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Former WF Resident Scares
Audiences for a Living

Tony Award Winning Composer Marc Shaiman
Re-Visits SP-FHS Meets Cast of Hairspray

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — On Satur-
day, January 21, Marc Shaiman,
world-renowned composer of
Hairspray and a former Scotch Plains
resident, paid a visit to his alma mater
for a questio-and-answer session with
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Reper-
tory Theatre’s (Rep) cast of
Hairspray.

“It’s a great thrill for me. You can’t
imagine writing something that your
own high school is putting on, and
that you’re still alive to get to see it
happen. It’s really wonderful,” Mr.
Shaiman told The Westfield Leader
and The Times jokingly. He left Scotch
Plains for New York City (NYC) when
he was 16 and this was the first time
he had stepped through the doors of
the school since.

Scotch Plains resident and child-
hood friend Joanne Sprague, who has
been involved with the Rep since the
1970s and recently took on the role as
production co-coordinator, invited
Mr. Shaiman, who now shares his
time between NYC and Los Angeles,
back to the very music room where
his talent was first noticed.

“There was no high school musical
when I was young,” he said. “Manya
Unger created a summer theater pro-
gram and they were putting on The
Sound of Music and I auditioned to
play piano.” “After the audition, ev-
eryone was in awe. My ego was born,”
Mr. Shaiman said. “I was this crazy,
freaky piano player. I was definitely
blessed.” It was his first time playing
for an audience and “his obsession
for musical theater was born.”

From there he traveled from one
community theater to another play-
ing piano for whatever production
they were performing and doing his
school work at night. In 1976, at 16,
he began playing what he called
“cheesy” piano for a comedy act in
NYC. He dropped out of high school,
got his GED and began working full-
time in the entertainment business.

He admitted that since junior high
school he had an obsession with Bette
Midler and “dreamed of playing for
her.” In an interesting turn of events,
he was playing piano for a cabaret act
called the Hartlettes when Ms. Midler
asked the act to open for her on tour.
Mr. Shaiman flew to Los Angeles
with the girls and impressed Bette

Midler when she asked the group of
pick-up musicians if anyone could
play a little know song of hers called
“No Jestering.”

Not only was he the only musician
there that knew the song but, “I knew
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MUSIC MAN...Composer Marc Shaiman pays a visit to Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School to discuss his carreer and give pointers to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Repertory Theatre’s cast of Hairspray.

it was the fourth cut on her third
album.” At 17 he went on tour with
Bette Middler and would continue to
work with her for years to come. “My
dream had come true and I wasn’t
even 18,” he said.

By the time he was 24 he had
written so many songs that he put
together a “greatest hits” collection
he jokingly called “Marc Shaiman —
The First 50-years.” He had earned a
reputation that soon attracted
Hollywood’s heavyweights.

Mr. Shaiman went on to work with
Billy Crystal and Martin Short on
Saturday Night Live. He arranged
the music for When Harry Met Sally,
performed by Harry Croncik, Jr. as
well as dozens of other movies and
plays.

He has been nominated for five
Academy Awards. “I’ve been lucky
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‘Places: Near and Far’
Captures Exquisite Detail

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – For Westfield art-
ist, Linnea W. Rhodes, exhibiting her
artwork at the Westfield Memorial
Library (WML) is a homecoming of
sorts.Mrs. Rhodes
was president of the
Friends of the Li-
brary for three years
and she is presently
on the board of the
newly formed
Westfield Memorial
Library Foundation.
She also assists with
the library’s Mu-
seum Pass Program.

 “I am particularly
pleased to be show-
ing at the library be-
cause of my connec-
tions with the li-
brary,” she told The
Westfield Leader and
The Times.

Her exhibit, titled “Places: Near
and Far,” a collection of landscapes,

cityscapes and waterscapes, is hang-
ing in the library’s Internet Gallery.
The varied subject matter has one
thing in common: it showcases Mrs.
Rhodes’s ability to capture a place in
all its exquisite detail.

Mrs. Rhodes has developed her
own unique media by either sketch-
ing a scene or photographing it digi-
tally, and then painting over it with
watercolors.

 Locals will recognize familiar
buildings in on piece entitled
“Quimby and Elm,” a dreamy winter
scene of downtown in a snow storm,
and “Broad and Elm,” a depiction of
the heart of Westfield in the spring.

 Other “near” subjects include St.
Teresa’s Church in Summit, a water
colored pen and ink painting that
details the building’s intricate
fascade, and the Cranford Canoe
Club, in which the pale colors used
to portray water and sky make bold
statements.

 The “far” offerings of the ex-
hibit include realist portrayals of a
floral shop in France, and pastoral
scenes of Italy, Panama, and Long
Island.

 “What you see displayed is what I
think of as some of my very best
work,” Mrs. Rhodes explained.

 “My goal is to capture the look
and feel of a place.”

 Mrs. Rhodes is also well-known
for her sets of note cards portraying
familiar buildings in Westfield,
Cranford, Summit as well as in Eu-
rope. The cards are sold locally.

 Mrs. Rhodes is president of the
Contemporary Art Group, a group of
central Jersey artists who meet to
support each other and to show their
work throughout the state.

 “Places: Near and Far” will be on
exhibit at WML until January 31 dur-
ing regular library hours.

For more information about Mrs.
Rhodes ,  or  to  see  an onl ine
por t fol io  of  her  work,  v is i t
www.l inneawrhodes .com.

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRIBECA, N.Y. – Screenwriter
Sam Freeman, who was born and
raised in Westfield, recently pre-
miered his horror film Bread Crumbs
at the Tribeca Cinema in Tribeca. The
film stares Halloween actress
Marianne Hagan.

The approximately 120-seat the-
ater was packed for both showings,
Mr. Freeman said. He was on hand
for both screenings, as were most of
the cast and crew.
“There were lots of
gasps during the
movie...and covered
faces,” Mr. Freeman
told The Westfield
Leader and The
Times. “And also an
underlying sympathy
for the three dimen-
sional victims.”

Having witnessed
all the characters
murdered during the
movie, the audience
was surprised when,
upon leaving the the-
ater, they found the
cast mingling about the lobby laugh-
ing and chatting with movie-goers.

Mr. Freeman graduated from
Solomon Schechter Day School in
1998. From there, he went on to New
York University’s (NYU) Tisch
School of the Arts.

After graduation, Sam began his
career working for Martin Scorcese,
assisting the film’s editor, Thelma
Schoonmaker, on Gangs of New York,
a 2002 film starring Leonardo
DiCaprio, Daniel Day Lewis and
Cameron Diaz.

His venture into the horror film
genre began after he produced
Showtime’s Zombie Honeymoon, a
2004 horror film offering a blend of
romance, comedy and horror.

Mr. Freeman’s first script, entitled
Unholy, premiered three years ago.
The film, starring Adrienne Barbeau
and Nicholas Brendan, had scenes
filmed on Hillcrest Avenue in
Westfield.

Mr. Freeman works independently
writing scripts and selling them to
producers or production companies.
He was approached and asked to write
Bread Crumbs after a director viewed
his earlier work and thought he would
be perfect for the job.

“In horror films
you are always writ-
ing for a specific fan
base. One that loves
suspense, terror,
blood and guts,” Mr.
Freeman said.

When asked about
the biggest chal-
lenge he faces as a
horror film writer he
replied, “Combining
what you love, with
what’s marketable
and what sells.”

Mr. Freeman has
several projects in
the works including

something for Legaci Pictures Moves’
Productions. He is also working on
Blood Shots, a terror anthology with
different well-know horror directors
sharing the role as director in each
segment.

In addition, Mr. Freeman has had
several of his horror screenplays
optioned. Drown has been optioned
by producer Michael Preger and The
Hollow to producer Ross Barbash.

He has also optioned his screen-
play Spellbind, which is being pro-
duced by Hollywood producer Allan
Loeb whose credits include 21, Wall
Street 2 and The Dilemma.

Mr. Freeman currently lives in
New York City with his wife, Shana
Rubin, formerly of Westfield.

Frank and Lydia 
Bergen Foundation

Funding has been made possible in part through a 
grant by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/ 
Department of State, a partner agency of the National 
Endowment for the Arts.
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Accessible

 David Wroe,  Music Director and Conductor 

Shall We 
         Dance

    A Ballroom Spectacular 
      with Carolina Jaurena 
         and Friends
        Stravinski–The Firebird Suite
          Britten–Serenade for Tenor, 
        Horn and Strings 
      featuring Charles Reid

    CALL 908.232.9400

 Or visit our ticket outlets:
The Town Book Store, Westfield
Martin Jewelers, Cranford
www.westfieldsymphony.org

Saturday, 
February 5, 2011 
at 8pm
Union County PAC
Rahway, NJ

‘Early Morning Snow’

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
and The Times

GOOD MORNING...Samantha
Tropper, who plays the lead character
Tracy in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Repertory Theatre’s upcoming pro-
duction of Hairspray, sings “Good
Morning Baltimore” while Composer
Marc Shaiman, who wrote the original
score, accompanies her on the piano.

Day of Percussion
Set for Feb 12

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Saturday,
February 12, world-renowned per-
cussionists Dennis DeLucia, Leigh
Howard Stevens, Tommy Igoe and
Danny Seraphine will perform at the
Day of Percussion to be held at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SP-FHS.)

The day of performances and clin-
ics will begin at 9 a.m. SP-FHS is
located at 667 Westfield Road in
Scotch Plains.

Ticket and event information can
be found at http://spfk12.org/
musicboosters/.

 Get Sm’art! to
Open Feb. 4

WESTFIELD —  Washington
Elementary School’s latest stage
production, Get Sm’Art!, will
open on Friday, February 4, at
Roosevelt Intermediate School,
located at 301 Clark Street in
Westfield.

Tickets for Get Sm’Art! are on
sale now for all three perfor-
mances — Friday, February 4, at
8 p.m. and Saturday, February 5
at 1:30 and 7 p.m. All seats are
$12 for the evening performances
and $8 for the Saturday matinee.

For questions contact Loly
Moreno-Wisniewski at
eulalia.moreno@verizon.net

251 North Avenue West, Westfield NJ   908-654-3300

NOW OPEN

Located in the North Avenue Train Station Parking Lot


