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G.L. Highlanders Ambush
Cougars in Wrestling, 54-18

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“I was looking for a high crotch at
the beginning of the match, but I
really didn’t get it deep enough. So I
figured that if I faked the high crotch,
his head would be down, and I would
get the headlock. Once I got it, I
would hang out and try to get back
[points]. It worked out in my favor
this time,” Henry explained.

Henry dropped a 5-4 decision to
Anthony Rice (B) but regrouped to
take third with an 11-10 decision in a
rematch with Hoy. Cougar Mike
Helmstetter placed fourth at 112-lbs.

Blue Devil Christian Barber was

seeded second at 152-lbs in the most
competitive weight class in the tour-
nament that featured two top-eight
ranked wrestlers and one who placed
eighth last year. He won his second
showdown with Brearley’s Devin
Geoghegan when he escaped and fol-
lowed with a single-leg, spin-around
takedown to grab a 3-1 decision in
the semis. Barber showed fine top
control by controlling Geoghegan for
1:37 of the third period.

“Actually, I thought that he could
not take me down. My defense was
good enough, but I was the person

who had to take the shots. There was
two minutes left. I was going to be
stingy. One point! He’s back in the
match with a takedown. I had to con-
trol him,” Barber said.

Looking ahead to his title bout with
Diego Chavez (R), whom Barber beat
handily last year but went on to place
eighth in the state at 145-lbs, Barber
said, “He placed in the state last year.
I have to watch out for that Rahway
funk [Cement mixer]. I think, basi-
cally, I am technically better than him.”

He was! After a standing first pe-
riod, Chavez escaped in the second
period, but Barber got a takedown
then added an escape and another
takedown in the third period to grab a
5-2 victory and the 152-lb title.

“I wasn’t finishing my shots. Not
that I wrestled badly, I got a little
frustrated with him. Last year, I was
taking him down, letting him up, but
he came back tough and kept it close.

A win is a win, whether it’s 12 or 13
points or a couple of points,” Barber
said.

Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis, last
year’s 103-lb champ, advanced to the
103-lb finals with a 5-2 decision over
John DeVito (RP), who put him to the
test with a reversal late in the third
period.

“I needed that. It’s not all about
winning. It’s how you win. I really
didn’t win the way I wanted to. It’s
good that I got that out of the way,
hopefully I can turn it on in the finals
and wrestle the match I need to
wrestle,” Kalimtzis said.

Kalimtzis had difficulties with Jon
Mele (GL), who made good use of
his devastating stretcher controlling
maneuver to earn a 9-6 decision.

Blue Devil Ellis Opoku narrowly
defeated Andrew Scarillo (B), 2-0, to
advance to the 135-lbs semifinals
where he dropped a 3-0 decision to

Nick Longo (RP). Opoku wrestled
his way to the third-place consola-
tion bout where he faced Scarillo
again. This time, Opoku tallied three
takedowns, one a smooth arm drag,
to grab a 7-3 decision.

“It felt good, because all my
matches with the same kid was very
close. I took a lot of shots, and I did a
lot better,” Opoku said.

Blue Devil Colin Barber placed
fifth at 145-lbs with a 6-3 victory
over Kyle Mogensen (J), and Blue
Devil Nick Velez placed fifth at 112-
lbs with a 3:21 fall over Dylan Oliva
(B). Blue Devil heavyweight Kyle
Kania went the distance with
Rahway’s Laziak Jones and pulled
out a reversal to win a 4-2, tiebreaker
to advance to the semis. Earlier in the
season, Jones edged Kania, 3-2, in a
dual meet.

“Last match, I wasn’t as aggressive
as I should have been. I knew I had to

get revenge, and I did my job. He was
definitely tired,” Kania said.

After losing to Austin Frank (L),
Kania went on to place fifth with a
1:20 fall over Tony Manganiello (GL).

Raider Anthony Tufaro lost an over-
time bout to Tiquan Womak in the
quarterfinals but wrestled his way
back to face him again for third place.
This time, Tufaro rode him like a
cowboy to seize a 3-1 victory.

“I was disappointed. I made a mis-
take the first match and went out of
my comfort zone. This match, I stayed
in there and got what I needed to do.
I worked off of his mistakes the same
way he worked off mine earlier,”
Tufaro said.

Raider Mike Steinfeld scored a
takedown in overtime to defeat Cou-
gar Eric Knight, 4-2, in the 140-lb
quarterfinals.

“Going into the third, I said I got to
ride him out, because he is good on
his feet. If it goes into overtime, I am
going to have a tough time taking him
down. I wrestled him last year, and
we split bouts. I got him in the dis-
tricts by the same score, 4-2. I was
fortunate that he wasn’t as patient as
I was. I was expecting a quick start. I
am good with my hips. I threw in a leg
and put the power half in,” Steinfeld
explained.

Steinfeld moved on to place third
with an 8-6 decision over Justin
Becker (R). Knight placed fifth with
a victory over Nick Rotondo (W).

GL’s Ryne Morrison won the 112-
lb title when he shocked Jovanni
Ramirez (RP) with a lateral drop in
2:34. Rice (B), who won last year at
119-lbs, scored a pair of takedowns
and a reversal to defeat Dan Pisauro
(RP), 6-2, for the 125-lb crown. Mike
Stepien (GL) won his third UCT title
with a 3-0 decision over Nick Longo
(RP) at 135-lbs. Nick Lospinoso won
his second UCT title with an 11-3,
majority decision over Joe Hoy (GL).
Vic Pozsonyi (RP) recorded a 1-0
decision over Dillon Geoghegan (B)
at 171-lbs. At 189-lbs, Dawud Hicks
(P) put on a takedown exhibition to
claim his second UCT title with an 18-
6, majority decision over Connor
Gabriel (RP). Urayoan Garcia (R)
defeated Greg Rice (B), 5-4, for the
215-lbs title, and heavyweight Zach
Troutman recorded a 2-1 decision over
Frank (L) for his second UCT title.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
160: — Christiano (C) d Foster (L), 7-6
171: — Pozsonyi (RP) d Geoghegan
(B), 1-0
189: — Hicks (P) md Gabriel (RP), 18-6
215: — Garcia (R) d Rice (B), 5-4
Hwt: — Troutman (NP) d Frank (L), 2-1
103: — Mele (GL) d Kalimtzis (W), 9-6
112: — Morrison (GL) p Ramirez (RP), 2:34
119: — Giaccio (C) p Madonia (B), 3:18
125: — Rice (B) d Pisauro (RP), 6-2
130: — Markovitch (C) p Leary (RP), 1:19
135: — Stepien (GL) d Longo (RP), 3-0
140: — Lospinoso (B) md Hoy (GL), 11-3
145: — Ries (B) p DiGiovanni (C), 4:35
152: — Barber (W) d Chavez (R), 5-2

THIRD PLACE ROUND:
103: — DeVito (RP) d Nick Tekula (L), 4-2
112: — Valentin (R) d Helmstetter, 9-2
119: — Anthony DeFranco (GL) d
Terrezza (NP), 10-9
125: — Henry (C) d Hoy (GL), 11-10
130: — Abbott (S) md Adrian Betancourt
(L), 16-5
135: — Opoku (W) d Scarillo (B), 7-3
140: — Steinfeld (SP) d Becker (R), 8-6
145: — Acosta (RP) d Travinsky (E), 5-3
152: — Geoghegan (B) p Brandon
Santos (J), 1:56
160: — Eichner (GL) p Joe Balboni (B),
1:59
171: — Shane Haddad (GL) p Anthony
Iarussi (S), 3:51
189: — Maurice McCullers (E) d Zach
Heissler (GL), 9-5
215: — Matt O’Sullivan (GL) p Luis
Galindo (RP), 2:38
Hwt: — Tufaro (SP) d Womak (P), 3-1

“I didn’t know what was going to
happen in the Stepien/Markovitch
match. Markovitch beat him in the
Region [3] last year. Cranford gives
us problems. Mike is very tough on
top. He can be a hammer on top. He
is very confident on top,” Coach
Iacono said.

The Highlanders upped their lead
to 43-12 when Joe Hoy rocked Eric
Knight to sleep with a nearside cradle
in 47 seconds at 140-lbs. Cougar Matt
DiGiovanni took care of business with
a 1:00, arm bar walk around, pin of TJ
Nicholson at 145-lbs.

“Tonight, I was nervous. My [1]45-
pounder is out, so not having a 45-
pounder worried me a little bit, not
because I expected him to win, but
we didn’t want to give up six [points],”
Coach Iacono said.

GL’s Bryan Sobol used a series of
Turk ride near-falls to claim a 12-0,
majority decision over Jim Dwyer at
152-lbs then up came the next show-
down between Cougar JP Christiano
and Pat Eichner at 160-lbs. After a
scoreless first period, Christiano es-
caped in the second period and
Eichner escaped in the third to force
overtime. Three more scoreless peri-

ods ensued. Christiano chose down
in the tiebreaker round, but Eichner
rode him out to earn a 2-1 victory.

In the final bout, Highlander Shane
Haddad made good use of a pipe-
wrench, near-fall and two Turk rides
to grab a 14-0, majority decision over
Cory Markovitch.

“They have some young kids over
here. That’s not a veteran team. They
have some seniors, but this is sup-
posed to be our year. We had the one
loss [Brearley]. The opening dual
meet, we were 0-1, then we won
seven straight. The thing is, if you
are going to lose, lose early. I tell my
kids, let’s leave our ego at the door,”
said Coach Iacono, who added, “It’s
more fun coaching, because you are
making smaller corrections. We have
improved. I have a good bunch of
kids. Thirty-five kids in the room!
We have come a long way. This has
been an effort to a lot of people. I am
able to enjoy this and get the frui-
tion. The kids are enjoying it. It is an
effort of a lot of parents, taking these
kids to wherever they want to go.
The recreation coaches, the middle
school coaches put in a lot of work
with these kids.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
189: — Heissler (GL) p Kessler, 2:19
215: — O’Sullivan (GL) p Weiss, 2:58
Hwt: — Manganiello (GL) p Farrell, :53
103: — Mele (GL) p Espuga, :27
112: — Morrison (GL) d Helmstetter, 6-
5
119: —  DeFranco (GL) md Birch, 13-0
125: — Giaccio (C) p R. Hoy, 3:40
130: — Henry (C) p Klein, 4:19
135: — Stepien (GL) p Markovitch, 3:45
140: — J. Hoy (GL) p Knight, :47
145: — DiGiovanni (C) p Nicholson,
1:00
152: — Sobol (GL) md Dwyer, 12-0
160: — Eichner (GL) d Christiano, 2-1,
TB
171: — Haddad (GL) md C. Markovitch,
14-0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO WRAP THINGS UP…Cougar Matt DiGiovanni, back, tries to entwine Brearley Bear Dan Ries in a double
grapevine in the 145-lb championship bout. Ries, ranked fifth in the state, won by fall in 4:35. DiGiovanni, a senior, was
seeded second, and after receiving a first round bye, won by 10-2, majority decision and 7-2 decision to reach the finals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO GET A LEG UP…Cougar Joe Giaccio, right, works to trip New Providence Pioneer Tim Terrezza to
the mat in the 125-lb semifinals. Giaccio recorded a 10-2, majority decision, then moved on to win his third Union County
title with a 3:18 fall over Brearley’s Anthony Madonia.

Blue Devil Christian Barber, Cougars Christiano, Giaccio, Markovitch Win at UCT Tournament
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING TO CLAMP A HEADLOCK…Cougar Ian Henry clamps GL Highlander Ryan Hoy in a headlock to get back
points in the 125-lb quarterfinals. Henry won, 9-6, and went on to place third by beating Hoy once again in the wrestlebacks.

** Cougar Snacks: **
Lady Highlanders Top
Cougar Cagers, 29-21
The Governor Livingston High

School girls basketball team im-
proved to 9-1 with a 29-21 victory
over the 8-3 Cranford Cougars in
Berkeley Heights on January 20.
Sophomore Jess McCoy scored eight
points, Morgan Miller sank six, Kate
McGovern put in four points and
Mairead McKeary added three points
for the Cougars. Alyssa Polimeni
scored 12 points, while Erin Ferguson
and Mallory George each netted seven
points for the Highlanders.
Cranford   0   5   6 10 21
Gov. Livingston   5   6   8 10 29

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MOST STYLISH UNIFORM…According to The Westfield Leader, this uniform worn by New Providence Pioneer
heavyweight, Zach Troutman, left and in the inset, was the most stylish uniform in the Union County Tournament.

Burgers    Dogs    Cheese Fries

All Regular Hot Dogs
Hamburgers & Sandwiches

256 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey

 No coupons necessary.   Not to be combined with any offers or discounts

All Major
Credit Cards

Accepted

Parking and Rear Entrance

Chase Away The Winter Blues At The WindMill of Westfield!

50% OFF
Sunday - Wednesday 4PM - Closing

Next to the Rialto Theatre

908-233-2001

Cougars Dunk Blair
In H.S. Swimming

The Cranford High School swim
team improved to 11-0 with a 96-73
(point missing) victory over Blair
Academy on January 19. Eric Walano
touched first in the 50-yard freestyle
and the 100-yard freestyle with re-
spective times of 24.1 and 59.76.
Nicholas Kalafatis touched first in
the 200-yard freestyle at 1:57.81 and
the 500-yard freestyle at 5:36.5.
Christian Woo won the 100-back-
stroke in 1:05 and the 100-freestyle
in 55.88. The Cougars also won the
200-medley relay in 1:51.94 and the
200-free relay in 1:40.12.

Cougar Cagers Shred
Elizabeth Girls, 53-18
The Cranford High School girls

basketball team improved to 9-3 with
a 53-18 shredding of Elizabeth in
Cranford on January 21. Junior Mor-
gan Miller sank 14 points and Sara
Gugliucci bucketed nine points, while
Carly Maucione, Jess McCoy and
Mairead McKeary each sank six
points.
Elizabeth   2   8   2   6 18
Cranford 16 16 10 11 53

Probitas Verus Honos

See more UCT Wrestling photos
On goleader.com Photo Library
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