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BEST SHOTS…Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, left, and retired Eliza-
beth Police Chief Gene Mirabella, second from right, congratulate the winners of
the Union County Sheriff’s First Annual Police Pistol Competition at the new
Union County Sheriff’s Firearms Training Facility in Springfield. Jerry Plum,
second from left, of the Plainfield Police Department, won first place; Sean
Dougherty, right, of the Union County Police, won second place and Dan Sims of
the Kenilworth Police Department won third place.

TRIO OF TRUSTEES…The Westfield Foundation has announced its executive
board for 2011-2012, including Anthony J.R. Cook, president; William Foley,
vice-president; Alice Fertig, treasurer, and Donnell Carr, secretary. Addition-
ally, the Foundation has named three new trustees, installed in May, who will
serve six years with the organization. They are, pictured left to right outside of the
Foundation’s office located at the Westfield train station, Beth Cassie, Howard
Cohen and Michelle Mattessich.

Christie Signs $29.7-Bil. Budget; Slashes
Democrats’ Proposal By $900 Million

TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie took the budget ax to the
Democratic-proposed state budget by
trimming $900 million for a total
final budget of $29.7 million.

“My budget increases state aid to
school districts by $850 million over
last year. This means we have re-
stored every dollar of the cuts we

made last year
and increased it
by an additional
$30 million,” the
Governor said a
news conference
last Thursday. “I

told the people of New Jersey last
year that I made the cuts to K-12
education funding as a last resort.
The very next year we restored every
dollar of that funding and, in fact,
increased it. We are keeping faith
with our commitment to New Jersey’s
children and families.”

He said the budget doubles the
Homestead benefit to provide prop-
erty tax relief for New Jersey fami-
lies; increases and secures funding
for New Jersey hospitals by an addi-
tional $20 million; provides full fund-
ing for women’s healthcare by in-
creasing the administration’s “com-
mitment to those with low incomes
and the uninsured through Federally
Qualified Health Centers in every
county in New Jersey.”

“We are keeping faith with women
in need of health care,” Governor
Christie said. “My budget flatly re-
fuses to raise taxes on individuals
and small businesses at a time when
New Jerseyans are already subject to
the third highest state income tax
rates in the nation.”

“The Democrats will criticize us
for not raising taxes, but they had
their chance at the helm of our
economy for eight years, all by them-
selves. What did they do? They raised
taxes and fees 115 times, increased
spending exponentially and created
unemployment over 10 percent, worse
than any of our neighboring states,”
the Governor said.

“My budget fulfills New Jersey’s
commitment to make the state’s pen-
sion fund payment, keeping faith with
our public employees in a way that
governors of both parties have failed
to do over the last two decades; and
finally my budget protects our se-
niors by funding critical spending for
prescription drug aid for our seniors
and the disabled,” he said.

“In contrast, the budget that passed
out of the Democratic Senate and
Assembly is a reckless and irrespon-
sible homage to the past, putting elec-
tion year politics ahead of reform and
ahead of the taxpayers’ best interests.
Their unbalanced, unconstitutional
budget relied on phantom revenues, a
penchant for political giveaways,
unchecked spending and an uncon-
stitutional approach that we will not
go back to,” the Governor said. He
said Democrats over estimated rev-
enues by $365 million. “Simply put,
they just made it up so they could
spend it.”

“I will not allow all the hard work
and tough decisions, made on the
bipartisan basis over the last 18
months to be undone by last-minute
political gamesmanship of the legis-
lative majority,” the Governor said.

Assembly Majority Leader Joseph
Cryan (D-20, Union) responded that,

“This governor just doesn’t get it.
New Jerseyans don’t want tax breaks
for millionaires. They want mean-
ingful property tax relief, protections
for senior citizens, investments in
education and access to health care,
especially for working families and
women. The Governor has once again
proven that he does not stand with
working-class New Jerseyans,
whether they live in our cities, rural
areas or suburbs. Millionaires con-
tinue to be the only ones living the
good life under Gov. Christie. This
governor, with some strokes of his
pen, has ensured another painful year
for middle-class and poor residents
struggling to make ends meet.”

Senate Re-
p u b l i c a n
Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-
21, Westfield)
and Senate
Republ ican
Budget Officer Anthony Bucco (R-
25, Denville) praised Governor
Christie’s changes to the Democrats
budget proposal.

“The budget passed by legislative
Democrats was political, partisan, and
unbalanced from the minute it was
introduced,” Senator Kean said. “I
commend the Governor for taking the
bold action necessary to fill the more
than $700-million hole he was handed
[June 29] by the Majority, and for
doing so while increasing aid for sub-
urban districts that are treated unfairly
by current school funding law.”

“His changes to the budget will
provide a doubling of this year’s sub-
urban school aid increase and un-

freeze the ‘Se-
nior Freeze’ pro-
gram without
raising taxes and
hurting job cre-
ation to pay for
it,” Sen. Kean
said.

Sen. Bucco commented that, “Gov-
ernor Christie made the crucial changes
to return fiscal discipline to a budget
document that was fundamentally
flawed and fiscally indefensible. The
document that he returned to the Leg-
islature [Thursday], increases prop-
erty tax relief and continues the essen-
tial reforms that will create more pri-
vate sector jobs and return all New
Jerseyans to prosperity.”

State Senator Jim Whelan (D-2,
Atlantic) said he was “disappointed
that the Governor couldn’t overcome
his blatant political aspirations to even
consider some of the many great pro-
posals we put forward for the people
of the Garden State. The Democrats’
proposal would have increased pub-

lic safety fund-
ing by $50
million…expanded
school aid
across the board
and finally real-
ized the prom-

ise of the 2008 school funding reform
act by fully funding all schools –
urban, rural and suburban.”

New Jersey Republican Commit-
tee Chairman  Samuel Raia said,
“Trenton Democrats sent an unbal-
anced and unconstitutional budget to
G o v e r n o r
Christie that in-
creased spend-
ing and taxes.
But the Gover-
nor took out his
veto pen and
stood up for the taxpayers of New
Jersey. Democrats just can’t help
themselves. By using accounting
gimmicks, inflated revenue projec-
tions and tax hikes, Trenton Demo-
crats [have tried] to find a way to
increase spending regardless of the
economic realities that face our state.”

New Jersey Democratic State Com-
mittee Chairman John Wisniewski also

commented
on the
Governor’s
veto. “There
he goes again,
standing up
for the special

interests and millionaires, while turn-
ing his back on the middle class. With
his veto pen [on June 30], the Gover-
nor said more than any YouTube video
ever will about shared sacrifice being
nothing more than a political talking
point.

“Maybe that’s why his poll num-
bers are upside down, most notably
with women and independent voters
abandoning him. While his act may
play well for the national crowd in Des
Moines, but not well in Dumont where
his actions have real consequences to
middle-class families.”

Assembly Republican Leader Alex
DeCroce (R-26, Whippany) com-
mended Governor Christie for “main-
taining the sound and disciplined fis-
cal budgeting approach which he
implemented with the 2011 budget.”

“The hastily-crafted Democrat bud-
get was based on hope and the wishful
thinking that
G o v e r n o r
Christie would
cave in to their ir-
responsible plan
that failed to prop-
erly allocate
spending priori-
ties,” Asm. DeCroce said. “Unfortu-
nately the Democrats keep challeng-
ing his commitment to keep that prom-
ise. It is time for the majority party to
understand they can’t ramrod their tax
and spend polices any longer without
someone stopping them.”
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The Westfield Memorial Library presents 

Prestine Allen, Jazz Pianist 
An Afternoon of Ragtime 

Saturday, July 16 at 2:00 pm 

 Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL cardholders. 

Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on 

Online Calendar, or call 
908.789.4090 x7951 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 
550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

Prestine Allen is a jazz pianist who lives in Westfield. He 
has performed solo at Carnegie Hall, and he has accompa-
nied the Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir at Radio City Music 
Hall. Mr. Allen has also played at Six Flags Great Adventure 
with “Our Father’s Music Business.” Don’t miss his show! 

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com
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County Fair Returns With
Fun, Flair and MusicFest

Assembly OKs Bill for
POLST Registry

TRENTON — Bipartisan legisla-
tion sponsored by Asw.  Nancy Muñoz
(R-21, Summit), establishing a “Phy-
sician Order for Life-Sustaining Treat-
ment” (POLST) registry in New Jer-
sey, was approved by the Assembly
and Senate on June 29.

UNION COUNTY – The 2011
Union County Fair will return this
fall as part of the 14th annual Union
County MusicFest. The five-day event
starts on Wednesday, September 14,
and runs through Sunday, September
18, at Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

Overlook Medical Center returns
as the presenting sponsor for the third
year. Other major sponsors include
Kean University, TD Bank, Cross-
roads, Union County Performing Arts
Center, Crowne Plaza, Elizabethtown
Gas, Verizon Wireless, and Union
County College.

For the fourth year in a row, the
Union County Fair will partner with
the Love Hope Strength Foundation
to raise funds to fight cancer, and to
register potential bone marrow do-
nors. The Union County Fair has al-
ready registered over 1,000 people
on the international bone marrow reg-
istry with 23 potential life-saving
matched identified.

Many popular Union County Fair
attractions are returning this year will
include: Kids Kingdom Traveling
Jubilee featuring free and modestly
priced children’s activities and free
children’s performances; the Love
Hope Strength 5-K Rock ‘n’ Run and
Rock On! Walkathon, raising funds
to fight cancer; Daredevil bike stunts
from the Hell on Wheels BMX bike
team; the Rutgers Cooperative Ex-

tension of Union County with an
expanded Harvest Contest and com-
munity information on gardening,
wellness, and 4-H youth clubs; more
crafts and unique items for sale at
The Marketplace; an expanded Green
Village featuring interactive exhibits
on energy and resource conserva-
tion; dozens of food vendors and dis-
plays by local businesses.

Band announcements will be on-
going. For continuous updates visit
theucfair.org. For information on
the Love Hope Strength 5-K Rock
‘n’ Run, Rock On! Marathon, and
bone marrow registry, visit the
Union County Love Hope Strength
A s s o c i a t i o n ,
uclovehopestrength.com.

Prospective vendors and sponsors
can contact Cherron Rountree, direc-
tor, Union County Division of Inter-
governmental Policy and Planning,
at (908) 527-4200 or
crountree@ucnj.org


