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POLICE BLOTTER

– Obituaries –

Muriel Hoffacker, Co-Founded Firm;
Was Active Skier, Sailor and Golfer

Muriel Allen Hoffacker, beloved
widow of Clair Oliver Hoffacker,
died peacefully at the VNA Hos-
pice House in Vero Beach, Fla. on
Sunday, June 26, 2011.

Muriel was born November 18, 1919
and raised in Cranston, R.I., and while
attending Brown University she met
her husband and soul mate of 60 years,
Clair (known familiarly as Hoffie),
who passed away in September 2002.
Together they founded the C.O.
Hoffacker Company, which evolved
into a major international industrial
equipment manufacturing and re-
building company.

Their four children, Allen
Hoffacker of Suffield, Conn., Laurie
Kaneb Stewart of Vero Beach, Fla.,
Joy Hoffacker of Westfield, N.J. and
Jim Hoffacker of Norfolk, Va., were
raised in Providence and Warwick
Neck, R.I. The family also enjoyed a
ski home in Stratton, Vt. and a sum-
mer home in Marion, Mass. Upon

retiring, they moved to Vero Beach,
where they resided at John’s Island
for ten years before moving to
Charleston Square on Riomar Drive.

Muriel was an active water skier,
snow skier, sailor and golfer. She
enjoyed playing bridge, and was an
active Garden Club member for many
years. She was a member of the John’s
Island Club, Kittansett Club, Quail
Valley Club, Vero Beach Yacht Club
and the Community Church of Vero
Beach.

She will always be remembered
for her grace, courage and strength in
all situations – an inspiration to all
who knew her.

A private memorial service will be
held in Rhode Island this summer.

Contributions in her memory may
be made to the VNA Hospice House.

An online guestbook may be signed
at www.strunkfuneralhome.com.
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Doris F. Ceccon, 81, Had Been Active
With Church, Scouting and Y Board
Doris F. Ceccon, 81, of Toms River,

N.J. died on Friday, June 10, 2011, at
her home, after a valiant battle with
cancer.

Doris was a teacher, an
avid reader and traveler, a
talented cook, and a loving
wife, mother and Grandma.
Born in White Plains, N.Y.
and a graduate of SUNY
Potsdam Teachers College,
Doris raised a family in
Westfield, N.J. for 22 years
before retiring with her
husband, Clario, to
Windham, N.Y. and then to
Tucson, Ariz.

Doris was active in the
Episcopal Church and scouting,
served on the Westfield Y Board of
Directors, volunteered for literacy and
helped feed the hungry. She was a
member of Order of the Eastern Star,
Daughters of the Nile, P.E.O. and the
Red Hat Society. She moved to Toms

River in 2009, and despite her illness,
still participated in P.E.O. and Red
Hat Society activities.

She is predeceased by
her husband, Clario, and
is survived by a son, J.
Paul; a daughter and son-
in-law, Nancy and Joseph
Lizer, and a granddaugh-
ter, Brianna, all of Toms
River.

A memorial service
will be held on Saturday,
July 16, 2011, at 1 p.m. at
the Christ Episcopal
Church in Toms River. In
lieu of flowers, a dona-
tion in Doris’ memory

may be made to the P.E.O. at
www.PEOInternational.org; The In-
terfaith Hospitality Network at
www.familypromise.org, or the
Windham Chamber Music Festival
at www.windhammusic.com.
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Doris F. Ceccon

James G. Skinner, 91, Business Owner;
Was Councilman, Veteran and Friend

James G. Skinner, 91, of Westfield
passed away peacefully, surrounded
by his family, on Tuesday, June 21,
2011.

A private service will be held for
family on Thursday, July 14, fol-
lowed by a memorial reception at
noon open to all friends at Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield.

Born on March 24, 1920 in Bronx,
N.Y., Mr. Skinner then spent his child-
hood in Cranford, N.J. He attended
Dartmouth College and the Thayer
School of Engineering, graduating in
the Class of 1942. Mr. Skinner was a
veteran of World War II, serving as a
Lt. JG in the 138th Naval Construc-
tion Battalion Seabees stationed in
the Aleutian Island chain.

James went on to own and operate
Skinner & Cook, Builders of Roselle
Park, N.J., founded by his father,
Robert, in 1924. One of his more
notable projects was the original
Children’s Zoo in Central Park. He
moved to Westfield in 1948 and had

resided there since.
James was a three-term council-

man for Westfield in the 1960s and
was on the board of trustees for
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside. He was a member of
Echo Lake Country Club since 1949
and served on various boards there.

James was an avid “left-handed”
golfer and enjoyed travel with friends.
He loved working and was still very
active in the business right up to his
passing.

Personal friends and business as-
sociates alike will remember James
as a man of integrity, conviction and
loyalty. He was always there to lend
a hand to a friend in need.

Predeceased in 2007 by his be-
loved wife of 61 years, Avis, he is
survived by his son, Robert, and his
wife, Barbara; his daughter, Avis, and
his grandchildren, Daphne Lange of
Reno, Nev. and Flora Medawar of
New York City.
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Phyllis Germinder, 71, Lucent Retiree;
Loving Wife, Mother and Grandmother
Phyllis L. Germinder, 71, of

Fanwood died on Sunday, July 3, 2011,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in East Orange, she was raised
in Cranford and lived in Fanwood
since 1968.

A graduate of Cranford High
School, she received her Bachelor of
Arts degree in English from Russell
Sage College in Troy, N.Y. and was
employed with Lucent for 36 years
before retiring as a director of Hu-
man Resources in 2001.

She was an active member of the
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church
in Plainfield, where she served as a
deacon and member of the Session.
Additionally, she was a member of
the Telephone Pioneers and the Lu-
cent Retirees Organization.

Surviving are her husband, George
E. Germinder; her daughter, Meghan

Petrofsky (and her husband, John);
her son, Douglas G. Germinder (and
his wife, MaryAnne); her sister, Mar-
garet Hunn (and her husband, Rever-
end John Hunn), and five grandchil-
dren, Abigail, Grace, Douglas, Jack
and Luke.

Services will be held on Saturday,
July 9, at 1 p.m. at the Crescent Av-
enue Presbyterian Church in
Plainfield. Visitation will be tomor-
row, Friday, July 8, from 4 to 7 p.m.
at Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Crescent Avenue Pres-
byterian Church Memorial Fund, 716
Watchung Avenue, Plainfield, N.J.
07060. For additional information or
to sign the guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Origami Cranes to Be Sent
To Japanese Survivors

WESTFIELD – This summer, the
Westfield Memorial Library will be-
come part of “Senbazuru Westfield,” a
community-wide project to create
10,000 origami cranes. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

The cranes will be sent to Japan, to
survivors of the earthquake, tsunami
and radiation leaks, in keeping with
the tradition of Senbazuru, the folding
of 1,000 origami cranes to send wishes
of goodwill and recovery.

The library will offer three origami
workshops for grade 4 and up. The
sessions will be held Thursday, July 14,
from 3 to 4 p.m., Friday, July 15, from
3 to 4 p.m., and Monday, July 18, from

2 to 3 p.m.
Participants will learn basic origami

folds and will practice making simple
origami objects. Each session will cul-
minate in an origami crane, which will
be sent to Japan. Joy Lara, a local poet
and painter, spearheaded the project.
She will teach participants how to fold
the cranes and other origami creations.
An exhibit of her paintings is on dis-
play at the library through July.

These workshops will be free and
open to the public. To register, visit
the library’s website, wmlnj.org, or
call the library’s Youth Services De-
partment at (908) 789-4090, exten-
sion no. 3.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-11003202

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-46089-08

Plaintiff: CITIBANK, N.A. AS TRUSTEE FOR
AMERICAN HOME MORTGAGE INVESTMENT
TRUST 2004-3 MORTGAGE BACKED NOTES,
SERIES 2004-3

VS.
Defendant: ANDREW T. KIEGEL; PATRICIA

M. KEESHAN
Sale Date: 08/03/2011
Writ of Execution: 12/06/2010
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Twenty-Three Thousand Nine Hundred Seven
and 86/100*** $723,907.86.

The property to be sold is located in the Town
of Westfield, County of Union and State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 425 Kimball Avenue,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Tax Lot No. 7 in Block No. 1112
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 50 x 109
Nearest Cross Street: Euclid Avenue
Beginning at the intersection formed by the

northwesterly side line of Kimball Avenue and
southwesterly side line of Euclid Avenue; thence

Prior Liens/Encumbrances
Total as of June 17, 2011: $0.00
Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Sixty-Three

Thousand Four Hundred Twenty-Four and 42/
100*** $763,424.42 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 7/7, 7/14, 7/21
& 7/28/11 Fee: $173.40

Philip Slevin, 46, Was Area Contractor;
Member of Sports Organizations

Philip Slevin, 46, of Westfield
passed away peacefully at home on
Monday, July 4, surrounded by his
loving family.

Born in County Westmeath, Ire-
land, Philip came to the
United States when he
was 25 and settled in
New York. He lived in
Westfield for the past 14
years. He was a con-
struction contractor af-
filiated with TARA Gen-
eral Contracting Co. in
Jersey City.

Philip was a member
of the New York Gaelic
Athletic Association,
Westmeath Football
Club of New York and
the Westmeath Hurling
Club of New York.

He was predeceased by his father,
Philip, and is survived and deeply
missed by his mother, Mary Jo Slevin.
He also will be deeply missed by his
beloved wife, Donna (O’Hara) Slevin,
and his devoted son, Colm, as well as
his stepson, Peter O’Hara. He also is
survived by four brothers, Joseph and
his wife, Mary, John and his wife,
Mary, Declan and his wife, Evelyn,
and Hubert Slevin, and two sisters,
Martina Collins and her husband,

Michael, and Geraldine Hennessy and
her husband, Mark. He also will be
missed by his in-laws, Robert O’Hara
and his wife, Majella, Daniel O’Hara
and his wife, Donna, and Thomas

O’Hara, along with his
nieces and nephews,
Lisa, Shannen, Vicky,
Rebecca, Amy, Megan,
Emma, Jessica, Dean,
Barry, Jack, Chloe,
Katy, Amanda, James
and Graham, Saiorse,
Eoghan and Clodagh,
and all his many special
relatives and friends in
Ireland and the United
States.

A Funeral Mass will
be celebrated tomorrow,
Friday, July 8, at 10 a.m.
at the Holy Trinity Ro-

man Catholic Church in Westfield.
Friends may visit the Dooley Colo-
nial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield, today, Thursday, July 7,
from 1 to 3 and 6 to 9 p.m. Burial will
be in Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Donations in his memory to either
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Center or Atlantic Hospice would be
appreciated.
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UNICO Chapter Awards Scholarships
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Chapter of UNICO National recently
awarded scholarships to three
Westfield High School students.
These scholarships were based on
multiple criteria including academic
achievement, leadership ability and
overall character.

The recipients include Joshua
Brafman, who will attend the Mary-
land Institute College of Art to fur-
ther his interest in animation. Rebecca
DeLaFuente will attend Yale to pur-
sue a degree in biology. Amelia
Morabito will attend the Wharton

School of Business-University of
Pennsylvania to study economics.

UNICO is the largest Italian-Ameri-
can service organization in the United
States, with local chapters throughout
the country. The Westfield chapter
awards scholarships to Westfield High
School students annually. It also do-
nates to local organizations involved
in the research of cancer, mental health
and other illnesses. Over the years,
Westfield UNICO has donated over
$250,000. For more information about
Westfield UNICO, call Tony Valles at
(908) 654-8287.

Marion J. Stump, 92, Former Resident;
Active In FUMC and With Scouting

Marion J. Stump, 92, of
Doylestown, Pa., formerly of
Westfield, N.J., died on Monday, July
4, 2011, at Heritage Towers in
Doylestown. She was the loving wife
of the late Richard B. Stump. They
were married 56 years before his
death in 2004.

A member of the greatest genera-
tion, she was born in Princeton, N.J.
and was the daughter of the late Reuben
and Charlotte (Bierds) Johnson.

She was a service representative
for Bell Telephone in Westfield, N.J.

Marion graduated from Princeton
High School and Douglass College.

She was a Girl Scout leader and a
den mother. She had many close
Westfield friends and enjoyed bowl-
ing and the bridge club.

Since 1955 she was a member of
the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, where she taught Sunday
school and was a member of the
Women’s Society.

The last years of her life she re-
sided in Heritage Towers in
Doylestown and appreciated the lov-
ing care provided her by the very
caring staff.

She was the loving mother who
raised three children in Westfield,
her daughter, Judith McGovern
(Michael) of Quakertown, Pa., her
son, Steven Stump (Trudy Faloon)
of Austin, Tex., and her late son,
Richard B. Stump, Jr. She also is
survived by a grandson, Daniel
Demarest of Wind Gap, Pa., and
several nieces and nephews.

The family will hold a memorial
service tomorrow, Friday, July 8,
2011, at 3 p.m. in the chapel of Heri-
tage Towers, 200 Veterans Lane,
Doylestown, Pa. 18901. Burial of her
ashes will take place on Saturday,
July 9, at 11 a.m. in the Memorial
Gardens of the First United Method-
ist Church, One East Broad Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. There will be
no calling hours.

Arrangements are by the C. R.
Strunk Funeral Home, Inc. of
(www.crstrunk.com) Quakertown, Pa.

In lieu of flowers, contributions can
be made to the church at the above
address or to Blue Dog Rescue, 2541
S. I.H.-35 #200-328 Round Rock, Tex.
78664; www.bluedogrescue.com.
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Westfield
Monday, June 27, a business on the

500 block of East North Avenue was
burglarized. Officers responding to
activation of an alarm discovered two
storage trailers had been entered in
the rear lot of the business. Bolt cut-
ters apparently were used to snap off
a lock on one of the trailers. A check
of the area by responding officers and
a K-9 unit yielded negative results. It
was unknown what, if anything, was
taken from the trailers.

Tuesday, June 28, a burglary was
reported at a residence on the 100
block of East Dudley Avenue. An
iPad worth approximately $400,
along with $70 in cash, were taken.

Wednesday, June 29, an unlocked
motor vehicle was burglarized on the
400 block of Whittier Avenue. A car
stereo was removed.

Wednesday, June 29, a theft was
reported from an unoccupied build-
ing on the 200 block of East Grove
Street, in which components for an
air-conditioning unit were removed.

Wednesday, June 29, an unlocked
motor vehicle was burglarized while
parked in the driveway of a residence
on the 200 block of Seneca Place. A
Nuvi 780 GPS navigation system and
charger valued at $500 were taken.
The incident occurred between 7:30
p.m. on June 28 and noon on June 29.

Thursday, June 30, the owner of a
motor vehicle observed the vehicle
being burglarized while parked in the
victim’s driveway on the 700 block
of Clarence Street. Westfield police
units responded to the area, along
with a Union County Sheriff’s K-9
unit. The suspect was seen running
through yards heading toward Scotch
Plains Avenue. A check of the area
yielded negative results. The matter
currently is under investigation.

Friday, July 1, the theft of con-
struction equipment was reported on
the 700 block of Austin Street.

Friday, July 1, Michael
Szczepanski, 25, of Springfield was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
at North Avenue and Elm Street. He
was charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug para-
phernalia. Szczepanski was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released with sum-
monses.

Saturday, July 2, the theft of a
mailbox was reported on the 800 block
of Willow Grove Road.

Saturday, July 2, Jacquelin Miller,
20, and Oleysa Parish, 24, of
Plainsboro were arrested during a
traffic stop at Mountain and North
Euclid Avenues on charges of pos-
session of prescription legend drugs
(amphetamine) and possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. They were transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on summonses.

Fanwood
Monday, June 27, Andre Stanley, 47,

of South Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Plainfield
after officers responded to a business
on the 100 block of South Avenue on
the report of a suspicious person. He
was processed and transported to
Plainfield police headquarters.

Monday, June 27, officers responded
to a report of a disorderly group on
Tower Place. According to police,
when officers arrived they spoke with
an individual who stated he was as-
saulted by someone he knows. Police
advised both parties involved that they
can file a complaint with the munici-
pal court clerk, authorities reported.

Friday, July 1, a resident of Linda
Place reported that someone entered
her unlocked motor vehicle while it
was parked in her driveway and re-
moved a pair of sunglasses valued at
approximately $12.

Friday, July 1, a resident of Woo-
druff Place reported that someone
entered his unlocked motor vehicle
while it was parked in his driveway
and removed a pair of sunglasses
valued at approximately $179, along
with some loose change.

Friday, July 1, a resident of Waldon
Road reported that someone entered
her unlocked motor vehicle while it
was parked in her driveway and re-
moved a GPS unit valued at approxi-
mately $150.

Friday, July 1, Lonnie Miller, 44,
of Fort Myers, Fla. was arrested on
active warrants out of Clifton and
Paterson after police responded to a
report of a suspicious person in the
municipal parking lot located off
LaGrande Avenue. He was processed
and turned over to the Paterson Po-
lice Department.

Saturday, July 2, a business on the
300 block of South Avenue reported
a theft of money from the cash drawer.
According to police, the victim re-
ported that a black male in his late
40s, 5 feet, eight inches to 5 feet, 10
inches tall, with a mustache, took the
money and fled in a charcoal-colored
Nissan Altima east on South Avenue.
A check of the area did not yield the
suspect or vehicle, police said.

Saturday, July 2, a resident of Farley
Avenue reported that someone en-
tered his unlocked motor vehicle
while it was parked in the street and
removed a GPS unit valued at ap-
proximately $200.

***
Fanwood Police Detective Eugene

Chin reminds all residents to lock
their car doors.

‘Total Soul’ on Tap
In Union July 14
AREA – The Township of Union

will kick off this year’s “Summer
Concert Series” with a free concert
featuring “Total Soul” on Thursday,
July 14, at 7:30 p.m. at Biertuempfel
Park in Union (Winslow Avenue off
of Vauxhall Road.)

The concert, sponsored by 7-Eleven,
Unity Bank and the Suburban News,
will be the first of two free concerts
being offered to area residents this
summer. “Total Soul,” a Motown,
rhythm and blues, soul and classic
disco style group, will perform hit
songs from the 1960s through today.

Residents are encouraged to bring
lawn chairs and blankets and are ad-
vised to arrive early, as seating will
be on a first-come, first-served basis.

The concert series will end on July
21, also at Biertuempfel Park, with
“The Fabulous Greaseband.”

Refreshments will be available. For
more information, call the recreation
department at (908) 686-4200.

Philip Slevin


