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Cranford Fireworks by Betsey Burgdorf

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Goods & Services You Need
Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

732.558.0356
kbullapm@gmail.com

Landscape DesignLawn Maintenance

Snow Plowing

Clean UpsMulch Top Soil
Power Washing Driveway Sealing

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

  

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

All of our mattresses, including our Nirvana Latex line, can be custom built in any size or shape. Our inner-spring mattresses, 

including pillow-top are all made double-sided so that they can be flipped for maximum health and comfort. For the past 30 

years our company has strived to be one  that is easy to deal with, providing our customers with not only a great product but also 

with every aspect of the company.  

Not to be combined with other 
offers. Expires 7/31/11

$50 OFF 
any twin/full 

inner spring set
$499 or more

Not to be combined with other 
offers. Expires 7/31/11

$100 OFF 
any queen/king 
inner spring set
$799 or more  Not to be combined with other 

offers. Expires 7/31/11

$100 OFF 
any twin/full 

latex set
Not to be combined with other 

offers. Expires 7/31/11

$200 OFF 
any queen/king

latex set

Your Neighbors Are Sleeping Soundly.

Ron Shovlin, Owner

And here is what they are saying...

"My family has used the Mattress Factory for over 20 years. It is a family-run local business that 

distinguishes itself with outstanding service, exceptional products and competitive prices. Why buy an 

import from a stranger, when you can get a better mattress with great service from a neighbor & friend?

                                                                                                               - John Nichols

NIRVANA LATEX 2-SIDED INNER SPRING 

Vandalism Rises at GW’s
Vacant Washington School

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – A Garwood Board
of Education member reported that
vandalism is on the rise at the now-
vacant Washington School.

Last year, the borough decided to
take Washington School “off-line”
and consolidate its efforts into its
lone school, the K-8 Lincoln School.

Building and Grounds Committee
Chairman Russell Graham detailed
the damage to the building.

“Damage seems to be accelerat-
ing, like the kids know the building is
not being used, so they’re emboldened
to be a little more adventuresome,”
he said. “They’ve gone as far as kick-
ing in windows...and they’re jump-
ing on the cages over the exhaust
fans.”

One of the trespassers, he said,
actually made it into the vacant build-
ing through a window. Since then, a
Garwood staff member had to screw
all the windows closed.

“We’re seeing some pretty creative
vandalism,” Mr. Graham said.

The water also had to be shut off
after one of the faucets was left on. A
staff member, he said, could have
inadvertently done this.

He suggested putting up no-tres-
passing signs and said the borough
“needs the community to step up and
keep an eye on everything.”

In other Washington School busi-
ness, Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley also spoke about the
school and said the board wants to
“retain ownership of the building.”

“Everyone would love for it to be a
pre-school center,” she said. “It just
has to be a self-sustaining center.”

Washington School, on East Street,
closed after deep state-aid-funding
cuts last year; it had housed four
classes of about 80 students in pre-
school and kindergarten.

Mrs. Quigley spoke privately with
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times after the meet-
ing and recapped the history of
Washington’s closing.

“We had one week to find
$400,000,” she said. “To try to save

programs, we moved everyone from
Washington School, here (Lincoln).
Washington was taken off-line. It was
not closed.”

She said the primary objective had
been to seek a party who would rent
the facility and continue to operate a
school from within it.

“Now,” she said, “as [an ad-hoc]
committee, we’re saying, ‘Maybe
that’s not feasible,’ and we’re going
out to look at our other options. For
example, should we go to the town
council because the municipal gov-
ernment has outgrown its building?”

Regardless, she said, “The
Garwood Board of Education wants
to retain ownership of this school.
That’s definite. We’re not selling it.
We would just rent it.”

In her Superintendent’s Report,
Mrs. Quigley said New Jersey’s anti-
bullying legislation would force new
standards to be in place as of Septem-
ber 1. She said parents must be “re-
educated” as to what bullying is.

She also said teachers, come Sep-
tember, must operate under new core-
curriculum standards. Staffing, she
said, is already at “bare-bones” lev-
els.

New Jersey State Senator Michael
Doherty (R-Hunterdon) has contacted
the district to enlist its support in an
effort to “restore equity into the distri-
bution of state aid” to New Jersey
schools.

In the letter, sent to Ms. Quigley, it
says the Garwood school district is
“one of the many that are unfairly treated
by the state.” Mr. Doherty claims that
the borough gets back 7 cents for each
dollar it sends to Trenton.

Garwood currently receives
$229,710 in state aid. Given student-
enrollment projections, adoption of
Mr. Doherty’s plan would “result in
an increase in state school aid for
[Garwood] of $3,777,905 annually.”

The Senator would like to visit the
borough and have a town-hall meet-
ing to discuss the topic. The BOE
stated its intention of contacting his
office to learn more.

The BOE entered executive session
following the meeting to continue dis-
cussions on a contract with the 35-
member Garwood Education Asso-
ciation (GEA), the teachers’ union.
Negotiations Chairman John Sullivan
said the GEA cancelled the last meet-
ing. The contract expired June 30.

MS BOE Wraps Up Year,
Discusses Supervisor’s Duties

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) held its bimonthly meeting on
June 28. As the school year came to a
close last week, this meeting served as
the unofficial finale for the 2010-2011
school year.

Reporting on their many successes
during the school year were Susan
Buchner and Judy Wargaski, co-presi-
dents of the Mountainside Education
Foundation (MEF). The MEF is a non-
profit organization devoted to improv-
ing the quality of the school life of the
students through fund-raising efforts.

This past year, the MEF approved
grants totaling $13,859. These funds
contributed to several different pro-
grams such as the New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center (NJAC) Poetry Pro-
gram, a four-day “celebration of po-
etry” and the Create Real Books Pro-
gram, where students learned the pro-
cess of writing a book. The Beechwood
Garden also was partially funded by
the MEF, as were two amplification
systems for the school.

Also providing a summary on the
successful end of the school year were
Kelly Jurczak and Vanessa Rittman,
co-presidents of the Mountainside Par-
ent-Teacher Association (PTA). As a
non-profit organization affiliated with
the Mountainside school district, the
PTA also works to “provide children
with opportunities for success.”

The PTA organized events such as
the Family Fun Bingo Night to en-
hance community relations and ac-
cepted donations of board games to
the district so students would remain
“active” even in inclement weather.
The PTA also organized the annual
Fashion Show in order to raise funds
for field trips to the Camden Aquarium
and The Bronx Zoo.

Chief School Administrator
Jeannette Baubles praised the efforts of
the MEF and the PTA. “Thank you,
ladies, from both the Mountainside
Education Foundation and the Parent-
Teacher Association. I think I echo
what everyone in attendance tonight is
thinking in saying that you truly make
a difference in the lives of each and
every student. We applaud you,” she
said.

School Businesss Administrator/
Board Secretary Daniel Saragnese then
provided a brief report on the subscrip-
tion bussing program.

At this time, the deadline for regis-
tration for subscription bussing has
passed, with 85 families requesting bus-
sing, “significantly less than we antici-
pated,” according to Mr. Saragnese.

Mr. Saragnese continued, “We will
be transporting approximately half of
the number of students that we trans-
ported in the past.” Mr. Saragnese cau-
tioned that this 50 percent reduction
may not necessarily translate into cut-
ting transportation costs in half, but he
stated there would be some savings to
the district.

Several members of the audience
came forward to voice their concerns
regarding the potential for the increased
safety risk to students due to more of
them walking to school.

Ms. Baubles responded that she and
Mr. Saragnese would be meeting with
the Mountainside Police Department
to address these concerns.

The board then approved several
personnel appointments to the district.
The appointments of Antoinette
Lubrano, pre-kindergarten teacher at
Beechwood School; Amanda Znutas,

kindergarten teacher at Beechwood
School; Jennifer Sabbagh, first-grade
teacher at Beechwood School, and
Lauren Rosenhaft, third-grade teacher
at Deerfield School, were all approved.
All of the appointments were approved
as replacements for other personnel
currently on leave.

In other news, the position of Tho-
mas Conroy, the former supervisor of
curriculum and instruction, who sub-
mitted his resignation at the end of the
school year, was again discussed, al-
beit in a more staid tone.

An intense discussion resulted dur-
ing the last board meeting following a
presentation submitted by Mr. Conroy
regarding the sharing of his duties
among several personnel in lieu of a
full-time replacement.

During his presentation, Mr. Conroy
implored the board members not to
allocate his duties among several staff
members with a “shared services” sys-
tem, but proposed instead a full-time
staff position replacement.

Again, several members of the pub-
lic spoke up and questioned the board’s
intentions regarding the position.

Board Vice-President Christopher
Minks responded that the board’s dis-
cussion on the position was prelimi-
nary and the public would be kept in-
formed of new developments.

The next BOE meeting open to the
public is scheduled for Tuesday, July
26, at 7:30 p.m., in the Deerfield
School’s Media Center.

Westfield BOE Sets Goals
For Coming Year

WESTFIELD — Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan met with
the entire Board of Education on June
29 in the Westfield High School Li-
brary to develop goals for the coming
school year. The annual evening re-
treat began with Mrs. Dolan’s recog-
nition of the significance of the
district’s five-year strategic plan
( w w w. w e s t f i e l d n j k 1 2 . o r g /
strategicplan2010), referring to it as
a “living document” from which goals
are established. The board agreed to
the following three goals for the 2011-
2012 school year:

1. Develop increased opportuni-
ties in science, technology, engineer-
ing and math (STEM) fields;

2. Establish, communicate and
model standards for respect and re-
sponsibility at all levels; and

3. Ensure the continued success of
Westfield High School throughout
the period of growing enrollment over
the next four years.

Board members agreed with goals
one and two including “global citi-
zen readiness” of Westfield students
and bullying prevention.

Board President Julia Walker initi-
ated the third item regarding enroll-
ment at Westfield High School, which
she projects will reach close to 2,000
students in 2014.

Other suggestions by board mem-
bers included increased communica-
tion, improved data collection, mea-
suring effectiveness of teaching, vir-
tual curriculum offerings, establish-
ing a fee program for facilities use
and exploring a new approach to bud-
get development.

David Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FULLY PREPARED...During last Thursday’s police action at Brightwood Park
in Westfield, officers were prepared for almost anything. The incident ended
calmly. See page one.

County MusicFest
Blondie will perform at the

Union County Fair featuring the
14th annual MusicFest this fall on
Saturday, September 17.


