
Where Dreams Take Center Stage

908-731-1377

www.pinedaconservatory.com

STARLIGHT THEATRE Grades 2-6
June 27 - July 30  Mon - Fri  8:30 -12:30

Daily dance, voice and acting training.

Show: Aristocats Kids

SPOTLIGHT THEATRE Grades 6-9
June 27-July 30  Mon - Fri  8:30-12:30

Daily dance, voice and acting training.

Show: Seussical

Excellent training with a large professional 

staff of Broadway and Opera Artists!
High School Advanced

Competitive Audition

June 27 - July 31 Mon - Fri  12:30 - 5:30

Advanced dance, voice, audition, and 

acting training.

Fully Staged Shows: 

CRAZY FOR YOU

AMERICAN DREAMS

AUDITION DATES:

March 19, 20, 26

Call Now for 

an Appointment!

(908) 731-1377

ALL PROGRAMS 

HELD AT:

CDC THEATRE

78 Winans Ave

Cranford, NJ 

AMERICAN
Dreams

Hedgehog & Feather Co.
To Present NUNSENSE

WESTFIELD – Hedgehog &
Feather Theatre Company has an-
nounced its upcoming production of
NUNSENSE, which is guaranteed to
shake off the winter doldrums.

This warmhearted, hilarious musi-
cal, with words and mu-
sic by Dan Goggin, fea-
tures an outstanding
adult company includ-
ing H & F’s co-artistic
director, Julie Fetter.
With direction by Joe
Penczak and music di-
rection by Sara
Hedgepeth, the cast also
includes Wendy
Connolly, Wanda
Simmons, Jenny Murphy and Terri
Cerritto.

Sister Julia, Child of God, the con-
vent cook, has accidentally poisoned
52 of her fellow sisters at the Little
Sisters of Hoboken nunnery. Heart-
broken and in dire need of funds to
bury their last four dearly departed
sisters, the five surviving “Little Ho-

bos” take over the school audito-
rium to raise money, showcasing
their hysterically hidden talents.
Featuring star turns, tap-dancing
nuns, an audience quiz and comic
surprises, this is one talent show that

is truly heaven sent!
Performances will be

February 4 at 8 p.m. and
February 5 at 2 and 8 p.m.
Tickets ($15-$20) can be
ordered by e-mail at
hf.tickets@verizon.net.

Reserved seating.
Theater location – St.

Paul’s Parish Hall (414
East Broad Street,
Westfield.) Street park-

ing available on St. Paul Street or
East Broad Street or in the church
parking lot accessed via Euclid Av-
enue. For more information, visit
hedgehogandfeather.org. This show
is best for ages 11 to 111.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

February 4-19, 2011
Fridays & Saturdays @ 8p 

Sunday 2/13 @ 2p

CDC COMMUNITY THEATRE
www.cdctheatre.org

78 Winans Avenue

Cranford, NJ 07016

908.276.7611

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Shaiman Visits SP-F Rep.
to have been nominated five times,
unlucky to have lost every single
time,” he said. He did win a Tony and
a Grammy Award for his musical
work on Hairspray.

Ms. Sprague told Mr. Shaiman that
she feels “it is really timely” that the
Rep chose to put on Hairspray since
the theme of bullying is so relevant
right now. “Unfortunately, it will al-
ways be timely,” Mr. Shaiman said
He admitted that he still gets inspira-
tion from the story of Hairspray be-
cause of the fact that “the girl that
wouldn’t always get the lead, gets the
lead.”

When asked by a Rep cast member
why he originally cast the role of the
mother in Hairspray as a man he
stated, “Because it’s funny.” John
Travolta played the role of the mother
in the movie version.

Referring to the fact that casting a
man in a woman’s role he said, “You
may think someone is something, but
if you let them express themselves
you might learn something new about
them.”

When Mr. Shaiman unexpectedly
said “get out your music and let’s
sing something,” the cast sprung to
their feet as he went to the piano.
Samantha Tropper, who will play the
lead as Tracy, Charlie Centinaro, who
is cast as Seaweed J. Stubbs and
Krystle Tomlinson, who will portray
Little Inez, had the opportunity to
perform solos accompanied by Mr.
Shaiman. He played a series of songs
from the musical and directed the
high school cast on how they could

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PRACTICE WITH A PRO...Charlie Centinaro, who is cast as Seawood J. Stubbs
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Repertory Theatre’s upcoming production of
Hairspray, rehearses while composer Marc Shaiman accompanies him on piano.

WF Library’s  Program
Delights with Tenor Chiarelli

BY SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD—The audience on
January 19 was a friendly one, with
about one third of the crowd a repeat
from other Salvatore Chiarelli’s con-
certs. So when the tenor arrived after
7 p.m., the appointed start time of his
concert at the Westfield Memorial
Library, no one seemed upset.

 He rushed in, winter coat flap-
ping; with his tie askew and hair
disheveled, he started to set up his
audio equipment and arrange his CDs
on the table. He chatted with the
audience and explained to the friendly
gathering that the car ride from Man-
hattan took him one hour and 40
minutes, so he apologized profusely
to the 50 or so members in the audi-
ence for his lateness.

“Wow, we have young opera lov-
ers, it seems,” Mr. Chiarelli men-
tioned as he looked out over the crowd
and saw a three-year-old named
Mikey. An adult with the child said
that the pre-schooler saw Andrea
Bocelli sing “O Sole Mio” with Elmo
on “Sesame Street” and said he would
like to go to see a man sing the same
song. Mikey wasn’t disappointed
since the classic was on Mr. Chiarelli’s
play list.

 “You’ve got to love how much fun
he’s having,” Dom Fontana of
Westfield said of the performer dur-
ing a short intermission. Mr. Fontana’s
favorite song of the night echoed
little Mikey’s. Along with Mr.
Chiarelli that night was a talented
operatic soprano, Elga Johanna, who
joined him in the lovely duet, “And
this is My Beloved” as well as a
number of Broadway classics. The
two performers sang Italian love
songs with passion and excitement.

 “I’m kind of in an Italian mood
tonight, is that okay?” he asked the
audience. When they applauded their
acceptance, he pleased them with a
classic that was sung by Jerry Vale
and Perry Como in the 1950s, “Way
Marie,” and asked the audience to
sing along with him. Quite a few of
the seniors hummed or sang along
not only in that number, but also with
“Return to Me,” which he sang com-
fortably with one verse in English
and one in Italian.

Near the end of the hour-and-a-
half informal concert, when he com-
plained of feeling cold, he borrowed
a gray wool scarf and hat from an
audience member to finish two duets
with Ms. Johanna -- one from La
Traviata and the other from La
Boheme.

There’s always a following when a
performer has a niche, and this proud
Italian American, originally from
Brooklyn, has found his in singing
Neapolitan songs, opera and musical
theater. The night was offered as part
of the “Adult Programs for Winter”
series at the Westfield Library.

Susan M. Dougherty  for The Westfield Leader
and The Times

BELLISIMO...Tenor Salvatore
Chiarelli sings while soprano Elga
Johanna looks on during a duet of
“And this is My Beloved”  at a recent
performance at the Westfield Memo-
rial Library.

Antique Prints on
Display in Summit

SUMMIT - Antiquities framer and
lecturer Danielle Ann Millican will
exhibit her museum quality prints at
Bouras Galleries. The exhibit opened
January 5 and will run through the
end of February. The galleries are
open to the public.

Danielle Ann Millican, Inc., one of
the country’s premier collections of
museum quality woodcuts, engrav-
ings and lithographs, offers an ex-
ceptional blend of expertise and pre-
sentation. An impressive selection of
aesthetically pleasing and historically
important 15th through 20th century
works on paper, the collection in-
cludes, but is not limited to, a delight-
ful array of botanicals, fruits and veg-
etables, birds and animals, maps and
city views, and much more.

Ms. Millican is an internationally
respected antiquarian and gifted lec-
turer with over 25 years of experi-
ence on three continents. She has
served on the board of the Antiques
Council, is a member of the Art and
Antique Dealers League of America,
Confederation Internationale Des
Negociants En Oeuvres D’Art, and
Appraisers Association of America.

Bouras Galleries is located at 25
Deforest Avenue in Summit. For more
information, call Linda Cole at (908)
277-6054.

put on the best possible show.
“The 60s was the last era of joyous

music,” he said. “People sang from
their gut, [when you perform] let it
out. Don’t let the microphone do the
work. Sing it with feeling.”

The cast, performing while Mr.
Shaiman accompanied on piano,
showed great promise of an outstand-
ing performance when the show opens
March 11. “I encourage you to mix it
up. Come up with your own ideas and
don’t try to just replicate what you’ve
seen,” he told them. He encouraged
them to make the production their
own. “It’s enjoyable to see how other
people direct and adapt the show.”

At the conclusion of the day, SP-F
District Fine Arts Supervisor Vincent
Turturiello told Mr. Shaiman that the
school would like to induct him into
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Music Hall of Fame. An emo-
tional Mr. Shaiman said, “I accept.”

Next up for Mr. Shaiman is a Broad-
way adaptation of Catch Me if You
Can about a young thief being chased
by the FBI who Mr. Shaiman said “is
just a kid looking to be parented.”
The unlikely role of parent ends up
being the FBI agent. The play is set to
open Sunday, April 4, at the Neil
Simon Theater, the same theater
Hairspray opened in almost 10 years
ago.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Rep-
ertory Theatre will perform Hairspray
on Friday, March 11, at 8 p.m.; Satur-
day, March 12, at 8 p.m.; Sunday,
March 13, at 2 p.m.; Thursday, March
17, at 7 p.m.; Friday, March 18, at 8
p.m., and Saturday, March 19, at 8
p.m.

All performances take place at the
Manya Ungar Memorial Auditorium
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, 667 Westfield Road, Scotch
Plains.

Tickets can be purchased by
emailing reptix@verizon.net.
Prices are $15 for adults, $10 for
seniors (age 60 and up) and $10 for
students.

For questions, call Randi Traiman
at (908) 322-6533.

Adult Violin, String Lessons
Offered at NJWA Studio

WESTFIELD – In response to a
large number of adults who expressed
an interest in learning the art of play-
ing string instruments, the Music Stu-
dio of the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts (NJWA) is adding several
new programs at its studios at 150-
152 East Broad Street in Westfield.

According to Ted Schlosberg,
founder and executive director of the
NJWA, he has been approached by
adults who have always wanted to
learn the violin, but have not had the
time or opportunity to pursue this
endeavor. After offering a successful
sample class at the Westfield Memo-
rial Library in December, he designed
Violin Magic specifically with adult
beginners in mind.

In Violin Magic, these adult stu-
dents will learn the basics of playing
this instrument, using an eclectic ap-
proach, with methods developed by
Mr. Schlosberg over the past 50 years.

“ They will learn bow and pizzicato
and learn to read music through
rhythm and solfeggio,” Mr.
Schlosberg said. “They will learn
theory and the fundamentals of all
four strings in the first position. We
plan to use a wide range of materials
which includes a basic text book,
repertoire, duet, rhythm studies,
scales and ensemble.”

Presently, there is a session of Vio-
lin Magic on Monday mornings at
the NJWA. A new session will begin
on Wednesday, February 2, from 9
a.m. until 10:30 a.m. and continue for
10 weeks. Tuition for the program is
$150. The small group session allows
for six students per class, and other
sessions will be added as needed.

 “This class will be fun and help
people explore their own creative
abilities in a friendly atmosphere,”Mr.
Schlosberg said.

In addition to Violin Magic, a new
adult string orchestra is planned for
Monday mornings, from 11 a.m. to
noon, beginning February 7. The or-
chestra will include violin, viola,
cello, string bass and harp.

Depending upon the response from
the community to these musical en-
deavors, Mr. Schlosberg will design

other small group adult classes for
instruction on the viola/cello, flute,
clarinet, trumpet, trombone, drums,
and folk and electric guitar.

For more information on these or any
programs of the NJWA, call (908) 789-
9696, visit the NJWA studios or log on
to www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

TEA MY SWEET...A view of the room at the Sweetheart-Valentine’s Afternoon
Tea at the Libery Hall Museum at Kean University. The afternoon teas are a
monthly tradition at the museum and each are offered with a different theme.

N.J. Native Finds Unique
Inspiration for New Novel

WESTFIELD – Brad Parks will be
at The Town Bookstore in Westfield
on Saturday, February 19, at 2 p.m. to
discuss and sign his new book, “Eyes
of the Innocent.” The inspiration for
the New Jersey native’s latest book
began with discarded mattresses.

In the winter of 2008, on his daily
drive to work as a reporter with The
Newark Star-Ledger, Mr. Parks sud-
denly started seeing mattresses ev-
erywhere. So he started asking,
“What’s with all the mattresses?”

“Again and again I was told it was
foreclosures,” said Mr. Parks. “People
were defaulting on their loans and being
ordered out of their houses. They tended
to be folks who didn’t have cars, or only
owned small ones, and therefore couldn’t
take along their mattresses.”

Little did anyone guess, but those
mattresses foretold the beginnings of
the subprime mortgage scandal – and,
as it turned out, also led to the latest
installment in Parks’ award-winning
mystery series, “Eyes of the Inno-
cent,” being published this month by
St. Martin’s/Minotaur.

As one of the first reporters to
cover what has now become a world-
wide financial meltdown, Parks
delved deep into the foreclosures
spreading across Newark in 2008.

In “Eyes of the Innocent,” the
mother of two young Newark boys
who were killed in a house fire gives
investigative reporter Carter Ross a
tale of woe—a mortgage rate reset
forced her to work two jobs and leave
the boys without childcare.

But Carter soon discovers she isn’t
what she seems, and neither is the fire.
And when her boyfriend, a Newark
councilman, is reported missing by
his scorned wife, the reporter plunges
into the murky world of subprime
mortgage foreclosure, urban house-
flipping and political corruption.

Mr. Parks’s debut, “Faces of the
Gone,” made him the first author in
history to win two of crime fiction’s
most coveted awards — the Shamus
and the Nero — for the same book.
Michael Connelly, Laura Lippman
and Dennis Lehane head the short list
of writers who have won both over
the course of their careers.

“Winning the Shamus and Nero
awards was really a crowning achieve-
ment in my young career,” Mr. Parks
said.

The 36-year-old Dartmouth Col-
lege graduate lives with his wife and
two small children. More about his
writing can be found at
www.bradparksbooks.com.

NEVER TOO LATE…Ted
Schlosberg, founder and executive di-
rector of the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts Music Studio, will offer small
group instruction specifically for the
adult student.

Love is on the Menu at Kean
University’s Liberty Hall Museum

UNION – Liberty Hall Museum at
Kean University will celebrate
Valentine’s Day with a series of spe-
cial events throughout the month of
February.

On Wednesday, February 9, from 2
to 4 p.m., Liberty Hall will host the
Sweetheart-Valentine’s Afternoon
Tea. The afternoon teas are a monthly
tradition at the museum and each are
offered with a different timely theme.

A tour of Liberty Hall will follow
the repast, and is included in the
program fee of $35 per person.

Will You Be Mine? is a crafts work-
shop especially designed for chil-

dren and their families to be held on
Saturday, February 12, from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Recommended for seven- to
12-year olds, participants are guided
in designing and constructing their
own old-fashioned Valentine’s craft.
The fee for the workshop is $10 per
child, and all workshop materials are
included.

The event will take place on Sun-
day, February 13, from noon to 3
p.m.; the cost is $55 per couple.

Reservations are required for all
programs, and can be made by call-
ing Liberty Hall Museum at (908)
527-0400.
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