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Cranford/Garwood News

Azure Chapter 87 Reveals
2011-2012 Slate of Officers

CRANFORD – Azure Chapter 87,
Order of the Eastern Star, began its
2011-2012 year in April with a new
slate of officers. Elected officers in-
clude Marie J. Donnelly, Worthy
Matron; Philip A. Donnelly, Worthy
Patron; Cheryl Vroom, Associate
Matron; Kathy Anderson, Conduc-
tress; Debra Persing, Associate Con-
ductress; Marion Puglisi, Secretary,
and Hettie McKinney, Treasurer.

In addition, the following are the
appointed officers for the ensuing year:
Susan Forster, Kathy Melnick, Patricia
Ledger, Judith Burlew, Patricia Zatko,
Judy Gay, Dorothy Johnson, Norman
Persing, Terry Zahorchak, Ruth Mega,
Genevieve Yachnik, Carol MacFadyen
and John Dziedzic.

The Order of the Eastern Star, open
to men and women, is one of the

largest fraternal organizations in the
world. The Eastern Star is a chari-
table and educational association that
provides support to both members
and non-members.

The Star Chapter in Cranford is
located at the AzureMasada Masonic
Lodge and has more than 100 mem-
bers. It sponsors various fund-raising
events to support its multiple chari-
table projects, including its Eastern
Star Home in Bridgewater.

The chapter meets the first and
third Fridays of each month at the
Masonic Lodge at 478 South Avenue
in Cranford. For more information
about the Order of the Eastern Star
and membership, contact Marie
Donnelly, Worthy Matron, at (908)
789-0813 or
oesazure87@comcast.net.

Library Posts July Offerings
For Adults and Youngsters

GARWOOD – Young readers at
the Garwood Public Library have
begun to participate in this year’s
Summer Reading Club, featuring the
theme “One World, Many Stories.”
Children are encouraged to read a
variety of books with multicultural
themes, and their “passports” will
reflect the amount of time they have
spent reading.

The summer reading program began
on June 27 will run through Monday,
August 8. Closing activities for partici-
pants and an ice cream party will take
place on Thursday, August 11.

Additionally, the library encourages
all adults who check out books during
the summer to enter their names into a
weekly random drawing for prizes,
with a grand prize chosen from all
entries to be offered at the end of the
summer on Friday, September 2.

The library currently is displaying a
selection from its extensive collection
of various cookbooks, highlighting
grilling and outdoor activities, as well
as its collection of travel guidebooks.

Craft Days will be held Tuesdays
at 3 p.m. during July. Included will be
a Fan Craft on July 12 and a
Decoupage Craft on July 26. There
will be no craft activity on July 19.
Movies for children will be offered
on Thursdays at 2 p.m. Youngsters

may bring a snack, but all drinks must
be in closeable containers. For the
schedule, check the library’s website.

On July 12, at 6:30 p.m., crafter
Diana Moore will demonstrate how
to make a beaded ankle bracelet.
Registration is required for this event,
which is limited to 10 adults. All
materials will be supplied.

Snakes ’n Scales will present a pro-
gram for children on July 19 at 2 p.m.
entitled “The Good, the Icky, and the
Slimy,” featuring live “creepy crawlies”
and bugs. Registration is required. A
parent or adult caregiver must accom-
pany children under age 8.

On Wednesday, July 27, at 3 p.m.,
magician Mark Zacharia will entertain
children and their parents/caregivers.
Registration is also required for this
event, and a parent or adult caregiver
must accompany children under age 8.

Preference will be given to
Garwood residents first for both the
Snakes ’n Scales program and the
magic program.

The Garwood Public Library is lo-
cated at the corner of Third Avenue
and Walnut Street, behind the Lincoln
School complex. Registration for these
programs may be done by calling (908)
789-1670, in person, or at the library’s
interactive calendar found on its
website, youseemore.com/garwood.

Vandalism Rises at GW’s
Vacant Washington School

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – A Garwood Board
of Education member reported that
vandalism is on the rise at the now-
vacant Washington School.

Last year, the borough decided to
take Washington School “off-line”
and consolidate its efforts into its
lone school, the K-8 Lincoln
School.

Building and Grounds Commit-
tee Chairman Russell Graham de-
tailed the damage to the building.

“Damage seems to be accelerat-
ing, like the kids know the building
is not being used, so they’re
emboldened to be a little more ad-
venturesome,” he said. “They’ve
gone as far as kicking in
windows...and they’re jumping on
the cages over the exhaust fans.”

One of the trespassers, he said,
actually made it into the vacant
building through a window. Since
then, a Garwood staff member had
to screw all the windows closed.

“We’re seeing some pretty cre-
ative vandalism,” Mr. Graham said.

The water also had to be shut off
after one of the faucets was left on.
A staff member, he said, could have
inadvertently done this.

He suggested putting up no-tres-
passing signs and said the borough
“needs the community to step up

and keep an eye on everything.”
In other Washington School busi-

ness, Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley also spoke about
the school and said the board wants
to “retain ownership of the build-
ing.”

“Everyone would love for it to be
a pre-school center,” she said. “It
just has to be a self-sustaining cen-
ter.”

Washington School, on East
Street, closed after deep state-aid-
funding cuts last year; it had housed
four classes of about 80 students in
pre-school and kindergarten.

Mrs. Quigley spoke privately with
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times after the
meeting and recapped the history
of Washington’s closing.

“We had one week to find
$400,000,” she said. “To try to save
programs, we moved everyone from
Washington School, here (Lincoln).
Washington was taken off-line. It
was not closed.”

She said the primary objective
had been to seek a party who would
rent the facility and continue to
operate a school from within it.

“Now,” she said, “as [an ad-hoc]
committee, we’re saying, ‘Maybe
that’s not feasible,’ and we’re going
out to look at our other options. For
example, should we go to the town
council because the municipal gov-
ernment has outgrown its building?”

Regardless, she said, “The
Garwood Board of Education wants
to retain ownership of this school.
That’s definite. We’re not selling it.
We would just rent it.”

In her Superintendent’s Report,
Mrs. Quigley said New Jersey’s
anti-bullying legislation would
force new standards to be in place
as of September 1. She said parents
must be “re-educated” as to what
bullying is.

She also said teachers, come Sep-
tember, must operate under new
core-curriculum standards. Staff-
ing, she said, is already at “bare-
bones” levels.

New Jersey State Senator Michael
Doherty (R-Hunterdon) has con-
tacted the district to enlist its sup-
port in an effort to “restore equity
into the distribution of state aid” to
New Jersey schools.

In the letter, sent to Ms. Quigley,
it says the Garwood school district
is “one of the many that are unfairly
treated by the state.” Mr. Doherty
claims that the borough gets back 7
cents for each dollar it sends to
Trenton.

Garwood currently receives
$229,710 in state aid. Given stu-
dent-enrollment projections, adop-
tion of Mr. Doherty’s plan would
“result in an increase in state school
aid for [Garwood] of $3,777,905
annually.”

The Senator would like to visit
the borough and have a town-hall
meeting to discuss the topic. The
BOE stated its intention of contact-
ing his office to learn more.

The BOE entered executive ses-
sion following the meeting to con-
tinue discussions on a contract with
the 35-member Garwood Educa-
tion Association (GEA), the teach-
ers’ union. Negotiations Chairman
John Sullivan said the GEA can-
celled the last meeting. The con-
tract expired June 30.

******** The Fourth of July is celebrated all day long in Cranford. – Photos by Paul Lachenauer and Betsey Burgdorf ********

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The Zoning Board
of Adjustment on Monday turned
down by a 6-1 vote an application by
Parkway Sunoco, located at 401 North
Avenue, East, to its renovations to
their facility, including incorporat-
ing a new convenience store that
would be open between the hours of
5 a.m. and 10 p.m.

Sunoco was applying for a list of
use variances required to convert
the facility’s repair garages into a
convenience store. Currently,
Sunoco illegally operates a small
convenience store on the premises,
as both gas stations and convenience
stores are prohibited uses in that
zone and require “D” variances to
operate. The gas station has existed
and operated in that location since
1970.

Sunoco’s application originally
stated that it wished to operate a 24-
hour store, which it later changed to
have the store operate between the
hours of 5 a.m. and midnight, then
finally to between 5 a.m. and 10 p.m.
in a last-minute effort to sway the
board into accepting the application.

Sunoco’s application faced oppo-
sition from not only most of the board
members but also township residents.
One point that was repeatedly made
was that the addition of a late-night
operating convenience store would
lead to an increase of criminal activ-
ity in the area.

“A growing number of individuals
we read in the police blotter of our
local newspaper are stopped in that
area for possessing drug parapherna-
lia,” stated board member William
Montani.

Board Chairman Robert
Hellenbrecht was not just the only
member who voted in favor of the
application, but remained staunchly
in favor of the application from the
beginning, even going so far as to
attempt to filibuster the opposition
with an approximately 40-minute-
long continuous speech during the
closing comments section of the meet-
ing.

Halfway through Mr.
Hellenbrecht’s closing comments,
former mayor Mark Smith started
clapping very loudly from his seat in
the audience, attempting to cut Mr.
Hellenbrecht off.

“Oh, I’m sorry, I thought you were
done,” said Mr. Smith. “[You]
should’ve been done a long time ago.”

“Be quiet, or I’m going to go next
door and get the police!” Board At-
torney David Weeks interjected.

“[Mr. Hellenbrecht has] spoken for
15 minutes and hasn’t mentioned a
municipal land-use law once,” Mr.
Smith explained.

“You should not be speaking, and
you know better,” Mr. Weeks stated
as he got up to leave the room.

Mr. Weeks returned a few minutes
later by himself, and sat down in his
regular seat.

Education News

CHS Graduation Hits
All the Right Notes
By PETER GRIESMER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Cranford High
School (CHS) said goodbye to 266 of
its 272 graduating seniors on June 22
at Memorial Field.

Following the event’s conclusion,
CHS Principal Rui Dionisio said,
“This was one of our finest perfor-
mances and a testament to our won-
derful students and staff.”

Having just completed his first
school year as a high school princi-
pal, Mr. Dionisio noted that he
watched the past four or five Cranford
High School graduation ceremonies
in preparation for this year’s event. In
an address that followed that of Class
President Colleen Jones, Mr. Dionisio
alluded to his own high school gradu-
ation and words regarding the occa-
sion that his grandfather offered him.

Gayle Carrick, Cranford superin-
tendent of schools, presented the
graduating class to the Board of Edu-
cation with her own speech in which
she spoke about the necessity of align-
ing one’s actions with one’s inner
sense of self, and the value of deter-
mining for oneself what strategies
work best during life’s more trying
chapters.

Board of Education President Mary
Venditti also honored the ceremony
with an address before conferring
diplomas alongside fellow Vice-
President Cathy Morgese. After the
ceremony, Ms. Morgese was quick to
make note of the speeches offered by
the salutatorian and valedictorian,
saying, “They were both entertain-
ing, fun, and serious.”

Salutatorian Kimberly La Fronz’s
speech revisited the subject of her
college application essay — the

Backstreet Boys. For his part, Vale-
dictorian Bryan Santos offered his
fellow students some advice about
the future and managed to make ref-
erence to both Albert Camus and Dav
Pilkey’s book series “Captain Under-
pants” along the way.

Between the two speeches,
Cranford High School Concert Choir
Director Anthony Rafaniello con-
ducted his group in singing Joseph
Martin’s “The Quest Unending” (with
text taken from Alfred Lord
Tennyson’s poem, “Ulysses”) and
Peter Lutkin’s “The Lord Bless You
and Keep You.”

The four class officers — Colleen,
Vice-President Joseph Papandrea,
Secretary Sarah Quinn, and Treasurer
Eric Walano — were brought onstage
for the tassel ceremony, thus con-
cluding the four straight years the
four officers spent serving their high
school class. Mr. Papandrea invited
his classmates in moving their tassels
from the left side of their mortar-
boards to the right. Sarah and Eric led
the Pledge of Allegiance earlier in the
ceremony.

Families and friends alike greeted
students with hugs, kisses, high fives,
congratulations, and photos follow-
ing the recession. Amidst all the com-
motion, several students expressed
feeling a mixture of enthusiasm and
anticipation as they waited for the
event to impact them fully. “I’m re-
ally excited,” said  newly graduated
Mark Roberts. “It still hasn’t hit me
yet.”

Kimberly concurred with Mr.
Dionisio in his belief that the event
was a success. “I don’t think it could
have run much better with 300 high
school students,” she said.
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Alpine • Fort Lee • Franklin Lakes • Hillsdale • Hoboken 
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Westfield Office: 436 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ  908.654.6666
www.prominentproperties.com

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUN I T Y

2242 OLD FARM ROAD                   $465,000
Large Bi-Level on quiet street features 4BRs, 2.5 baths, Lg LR w/gas
fpl, Eat In Kitchen leads to deck, Formal Dining Room, Family Room
w/doors to patio 2 car oversized attached garage.

Dir: Westfield Rd to Old Farm Road

OPEN HOUSE SUN 7/10 • 1-4PM

EXPANDED CAPE $629,000
5BR, 2.5 bth Cape on acre lot features huge Kitchen with granite coun-
tertops & breakfast bar, Lg Fam Rm w/sliders to patio, FDR, part fin
bsmt w/Rec Rm & Exercise Rm, 2 car attach gar w/loft.

SCOTCH PLAINS TOWNSHIP

TURN OF THE CENTURY $879,900
Victorian Colonial lovingly maintained features LR w/fpl, FDR, lg eat-in
updated kitchen, Fam Rm opens to deck, beautifully landscaped yard,
1car det gar. Walking distance to NYC trans, shops.

WESTFIELD

ROCKING CHAIR PORCH $875,000
Charming 5BR Col with rocking chair porch and 2 car detached gar.
Updated Eat In Kit w/lg dining area, SS Viking applncs, granite counters
& butler pantry LRw/fpl, FDR. 5th BR on 3rd flr feats priv sitting porch.

WESTFIELD

CHARMING COLONIAL $879,000
Spacious rooms and boasts 4BRs, 2.5baths, update Kitchen w/sub
zero fridge, Living Rm, Formal Dining Rm, den/office, 2 fireplaces and
much more.

WESTFIELD

NEW ENGLAND CAPE $799,000
Exceptional 4BR 2bth home completely renov ated in the last year.
Beautiful new Kitchen  w/high end applcs, LR,DR, Fam Rm, 1 car att
gar, c/a, new paver stone patio. Located next to Tamaques Park.

WESTFIELD

SCOTCH PLAINS TOWNSHIP

Prominent Properties Sotheby’s International Realty Names
William J.“Bill” Hanley,Westfield Regional Office Manager

Prominent Properties Sotheby’s International Realty with 10 offices and 400 agents serving Northern and Central New Jersey has named
William J. “Bill” Hanley as manager of their Westfield Regional Marketing Center office in Westfield. Mr. Hanley, Past President of the New
Jersey Association of Realtors in 2007 and the current President of the Middlesex County Association of Realtors, is one of the most respected
names in all of New Jersey real estate. “We are absolutely thrilled to have someone of Bill’s experience; expertise, reputation and quality
join Prominent Properties Sotheby’s International Realty. As we expand our presence, Bill certainly will attract some of the top agents in the
marketplace and help our Westfield location become one of our premier offices” said Chief Operating Office and Co-Owner, Charles Oppler.

Most recently, Bill has managed the Metuchen office of Weichert, Realtors and is 28 year veteran of the real estate business having started
his career in 1983 as a sales associate. Mr. Hanley has been managing since 1987.

Prominent Properties Sotheby’s International Realty (PPSIR) has recently expanded their operations to open in Union County and Essex County with offices in Westfield and
Montclair. In 2010, PPSIR was named by Real Trends as the top company in New Jersey with an average sale price of $719,000.

For all of your real estate needs and to reach our Westfield location, please call 908-654-6666

Cranford Bd. Turns Down
Sunoco Convenience Store

County MusicFest
Blondie will perform at the

Union County Fair featuring the
14th annual MusicFest this fall
on Saturday, September 17.


