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NO. 4 BARBER BEATS NO. 6 GEOGHEGAN IN O.T., 4-1

No. 11 Brearley Bears Defeat
Blue Devil Wrestlers, 35-27

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No. 11 ranked David Brearley was
expected to emerge victorious in a
match against the Westfield High
School wrestling team, and they did,
but the Blue Devils won the final three
bouts to narrow the Bears’ victory to
35-27 in Westfield on January 19.

In a showdown that could conceiv-
ably occur as much as five more times
this season, Blue Devil senior Chris-
tian Barber, ranked fourth in the state
at 152-lbs, squared off at center mat
against sixth-ranked Devon
Geoghegan. Both competitors cau-
tiously tested the waters in a score-
less but relatively active first period.
Geoghegan escaped midway through
the second period to take a 1-0 lead
then Barber escaped early in the third
period to knot the score.

What happened next drastically
increased the adrenalin level of the
gym. Barber shot in for a takedown,
but Geoghegan quickly countered,
which ignited a furious wild animal-

like battle for nearly 30 seconds. In
the end, neither could gain control,
and the bout stepped to overtime (OT).

“I got in on his leg, he got in on me.
As I saw him coming around, I knew
I wasn’t letting go of that leg for my
life. I hung onto that leg like a baby,”
Barber explained. “It was a tough
scramble.”

“I knew I had to come out on top in
each scramble, but you can’t win
everything. I tried my hardest, put
everything I had,” Geoghegan said.

After a scoreless period on their
feet, Barber chose down in the 30-
second second OT, escaped and im-
mediately dove for Geoghegan’s legs
to harvest a takedown. Barber then
controlled Geoghegan from the top
position in the third OT to seize a 4-
1 victory.

“I thought it would be a good idea
to shoot. I didn’t think he would be
expecting me to take a shot,” Barber
said. “My first period, I didn’t open
up enough. By the time the second
and third period came around, I felt

more confident taking my shots. I
came close to finishing a couple, but
I didn’t get it. I felt I had more endur-
ance at the end of the match.”

“I relaxed as soon as he got out, and
he was able to get back in on my legs
quick enough where I didn’t even
recognize it,” Geoghegan explained.

“He wrestled smart! Those 30-sec-
ond tiebreakers, a lot of times you see
a top man give up an escape and stop
wrestling, but Christian went one and
two. He got his one. He was right
back in, and he attacked. I don’t know
if the kid was expecting him to come
right at him,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Glen Kurz said. “We are going to see
that kid real soon.”

Long before the Barber/Geoghegan
bout, however, the match began at the
112-lb class, and Blue Devil Nick
Velez scored a pair of takedowns, an
escape and a tilt near-fall to defeat
Dylan Oliva, 7-0. Anthony Madonia
pinned Anthony Aldana with a cork-
screw in 1:36 at 119-lbs to give the

COUGARS GIACCIO, DiGIOVANNI, HENRY RECORD PINS

G.L. Highlanders Ambush
Cougars in Wrestling, 54-18

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two key match-ups to determine
possible top seeding in the upcoming
Union County Tournament (UCT) on
January 22 went in favor of Governor
Livingston (GL) and so did the match
in a 54-18 victory over the hosting
Cranford High School wrestling team
on January 18.

“I am pleased with the way our
overall effort has been. We had a very
big weekend, beating Raritan and
beating St. John Vianny, and the week
before beating Pennsville down at
Pennsville. Those are big wins for
us,” GL Highlander Head Coach Rick
Iacono, whose team’s record rose to
7-1, said.

With the match beginning at the
189-lb class, the senior-stacked High-
landers expectedly jumped out to an
early, 31-0 lead winning the first four
bouts by fall, the next by decision and
the sixth bout by majority decision.

Highlander Zach Heissler used a
Peterson roll to settle Rob Kessler in
2:19 at 189-lbs. At 215-lbs, High-
lander Matt O’Sullivan turned a
takedown into a cradle to pin Jeff
Weiss in 2:58. GL heavyweight An-
thony Manganiello took Ryan Farrell
to the mat and pinned him with a half
nelson, body press in 53 seconds then
Highlander Jon Mele performed a
slick duck-under takedown and
pinned Ryan Espuga in 27 seconds
with a half nelson at 103-lbs.

The 112-lb bout was hotly con-
tested between Cougar Mike
Helmstetter and Ryne Morrison, who

initiated the scoring with a bear-hug
takedown, but Helmstetter quickly
reversed him and rode him out for the
remainder of the first period. After a
series of switch-reswitch maneuvers,
Morrison got a reversal, but
Helmstetter followed with a standing
forward roll, reversal. Morrison re-
versed and yielded an escape to snatch
a 6-5 victory.

GL senior Anthony DeFranco ac-
cumulated three takedowns (spin
around, Russian to a near leg and
walk-around), an escape, an arm bar
near-fall and a cradle near-fall to seize
a 13-0, majority decision over fresh-
man Corey Birch at 119-lbs to give
the Highlanders a 31-0 lead.

Senior Joe Giaccio put the Cou-
gars on the scoreboard with a 3:40
fall over Ryan Hoy at 125-lbs. Giaccio
slicked a takedown and a three-point
near-fall in the first period, then added
an elevator reversal before pinning
him with an arm bar walkover. Cou-
gar Ian Henry made the score 31-12
when he flattened Jeremy Klein in
4:19 with a wicked lateral drop at
130-lbs. Earlier in the bout, Henry
had recorded three takedowns, an
escape, a Saturday Night ride near-
fall and a Guillotine near-fall.

The first major showdown of the
evening came at 135-lbs between
Cougar Kyle Markovitch, a three-
time District 12 champion, and Mike
Stepien, last year’s UCT 130-lb cham-
pion. Markovitch took a 2-0 lead
with a takedown in the first period
and had the choice of taking “top” or
“bottom” position to start the second
period. The choice was “bottom”.
Stepien clamped on a devastating tight
waist and turned Markovitch to his
back in 3:35 with an arm bar.

“I didn’t know what was going to
happen in the Stepien/Markovitch
match. Markovitch beat him in the
Region [3] last year. Cranford gives
us problems. Mike is very tough on
top. He can be a hammer on top. He
is very confident on top,” Coach
Iacono said.

The Highlanders upped their lead
to 43-12 when Joe Hoy rocked Eric
Knight to sleep with a nearside cradle
in 47 seconds at 140-lbs. Cougar Matt
DiGiovanni took care of business with
a 1:00, arm bar walk around, pin of TJ
Nicholson at 145-lbs.

“Tonight, I was nervous. My [1]45-

pounder is out, so not having a 45-
pounder worried me a little bit, not
because I expected him to win, but
we didn’t want to give up six [points],”
Coach Iacono said.

GL’s Bryan Sobol used a series of
Turk ride near-falls to claim a 12-0,
majority decision over Jim Dwyer at
152-lbs then up came the next show-
down between Cougar JP Christiano
and Pat Eichner at 160-lbs. After a
scoreless first period, Christiano es-
caped in the second period and
Eichner escaped in the third to force
overtime. Three more scoreless peri-
ods ensued. Christiano chose down
in the tiebreaker round, but Eichner
rode him out to earn a 2-1 victory.

In the final bout, Highlander Shane
Haddad made good use of a pipe-
wrench, near-fall and two Turk rides
to grab a 14-0, majority decision over
Cory Markovitch.

“They have some young kids over
here. That’s not a veteran team. They
have some seniors, but this is sup-
posed to be our year. We had the one
loss [Brearley]. The opening dual
meet, we were 0-1, then we won
seven straight. The thing is, if you are
going to lose, lose early. I tell my
kids, let’s leave our ego at the door,”
said Coach Iacono, who added, “It’s
more fun coaching, because you are
making smaller corrections. We have
improved. I have a good bunch of
kids. Thirty-five kids in the room! We
have come a long way. This has been
an effort to a lot of people. I am able
to enjoy this and get the fruition. The
kids are enjoying it. It is an effort of
a lot of parents, taking these kids to
wherever they want to go. The recre-
ation coaches, the middle school
coaches put in a lot of work with
these kids.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
189: — Heissler (GL) p Kessler, 2:19
215: — O’Sullivan (GL) p Weiss, 2:58
Hwt: — Manganiello (GL) p Farrell, :53
103: — Mele (GL) p Espuga, :27
112: — Morrison (GL) d Helmstetter, 6-
5
119: —  DeFranco (GL) md Birch, 13-0
125: — Giaccio (C) p R. Hoy, 3:40
130: — Henry (C) p Klein, 4:19
135: — Stepien (GL) p Markovitch, 3:45
140: — J. Hoy (GL) p Knight, :47
145: — DiGiovanni (C) p Nicholson,
1:00
152: — Sobol (GL) md Dwyer, 12-0
160: — Eichner (GL) d Christiano, 2-1,
TB
171: — Haddad (GL) md C. Markovitch,
14-0
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See Cranford/GL Wrestling
story with photos on Online
Cranford Exclusive pages

Raider Boys Silence
Ram Cagers, 61-50

Charles Oliver and Pat Dougher,
with 24 points and 15 points, respec-
tively, led the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys basketball team to
a 61-50 victory over Roselle in Scotch
Plains on January 18. Dougher bagged
three 3-pointers and Oliver added
one. Dom Gonzalez put in 11 points,
and Matt Jegede sank five points.
Roselle   3 13 15 19 50
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15 14   9 23 61

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO FINISH A SINGLE LEG…Blue Devil Nick Velez, left, attempts to convert a single leg to a double leg
takedown against Brearley’s Dylan Oliva in the 112-lb bout. Velez won, 7-0.

PLAINFIELD $375,000 RAHWAY $534,900 SCOTCH PLAINS $799,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $769,000

CRANFORD $639,900 FANWOOD $369,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $525,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $898,000

WESTFIELD $450,000 WESTFIELD $1,150,000 WESTFIELD $1,195,000 WESTFIELD $1,495,000

Spacious custom home w/4BR 3.1BA, LR w/brick fplc, gorgeous wood floors, FDR w/
built-in corner cabinet & much more. Situated on over 1/4 acre of parklike property.

4BR 2fBA Cape w/open flr plan and conveniently located.  Great for entertaining w/
LR & DR flowing into fam rm. Builtin pool, patio, lovely bckyrd. Rec rm in bsmt.

Gracious & spacious one flr living w/great flr plan. Foyer. Living Rm w/stone fireplace
& built in bookcases. Formal dining rm. Great condition w/many recent improvements.

Stunning spacious custom Col w/winter view & elegant foyer. Updt ’89 & ’96, Pos-
sible in-law/home office,  hwd flrs,  Lrg Kit w/brkfst area & sgd to deck, & lots more!

5 BR, 2.5 Bath, Gourmet Kit, SS Appliances, Formal DR, FP, 19 Closets. 31x15’ Master
BR w/Sauna, Fin Bsmt & Attic. 100x312’ lot, Prime Area. DIR::::: Park Ave to Kensington.

Exquisite custom home with a gorgeous updated Kitchen, Family Room, Master
Bedrooms, and Bathrooms in the Relaxing Inman Heights Section. Also for rent.

Spacious 5Br 2.2BA Colonial on nearly an acre of park like prop. on south side of
Scotch Plains. Close to schls, located on  cul-de-sac, Newly painted exterior, lndscpng.

Beautiful cul-de-sac locn in Berwyck Chase w/5th BR & full bath on 1st flr &
pvt yard. New ss appl. Located.  Pool & tennis courts add to the "resort-like"feel.

Charming colonial close to schls, town, NYC transp on spacious 50x200 lot. Rocking
chair front porch, cozy LR, good sized EIK w/pantry. Home Warranty included.

Historic Westfield Gem! Deceptively spacious sun-filled Victorian home on
over 1/3 acre of pvt well-maintained prop. w/relatively Low Taxes & lots more!

"Build to Suit" by Buontempo Builders. Plans available. Builder will
customize to create your dream home on this beautiful Westfield Lot.

Truly gracious Indian Forest custom built Colonial w/inviting foyer, elegant front-to-
back LR w/fpl, sunny FR, Lib w/blt-ins & pic wnd. Incredible property in a great locn.
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OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 1/30 • 1-4PM
949 Kensington Ave


