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By ROBERT COZZOLINA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tuesday evening July 28, 2011, I
attended a private showing for exotic
car enthusiasts at 58 Avenue A, New-
ark. Two childhood friends hosted
the event. They grew up together in
the Ironbound Section of Newark and
are planning on opening a dinner
club for private events this coming
fall.

The two purchased the building in
the mid 90’s and used it for ware-
housing when, a little over two years
ago they decided to renovate it for
their car collections. The building
has a fascinating history; in 1905 it
housed a Horse and Carriage Station

Ironbound Muscle Cars: Exotic With a Fascinating Flair
for the Newark Fire Department. It
was later purchased by two German
immigrants who turned it into a tool
and die factory. Post WWII it was
again sold and renovated to become
the Lafayette Crane and Hoist Com-
pany, manufacturers of trolley cranes
and hoists.

The newly renovated building is
the perfect host to this exotic car
collection that holds 32 cars and over
a dozen motorcycles dating from the
Model T era to recent exotic cars such
as the Ferrari.

It’s a unique location that everyone
can enjoy as it highlights a bit of
history and showcases America’s love
of the automobile.

By Bob Cozzolina for The Westfield Leader and The Times

www.avenueaclub.com
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Save even more than before with
Allstate.
Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $336* a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first. 
You could be surprised by how much you’ll
save.

The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

well as the Westfield Fire Department
and police units from both Westfield
and Scotch Plains. The surrounding
area was closed to residents and traffic
for the majority of the day.
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Brightwood Park Incident Senate OKs Ciarrocca
Nomination for Judge

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Third Ward Council-
man Mark Ciarrocca sailed through a
Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on
June 29 and received full Senate confir-
mation on his nomination to the state
Superior Court in Union County by Gov-
ernor Chris Christie. It is anticipated that
he will be sworn in to the Union County
bench at the end of the month.

State Senator Nick Scutari (D-22, Lin-
den), who chairs the Senate Judiciary
Committee, said at Mr. Ciarrocca’s hear-
ing, “I’m proud to support his
nomination...I know he’s going to enjoy
a stellar career in Union County.”

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) said Mr. Ciarrocca is “an
extraordinary attorney” and “a real ben-

jumped, she noted.
Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola said

“we all need to work together” with
the Rotary and Frazee officials, not-
ing that the issue of the house’s resto-
ration “has been languishing. We can’t
let it get lost in the shuffle any longer.”

Councilman Michael Marcus
agreed, saying he wanted to “see some
resolution to this.” Regarding the zoo
property in general, he said he was
open to any options, including its
possible sale. “I’d like to see some-
thing good happen there, whatever it
might be.”

Township Manager Chris Marion
said “everyone wants to see some-
thing happen at that site,” and said he
will schedule a workshop meeting in
August with Rotary Club officials.

But Mr. Marion also was optimis-
tic about development of the prop-
erty as a whole, saying that the “stars
seem to be aligning across the board”
now that the soil remediation effort
will soon get underway in conjunc-
tion with intensified discussions about
the garden and the fate of the Frazee
House property. It’s important, he
said, that, “we tie this whole site
together.”
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to meet last night to discuss the issue.
The current redevelopment plan, as

set by the council, allows for the club to
continue as is but would require the
township to approve any changes or
additions. However, the plan also in-
cludes an option where the township
could force the owner to surrender its
rights to the property should it no longer
function as a golf course.

The suits are seeking damages, attor-
ney fees, a repeal of the designation as
an area in need of rehabilitation and an
order preventing the township from
enforcing any redevelopment plans.
Prior to the council taking action, the
club was zoned for one-acre residential
properties should it have been sold to a
developer.

A representative from Gibbons said
that they were unable to speak on
Shackamaxon’s behalf and a phone
call to Matt Galvin of NJ Golf Partners
was not returned as of press time.
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efit to the Union County bench” when
introducing him at the hearing.

The judiciary committee had no ques-
tions for Mr. Ciarrocca and gave him
unanimous approval.

“I appreciate the honor of the gover-
nor nominating me,” Mr. Ciarrocca told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. “I
look forward to serving the people of
Union County as a judge of the Superior
Court.”

First elected to the Third Ward in
2003 and reelected in 2007, Mr.
Ciarrocca will have to resign his seat on
the Westfield Town Council prior to
taking the bench. Two weeks ago, fol-
lowing his nomination by the governor,
he announced that he would not seek
reelection this November. Mr. Ciarrocca
currently serves as acting mayor in the
absence of Mayor Andy Skibitsky, chair-
man of the council’s Finance Commit-
tee and as a member of the Public Safety
Committee.

From the time of his resignation, the
Republicans will have 15 days to present
a list of three names to the council from
which they will choose Mr. Ciarrocca’s
council successor. Two weeks ago
Westfield Republican committee Chair-
man Jon Bramnick, who also serves as a
state assemblyman, implied that who-
ever was chosen to fill the vacancy on
council would also run for election in
November.

The Third Ward council election will
be a three-way race between the GOP
nominee Democrat Matt Sontz and In-
dependent candidate Greg Kasko.

Mr. Ciarrocca was raised in Westfield
and graduated from Westfield High
School. He holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Virginia Military Institute
and a Juris Doctorate from Washington
and Lee University. Mr. Ciarrocca also
served active duty in the U.S. Army and
eight years in the Army Reserves, where
he served as a commander. Upon gradu-
ation from law school, he clerked for
state Superior Court Judge Peter Ciolino,
the assignment judge in Bergen County,
and then began practicing law in Union
Township. He is the principal in the law
firm of Ciarrocca & Ciarrocca in Union.
Mr. Ciarrocca will be required to leave
his practice upon taking the bench.

Mr. Ciarrocca and his wife, Janet,
have two sons: Robby, a sophomore in
college, and Jack, a student at Edison
Intermediate School.

As the HAZMAT response team was
seen entering the park in full protective
gear, several officers from ESU were
seen on Fanwood Avenue loading rifles.
Captain Wayman told The Times that

ESU was on hand as a precaution after
screams were heard within the park,
the source of which could not be deter-
mined.

By approximately 3 p.m., the area
was cleared and reopened to residents
and park-goers.

“In essence, after the subject was
removed from the woods for medical
treatment, HAZMAT secured the area,
the DEP (Department of Environmen-
tal Protection) removed the chemical
mixture in the bucket, as well as the
makeshift tent,” Captain Wayman said.
“The area was made safe and, after the
woods were searched, no other victims
were reported.”

Speculation into whether the series
of events was related to a suicide at-
tempt were unconfirmed, although
Captain Wayman stated, “Anything is
possible.”

The investigation is ongoing and
Captain Wayman reported officials con-
tinue to question the female individual.
“It has not been determined if anything
criminal has taken place,” he said.

the South Avenue bus stop mid-block
between 2nd Street and Martine Av-
enue, near the Enchantments store.

Mr. Parenti said, “Parking is at a
premium in Fanwood. Putting a bus
stop in front of Enchantments ... is
going to [result in] the loss of four to
five spaces. To put it in the central
business district is wrong.”

He suggested moving the bus stop
to the corner of Martine and South
Avenues, near the cleaners and sushi
restaurant. Doing so, Councilman
Mike Szuch noted, would also make
it easier for residents of The Chelsea,
who could simply cross the street to
board the bus.

In the wake of a 3-2 May ruling by
the New Jersey Supreme Court that
the state must fund schools in its
poorest districts to the tune of an
extra $500 million, Councilman Rob-
ert Manduca is introducing a mea-
sure in Fanwood asking the governor
and the state Legislature to “fulfill
their Constitutional responsibility”
to distribute state educational aid in a
“fair and equitable manner,” while
seeking to do all in their power to
offer property-tax relief to the entire
public.

The executive and legislative
branches, he said, must serve as “co-
equal entities” to the court. Mr.
Manduca found the court ruling to be
a “clear violation” of the state Con-
stitution, and the upcoming resolu-
tion “urges” the other two branches
of government to “more carefully
and jealously guard their preroga-
tives than they have to date.”

By Betsey Burgdorf
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