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Warren Defeats WF Black, 17-4
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Summit Blanks Raiders, 5-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

RBI. Plesko went 3-for-3 with an
RBI and three runs scored. Yang also
went 3-for-3 with a double and four
runs scored. Mahal had an RBI
double, and RBI single and scored
twice. Matt Lampert went 3-for-3
with a run scored and an RBI. Ross
Sheitelman and Julian Bisci each had
two hits, a run scored and an RBI.
Mike Snyder tripled, singled, scored
twice and had two RBI. Logan Smith
scored twice.

“We struggled in the spring, but we
came around. We gelled pretty well.
The guys are hitting the ball consis-
tently,” Coach Cortes explained. “I
have been coaching most of these
kids for four years. Some of them are
new to me this year, so that is why it
took a little bit to gel. What positions
to play! Where in the lineup they
belong! Whether or not I can run
them! We are rolling. We are 6-0, and
we hope to go all the way.”

Westfield totaled six hits. Connor
Root went 1-for-1, was hit-by-a-pitch,
drew a walk and scored once. Mark
Daaleman ripped an RBI single. Tom
Fuccillo (run scored) and Justin Elbert
each added a single. Ryan Childs
scored a run, and Matt Schiff drew a
walk in his two plate appearances.

Warren plated four runs on five hits
in the top of the first inning, high-
lighted by Cortes’ and Mahal’s RBI
doubles. Westfield answered with two
runs in the bottom of the inning. Childs
reached base on an error, and Fuccillo
singled to centerfield. Childs scored
on an errant pickoff attempt, and

Fuccillo alertly scored when Root
was caught in a rundown between
first and second base.

In the second inning, Plesko singled
and scored then Yang walked and
scored on Cortes’ double off the
centerfield screen. Six more Warriors
scuffed the plate in the third to seize
a 12-2 lead.

After Warrior Chris Draikiwicz
lined out sharply to pitcher Marotta,
who quickly threw to first for an
inning-ending double play, Westfield
Black scored a run in the bottom of
the fourth when Hauge drilled a lead-
off single, swiped a pair of bases and
scored on a passed ball. The Warriors
whipped up five more runs on six hits,
which included three infield singles,
in the fifth inning to extend their lead
to 17-3. Westfield’s final run came
when Root walked and later scored
on Daaleman’s RBI single.

Westfield Black Head Coach Max
Fusaro, who played second base last
year for the Westfield High School
(WHS) varsity baseball team found
situations a bit different by being a
coach instead of being coached.

“It’s a lot different. You have to be
way more of a leader out there. Get-
ting the players to do the simple things
is pretty rough right now. Get the
fundamentals down, really drill them
on cutoffs, getting down on ground-
ers, what to do on like a 3-1 count and
getting them ready for the next level.
Being coach is a very different per-
spective,” he said.

Brett Johnson, also a 2010 WHS
graduate and outfielder on the varsity
baseball team, was Fusaro’s Assis-
tant Coach.

“Brett was a really good
centerfielder for our team, and he’s
doing a good job coaching these kids
and keeping them motivated. Since
we have played different positions in
high school, Brett usually works with
the kids in the outfield, and I usually
do the infield,” said Coach Fusaro,
who added, “I usually work with the
pitchers, because I was a catcher when
I was little. We are just trying to get
them to play their best and learn the
basics of the game.”
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became victims of unfortunate hit-
and-run results or outstanding plays
by the Summit infielders.

“We just didn’t get as many guys
on base to be able to do it. We just
couldn’t string anything together. And
a couple of times we were running,
we made contact, but they [Summit]
did a really good job on the bases. We
have an excellent catcher, Peter War-
ren. Our pitcher, Henry Lewand, does
a nice job of holding runners, but you
can tell they [Summit] work on it a
lot,” Coach Higgins said.

“They were unfortunate. They made
contact, but it was right at us. We
lucked out a little bit there, and we
were able to make some plays,” Coach
Donatacci said.

Summit pitchers Ben Lim, Grant
Douglas and Trevor Donatacci com-
bined to record 10 strikeouts, but they
did allow six walks and hit a batter.
Fortunately, they managed to spread
out the free passes, except for a hic-
cup in the fifth inning. Donatacci,
who pitched the fifth and sixth in-
nings, recorded five strikeouts.

“We were a little inconsistent, but
we are trying to pick that up. We were
fortunate to have a good pitching

staff today,” Coach Donatacci said.
The Raiders threatened in the top

of the first inning. With one man out,
Kyle Kelly and Matt Fox each singled,
but Lim struck out the next batter
then Raider Warren launched a shot
to center that Hilltopper Matt
Murdock hauled in.

Lim (3-for-3, 2 RBI) led off in the
bottom of the first and ripped a single
to right. He stole second and third
base then scored on Douglas’ chop-
ping single over second.

More misfortune struck the Raid-
ers in the second inning. Sean Valli
(1-for-2) worked a leadoff walk then
dashed towards second on a hit-and-
run play. Unfortunately, Lewand’s low
popup landed in the glove of Lim,
who tossed to first baseman Pat Tully
for the double play.

After Sean Crotty grounded out to
third, Hilltoppers Christian Fusco (2-
for-2, 2 RBI) and David Medina
tapped back-to-back infield singles.
Donatacci reached first base on a
fielder’s choice then Lim lashed a
two-run single to right, making the
score, 3-0.

In the third, Raider John Vinci drew
a leadoff walk and stole second base,
but Douglas fanned the next batter
and got the following two Raiders to
ground out. Summit upped its lead to
5-0 in the bottom of the inning. Tully
walked and stole second, Jack
Washburn singled and Fusco drilled a
two-run single to center.

Raider relief pitcher Matt Newman
silenced the Hilltoppers in the fourth
and fifth innings, although he did
yield singles to Lim and Matt
Murdock in the fourth. In the mean-
time, the Raiders mounted their big-
gest threat in the fifth when Vinci
walked, Jake Canavan absorbed a
fastball on the arm and Kelly walked
to load the bases with one man out,
but Donatacci fanned the next two
batters to escape the inning.

The Raiders tried one more time in
the sixth. Valli dribbled an infield
single and Newman walked to offer a
scoring threat with only one out, but
Donatacci rose to the occasion once
again and struck out the final two
Raiders.
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Westfield Black 10U Defeats
Somerset Hills 10Us, 9-2

MAKING GREAT CONTACT…Westfield Black’s Jack Gerris rips a two-run
double into right-center in the first inning in the 9-2 victory over the Somerset
Hills 10U baseball team.

The Westfield Black 10U baseball
team posted a 9-2 win over Somerset
Hills at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield
on June 30.

Westfield jumped out to an 8-0 lead
in the first inning with a hitting bar-
rage. Jack Gerris whacked a two-run
double that scored Andrew Zanfagna
and Sean O’Brien. Michael Charlton
rapped an RBI single that scored Tho-
mas DeRosa and Brian Hinkel. Sandy
Miller tapped an RBI single that
brought home Adam Holtzman.
Hinkel also had a two-run hit that
drove in Gerris and Miller.

Somerset Hills clamped down, and
Westfield managed to put just one
more run on the board when Jeremy
Cha lined a two-out RBI single to left
in the second.

On the mound, Westfield Black
team starter Hinkel opened the game
with a no-hit, no-run frame.
Westfield’s head coach Jeff Gerris
then brought in DeRosa, who threw
three innings of one-run ball. Miller
closed the game down, allowing just
one run over the fifth and sixth in-
nings to seal the victory.

Among the many sure-handed plays
in the field, Westfield’s SportsCenter
moment was a fourth-inning double
play that started when DeRosa fielded
a come-backer to the mound and threw
to first for the out. As he was did, the
runner on third broke for home only
to be gunned down by Zanfagna, who
threw a bullet to catcher Kyle
Campanello, who applied the tag to
end the inning.

Verona Swim Team Skims
Mountainside Team, 200-198

The Mountainside Swim team came
out strong by winning 18 races but
fell just short of toppling Verona at
home on June 29 in a meet that came
down to the last relay.

Aidan Donadio broke the
Mountainside team record in the 13/
14 boys 50-meter breaststroke with a
time of 36:50. Katherine Seeney, Sa-
rah Montagna and Jenna Attanasio
swept the girls 11/12 50-freestyle.
Additional freestyle victories went to
Jimmy O’Brien [13/14 50-meter
(30:75)] and Abby Pires [15/18 girls
(30:57)].

Donahue (43:65) and Nicole Biegel
(48:28) took 1-2 in the girls 11/12 50-
meter breaststroke. Pires won the 15/
18 girls 50-breaststroke (38:44).
Claire Hannan (NT) won the girls 8U
25-backstroke. Abby Erasmus (46:04)

and Attanasio (48:82) placed 1-2 in
the girls 11/12 50-backstroke as did
Aidan Herrighty (45:10) and Ted
Hannan (45:44) in the boys age group.
Nick Cahill (43:19) won the back-
stroke for the 13/14 boys. Catlin
Carroll (36:94) won the backstroke
for the 15/18 girls.

Alyssa Corvelli (24:97) and Anna
Freer (27:50) took 1-2 in the 8U 25-
butterfly. James Maloney (48) placed
first in the 8U 25-butterfly, while
William Mebes (24:59) did the same
in the 9/10 age group. The 13+ med-
ley relay team of Aidan Donadio,
Pires, Zoe Verrico and Nicandro
Donadio came from behind to win
(2:24:12), while Michael Bittner,
Claire Hannan, Corvelli and Maloney
crushed the competition in the 8U
free relay (1:36:12).

Probitas Verus Honos

719 Lenape Trail  Westfield, New Jersey 
Indian Forest is home to this custom built Colonial boasting charming details, sun lit 
rooms, hardwood floors & a beautiful property. The gracious interior features an inviting 
foyer, generous living room with fireplace & a formal dining room with bow window. The 
handsome library, the sunny family room or the rec room are the ideal place to relax. The 
well-equipped kitchen has a sizable breakfast room and nearby laundry room. There are 
five bedrooms, two full & two half baths, including a lovely master suite. Presented for 
$1,195,000. Dir: Lawrence to Watchung Fork to Lenape Trail 
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940 Highland Avenue  Westfield, New Jersey 
Classic style & charm pervade this sprawling home that rests at the apex of two of West-
field’s most notable avenues. Hardwood floors, moldings, & custom built-ins craft a su-
perb interior. The spacious living room with arched bookcases flows to the formal dining 
room with French doors to the enclosed porch. A fireplace warms the family room while 
the updated kitchen has custom cabinets and breakfast & laundry areas. Boasting five siz-
able bedrooms, two & a half baths and good storage this home welcomes your family. 
Highlights include central air-conditioning, newer roof & furnace and a beautiful prop-
erty with brick patio. Presented for $899,000. Dir: E. Dudley or Hillside to Highland 
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO AVOID THE TAG…Summit’s Trevor Donatacci, right, tries to
avoid the tag at home, but Raider catcher Peter Warren, No. 45, corrals him in the
fourth inning.


