association of School Busi-
ness Officials (NJASBO), has been
SP-F business administrator for 11
years. Mr. Del Sordi served as
NJASBO president during the 2006-
2007 school year, and was president
of the Union County Association of
School Business Officials from 1992-
1993.

According to his résumé, Mr. Del
Sordi has been employed in the edu-
cation field for 33 years. He was
previously school business adminis-
trator for the Ridgewood, Linden,
Morris Hills Regional, Paramus and
Northvale school districts.

He is a 1971 graduate of Seton Hall
University, from which he holds a
Bachelor of Science degree in Busi-
ness Administration, and received a
business administration certification
in 1981 from Rutgers University. He
also took graduate courses in public
administration and school adminis-
tration at Kean University.

In addition to preparing a school
budget, which currently is $92 mil-
lion, Mr. Del Sordi said that, during
his tenure, voters passed bond refer-
endums “in excess of $80 million for
new construction, the renovations of

facilities and the installation of two
synthetic turf athletic fields and a
running track.”

The district also announced the re-
tirement of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
health and physical education teacher
Stephen Ciccotelli, who will continue
to coach the varsity football team,
and eight other teachers. In addition,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Assistant Principal Ed Braun and
Social Studies Supervisor Brad Siegel
have resigned. The BOE is expected
to approve Mr. Siegel’s resignation at
its August meeting.

Bruce Underhill Sworn In
As Garwood Police Chief

Early Morning Blaze Rips
Through Southwyck Village

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Wednes-
day, July 6, at approximately 7 a.m.,
officials responded to a fire that origi-
nated in a townhouse in Southwyck
Village, a private, gated condominium
community at the southern end of
Scotch Plains near the Clark border.
The complex contains 294
townhouses built in the late 1970s
and early 1980s and sits on 55 acres
adjacent to the train tracks.

According to Scotch Plains Police
Detective Lieutenant Brian Donnelly,
at approximately 7 a.m. the Scotch
Plains police received a 9-1-1 call
from a resident reporting a working
residential fire at Yarmouth Village,
which is part of the Southwyck Vil-
lage condominium complex. “The
fire started in the upstairs bedroom.
There was a heating pad on the bed at
the time,” Det. Lt. Donnelly said.

The fire was extinguished by the

Scotch Plains Fire Department,  which
received mutual aid from surround-
ing fire departments.

According to a report on nj.com,
firefighters contained the four-alarm
blaze that began at 5 Yarmouth Court
and made its way into several adja-
cent units at approximately 9 a.m.

Several surrounding townhouse
units were damaged in the blaze and
the residents of those, and other sur-
rounding townhouses, were evacu-
ated.

Executive Director of the Raritan
Valley Chapter of the American Red
Cross Suzanne Lutz told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the orga-
nization was at the scene and assisted
two victims by setting them up in a
local hotel for three nights and pro-
viding them with “debit cards loaded
with money” to purchase items they
needed immediately, such as cloth-
ing.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Former lieutenant
Bruce Underhill was sworn in as the
new police chief of Garwood at Tues-
day night’s borough council meeting
by Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi. He
replaces retired Police Chief William
Legg.

Mr. Underhill’s family was in at-
tendance to witness the ceremony.
Following the swearing in, Chief
Underhill, dressed in full uniform,

shook hands with everyone in atten-
dance and posed for photos with his
family.

Councilman Victor DeFillippo said
the Police Search Committee recom-
mended police officers to fill open
spots due to retirements and promo-
tions. Lt. James Pipala is recom-
mended to be promoted as captain,
Sergeants James Wright and Dou-
glas Stoffer are recommended to be
promoted to lieutenants, and patrol-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Organization Seeks to Merge
Scotch Plains, Fanwood
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By ALEXA ZEPKA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Courage to Con-
nect NJ has been holding meetings
around the state and Union County in
recent months to encourage commu-
nities to merge to reduce property
taxes in the state. The organization
held a meeting in Westfield on June
15.

The goals of the organization,
founded in 2009, are to make New
Jersey more sustainable and educate
the public about redundancies and
inefficiencies created by New Jersey’s
566 municipalities. Co-founders Gina
Genovese and Wendy McCahill, who
led the meeting, have conducted be-
tween 30 and 35 presentations state-
wide.

Currently, Ms. Genovese said lo-
cal governments are struggling with
the necessity of raising taxes and
maintaining services to the people.
Union County residents pay 8.7 per-
cent of their personal income for prop-
erty taxes.

As of now, there are 566 separate

municipalities, branching from an
initial 104, with Westfield being one
of the first towns formed. Courage to
Connect considers Woodbridge
Township as the model for towns to
follow. It consists of 10 towns within
a single government: Avenel, Colonia,
Fords, Hopelawn, Iselin, Keasbey,
Menlo Park, Port Reading, Sewaren
and Woodbridge itself. Woodbridge
has one superintendent and one school
board for a total of 24 schools.

There currently are 323 towns in
New Jersey that are part of another
government, such as the towns that
make up Woodbridge, and Short Hills,
which is part of Millburn.

Ms. Genovese said public schools
are under assault right now, with char-
ter and magnet schools placing a great
deal of pressure on public school
systems. She said even with larger
school districts, the same number of
teachers is needed.

In January, Ms. Genovese co-wrote
the Courage to Connect Guidebook,
which provides an overview of the


