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Blue Devil Christian Barber, Cougars Christiano, Giaccio, Markovitch Win at UCT Tournament
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil heavyweight Kyle Kania went
the distance with Rahway’s Laziak
Jones and pulled out a reversal to win
a 4-2, tiebreaker to advance to the
semis. Earlier in the season, Jones
edged Kania, 3-2, in a dual meet.

“Last match, I wasn’t as aggressive
as I should have been. I knew I had to

get revenge, and I did my job. He was
definitely tired,” Kania said.

After losing to Austin Frank (L),
Kania went on to place fifth with a
1:20 fall over Tony Manganiello (GL).

Cranford Cougar Joe Giaccio re-
corded a fall and a 10-2, majority
decision to reach the 119-lb title bout

to face Anthony Madonia (B). Giaccio
slicked a single-leg takedown and
added a near-fall in the first period
then repeated the act in the second
period before pinning Madonia with
an arm bar, figure-4 of the head in
3:18 to claim his third UCT title.

“It took a while to get started on my
feet. I wound up getting into a Rus-
sian tie, and I got to my single really
nicely then I got that again. I went
into the Turk and went up 5-0. I got
good hand control and got out real
easy. On top, I got the [arm] bar, ran
it and figure-foured the head for the
pin,” Giaccio, who was awarded the
Outstanding Wrestler (lower
weights), explained.

Cougar Kyle Markovitch recorded
a fall and a 6-0 decision to reach the
130-lbs finals where he came out the
back door to pin Brendan Leary (RP)
in 1:19 with a half nelson.

“He was tough neutral [position]. I
had to set up my shot. When I got it,
I came out the back door and caught
him in a half,” Markovitch explained.
“It’s so nice to finally win,”

Cougar JP Christiano, seeded third
at 160-lbs, recorded a 2:51 fall to
advance to the semis where he faced
Pat Eichner (GL), who had edged
him, 2-1, in a tiebreaker in a dual
meet only four days before. This time,
Christiano got the best of a snake
fight and pinned Eichner in 3:05 to
advance to the title bout.

“It’s really tough when you are
losing a ride-out, but I didn’t feel that
he overpowered me, I just couldn’t
get out, so I knew I could come and
get him this time, and I stuck him,”
Christiano said.

Christiano had a seesaw battle with
Travis Foster (L) and had what ap-
peared to be a takedown nullified but
prevailed, 7-6, to become the 160-lb
champion.

“I wrestled him in a dual meet. He is
a very strong wrestler. I knew he had
skill too, so I just had to beat him on
skill and power. You can’t let the match
be in the hands of the ref. You have to
win it yourself,” Christiano said.

Cougar Matt DiGiovanni recorded
victories of 10-2 and 7-2 to reach the
145-lb finals to face Dan Ries (B,
Outstanding Wrestler upper weights),
ranked fifth in the state, but fell victim
to a double arm bar pin in 4:35. Cougar
Ian Henry pulled out a takedown and a
headlock near-fall in the third period
to defeat Ryan Hoy (GL), 9-6, to ad-
vance to the 125-lb semis.

“I was looking for a high crotch at
the beginning of the match, but I
really didn’t get it deep enough. So I
figured that if I faked the high crotch,
his head would be down, and I would
get the headlock. Once I got it, I
would hang out and try to get back
[points]. It worked out in my favor
this time,” Henry explained.

Henry dropped a 5-4 decision to
Anthony Rice (B) but regrouped to
take third with an 11-10 decision in a
rematch with Hoy. Cougar Mike
Helmstetter placed fourth at 112-lbs.

Raider Anthony Tufaro lost an over-
time bout to Tiquan Womak in the
quarterfinals but wrestled his way
back to face him again for third place.
This time, Tufaro rode him like a
cowboy to seize a 3-1 victory.

“I was disappointed. I made a mis-
take the first match and went out of

my comfort zone. This match, I stayed
in there and got what I needed to do.
I worked off of his mistakes the same
way he worked off mine earlier,”
Tufaro said.

Raider Mike Steinfeld scored a
takedown in overtime to defeat Cou-
gar Eric Knight, 4-2, in the 140-lb
quarterfinals.

“Going into the third, I said I got to
ride him out, because he is good on
his feet. If it goes into overtime, I am
going to have a tough time taking him
down. I wrestled him last year, and
we split bouts. I got him in the dis-
tricts by the same score, 4-2. I was
fortunate that he wasn’t as patient as
I was. I was expecting a quick start. I
am good with my hips. I threw in a leg
and put the power half in,” Steinfeld
explained.

Steinfeld moved on to place third
with an 8-6 decision over Justin
Becker (R). Knight placed fifth with
a victory over Nick Rotondo (W).

GL’s Ryne Morrison won the 112-
lb title when he shocked Jovanni
Ramirez (RP) with a lateral drop in
2:34. Rice (B), who won last year at
119-lbs, scored a pair of takedowns
and a reversal to defeat Dan Pisauro
(RP), 6-2, for the 125-lb crown. Mike
Stepien (GL) won his third UCT title
with a 3-0 decision over Nick Longo
(RP) at 135-lbs. Nick Lospinoso won
his second UCT title with an 11-3,
majority decision over Joe Hoy (GL).
Vic Pozsonyi (RP) recorded a 1-0 de-
cision over Dillon Geoghegan (B) at
171-lbs. At 189-lbs, Dawud Hicks (P)
put on a takedown exhibition to claim
his second UCT title with an 18-6,
majority decision over Connor Gabriel

(RP). Urayoan Garcia (R) defeated
Greg Rice (B), 5-4, for the 215-lbs
title, and heavyweight Zach Troutman
recorded a 2-1 decision over Frank (L)
for his second UCT title.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
160: — Christiano (C) d Foster (L), 7-6
171: — Pozsonyi (RP) d Geoghegan (B),
1-0
189: — Hicks (P) md Gabriel (RP), 18-6
215: — Garcia (R) d Rice (B), 5-4
Hwt: — Troutman (NP) d Frank (L), 2-1
103: — Mele (GL) d Kalimtzis (W), 9-6
112: — Morrison (GL) p Ramirez (RP), 2:34
119: — Giaccio (C) p Madonia (B), 3:18
125: — Rice (B) d Pisauro (RP), 6-2
130: — Markovitch (C) p Leary (RP), 1:19
135: — Stepien (GL) d Longo (RP), 3-0
140: — Lospinoso (B) md Hoy (GL), 11-3
145: — Ries (B) p DiGiovanni (C), 4:35
152: — Barber (W) d Chavez (R), 5-2

THIRD PLACE CONSOLATION:
103: — DeVito (RP) d Nick Tekula (L), 4-2
112: — Valentin (R) d Helmstetter, 9-2
119: — Anthony DeFranco (GL) d
Terrezza (NP), 10-9
125: — Henry (C) d Hoy (GL), 11-10
130: — Abbott (S) md Adrian Betancourt
(L), 16-5
135: — Opoku (W) d Scarillo (B), 7-3
140: — Steinfeld (SP) d Becker (R), 8-6
145: — Acosta (RP) d Travinsky (E), 5-3
152: — Geoghegan (B) p Brandon
Santos (J), 1:56
160: — Eichner (GL) p Joe Balboni (B),
1:59
171: — Shane Haddad (GL) p Anthony
Iarussi (S), 3:51
189: — Maurice McCullers (E) d Zach
Heissler (GL), 9-5
215: — Matt O’Sullivan (GL) p Luis
Galindo (RP), 2:38
Hwt: — Tufaro (SP) d Womak (P), 3-1
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BI-LEVEL

Mountainside. This 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath cheerful Bi-Level home,
with gleaming hardwood floors, has been lovingly maintained and
renovated. It boasts a great in-law suite with a new kitchen, as well as
an updated main kitchen with Sub-Zero and KitchenAid appliances.
The Master Bedroom has a walk-in closet and full Bath Room
complete with a jetted tub. A beautiful wood deck overlooks the level,
tranquil yard.

Douglas Berse
Top Sales for the Month of December

Patty O’Connor

CUSTOM CAPE

Cranford. Picturesque Custom Cape featuring 1st level Living
Room, Formal Dining Room, Eat-in-Kitchen, Entertainment sized
Family Room addition with Wood Burning Stove, Bedroom and Full
Bath. Level 2 has three spacious Bedrooms and a Full Bath. Gleaming
hardwood floors and freshly painted throughout plus a full Unfinished
Basement with high ceilings and a built-in garage.

Kerry McDevitt

RANCH

Westfield. Welcome to this 3 Bedroom 1.5 Bath Ranch situated in
a prime location across from desirable Echo Lake Golf Course. Home
boasts beautiful hardwood floors with nice size rooms and plenty of
closet space. Kitchen has stainless steel appliances and updated
cabinets, Living Room with wood burning fireplace, Formal Dining
Room, Basement, attic and attached garage.

Nadine Allen

CUSTOM CAPE

Mountainside. Lovely Spacious Custom Expanded Cape on level
lot. Eat In Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Living Room, Family Room
with wood burning fireplace, 1st Floor Bedroom, Full Bath, Large
Screened Sunroom. 2nd floor offers amazing flexible space 4 Bedrooms
and Full Bath. Finished Basement and oversized 2 car garage.

Don Villane

CENTER HALL COLONIAL - D. VILLANE CONSTRUCTION

Fanwood. Another finely crafted home by D. Villane Construction
LLC. This 4BR, 2.5Bth Traditional CHC newly constructed home
sits on nearly .5 acre! EIK opens to a bright FR & features Granite
countertops & SS appliances. Detailed trim & custom ceilings are a
few of the many fine qualities featured in this new home. The spacious
sun filled basement is pre-plumbed for a full bath, fully insulated &
ready to finish, and includes a sliding glass door to a large backyard.

Associate of the Month

Lorena Barbosa

Raider Swim Boys Douse
BrH2O-Raritan, 87-83

Proving its worth in a showdown
between two of the strongest public-
school boys teams in the state, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
swimming team shocked
Bridgewater-Raritan, 87-83, at the
Somerset Valley “Y” in Bridgewater
on January 21. The 8-0 Raiders en-
tered the meet ranked fifth, while the
8-1 Panthers were ranked second.

The Raiders took top honors in two
of the relays and six individual events,
beginning with the 200-medley relay
when Greg Baliko, Joe Dunn, Dan
Pesin and Mike Napolitano touched
first with a time of 1:50.23. Dan
Napolitano, Baliko, Dunn and Ryan
Gajzisz touched first in the 200-
freestyle relay at 1:39.61.

Baliko won the 200-individual
medley with a time of 2:04.83 and the
100-breaststroke at 1:06.65. Dunn
touched first in the 50-freestyle at
24.27 and the 100-freestyle in 53.53.
Pesin took first in the 100-backstroke
with a time of 1:00.63, while Gajzisz
touched first in the 400-freestyle at
4:15.42. Panthers Nick Agnello, Ja-
son Tan, Brian Barr and Tom Rinaldi

touched first in the 400-freestyle at
3:44.51. Barr placed first in the 200-
freestyle at 1:56.63 and the 100-but-
terfly at 58.62.

The 8-2 Raider girls were not so
fortunate against the third-ranked
Panthers in a 122-48 setback. The 9-
1 Panthers won every relay and five
individual events. Raider Ana
Bogdanovski touched first in the 200-
freestyle with a time of 2:14.52. She
also touched first in the 400-freestyle
at 4:47.41. Teammate Jodie Thomp-
son touched first in the 100-breast-
stroke at 1:18.73.

Panthers Ashley Atherton, Mara
Valenzuela, Emma Sommers and Dana
Yu touched first in the 200-free relay
at 2:08.1. Christine Egan, Wendy Liu,
Sommers and Paige Agnello placed
first in the 200-free relay at 1:57.61.
Sommers, Liu, Valenzuela and Yu won
the 400-free relay in 4:16.86.

Yu touched first in the 200-indi-
vidual medley at 2:33.1 and the 100-
butterfly at 1:08.49. Sommers won
the 50-free in 28.78. Valenzuela won
the 100-free in 1:02.2. Kimi Manalo
won the 100-backstroke in 1:11.51.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SANDBAGGING A SIDE ROLL…Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis tries to sandbag
GL Highlander Jon Mele’s side roll in the 103-lb championship bout. Mele pulled
out a 9-6 win.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO CONTROL ON TOP…Blue Devil Colin Barber, top, attempts to
control Elizabeth’s George Travinsky in the 145-lb wrestleback semifinals.
Barber placed fifth.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOING A DOUBLE TAKE…Blue Devil Ellis Opoku, top, defeated David
Brearley’s Andrew Scarillo twice to place third in the Union County Tournament
at 135-lbs.

See more photos of UCT
Wrestling Tournament on

Cranford Online pages
www.goleader.com

Click Cranford Sports


