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DRIVERS WHO SWITCHED FROM:

$336$336AVERAGE 
ANNUAL
SAVINGS:

SHOPPING FOR CAR INSURANCE?
CALL ME FIRST.

*

Geico saved $440* on average with Allstate

Progressive saved $332*  on average with Allstate

State Farm saved $182 *  on average with Allstate

Annual  savings based on information reported nationally  by new Allstate  auto customers for  policies
written  in  2010.  Acutal  savings  will  vary.  Allstate  New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance
Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2011 Allstate Insurance Company

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711

Save even more than before with
Allstate.
Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $336* a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first. 
You could be surprised by how much you’ll
save.

519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Cranford Board Turns Down Sunoco Convenience Store
By THOMAS FORTUNATO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Zoning
Board of Adjustment on June 27
turned down by a 6-1 vote an appli-
cation by Parkway Sunoco, located
at 401 North Avenue, East, to make
renovations to its facility, includ-
ing incorporating a new conve-
nience store that would be open
between the hours of 5 a.m. and 10
p.m.

Sunoco was applying for a list of
use variances required to convert the
facility’s repair garages into a conve-
nience store.  Currently, Sunoco ille-
gally operates a small convenience
store on the premises, as both gas
stations and convenience stores are
prohibited uses in that zone and re-
quire “D” variances to operate. The
gas station has existed and operated in
that location since 1970.

Sunoco’s application originally
stated that it wished to operate a 24-
hour store, which it later changed to
have the store operate between the
hours of 5 a.m. and midnight, then
finally to between 5 a.m. and 10 p.m.
in a last-minute effort to sway the
board into accepting  the application.

Sunoco’s application faced oppo-
sition from not only most of the board
members, but also township residents.

One point that was repeatedly made
was that the addition of a late-night
operating convenience store would
lead to an increase of criminal activ-
ity in the area.

“A growing number of individuals
we read in the police blotter of our
local newspaper are stopped in that
area for possessing drug parapher-
nalia,” stated board member Will-
iam Montani.
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KICKING BACK…After a tough day of yachting on the Eastern Shore of the
Chesapeake Bay in Rock Hall, Md., Suzanne Taylor of Scotch Plains takes a few
quiet moments to catch up on the local news.
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Shackamaxon

ment and police units from both
Westfield and Scotch Plains. The sur-
rounding area was closed to residents
and traffic for the majority of the day.

By ROBERT COZZOLINA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tuesday evening July 28, 2011, I
attended a private showing for exotic
car enthusiasts at 58 Avenue A, New-
ark. Two childhood friends hosted
the event. They grew up together in
the Ironbound Section of Newark and
are planning on opening a dinner
club for private events this coming
fall.

The two purchased the building in
the mid 90’s and used it for ware-
housing when, a little over two years
ago they decided to renovate it for
their car collections. The building
has a fascinating history; in 1905 it
housed a Horse and Carriage Station

Ironbound Muscle Cars: Exotic With a Fascinating Flair
for the Newark Fire Department. It
was later purchased by two German
immigrants who turned it into a tool
and die factory. Post WWII it was
again sold and renovated to become
the Lafayette Crane and Hoist Com-
pany, manufacturers of trolley cranes
and hoists.

The newly renovated building is
the perfect host to this exotic car
collection that holds 32 cars and over
a dozen motorcycles dating from the
Model T era to recent exotic cars such
as the Ferrari.

It’s a unique location that everyone
can enjoy as it highlights a bit of
history and showcases America’s love
of the automobile.

By Bob Cozzolina for The Westfield Leader and The Times

www.avenueaclub.com

township to approve any changes or
additions. However, the plan also in-
cludes an option where the township
could force the owner to surrender its
rights to the property should it no
longer function as a golf course.

The suits are seeking damages, at-
torney fees, a repeal of the designa-
tion as an area in need of rehabilita-
tion and an order preventing the town-
ship from enforcing any redevelop-
ment plans. Prior to the council tak-
ing action, the club was zoned for
one-acre residential properties should
it have been sold to a developer.

A representative from Gibbons said
that they were unable to speak on
Shackamaxon’s behalf and a phone
call to Matt Galvin of NJ Golf Part-
ners was not returned as of press
time.

As the HAZMAT response team
was seen entering the park in full
protective gear, several officers from
ESU were seen on Fanwood Avenue

loading rifles. Captain Wayman told
The Leader that ESU was on hand as
a precaution after screams were heard
within the park, the source of which
could not be determined.

By approximately 3 p.m., the area
was cleared and reopened to resi-
dents and park-goers.

“In essence, after the subject was
removed from the woods for medical
treatment, HAZMAT secured the area,
the DEP (Department of Environmen-
tal Protection) removed the chemical
mixture in the bucket, as well as the
makeshift tent,” Captain Wayman said.
“The area was made safe and, after the
woods were searched, no other vic-
tims were reported.”

Speculation into whether the se-
ries of events was related to a suicide
attempt were unconfirmed, although
Captain Wayman stated, “Anything
is possible.”

The investigation is ongoing and
Captain Wayman reported officials
continue to question the female indi-
vidual. “It has not been determined if
anything criminal has taken place,”
he said.
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Brightwood Park Incident

Thomas Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
STORE REJECTED...Orthodontist Dr. Frank Kraus, left, addresses the Cranford
Board of Adjustment, as township planing expert Marcia Shiffman looks on. The
board rejected the application by Sunoco to convert a garage into a convenience
store.

Board Chairman Robert
Hellenbrecht was not just the only
member who voted in favor of the
application, but remained staunchly
in favor of the application from the
beginning, even going so far as to
attempt to filibuster the opposition
with an approximately 40-minute-
long  speech during the closing com-
ments section of the meeting.

Halfway through Mr.
Hellenbrecht’s closing comments,
former mayor Mark Smith started
clapping very loudly from his seat
in the audience, attempting to cut
Mr. Hellenbrecht off.

“Oh, I’m sorry, I thought you were
done,” said Mr. Smith. “[You]
should’ve been done a long time
ago.”

“Be quiet, or I’m going to go next
door and get the police!” Board
Attorney David Weeks interjected.

“[Mr. Hellenbrecht has] spoken
for 15 minutes and hasn’t mentioned
a municipal land-use law once,” Mr.
Smith explained.

“You should not be speaking,
and you know better,” Mr. Weeks
stated as he got up to leave the
room.

Mr. Weeks returned a few min-
utes later by himself, and sat down
in his regular seat.
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856 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside, NJ


