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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

KALIMTZIS, DiGIOVANNI GET 2ND; OPOKU, STEINFELD, TUFARO, HENRY 3RD

Blue Devil Barber, Cougars Christiano,
Giaccio, Markovitch Win at UCT Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nine top-eight ranked wrestlers and
one NJSIAA place winner from last
year headlined this year’s Union
County Tournament in Union on Janu-
ary 22. Seven of those wrestlers won
individual titles, and David Brearley
(B) won its sixth straight team title,
narrowly edging out Governor
Livingston (GL) with 232 points to
230.5 points.

Brearley had three individual cham-
pions, as did GL, and Roselle Park
(RP) placed third with 187 points and
claimed one champ. Cranford (C)
had three champs and placed fourth
with 143.5 points. Westfield (W) and
Rahway (R) tied for fifth with 130.5
points and each claimed one indi-
vidual champ. Linden (L) placed sev-
enth at 103, while Plainfield (P) and
New Providence (NP), with one
champ each, tied for eighth with 55
points. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP)
took 10th with a 42 total, followed by
Elizabeth (E) at 37, Summit (S) at 33,
Johnson (J) at 31 and Union (U) at 30.

Cranford Cougar Joe Giaccio re-
corded a fall and a 10-2, majority
decision to reach the 119-lb title bout
to face Anthony Madonia (B). Giaccio
slicked a single-leg takedown and
added a near-fall in the first period
then repeated the act in the second
period before pinning Madonia with
an arm bar, figure-4 of the head in
3:18 to claim his third UCT title.

“It took a while to get started on my
feet. I wound up getting into a Rus-
sian tie, and I got to my single really
nicely then I got that again. I went
into the Turk and went up 5-0. I got
good hand control and got out real
easy. On top, I got the [arm] bar, ran
it and figure-foured the head for the
pin,” Giaccio, who was awarded the
Outstanding Wrestler (lower
weights), explained.

Cougar Kyle Markovitch recorded

a fall and a 6-0 decision to reach the
130-lbs finals where he came out the
back door to pin Brendan Leary (RP)
in 1:19 with a half nelson.

“He was tough neutral [position]. I
had to set up my shot. When I got it,
I came out the back door and caught
him in a half,” Markovitch explained.
“It’s so nice to finally win,”

Cougar JP Christiano, seeded third
at 160-lbs, recorded a 2:51 fall to
advance to the semis where he faced
Pat Eichner (GL), who had edged
him, 2-1, in a tiebreaker in a dual
meet only four days before. This time,
Christiano got the best of a snake

fight and pinned Eichner in 3:05 to
advance to the title bout.

“It’s really tough when you are
losing a ride-out, but I didn’t feel that
he overpowered me, I just couldn’t
get out, so I knew I could come and
get him this time, and I stuck him,”
Christiano said.

Christiano had a seesaw battle with
Travis Foster (L) and had what ap-
peared to be a takedown nullified but
prevailed, 7-6, to become the 160-lb
champion.

“I wrestled him in a dual meet.
He is a very strong wrestler. I knew
he had skill too, so I just had to beat

him on skill and power. You can’t
let the match be in the hands of the
ref. You have to win it yourself,”
Christiano said.

Cougar Matt DiGiovanni recorded
victories of 10-2 and 7-2 to reach the
145-lb finals to face Dan Ries (B,
Outstanding Wrestler upper weights),
ranked fifth in the state, but fell vic-
tim to a double arm bar pin in 4:35.
Cougar Ian Henry pulled out a
takedown and a headlock near-fall in
the third period to defeat Ryan Hoy
(GL), 9-6, to advance to the 125-lb
semis.

COUGARS GIACCIO, DiGIOVANNI, HENRY RECORD PINS

G.L. Highlanders Ambush
Cougars in Wrestling, 54-18

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two key match-ups to determine
possible top seeding in the upcoming
Union County Tournament (UCT) on
January 22 went in favor of Governor
Livingston (GL) and so did the match
in a 54-18 victory over the hosting
Cranford High School wrestling team
on January 18.

“I am pleased with the way our
overall effort has been. We had a very
big weekend, beating Raritan and
beating St. John Vianny, and the week
before beating Pennsville down at
Pennsville. Those are big wins for
us,” GL Highlander Head Coach Rick
Iacono, whose team’s record rose to
7-1, said.

With the match beginning at the
189-lb class, the senior-stacked High-
landers expectedly jumped out to an
early, 31-0 lead winning the first four
bouts by fall, the next by decision and
the sixth bout by majority decision.

Highlander Zach Heissler used a
Peterson roll to settle Rob Kessler in
2:19 at 189-lbs. At 215-lbs, High-
lander Matt O’Sullivan turned a
takedown into a cradle to pin Jeff
Weiss in 2:58. GL heavyweight An-
thony Manganiello took Ryan Farrell
to the mat and pinned him with a half
nelson, body press in 53 seconds then

Highlander Jon Mele performed a
slick duck-under takedown and
pinned Ryan Espuga in 27 seconds
with a half nelson at 103-lbs.

The 112-lb bout was hotly con-
tested between Cougar Mike
Helmstetter and Ryne Morrison, who
initiated the scoring with a bear-hug
takedown, but Helmstetter quickly
reversed him and rode him out for the
remainder of the first period. After a
series of switch-reswitch maneuvers,
Morrison got a reversal, but
Helmstetter followed with a standing
forward roll, reversal. Morrison re-
versed and yielded an escape to snatch
a 6-5 victory.

GL senior Anthony DeFranco ac-
cumulated three takedowns (spin
around, Russian to a near leg and
walk-around), an escape, an arm bar
near-fall and a cradle near-fall to seize
a 13-0, majority decision over fresh-
man Corey Birch at 119-lbs to give
the Highlanders a 31-0 lead.

Senior Joe Giaccio put the Cou-
gars on the scoreboard with a 3:40
fall over Ryan Hoy at 125-lbs. Giaccio
slicked a takedown and a three-point
near-fall in the first period, then added
an elevator reversal before pinning
him with an arm bar walkover. Cou-
gar Ian Henry made the score 31-12
when he flattened Jeremy Klein in

4:19 with a wicked lateral drop at
130-lbs. Earlier in the bout, Henry
had recorded three takedowns, an
escape, a Saturday Night ride near-
fall and a Guillotine near-fall.

The first major showdown of the
evening came at 135-lbs between
Cougar Kyle Markovitch, a three-
time District 12 champion, and Mike
Stepien, last year’s UCT 130-lb
champion. Markovitch took a 2-0
lead with a takedown in the first
period and had the choice of taking
“top” or “bottom” position to start
the second period. The choice was
“bottom”. Stepien clamped on a dev-
astating tight waist and turned
Markovitch to his back in 3:35 with
an arm bar.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMING OUT THE BACK DOOR…Cougar Kyle Markovitch comes out the back door to take down Roselle Park Panther
Brendan Leary in the 130-lb championship bout. Markovitch pinned Leary in 1:19 with a half nelson to claim the title.

Cougar Girls Place Fifth
In Union County Track

The Cranford High School girls
indoor track team placed fifth in the
Union County Championships (UCC)
with a total of 22.5, followed by
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 22 at the
Jersey City Arsenal on January 22.
Summit took top honors with a total
60. Westfield finished ninth with 12
points.

Cougar Natalie Englese crossed
first in the 400 meters with a time of
58.9, followed by Blue Devil Ashley
Edwards at 1:00.66. It was Englese’s
fourth straight year she won that
event. She also finished fifth in the
55 meters at 7.71 and teamed with
Rebecca Shimonov, Megan
Schetelich and Kate Evans to place
second in the 4x400 with a time of
4:14.51. Blue Devils Edwards,
Hannah Kronick, Sirena VanEpp and
Lily Burtas placed fourth at 4:16.51.

Raider Osa Ebose won the shot
put with a shove of 37’8.5”, and
Cougar Kristen VanBenschoten
placed sixth at 30’6”. Raider Erin
Pierce crossed third in the 1,600
meters with a time of 5:24, and Cou-
gar Megan Byrnes took sixth at

5:27.26. Byrnes also crossed sixth in
the 3,200 at 12:12.43, while Raider
Kathleen Leeper crossed third at
11:42.12.

Jon Henry and Andrew Kirna each
placed first in an individual event to
help the Blue Devil boys place sec-
ond with a 40 total in the UCC. Union
Catholic took top honors with 56
points, and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
placed ninth with 9.25 points.

Henry crossed first in the 400 meters
with a time of 51.31, and Kirna crossed
first in the 3,200 meters with a time of
9:42.21, followed by Raider Alex
Parker at 9:46.44. Kirna also placed
third in the 1,600 meters at 4:25.37
and teammate Zach Lizmi finished
fifth at 4:33. Blue Devil Sam Tooley
placed third in the 800 meters with a
time of 2:03.41. Jacob Vergara, Rob
Ciardullo, Jason Isbit and Henry fin-
ished fourth in the 4x400 with a time
of 3:33.56. Blue Devil Mike Depaola
cleared 5’10” to place fifth in the high
jump, and Raider Moussa Channaoui
tied for sixth at 5’8”. Raider Sebastian
Valdes placed sixth in the shot put
with a distance of 45’7.75”.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Natalie Englese (upper left inset), JP Christiano (left), Joe Giaccio (center) and
Kyle Markovitch have been named Cougar Athletes of the Week. Englese, a member of the winter track team, won her
seventh Union County title with a victory in the 400-meter dash this past weekend. Giaccio, Christiano and Markovitch, all
members of the varsity wrestling team, also won Union County Championship titles this past weekend. It was the third
county title for Giaccio, who also was named the Outstanding Wrestler, and first for Christiano and Markovitch.
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A TANGLED MESS…Cougar Mike Helmstetter tries to figure out how to
escape Highlander Ryne Morrison’s single grapevine in his 112-lb bout. Morrison
managed to eke out a 6-5 victory.


