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Fourth of July in Cranford – Photos by Christina Hinke and Paul Lachenauer.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
CHIPS AWAY...Brian Walter of Flannery’s Pub in Fanwood purchased the
building that formerly housed the Chippery on South Avenue. Mr. Walter plans
to convert it for use as an eatery.

Photo courtesy of the Wendels
HIGH ALTITUDE…The Wendel Family recently visited the Wild West with The
Westfield Leader. The Wendels are pictured here in Wyoming with the Cody
Peaks Mountains, located in Montana, in the background.

Vision-Impaired
Receive Help

GARWOOD — Jim Morano of the
Lions Club, above right, accepts a
$1,000 check from Rosie’s Wine Bar
owner Josh Rosenberg. The funds
were generated for the Garwood Li-
ons Club during an event in May.

Rosie’s Wine Bar, Alex Elman
Winery and the Garwood Lions Club
joined forces to help the vision im-
paired.

The idea was spawned as Garwood
recently elected Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi, who is vision-impaired.
Winemaker Ms. Elman is a blind
woman.

the council members stay silent, say-
ing, “Maybe you’re not a puppet.”

When she complained about driv-
ers running the red pedestrian signal,
Mayor Skibitsky countered that driv-
ers run red lights at intersections as
well. She said, “This has turned into
a personal war between you and me.”
Nearly in tears while speaking, Mrs.
Carluccio told the council, “We need
help,” and, “I don’t want to come here
anymore.”

Third Ward Councilman Dave Haas
said there’s “a lot of emotion in-
volved in this.” He said that unless an
engineer tells him differently, he
thinks the best location of the light is
at the corner of Central Avenue and
Clover Street and that he understood
that the county still had money in its
budget to move the light to the corner.

Mayor Skibitsky said the town is
not going to ask that the light be
moved “because we’re getting flack.”
He said it is currently in a location
safer than the corner due to fewer
points of conflict between pedestri-
ans and cars.

Independent Third Ward Council
candidate Greg Kasko said he wanted
to ensure that the analysis of the light
was performed while school was in
session. Mayor Skibitsky said the
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town has the data, which is currently
being analyzed and should be made
public in about a month.

“I believe a light is necessary,” Mr.
Kasko said, but that it should be at the
corner and he was critical of the mayor
for not bringing traffic consultant
Gordon Meth to a council meeting to
speak with the residents.

Mr. Kasko also questioned the ori-
gin of the engineering drawings de-
picting the light in between Ms.
Enculescu’s property and her neigh-
bors as it was unsigned, and that Mr.
Meth had told Mrs. Carluccio that he
did not draw the plans. The light was
later moved by the county engineer-
ing department in order to comply
with regulations that require a signal
to be within a certain distance from a
stop sign.

Mayor Skibitsky said the town
spent money and conducted an out-
reach process. He said if the light
was moved to the corner it would
have to be a full traffic light that
would shine into homes all day and
night and into more than one home.
The current light is dark until acti-
vated by a pedestrian who wishes to
cross the street.

The next council meeting will be
Tuesday, August 16 at 8 p.m.

Board member Darielle Walsh be-
lieved the building would have a
“positive impact” on the town and
that the design was “appropriate…
for that location.”

“Parking is a concern,” Ms. Walsh
admitted, but then stated she felt the
parking situation as planned “should
not be a problem.”

Westfield resident Peter Nurnberg
presented the first application of the
evening. The board approved the
subdivision of a strip of land from
his rear neighbor’s property at 725
Fourth Avenue and annex it onto his
own property at 780 Cranford Av-
enue.

The Fourth Avenue property is lo-
cated partially in Garwood, which
complicated the matter because of
the board’s limited jurisdiction. “I
recognize the fact that the subdivi-
sion has no effect on the small por-
tion of the property that lies in
Garwood,” stated board member Kris
McAloon, Westfield’s town engineer.

“It’d be my recommendation that
the applicant seek a waiver from
Garwood’s Planning Board regard-
ing this matter,” continued Mr.
McAloon. “I don’t believe you’d
[even] have to make an application…
[just write Garwood] by correspon-
dence and request that Garwood waive
subdivision jurisdiction on this mat-
ter.”

The board carried an application
regarding a property at 1053 Pros-
pect Street over to a special meeting
on Monday, August 15, due to sched-
uling conflicts. The board had con-
tinued the hearing on the application
from its June 8 meeting.
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Cranford Hears Timeline
On Flood Feasibility Study

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Mayor Dan
Aschenbach, along with the town-
ship council and Flood Advisory
Committee, met with the United
States Army Corps of Engineers for
a special workshop meeting June 23
regarding a study being performed
by the Corps on how to minimize
flood damage in Cranford along the
Rahway River.

Currently, the Army Corps of En-
gineers estimates that construction
of a solution to Cranford’s flooding
problem will begin in 2018.

“We have many layers of review [be-
fore we can begin construction],” ex-
plained Corps engineer Jodi McDonald,
“and that takes a lot of time.”

“We would have the actual feasi-
bility scope meeting in mid-2013,”
Corps engineer Alicia Gould ex-
plained. “From there, we move for-
ward to the optimized plan, and we
would have feasibility done by 2014.”

Following this, the Corps would
have to release a report to an agency
outside the Corps to analyze the cost
of the project, and design would
begin in 2016 and take an estimated
two years. After design, Congress
would have to approve funding for
the project and then construction
could begin.

“A project will never be constructed
without the township’s approval,” Ms.
Gould assured Mayor Aschenbach.

“The study area is the entire
Rahway River Watershed,” Ms.
McDonald stated. “We’re focusing
on those solutions that would solve
the flood problem in the damage
center of Cranford. Now, the solu-
tion may not be in Cranford; it may
be outside of Cranford. But we know
that the vast majority of damage is
occurring in Cranford.”

“The state as a sponsor has requested
that we only focus on Cranford/
Kenilworth,” added Ms. Gould. In
addition, the Corps will accept any
alternative plans that Cranford might
come up with in the meantime.

“[Senator Frank] Lautenberg
moaned when I told him how much

[Cranford] needs this done,” Mayor
Aschenbach joked, and explained
that Sen. Lautenberg called this time
period as a “moratorium on ear-
marks.” Ms. McDonald then ex-
plained to him that this project,
should it reach Congress, would be
considered an “earmark.”

Early Morning Blaze Rips
Through Southwyck Village

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Wednes-
day, July 6, at approximately 7 a.m.,
officials responded to a fire that origi-
nated in a townhouse in Southwyck
Village, a private, gated condominium
community at the southern end of
Scotch Plains near the Clark border.
The complex contains 294
townhouses built in the late 1970s
and early 1980s and sits on 55 acres
adjacent to the train tracks.

According to Scotch Plains Police
Detective Lieutenant Brian Donnelly,
at approximately 7 a.m. the Scotch
Plains police received a 9-1-1 call
from a resident reporting a working
residential fire at Yarmouth Village,
which is part of the Southwyck Vil-
lage condominium complex. “The
fire started in the upstairs bedroom.
There was a heating pad on the bed at
the time,” Det. Lt. Donnelly said.

The fire was extinguished by the
Scotch Plains Fire Department, which
received mutual aid from surround-
ing fire departments.

According to a report on nj.com,
firefighters contained the four-alarm
blaze that began at 5 Yarmouth Court
and made its way in to several adja-
cent units at approximately 9 a.m.

Several surrounding townhouse
units were damaged in the blaze and
the residents of those, and other sur-
rounding townhouses, were evacu-
ated.

Executive Director of the Raritan
Valley Chapter of the American Red
Cross Suzanne Lutz told The Westfield
Leader that the organization was at
the scene and assisted two victims by
setting them up in a local hotel for
three nights and providing them with
“debit cards loaded with money” to
purchase items they needed immedi-
ately, such as clothing.

Ms. Lutz stated the fire displaced
three additional families, who sought
shelter and immediate assistance
through family members.

The exact cause of the fire is still
under investigation by the Scotch
Plains Fire Department, but nothing
appears to be suspicious and no inju-
ries were reported, Det. Lt. Donnelly
said.

Weissman Named Westfield
Assistant Superintendent

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) last Thurs-
day unanimously approved the ap-
pointment of Michael Weissman as
Westfield’s new assistant superinten-
dent of pupil services during a spe-
cial meeting. Mr. Weissman will re-
place Theodore Kozlik, who has
served in that capacity for many years.

According to a statement read by
Anita O’Neal, assistant superinten-
dent of curriculum and instruction,
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan recommended Mr. Weissman
for the position starting this Septem-
ber.

In the statement, it was revealed
that other members of the nominat-
ing committee consisted of represen-
tatives from the BOE, a special edu-
cation parent group, Child Study team
members and school staff members.

Mr. Weissman is the current direc-
tor of educational services for the
Highland Park school district in
Middlesex County.

According to Mr. Weissman’s news
release, he had prepared the High-
land Park’s special-education bud-
get, managed the funding, was re-
sponsible for grants and extraordi-
nary aid and had “secured alternative
funding grants for the district.”

Mr. Weissman has a doctorate of
psychology degree from Rutgers
University, a master’s in education
and an advanced certificate in school
psychology from the Brooklyn Col-
lege of the University of New York,
as well as a Bachelor of Science
degree in Psychology from the State
University of New York at Oneonta.

During the public portion of the

meeting, former BOE member Gary
McCready thanked Mr. Kozlik for
his “many years of service to the
district.” He noted that Mr. Kozlik
“always had respect for all Westfield
students, for the taxpayers’ money
and for members of the board of
education.”

He also said he welcomed Mr.
Weissman and noted that he would be
filling some, “well-worn but very
high-quality shoes.” Mr. McCready
concluded by saying, “Ted, you have
done a great job. Good luck on all
your future endeavors.”

Board member Mark Friedman
stated that in the future, when a job
becomes vacant, he would like to see
“a more formal discussion” of the job
description to see if “re-organizing
the position is possible.”

 “I would like to see the group be
more verbal about jobs and evaluate
all needs of the district,” Mr. Fried-
man said.

He also stated, “I know my sugges-
tion comes on the heels of this ap-
pointment and my suggestions are
not related to it at all.”

It was noted that the next BOE
meeting would take place on Tues-
day, July 26, to discuss enrollment
issues.

Last month, dozens of concerned
Tamaques Elementary School sec-
ond grade parents came to the board
of education meeting looking for
class-size relief.

At that meeting, Superintendent
Dolan stated that the board, “was not
deaf to parents’ concerns” but that
the board was “putting off staffing
decisions until they see more con-
crete enrollment numbers for Sep-
tember.”

made a special trip from his home in
Basking Ridge to honor Mr. Cockren,
who he appointed as town attorney.
He credited Mr. Cockren with his run
for mayor and said, “I appreciate the
service you did for me as mayor.”

Mr. Cockren thanked both mayors
for “the confidence that you placed in
me.” After serving as attorney for the
board of adjustment and as Westfield
Republican Committee chairman, he
chose to put politics aside, saying
that the position of town attorney was
“a challenge I always wanted.” He
said that while Westfield has changed
over the course of 25 years, it “con-
tinues to be a place where people
want to live.”

Mr. Cockren retired from the town
but continues to practice law with the
firm SNR Denton.
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public open spaces such as parks,
playgrounds and other open spaces.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco mo-
tioned to table an ordinance to
amend various sections of Chapter
30 of the general code of the bor-
ough that deals with the personnel
policy of the ordinance. Section two
of the ordinance was to be amended
to repeal longevity benefits of non-
union employees, of which there
are about 10 employees, Borough
Clerk Christina Ariemma said.

Ms. Ariemma said an asbestos
study revealed there was asbestos
in the field house and the borough
will obtain a quote for removal.

She also said that Hatch Mott
MacDonald, the company used to
monitor environmental issues with
the soil at the site for the athletic
field complex, had submitted a pro-
posal for $25,000 to clean up soil
there. She said the cost should be
covered by insurance.

Councilman Jim Matthieu, chair-
man of the finance committee, said
the shared-services analysis is com-
plete and is under review.

Mayor Quattrocchi asked Coun-
cilman Matthieu to contact Mayor
of Roselle Park Joseph Accardi to
discuss Mr. Accardi’s idea to share
Department of Public Works (DPW)
services with Roselle Park,
Garwood, Kenilworth and Cranford,
since Roselle Park is building a

new DPW building. This was ini-
tially brought up in January.

Little Joe’s Liquors, the former
liquor store on South Avenue, has
renewed its liquor license. Ms.
Ariemma said the owner had sold
his corporation, that the license was
owned by the corporation, and that
he is in the process of buying the
corporation back in order to keep
the liquor license. She said the li-
cense to sell and consume liquor in
the borough is valuable, and those
licenses are no longer created. She
said the current location is closed
and that she heard a vitamin shop is
opening there. She said she sus-
pects the owner of Little Joe’s will
sell the liquor license.

Mr. DeFillippo, chairman of the
committee on aging, said bowling
will resume every Tuesday, Zumba
will begin at 10 a.m. on Tuesdays in
July and August and crafts and ce-
ramics will begin at 1 p.m. in July
for senior citizens.

During the workshop meeting,
Mayor Quattrocchi asked Borough
Engineer Donald Guarriello to look
into a resident inquiry regarding a
recessed manhole in the middle of
the road on 3rd Avenue near Gal-
lows Hill.

The Tuesday, July 26 meeting
has been cancelled; the next coun-
cil meeting is set for Tuesday, Au-
gust 9.
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FW Council Continues to
Discuss Shared Services

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — At the Borough
Council’s regular monthly meeting
Tuesday night, Mayor Colleen Mahr
indicated the sharing of police ser-
vices between Fanwood and Scotch
Plains is still being discussed.

Mayor Mahr said two “very good,
productive” shared services commit-
tee meetings were held in recent weeks,
involving the police chiefs from both
towns, municipal officials, and the
county prosecutor. Two more are
planned in the near future.

“We’re really the only two [Union
County] towns at the table,” said Mayor
Mahr, pointing to the shared police
services option.

The mayor said “operational issues”
and financial impacts are being looked
into, but stated, “I’m optimistic we
can find a way to do something, with-
out jeopardizing public safety.”

The mayor added that officials also
are discussing the potential sharing of
municipal court services.

In other business, Mayor Mahr fol-
lowed up on the well-attended June 13
community meeting regarding traffic
concerns on Shady Lane and Poplar
Place.

The mayor said an ad hoc commit-
tee of volunteers is set to meet next
Thursday with Fanwood Police Chief
Richard Trigo, at which time “perma-
nent and long-term solutions” will be
discussed.

“The main problem…is volume, not
speeding,” said Mayor Mahr, who
noted that another traffic count will be
conducted this summer so the data can
be compared with traffic volumes re-
corded during the recently concluded
school year.

In addition, the mayor indicated
that the borough may already have an
ordinance on the books that could
authorize turning restrictions and re-
lated signage with an eye toward pre-
venting drivers from using Shady Lane
or Poplar Place as cut-through routes
stating this option is being explored.

Mayor Mahr also emphasized that
although “we need to do some things
to address the problem at hand,” the

installation of crosswalks on Shady
Lane is not being considered as a
solution, based on feedback from resi-
dents.

“We heard you loud and clear,” the
mayor said.

The governing body approved a
resolution requesting Governor Chris
Christie and the State Legislature to
“distribute state aid to school districts
in a fair and equitable manner… while
continuing to provide for a thorough
and efficient education.”

Councilman Robert Manduca, who
introduced the resolution, indicated
the resolution stems from recent state
Supreme Court decisions regarding
the distribution of education funding,
generated from the income tax, to
certain districts.

Councilman Manduca said the dis-
tribution of state aid to school districts
“has not been fair.” He also suggested
the state’s income tax “is supposed to
be exclusively to offset or reduce prop-
erty taxes,” and not redirected by the
judicial branch.

“This is a resolution of support for
our elected officials… to uphold the
Constitution of the State of New Jer-
sey,” the councilman said.

A handful of residents spoke in fa-
vor of the resolution prior to its adop-
tion.

Alexander Smith, a member of the
local Tea Party movement said, “We
don’t quite get back our fair share [of
income tax revenue].”

Fanwood resident Maggie Savoca
said, “We’ve been talking about prop-
erty taxes for years… getting some of
our income tax back would help.”

In light of the recent summer heat
and humidity, Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell noted that The
Chelsea  of Fanwood assisted-living
complex on South Avenue offers a
“cooling center” for those who don’t
have air conditioning at home.

Councilwoman Mitchell encour-
aged senior citizens, particularly those
with health problems or malfunction-
ing air conditioners, to use the Chelsea;
adding that seniors can call the police
department if they need a ride to the
facility.


