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Linker Chastises Obama,
Menendez on Afghanistan

RIDGEWOOD —  Conservative
Republican U.S. Senate candidate
from New Jersey Ian Linker has criti-
cized President Barack Obama’s plan
to withdraw from Afghanistan 10,000
troops by the end of the year and
another 23,000 by the summer of
2012. He the said President’s an-
nouncement comes “just in time for
the Presidential election against the
advice of his military commanders,
and Senator Robert Menendez’s (D-
N.J.) support of President Obama’s
plan.”

“This is a political decision plain
and simple. The American people
and our men and women in uniform
deserve better than this. Withdraw-
ing in such a manner may be popular
and it may even save money and lives
in the short run, but leaving Afghani-
stan in such a precarious situation in
the east along the border with Paki-
stan and south could cost us far more
if President Karzai’s government falls
and the insurgent Taliban fill the void,
again allowing al Qaida to use the
country as a base to plot terrorist
attacks against us,” Mr. Linker ex-
plained.

Mr. Linker, a Bergen County attor-
ney who announced his campaign in
May, said he is “all for ending our
mission in Afghanistan, but only af-
ter we have achieved our goals: The
Afghan security forces must be suffi-
ciently prepared to protect the coun-
try and the government must be stable
enough to survive on its own. Only
then can we leave knowing that Af-
ghanistan is stable and closed for
business to al Qaida.”

He said Sen. Menendez supports
the President’s “politically expedient
plan to withdraw troops.”

“We have drained the swamp and
our task now is not nation-building in
Afghanistan, but ensuring that the

swamp does not fill again. We can
accomplish that mission with a frac-
tion of the current force,” Sen.
Menendez said in an op-ed on June
21, 2011, according to Mr. Linker’s
press release.

Mr. Linker responded that, “En-
suring the swamp doesn’t fill up again
as Bob Menendez suggests absolutely
requires that we stay as long as nec-
essary to stabilize the country. Any-
thing less would be patently irre-
sponsible.”

Mr. Linker further stated that “with-
drawing, as the President plans and
as Bob Menendez suggests, could
surrender our sizable achievements
in Afghanistan and leave us vulner-
able to a terrorist attack. The Presi-
dent should spend less time acting as
campaigner in chief and defer in this
situation to his commanders. Arbi-
trary withdrawal timeframes will not
help us achieve our goals.”

STOP TEXTING…Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains) discusses
the “No Texting While Driving Campaign” with Rich Diab, center, regional opera-
tions director, and Mike Baker, marketing director, of Smith & Solomon Commercial
Driver Training of Linden. Smith and Solomon has launched a campaign to discour-
age motorists from texting while driving with signage on the side and back of all its
tractor trailer training trucks that says “Stop Texting…Just Drive.”
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Ex-PVSC Administrators,
Northvale Mayor Indicted

Three former administrators and a
former shop foreman from the Passaic
Valley Sewerage Commissioners
(PVSC) were indicted last week on
charges of using subordinates to help
with home repairs while they were
supposed to be at work, according to
a nj.com report.

Charged were Anthony Ardis, 57,
of Paterson; Kevin Keogh, 45, of
Roseland; Chester Mazza, 70, of
Totowa; and Paul Bazela, 44, mayor
of Northvale and former foreman of
the PVSC carpenter’s shop.

Ardis, Keogh and Mazza were ter-
minated following their arrests in
February while Bazela was fired ear-
lier this year. If convicted, he would
be required to forfeit his job as mayor,
according to the report.

As Crowley Returns as CEO,
Kyrillos Considers U.S. Sen. Run

Biotech executive John Crowley
is returning as chief executive of-
ficer of Amicus Therapeutics re-
ducing speculation that he’s con-
sidering a run for U.S. Senate next
year in New Jersey. He is finishing
temporary active duty with the
United States Navy Reserve.

State Sen. Joseph Kyrillos (R-13,
Middletown) has set up an explor-
atory committee to consider a run for
the same seat. U.S. Sen. Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.), who defeated
State Senator Tom Kean Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) in 2006, is up for reelec-
tion in 2012. Also in the mix is Con-
servative Ian Linker who said he filed
papers to run in May.

Millburn Providing Shared
Service for Animal Control

Millburn has been providing ani-
mal control services to Florham Park
and Chatham Township since earlier
this year and is now in discussions
with New Providence and Spring-
field to extend the service to those
towns as well, according to the Inde-
pendent Press.

The report said Millburn charges
$43.02 an hour for the service.
Florham Park had been paying St.
Hubert’s Animal Welfare Center
$19,000 a year to provide animal
control services, but faced an increase
to $37,000. They will pay no more
than $20,000 with Millburn.

Homeowners in Florham Park and
Chatham Township call their local
police to report any animal control
issues and the local police call the
incident to Millburn Police who then
dispatch one of the township’s two
animal control officers, according to
the report.

Stender Rips Christie for Vetoing
$7.5 Mil. for Women’s Care

Assemblywomen Linda Stender (D-
22, Scotch Plains) criticized Gover-
nor Chris Christie’s decision to once
again veto $7.5 million for women’s
health care. “Once again, the Gover-
nor has made it clear that it is more
important for him to pander to the
conservative right wing media than to
support programs that benefit some of
the most vulnerable residents he was
elected to represent,” Asw. Stender
said. “Restoring this funding would
have saved lives and money and pro-
tected low- and middle-income women
from being relegated to the shadows
under the Governor’s agenda.”

Asm. Green Welcomes
Abolishment of COAH

TRENTON) – Assemblyman Jerry
Green (D-22, Plainfield) welcomed
Governor Chris Christie’s plan to abol-
ish the Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH) and again asked the governor
to work cooperatively to improve af-
fordable housing in New Jersey.

Asm. Green recommended COAH
be abolished in legislation he spon-
sored earlier this legislative session
(A-3447) that was conditionally ve-
toed by the Governor in January that
would have abolished COAH and
provided housing obligation reduc-
tions for municipalities.

“I’m pleased to see the Governor do
the right thing and devise a respon-
sible plan to abolish the Council on
Affordable Housing. This bureacracy
had long become unworkable and
never fulfilled the goal of responsibly
providing affordable housing through-
out our state. That’s why I proposed
abolishing it in my legislation.But this
is only half the battle,” Asm. Green
said.

“I continue to hope to work coop-
eratively with the Governor to devise
reform legislation that meets the needs
of economic development and af-
fordable housing. New Jersey needs
a viable housing plan for its hard-
working families that is also good for
business and workable for mayors,”
he said.

Governor Signs Bills
TRENTON –Governor Chris

Christie has signed legislation to es-
tablish a New Jersey Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease Study Commission, to enhance
the penalty for killing police dog or
dog engaged in search and rescue ef-
forts, and to allow municipalities to
provide free or reduced fee beach
badges to active military and New
Jersey National Guard personnel.

Assembly OK’s Bill
To Crackdown on
Sale of Bath Salts

TRENTON – A measure sponsored
by Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-20, Scotch Plains) to crackdown
on the practice of selling illegal drugs
disguised as “bath salts” received fi-
nal legislative approval by the Assem-
bly on June 29 and now heads to the
Governor’s desk for consideration.

The legislation (A-3984), known
as “Pamela’s Law,” was first an-
nounced by Assemblyman John
McKeon (D-27, West Orange) and
Asw. Stender in March after the body
of Pamela Schmidt, a Rutgers stu-
dent and resident of Warren Town-
ship, was discovered in the basement
of her boyfriend’s parent’s home in
Cranford.

According to newspaper articles,
the boyfriend, who has been charged
with murder, may have been using
“bath salts” and consequently suffer-
ing from paranoia and mania.

The measure, which was approved
by the Senate earlier this month, passed
the Assembly by a vote of 74-2.

According to Assembly Majority
Office, some of the after affects of
using these products, which are be-
lieved to be highly addictive, include
high blood pressure, increased heart
rate, agitation, hallucinations, ex-
treme paranoia, delusions, and sui-
cidal thoughts.

Users experience an intense high,
extreme energy, hallucinations, in-
somnia and are easily provoked to
anger, according to the Drug En-
forcement Administration (DEA),
which is currently investigating the
drugs.
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find out exactly who’s got what for sale and for

how much … uses the advertising columns as the

tried-and-trusted guide to the best “buys” in town.
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alike to the shopper who wants to buy wisely and

to the advertiser who wants to sell well!

Doherty Bill Would Remove
Court From School Aid Decisions

State Sen. Michael Doherty (R-23,
Washington) has introduced a  consti-
tutional amendment that would re-
move the State Supreme Court from
decisions on how the state funds
schools. His said proposal would pro-
vide equal school aid for each student,
regardless of where the student re-
sides.

MS Council Reviews Budget
Audit and Proclamations
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough
council at its bimonthly meeting Tues-
day evening passed resolutions to
apply for grants with the Community
Development Block Grant Program
(CDBG) and with the three-year Co-
operative Agreement (CAUC) with
Union County.

The CDBG program of the United
States Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) provides
money for construction projects.

The CAUC program also by HUD
qualifies participants as part of an
“urban county.” As such, Elizabeth
and Union Township qualify for a
direct grant from HUD. For
Mountainside to qualify, the borough
must enter the cooperative and be
combined in name with the other
municipalities in Union County.

The board reviewed the audit for
the 2011-2012 municipal budget with
no changes necessary. Mountainside
Mayor Paul Mirabelli noted he was
pleased with the audit review’s re-
sults. “I’m happy to say the recom-
mendation, which they (the borough’s
auditors) usually find problems that
need to be corrected, there are
none…so we don’t have to discuss
any corrective plan.” The budget for
the borough is $11,223,629 — an
increase of 3 percent over last year.

The council authorized the
Mountainside Historic Preservation
Committee (MHPC) to apply for a
grant to make repairs to the Hetfield
House. The Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House from the late eighteenth cen-
tury is used today as a museum and a
meetinghouse.

According to Councilman Jeffrey
Wass, the money will be used for a
new water heater and other “system-
atic improvements.”

At the next council meeting, the
council will honor the Governor
Livingston High School baseball
team, winners of the New Jersey State
Interscholastic Athletic Association
(NJSIAA) Group 2 state final. It is
the school’s first state championship
since 1999. The team had a record of
27 wins and 6 losses this year. The
council will also recognize Head
Coach Chris Roof.

In August, the council plans to
honor the Governor Livingston Girls
Softball team, winners of the Union
County tournament title. The team
lost to Robbinsville High School in
the state tournament.

Coach Rick Iacono led the team to
a record of 24 wins, with only three
losses for the year. Seven members of
the team are from Mountainside.

Non-Residential Dev.
Fees Extended In Bill
TRENTON — Legislation extend-

ing the suspension of non-residential
development fees until July 1, 2013
was overwhelmingly passed by the
Assembly on June 29. The original
moratorium on non-residential devel-
opment fees expired on June 30, 2010
and since that time the fee has been re-
imposed by municipalities.

 In addition to the two-year freeze
on non-residential development fees,
the legislation provides that payments
on or after July 1, 2010 should be
refunded, unless a town has spent the
money.


