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PASSING THE GAVEL…The Fanwood Seniors Club recently ended its year
with a picnic at which members bid a fond farewell to Jim Peeney, who has served
as club president for the past five years, and his wife, Dorothy. During Mr.
Peeney’s tenure, the club grew to more than 100 members. The couple is moving
to the shore area but still intends to remain in touch with the club. Pictured,
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr passes the gavel to new Club President Joe Bruno,
left, as Mr. Peeney looks on.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOING GREEN...On Saturday, residents stocked up on fresh produce at the
Scotch Plains Farmers’ Marketplace, which will be in the municipal building
parking lot on Park Avenue every Saturday through the fall.

WF Resident Stable After
Brightwood Park Incident

cals, later identified as a combination
of bleach and ammonia.

Union County Director of Emer-
gency Management Chris Scaturo
said the bleach and ammonia mixture
removed from the scene was a com-
bination of household ingredients
amounting to approximately two gal-
lons worth of fluid. According to Mr.
Scaturo, when combined, the ingre-
dients create a noxious gas that
“makes you sick and could be fatal if
inhaled.”

Captain Wayman stated that the
structure containing the deadly mix-
ture had most likely been erected
earlier that morning or the day be-
fore. The individual, as well as two
officers who came in contact with the
chemicals, were decontaminated at
the scene. The female individual and
one officer were transported to Over-
look Medical Center for treatment.
The officer was treated and released;
as of Tuesday, the female was re-
ported to be in stable condition.

John Street was lined with emer-
gency response vehicles, including
Union County HAZMAT, Westfield’s
Emergency Services Unit (ESU), as

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – After an investiga-
tion into the events following a 9-1-1
call made from Brightwood Park last
Thursday, Westfield Police Captain
David Wayman told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that at this
time, the events do not appear to be
criminal in nature.

According to Captain Wayman, at
approximately 10:30 a.m., police re-
ceived a 9-1-1 call from an individual
stating she was walking in the park
and was experiencing difficulty in
breathing. Response units located the
individual, identified only as a
Westfield resident in her early 20s, in
a remote wooded section of the park
adjacent to Fanwood Avenue and John
Street. Upon the arrival of the re-
sponse units, the individual was con-
scious, but lost consciousness shortly
thereafter, Captain Wayman reported.
It was determined she had come in
contact with hazardous chemical
materials found at the scene.

In close proximity to the individual
was a makeshift structure, described
by Captain Wayman as tent-like,
which contained a bucket of chemi- CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fanwood Discusses Traffic,
OKs Shady Lane Crosswalks
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
APOCALYPSE NOW, Smell of napalm in the morning?…The crowd enjoys the dramatic conclusion of the fireworks
Monday night at Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
POLICE EMERGENCY...HAZMAT personnel suit up to investigate possible
dangerous chemicals being present during an incident at Brightwood Park last
Thursday.

Shackamaxon Challenges Township
Over Redevelopment of Golf Course

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS –
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club
and NJ Golf Partners have filed two
lawsuits against the Township of
Scotch Plains. The lawsuits challenge
the township’s designation of the golf
club property as an area in need of
rehabilitation and the redevelopment
plan that was set forth.

When township officials learned
in January that the 146-acre club was
for sale, the mayor and council began
considering moving the municipal
building, library and other buildings
to the property. At the time, Mayor
Nancy Malool proposed a land swap
where a developer would purchase
the club property, build the township

government’s buildings there and in
return be given the township’s cur-
rent property in the downtown area.

NJ Golf Partners entered into a
contract to purchase the club in March
of this year. According to the law-
suits, they approached the mayor and
council only to be told that, “the
township was not inclined to work
with the purchaser.” According to the
suits, NJ Golf Partners also offered to
either sell the land to the township, or
enter into a “sale and lease back;”
offers that also were refused. NJ Golf
Partners is an affiliate of the RDC
Golf Group, which owns Forsgate
Country Club in Monroe and the
Tuscawilla Country Club in Winter
Springs, Fla.

The suits allege that the mayor and

council and the planning board failed
to provide notice to Shackamaxon on
the resolutions designating the area
as one in need of redevelopment or in
need of rehabilitation. The suits also
allege that the designation as an area
in need of rehabilitation was done
“solely based on who owned the prop-
erty” and not on the condition of the
property, which would not be in com-
pliance with state law.

The suits also charge “the rehabili-
tation resolution was adopted for the
purpose of bullying plaintiffs into
accepting the land swap or illegally
devaluing the country club property
to the point where the township could
afford to purchase the property or
take it through eminent domain.”

Included in the suits are accusa-
tions that the mayor and council vio-
lated the open public meetings act –
a charge which Mayor Malool told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times is
“absolutely untrue.”

The suits allege that a council meet-
ing held on February 15 was not
adequately noticed to newspapers nor
did the notice state whether formal
action would be taken. The plaintiffs
also allege that a special meeting of
the planning board, on President’s
Day, was not adequately noticed.
Additionally, the suit alleges that the
mayor and council entered into ex-
ecutive session under the pretense
that they were discussing the “poten-
tial sale of property,” which “was not
within one of the exceptions” as the
council “never intended to purchase
the country club property from
Shackamaxon.”

Mayor Malool told The Times that
there were a number of false allega-
tions in the suit and that “what was
true was totally taken out of context.”
She said that the township “really
want(s) to get it resolved.” She said
the township is in negotiations, and
while they are not offering anything
financially, officials are discussing
the redevelopment plan. According to
Mayor Malool, township officials were

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Councilwoman
Kathy Mitchell and Councilman An-
thony Parenti indicated Fanwood’s
willingness to take incremental steps
to allay the concerns of those who
live on Shady Lane and Poplar Place.

Both roads run perpendicular to
Martine Avenue, where they begin,
and serve as filters for Hetfield and
La Grande Avenues, respectively, at
their far ends. Many younger pedes-
trians walk in this area, which is in
the vicinity of McGinn Elementary
School.

Both Shady Lane and Poplar Place
have experienced higher rates of traf-
fic since construction began on the
multi-year bridge project at the New
Providence Road arc over Route 22.
Traffic backup on Park Avenue has
become routine in Scotch Plains since
construction began; during peak
hours, it spreads to Fanwood along
Martine Avenue. Both Shady Lane
and Poplar Place allow drivers to link
up with South Avenue and avoid de-
lays in the center of the borough.

As a first step, the borough will
place crosswalks, curb to curb, along
Shady Lane at the intersections of
Clement and Winfield Places. Fur-
ther traffic counts will occur in Sep-
tember in order to get more accurate
readings. By that point, Councilman
Parenti noted, school will return to
session and the overpass construc-
tion should cease. Mr. Parenti re-
minded the public that drivers may
not park their cars within 25 feet of a
crosswalk on either side. No ordi-
nances are needed to place cross-
walks in the borough.

If this does not “stem the tide,” as

Ms. Mitchell said, Fanwood could
seek to restrict right turns onto Shady
Lane and Poplar Place from north-
bound Martine Avenue, as well as
curtail left turns from Shady and Pop-
lar onto southbound Martine, during
the peak hours of 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Mr. Parenti also publicly stated his
desire for the county’s cooperation in
helping to synchronize the traffic
lights along Park and Martine Av-
enue from Raritan Road in Clark all
the way to Route 22. This, he said,
would only result in a “smoother flow
through Fanwood” after the construc-
tion ends.

The borough council will conduct
first reading, at its next public meet-
ing, on an ordinance that would cre-
ate a “No-Knock List.”

Borough Attorney Dennis Estes
said the borough had passed anti-
soliciting measures earlier, but this
ordinance “would go to the next step.”

Any resident who does not want to
be bothered can be added to the “do-
not-knock” list and place signage out-
side their doors.

Mr. Estes joked that the list will not
prevent politicians – “as much as we
may want it to” – from knocking on
doors. Also, charitable causes and
“public interests” – anything from
religious to environmental-awareness
groups – would not be limited by the
new ordinance.

Signing up for the “no-knock” list
would simply stop all groups or indi-
viduals that require licenses or regis-
tration from soliciting at that resi-
dence.

On a separate topic, Mr. Parenti
stated his displeasure with NJ
Transit’s intention to eventually move

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SP Council to Make Renewed Push
On Developing Zoo Property

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council appears determined to
make a renewed push to develop the
former Terry-Lou Zoo property on
Raritan Road more than a decade
after the municipal government pur-
chased the six-acre tract to prevent it
from being turned into residential
housing.

At its conference meeting on Tues-
day, the council spent an hour dis-
cussing various aspects of the prop-
erty, including a soil remediation strat-
egy that will involve the excavation
and removal of several tons of soil
that was found to have been contami-
nated by oil and other storage tanks
that were situated on the property

when the zoo was in operation. Tony
Pedro of engineering consultant
Hatch Mott McDonald told the coun-
cil that his firm had identified nine
locations at the site as being potential
environmental concerns; of those, five
were ultimately singled out for soil
excavation.

The affected soil is located mostly
in the area of the historic Frazee
House near the intersection of Raritan
and Terrill Roads. The total cost of
this effort will be around $90,000,
but all but about $17,000 of the ex-
pense will be defrayed by state fund-
ing, according to Mr. Pedro. Mayor
Nancy Malool expressed some sur-
prise that the township was unaware
of potential environmental problems
when it bought the property in the
late 1990s, saying such knowledge
might have reduced the ultimate pur-
chase price. Mr. Pedro told her the
first studies of the soil were con-
ducted in the early 2000s.

Councilman William Vastine ex-
pressed some concern that the zoo
property is basically unsecured, leav-
ing it vulnerable to illegal dumping.
He said he worried that after the
township spent money to clean up the
site, someone would dump hazard-
ous materials on the grounds or into
the stream that traverses the property,
thus necessitating a new round of
remediation.

Mayor Malool urged the council to

move forward with plans for a com-
munity garden at the zoo property, an
initiative she has championed since
taking office in 2009. The proposed
site of the garden, which would be on
a 250-foot by 250-foot piece of land
at the property’s western side, has a
“very steep grade,” cautioned assis-
tant township engineer Joseph Timko.
He said the problem could be allevi-
ated by installing individual raised
beds; in effect, a step-like pattern.

The mayor envisioned leasing
pieces of land to residents interested
in organic gardening, with a board of
directors appointed to oversee its op-
erations.

Decisions regarding the fate of the
Frazee House also may be at hand,
given that the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Club, which is refurbishing
the Frazee House, has received a plan-
ning grant from the state that will
allow the group to secure a planner to
recommend what to do about the re-
habilitation project at the nearly 300-
year-old house.

The club’s efforts have been ongo-
ing since the mid-2000s, and Mayor
Malool said the public has not seen
“visible progress.” She said she has
told Rotary officials she favored
“some kind of a replica or other way
to pay homage to the history that’s
there.” Fundraising has been difficult
and the costs of restoration have
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