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Vintage Jewelry Sale

    from the private collection of 

      2-time Tony Award Winner

Christine Ebersole

Friday July 8th    6 - 8 pm

Meet Christine and hear her first-hand stories of how she 

came to acquire each of these unique pieces.

Includes pieces worn on Stage, and in TV, Movies & Concerts.

"It's very difficult to keep the line between the past and the present"

Little Edie Beale - Grey Gardens

The Farmhouse Store
221 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ  908-654-0444

Westfield Farmers’
Market Returns July 9

WESTFIELD - The Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (WACC) announced the
Westfield Farmers’ Market will
return beginning Saturday, July
9. The WACC welcomes Two
River Community Bank as the
new sponsor of the Farmers’
Market.

The Farmers’ Market
will operate every Sat-
urday in the South Av-
enue Train Station
parking lot from
8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
until October 29.
There is easy ac-
cess and plenty
of parking. The
WACC suggests
bringing the fam-
ily and enjoy stroll-
ing the market.

The WACC is very ex-
cited to have several new
vendors at the market. One
new vendors is a local favorite –
Alan’s Orchards. Alan will bring a
great variety of treats. Also new
this year, Paolo’s Kitchen brings a
delicious variety of prepared meals,
and Charley’s Toffee – how sweet
it is.

This year the WACC is excited
to have Donaldson Farms return-
ing, as well as Peaceful Valley
and Skeba Farms. They will be
carrying Jersey Fresh corn on
the cob, beans, potatoes, and
multiple varieties of lettuce,
blueberries, and squash. As the
summer moves along, they will
also have local tomatoes and

peaches followed by pumpkins
and apples in the fall.

High Mountain Foods will bring
back their assortment of pastas,
ravioli and fresh mozzarella. Sat-
urday night is a great night to
enjoy their delicious pizza.

Your choices, and enjoyment,
don’t end there. Also, back this
year is the Lithuanian Bakery of-
fering European-style breads and
treats, including Jewish rye bread,

multi-grain breads, a variety
of babkas and deep-dish

fruit pies.
Gourmet Nuts and

Dried Fruits will offer a
variety of snacks.

The Farmers’ Market is
a combination of town
and country, affording
regional farmers an op-
portunity to sell their
products, and offering lo-
cal residents the avail-
ability of fresh “just
picked” produce. The

New Jersey Department of
Agriculture fully endorses the lo-
cal “Jersey Fresh” Farmers Mar-
ket program and encourages you
to experience the difference.

The Westfield Farmers’ Market
is the highlight of the summer
season in downtown Westfield,
and the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce is proud to be able
to bring it to you once again.

For more information, or if you
would like to participate as a ven-
dor, please call (908) 233-3021
and speak to Neil Pinkman, Ex-
ecutive Director.

Shopping, Dining and the Blue Jays Make
Toronto More Than Just a Tall Tower

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for the Summer Adventure Series

One thing about Toronto that may
most surprise the first-time visitor
is not astonishment over just how
tall that CN Tower is, or what a
wide variety of neighborhoods there
are to explore in this truly cosmo-
politan city of 2.5 million.

For me, it was Toronto Islands, a
mini-archipelago about two-thirds
the size of Central Park that sits just
offshore in Lake Ontario. Especially
on weekends in the summer, it is a
major gathering spot for city dwell-
ers, their kids and tourists. Vast
expanses of lawn fill up with pic-
nickers, sunbathers and informal
softball, soccer and other games,
cyclists ride along paved paths,
snacks and drinks are available from
vendors and a small restaurant, and
some amusement rides are avail-
able for the youngsters. There are
several beaches as well along the
southern shore of this well-tended
570-acre property. No cars are al-
lowed on the island, so access is
just a breezy 15-minute ferry ride
away.

But there’s much more to see in
Canada’s largest city, which is a
quick 90-minute flight from New-
ark. Toronto Pearson International
Airport is not accessible via sub-
way so be ready to shell out about
$20 for a shuttle bus or $65 for a
taxi ride for the 30-minute trip into
downtown.

Let’s start with the CN Tower,
which stretches 1,815 feet into the
sky and offers eye-popping—and
for some, vertigo-inducing—views
from its observation deck at 1,122
feet. Getting up there means riding
a windowed elevator that hugs the
outside of the tower. And if that
isn’t thrilling enough, the observa-
tion deck features several glass
floors that the braver souls not only
stand on and lie on, with the ground
visible nearly a quarter mile below,
but also jump up and down on to
give the rest of us shivers up our
spines. One level up is “360,” a
revolving restaurant that boasts the
world’s highest wine cellar.

Across the street is the massive
Rogers Centre, home to major
league baseball’s Blue Jays and the

2015 Pan American Games. It fea-
tures a retractable roof that was the
first of its kind when it was built
two decades ago, which keeps the
venue busy year round.

There’s an underground subway
system that’s easy to navigate, but
if the weather’s agreeable and your
feet can endure it, walking Toronto’s
many and varied neighborhoods is
not dissimilar to strolling Manhat-
tan and crossing from Murray Hill
to Gramercy Park to Chelsea to
Greenwich Village and then to SoHo
and Tribeca. About a mile and a half
east of the CN Tower, on the other
side of the Financial District, is the
Distillery District, a cluster of
former distilleries and warehouse-
like structures from the Victorian
Era that was refurbished a decade
ago and now houses numerous in-
teresting restaurants, cafes and
shops.

A 30-minute walk to the north
brings you to Yorkville, a major shop-
ping area with many upscale retail-
ers, especially along Bloor Street. If
you’ve spent money on Fifth Av-
enue, or Rodeo Drive, you’ll feel
right at home here. Nearby is the
University of Toronto, one of those
rare pretty urban campuses, and the
Discovery District, a small neigh-
borhood of hospitals and research
institutions. Rest your feet in Queen’s
Park, a large oblong-shaped expanse
of trees, grassy areas and fountains
located on the university campus a
block west of Bay Street.

Then head south on University
Avenue, through Chinatown and into
the Entertainment and Fashion Dis-
tricts. The main east-west thorough-
fare here is Queen Street West, my
favorite neighborhood with its artsy
and bohemian mix of Greenwich
Village and SoHo, lots of small shops
sprinkled with a few pricey national
retailers, hole-in-the wall cafes and
bars, galleries, music and a popula-
tion dominated by 20-somethings.
With so many options for fun shop-

ping, eating and strolling, one can
easily kill an afternoon that drifts
into the evening in this multi-block
neighborhood.

Like any city worth its salt, Toronto
has numerous restaurants offering
food from around the world at prices
ranging from cheap to expensive.
Check opentable.com, a great site
even for non-members looking to
find a great dinner spot. All the ma-
jor hotel chains have a presence in
downtown Toronto, including
Marriott, Hilton, Westin and
Sheraton. While daytime tempera-
tures tend to linger in the 20s in
January and February, by the sum-
mer months, the thermometer in
Toronto ranges from the upper 70s
to low 80s.

If you’re a cineaste, don’t forget
that the Toronto International Film
Festival—which has showcased such
films as “Slumdog Millionaire,”
“American Beauty” and “The King’s
Speech,” is held for 11 days every
September.

For visitors with a day to spare,
Niagara Falls is only a two-hour
train ride away. VIA Rail Canada is
more comfortable than New Jersey
Transit, but less so than Amtrak;
round-trip fare to the falls is about
$20 for an adult on weekends. As
kitschy as its image may be, the falls
themselves are truly an amazing and
powerful sight to see. The Canadian
side of the falls offers more than the
U.S. in terms of stunning views,
places to eat and drink, gambling
and other touristy attractions, in-
cluding the famed Maiden of the
Mist boat ride that takes you right
into the churning waters beneath the
falls. From the train station to the
falls, it is either a very long walk or
about a 10-minute taxi ride.

The great thing about the T-Dot,
as some call it, is that it’s close
enough that travel to, and from does
not consume too much of a day. As a
result, a vacation in Toronto can be
done easily over a long weekend,
flying up on a Friday morning and
returning later on Sunday, leaving
the first-time visitor the better part
of three days to explore a city that
instantly became one of my all-time
favorites.

***
This vacation story is part of a

summer series featuring actual va-
cations  submitted by our readers.
To have your vacation adventure
considered for an upcoming edition
of the newspaper, please submit your
story, along with high resolution
photos to: Betsey Burgdorf at
AE@goleader.com.
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EYE POPPING...The views from Toronto’s CN Tower—its observation deck is
1,122 feet in the sky—are breathtaking and, in some cases, vertigo-inducing.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FARM FRESH…The Scotch Plains Farmers’ Marketplace, held Saturday’s
through October in the municipal building parking lot, was overflowing with
flowers, fresh produce, baked goods, nuts and more this past Saturday.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOOD TIMES…Richie and Chet of the Booglerizers, an acoustic ragtime and
blues band, entertain the crowd at the Corbin annual Fourth of July BBQ.

Downtown Jazz
Festival

Tuesday, July 12

Mike Kaplan Nonet –
Central Avenue;

Jerry Topinka – East Broad St.
and North Avenue;

La Balteuband – Elm Street;
Roxy Perry – North Avenue.


