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Trailside’s Matinee Series
Begins July 13

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mark your
calendars for the popular Wednesday
Matinee Series at Trailside Nature
and Science Center that begins on
July 13 and continues every Wednes-
day through August 17. This family
entertainment series begins at 1:30
p.m. each week and runs approxi-
mately 45 minutes. All shows are
recommended for children ages 4
and older. Admission is $4 per person
and tickets go on sale at 1 p.m. before
each matinee.

“Dancin’ with the Honeybee,” a
show that will educate and delight
children about the life of a honeybee,
will kick off the series on July 13.
Cliff Sunflower will enthrall the au-
dience with stories, poems, puppetry,
music and dance.

On July 20, the circus comes to
Trailside with “Super Circus Stuff.”
This exciting show is a combination
of pure entertainment and audience
participation. The circus-themed
show is filled with fun and exciting
circus routines, including juggling,
balancing, plate spinning, tablecloth
pulling, boomerang bubbles and
more.

“Kids in Motion” takes to the
Trailside stage on July 27 with a non-
stop musical journey. Jo Jo Russell, a
talented DJ entertainer, will have ev-
eryone clapping, stomping and sway-
ing from start to finish. This high-
energy presentation encourages the
audience to be the stars.

The excitement continues on Au-
gust 3 with a “Magic Variety Show.”
Steve Johnson will captivate the chil-
dren with magic effects, comedy, au-
dience participation and a thrilling
juggling act.

August 10 showcases “The Lizard
Guy,” Jungle Jon, who will introduce
the audience to a menagerie of live
animals. His presentation will take
the audience on a journey to learn
about the day in the life of bugs,
frogs, lizards, snakes and turtles.

The 2011 Wednesday Matinee Se-
ries ends on August 17 with “Hocus
Pocus,” a show that is sure to as-
tound, baffle and thrill the audience.
Joe Fischer, Magician Extraordinaire,
does a fast-paced show with the per-
fect blend of magic, comedy, audi-
ence participation and excitement.
He has an outstanding rapport with
children and his ability to communi-
cate and engage audience members
of all ages makes this show “pure
magic.”

For additional information about
the Wednesday Matinee Series, or
other upcoming programs and spe-
cial events, please call (908) 789-
3670 or visit us at www.ucnj.org/
trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside and is a ser-
vice of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Writing, Poetry and Short Story Winners Announced
WESTFIELD - The New Jersey

State Federation of Women’s Clubs
(NJSFWC) announced the  state win-
ners of the 2011 Creative Writing
Poetry and Short Story Contest.

Writers were previously local win-
ners of the Woman’s Club of Westfield
Poetry Short Story Contest.

Poetry winners are: First Place
Award - Christina Otero, for her poem
“Books Are Just As Good,” category
4 (grades 9, 10, 11, 12). Christina is

the daughter of Lourdes C. Santalla
and is a senior at Union Catholic
Regional High School.

Second Place Award - Julian Okun-
Dubitsky, for his poem, “Thank you
Taste Buds,”) category 1 (grades K,
1, 2). Julian is the son of Alexandra
Okun and Craig Dubitsky and is in
the third grade at McKinley Elemen-
tary School in Westfield.

Third Place Award - Madeline
Reynders for her poem, “Once A

Amber Johnson Christina Otero Julian Okun-Dubitsky Madeline Reynders Nathan Lam

Year,” category 2 (Grades 3, 4, 5).
Madeline is the daughter of Alison
and Todd Reynders and is in the fourth
grade at Tamaques Elementary
School in Westfield.

Short Story Winners are: First Place
- Amber Johnson for her short story,
“Humanity on the Verge of Extinc-
tion,” category 3 (grades 6, 7, 8).
Amber is the daughter of Linda and
Tim Johnson and is in the eighth
grade at Roosevelt Intermediate

School in Westfield.
Second Place - Nathan Lam for his

short story, “I Am a Super Hero,”
category 2 (grades 3, 4, 5). Nathan is
the son of Alicia and Raymond Lam
and is in third grade at Franklin El-
ementary School in Westfield.

The first place winning poem and
short story have been sent on to be
considered on a nationwide level by
the General Federation of Women’s
Clubs (GFWC.)
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“Super 8”
Earns About a 6

2 and 1/2 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

The look and feel of a magnum
opus from Spielberg, who produced
this movie written and directed by
J.J. Abrams, is unmistakable, from
the camera angles, to the mood, to
the plot exposition. So you sit there,
rather entertained by the character
development, and wait for some-
thing truly grand to happen. After
the closing credits, you’re still wait-
ing.

We’re again talking alien(s), who
may or may have not come to this
small town in Ohio. Interspersed
among the doings of a cadre of
precocious teens hell-bent on mak-
ing a horror movie with their ring-
leader/director Charles’s Super 8
camera, things begin to really go
bump in the night. Oh, maybe it’s
nothing. Tensions rise. No, it’s
something.

Well, it better be something, be-
cause director Abrams successfully
puts us at seat’s edge for nearly
three quarters of the movie before
we get a glimpse of what could be
causing all the worry. Whether it
exists or not, for now let’s call it
The Monster. At times, we think we
can see it through the gauzy filters
of night. Whatever it is, it can’t be
good.

In engaging contrast to the brew-
ing storm, the albeit familiar con-
struction of Middle American soci-
ology, seen through the trials and
tribulations of our intrepid film-
makers, paints a Rockwellian idyll,
now challenged. The unknown
threat is a metaphor for the creep-
ing doubts that real life has a habit
of surfacing. Fear not, it won’t de-
ter the kids.

We’re first introduced to the mill
town milieu following a terrible
accident at the plant. In hushed
tones, polite folks gather at the home
of Joe Lamb (Joel Courtney). His
mom has been killed. Bits and pieces
of relationship data inform that Joe’s
dad, Jackson (Kyle Chandler), a
deputy sheriff, has bonding issues.
Good thing Joe has his filmmaking
pals.

He’s the FX/makeup guru,
counted upon to make a zombie
look like the real deal. Chubby
Charles Kaznyk (Riley Griffiths),
who probably already knows
enough to get a scholarship to UC
Berkeley’s film program, assumes
Joe won’t let the personal tragedy
interrupt his participation in their
latest project. The show must go
on. It’s good therapy.

***
Others aboard include Martin

(Gabriel Basso), the lead actor; Cary
(Ryan Lee), whose pyrotechnic con-
tribution borders on obsession; and
unflappable tech helper/actor,
Preston (Zach Mills). The thing is
they need a female lead. Summon-

ing courage from beneath his direc-
torial guise, Charles asks pretty
Alice Dainard (Elle Fanning) to join
the crew.

Gee, she agrees. And not only
that, but helping facilitate a sneak-
away, midnight filming session, the
unlicensed driver “borrows” her
dad’s car and ferries the guys to the
train station where Charles hopes
to capture his perennially vaunted
“production value.” Abrams uses
the occasion to introduce the ironic
dramatic complication, with a
boom.

But while the unexpected cata-
clysm the troupe witnesses is stun-
ning, after a minute or two of see-
ing the laws of physics catastrophi-
cally proved over and over, the
mangled steel shown at multiple
speeds and from every angle, it
grows curious. It’s a sign of the
times. Sensationalism in and of it-
self does little to advance the story
or make us think.

Hitchcock, for example, might
have averted our eyes at the very
last second, allowing just a terrible
screech to plant the horror in our
minds. But then the story would
have to be better woven, thus assur-
ing that we were more interested in
why the calamity occurred than
what it looked like. That might not
do for today’s high sensory thresh-
old types.

Filmmaker Abrams has no great
tale to tell, no profound surprise to
unleash in the eleventh hour. What
he does have is a darn good bit of
character interaction. In a style part
Spielbergian but also reminiscent
of the mood Rob Reiner created in
“Stand by Me” (1986), there is a
nostalgic peek into the dynamics
that help shape our kids’ friend-
ships.

Yet, the morality tale that ties
that into the parent-sibling issues,
which beg resolution is as perfunc-
tory as it is predictable. O.K., we
can forgive that. But what truly
disappoints us is the monster. After
waiting all this time, you’d think it
would be something really terrific.
I mean, you have all those special
effects and this is what you give us?
C’mon.

Granted, the horror movie within
a horror movie is niftily conceived.
And the acting performances by
Elle Fanning, Joel Courtney and
Riley Griffiths are quite winning.
But while a smarter integration of
its parts might have made for a
somewhat better movie, it would
take nothing less than a more in-
ventive monster to make “Super 8”
truly super.

…
“Super 8,” rated PG-13, is a Para-

mount Pictures release directed by
J.J. Abrams and stars Elle Fanning,
Joel Courtney and Riley Griffiths.
Running time: 112 minutes

HORSEBACK CLASSES…Now is the time to register for horseback riding
classes at Union County’s Watchung Stable in Mountainside. The autumn class
sessions for beginners (ages 9 and older) and experienced riders begin the week
of September 6. For registration information, call Watchung Stable at (908) 789-
3665, or email stablequestions@ucnj.org.

Registration for Classes at
Watchung Stable Now Open
MOUNTAINSIDE – While most of

us are preoccupied with summer plans,
the staff at Union County’s Watchung
Stable in Mountainside is busy pre-
paring for the start of next season’s
horseback riding lessons. Now is the
time for beginners and returning rid-
ers to register for fall classes at
Watchung Stable.

Registration is now open. All appli-
cants for riding lessons must be nine
years of age or older. Fall Troop be-
gins the week of September 6, and
culminates with the Fall Troop
Horse Show. The cost to participate
begins at $231 for ten classes, and
varies with Union County residency
status and troop assignment. Classes
are held Tuesdays through Satur-
days.

Class and troop assignments are
based upon riding ability as deter-
mined by the Stable management.
Applicants with previous experience
may be asked to demonstrate their

riding ability in order to be placed in
the appropriate class. Uniforms and
helmets are required and must be
provided at the rider’s expense.

Watchung Stable also features
adult lessons, for people 18 years
of age and older, beginning the week
of September 6. Classes for adults
are available Sundays at 12:45 p.m.,
and Tuesdays at 10 a.m. Adult les-
sons are an eight-week program on
either Sunday or Tuesday morning.
Beginners through advanced les-
sons are available on both days.

Registration forms and fees must
be submitted in-person at Watchung
Stable, located at 1160 Summit Lane
in Mountainside. Office hours are 9
a.m. – noon and 1 – 3 p.m. daily.

Watchung Stable is a facility of
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. For further informa-
tion, and to obtain registration ma-
terials, call (908) 789-3665 or email:
stablequestions@ucnj.org.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWEET COUPLE…A couple traveling with an Italian-American club from
Massachusetts pose for the camera while enjoying a gelato from Bovella’s Pastry
Shoppe in Westfield. The stop, planned by the club’s organizers, was a surprise
for the members, who were on their way home from Atlantic City.

Free Concert by Tusk at
Echo Lake Park July 13

MOUNTAINSIDE - The Union
County Summer Arts Festival con-
cert series continues its 51st season
of music on Wednesday, July 13,
with a performance by Tusk – a
band that recreates the greatest hits
of Fleetwood Mac. The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers invites the public to attend this
free concert that begins at 7:30 p.m.
in Echo Lake Park in Mountainside.

Tusk covers the music of
Fleetwood Mac to perfection. The
group is made up of musicians
Kathy Phillips, a New Jersey singer/
songwriter who captures the essence
of Stevie Nicks; Kim Williams on
keyboards and vocals; Scott
McDonald on guitar; drummer Tom
Nelson and bassist Randy Artiglere.

Expect to hear songs like
“Rhiannon,” “Go Your Own Way,”
and “Don’t Stop Thinking about
Tomorrow” and see a memorable
show that will impress even the
most diehard Fleetwood Mac fans.

The Union County information
van will be at the concert site with
personnel from Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension along with Union
County staff to answer questions
and offer information about pro-
grams and recreational activities
that are available to Union County
residents.

The Summer Arts Festival con-
certs continue throughout July and
August on Wednesdays beginning
at 7:30 p.m. This summer’s con-
certs will be held at Echo Lake Park
on the Mountainside-Westfield bor-
der and at Oak Ridge Park in Clark.
Lawn chairs, blankets and picnic
baskets are encouraged. Refresh-
ments and snacks will be available
from vendors.

The other free concerts in the
Union County Summer Arts Festi-
val series include: July 20 – The
Kootz (good time Rock and Roll); at
Echo Lake Park; July 27 – The Full
Count Big Band (Jazz from
Mountainside); at Echo Lake Park;
August 3 – The British Invasion Trib-
ute (songs of the ‘60s), at Oak Ridge
Park; August 10 – JoBonanno and
the Godsons (Jersey Shore Soul), at
Oak Ridge Park; August 17 – Al-
most Queen (Queen cover band), at
Oak Ridge Park; August 24 –
Parrotbeach (Jimmy Buffett cover
band), at Echo Lake Park; August 31
– The Nerds (high energy party
band), at Oak Ridge Park.

For rain information call the Union
County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal at (908) 558-
4079 after 3 p.m. on the day of the
scheduled concert, or visit the Union
County web site: www.ucnj.org.

Kids Kingdom Brings Fun to
Rahway River Park July 9

RAHWAY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal are happy
to announce that the Kids King-
dom Traveling Jubilee will bring
an afternoon of entertainment and
activities for children to Rahway
River Park off St. Georges Avenue
in Rahway on Saturday, July 9,
from 1 to 6 p.m.

Kids Kingdom will be held rain
or shine. Admission is free. Food,
ice cream and other refreshments
will be available from vendors.

Kids Kingdom Traveling Jubi-
lee provides lively entertainment
that includes stage performances,
hands-on demonstrations and dis-
plays, crafts, music, games and a
whole lot more. There will be en-
tertaining science experiments; an
“instrument petting zoo” where
children can learn about musical
instruments; a display of reptiles;
inflatable rides; non-stop enter-
tainment on stage; pony rides; a pet-

ting zoo; K-9 demonstrations and
children’s fingerprinting;
Bubblemania; Bingo; and plenty of
other activities.

Later this summer, Kids Kingdom
Traveling Jubilee will visit Mattano
Park in Elizabeth on Saturday, Au-
gust 13; and Oak Ridge Park in
Clark on Sept. 17-18 during the
Union County Fair.

For more information about Kids
Kingdom, please call (908) 527-
4900, or visit the Union County
web site: www.ucnj.org.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA...Thousands crowded into Nomahegan Park in
Cranford to enjoy the daytime fair and nightime firework display, which included
a crowd pleasing grand finale.
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