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KALIMTZIS, DiGIOVANNI GET 2ND; OPOKU, STEINFELD, TUFARO, HENRY 3RD

Blue Devil Barber, Cougars Christiano,
Giaccio, Markovitch Win at UCT Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nine top-eight ranked wrestlers and
one NJSIAA place winner from last
year headlined this year’s Union
County Tournament in Union on Janu-
ary 22. Seven of those wrestlers won
individual titles, and David Brearley
(B) won its sixth straight team title,
narrowly edging out Governor
Livingston (GL) with 232 points to
230.5 points.

Brearley had three individual cham-
pions, as did GL, and Roselle Park
(RP) placed third with 187 points and
claimed one champ. Cranford (C)
had three champs and placed fourth
with 143.5 points. Westfield (W) and
Rahway (R) tied for fifth with 130.5
points and each claimed one indi-
vidual champ. Linden (L) placed sev-
enth at 103, while Plainfield (P) and
New Providence (NP), with one
champ each, tied for eighth with 55
points. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP)
took 10th with a 42 total, followed by
Elizabeth (E) at 37, Summit (S) at 33,
Johnson (J) at 31 and Union (U) at 30.

Blue Devil Christian Barber was
seeded second at 152-lbs in the most
competitive weight class in the tour-
nament that featured two top-eight
ranked wrestlers and one who placed
eighth last year. He won his second
showdown with Brearley’s Devin

Geoghegan when he escaped and fol-
lowed with a single-leg, spin-around
takedown to grab a 3-1 decision in
the semis. Barber showed fine top
control by controlling Geoghegan for
1:37 of the third period.

“Actually, I thought that he could
not take me down. My defense was

good enough, but I was the person
who had to take the shots. There was
two minutes left. I was going to be
stingy. One point! He’s back in the
match with a takedown. I had to con-
trol him,” Barber said.

Looking ahead to his title bout with
Diego Chavez (R), whom Barber beat
handily last year but went on to place
eighth in the state at 145-lbs, Barber
said, “He placed in the state last year.
I have to watch out for that Rahway
funk [Cement Mixer]. I think, basi-
cally, I am technically better than him.”

He was! After a standing first pe-
riod, Chavez escaped in the second
period, but Barber got a takedown
then added an escape and another
takedown in the third period to grab a
5-2 victory and the 152-lb title.

“I wasn’t finishing my shots. Not
that I wrestled badly, I got a little frus-

trated with him. Last year, I was taking
him down, letting him up, but he came
back tough and kept it close. A win is a
win, whether it’s 12 or 13 points or a
couple of points,” Barber said.

Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis, last
year’s 103-lb champ, advanced to the
103-lb finals with a 5-2 decision over

John DeVito (RP), who put him to the
test with a reversal late in the third
period.

“I needed that. It’s not all about
winning. It’s how you win. I really
didn’t win the way I wanted to. It’s
good that I got that out of the way,
hopefully I can turn it on in the finals
and wrestle the match I need to
wrestle,” Kalimtzis said.

Kalimtzis had difficulties with Jon
Mele (GL), who made good use of
his devastating stretcher controlling
maneuver to earn a 9-6 decision.

Blue Devil Ellis Opoku narrowly
defeated Andrew Scarillo (B), 2-0, to
advance to the 135-lbs semifinals
where he dropped a 3-0 decision to
Nick Longo (RP). Opoku wrestled
his way to the third-place consola-
tion bout where he faced Scarillo
again. This time, Opoku tallied three
takedowns, one a smooth arm drag,
to grab a 7-3 decision.

“It felt good, because all my
matches with the same kid were very
close. I took a lot of shots, and I did a
lot better,” Opoku said.

Blue Devil Colin Barber placed
fifth at 145-lbs with a 6-3 victory
over Kyle Mogensen (J), and Nick
Velez placed fifth at 112-lbs with a
3:21 pine of Dylan Oliva (B). Blue

OLIVER SCORES 26;GONZALEZ 13, JEGEDE 14, 10 RBS

Raider Basketball Boys Ice
Hillside Comet Boys, 78-61

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior guards Charles Oliver and
Dom Gonzalez literally took mat-
ters into their own hands to buffer a
fast-paced game introduced by the
Hillside Comets from the second
quarter onward, and the result was a
78-61 victory by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys basket-
ball team in Scotch Plains on Janu-
ary 20.

The two guards instituted a drive
toward the basket program, which
gave them the option to roll in a lay-
up with the possibility to draw a
foul, or to force the defense out of
position in order to set up an assist.
Oliver’s efforts earned him a game-
leading 26 points and six assists,
while adding eight rebounds and two
steals. Gonzalez’s efforts earned him
13 points and four assists, while
adding a rebound and a steal.

Raider Matt Jegede was the mas-
ter of the boards with 11 rebounds,
but he also poured in 14 points and
added a steal, a blocked shot and an
assist. Forward Tom Bonacum pulled
down six rebounds and added 11
points, two blocks an assist and a
steal. Senior guard Pat Dougher came
through with five assists, seven
points, three rebounds and a steal,
while Tim Bonacum added three
assists, four points and a rebound.

The 11-3 Raiders’ ability to sink
free throws, especially in the second
half, also kept the 4-8 Comets in

check. The Raiders hit 13-for-17 (81
percent) from the line. Oliver hit all
four of his free throws, as did
Dougher. Gonzalez sank two of three
from the line.

Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty
worked his entire bench throughout
the game, searching for the right
formula.

“We are trying to find some combi-
nations, because we are not playing
as well as I think we can,” Coach
Doherty said. “A couple of guys are
injured, a couple of guys are sick, but
the middle of January is a tough time
of year.”

The search resulted in spurts of
brilliance mixed with spurts of bad
passing decisions.

“That’s the frustrating part. We tried
to play what we want to eventually
play,” Coach Doherty said.

The Raiders easily won the first
quarter, 13-4, with Oliver sinking five
points, including a 3-pointer, Tom
Bonacum banging a three, Jegede
rolling in four points and Gonzalez
hitting a free throw.

But the Comets stepped up the
pace in the second quarter to run even
with the Raiders, 18-18, to make the
score at the half, 31-22. Comet Mumir
Bruton sank six of his 11 points in the
quarter.

“We could do it a little bit, but we
can’t completely go up and down the
floor with them,” Coach Doherty said.

Comet Calvin Lofton scored 10 of
his team-leading 19 points in the third

quarter, and Samad Holmes netted
seven of his 12 points, but the Raiders
kept ahead of their pace by driving to
the basket successfully and won the
quarter, 27-23, led by Oliver’s 11
points, including a 3-pointer,
Gonzalez’s six points, including a 3-
pointer, and Jegede’s slam dunk and
assisted lay-up.

Gonzalez initiated the majority of
driving toward the basket in the fourth
quarter, which the Raiders won 20-
16, and wound up sinking three lay-
ups and dishing out assists to Tom
Bonacum and Jegede, who each had
four points in the quarter.

“We needed to start attacking the
basket with the ball under control
doing it,” Coach Doherty said.
Hillside   4 18 23 16 61
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 13 18 27 20 78
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Located at Westfield’s busy 
intersection of Summit and 
South Avenue, across the street 
from Westfield’s Train Station, 
this prestigious building is fully 
occupied with nine apartments and 
two retail tenants.

Located on the main through-fare 
into Westfield, this office building 
offers a lease of 200 to 1500 square 
feet. The building has central air 
conditioning and all utilities and 
maintenance are included in the 
lease. Off street private parking is 
available.

For Lease

Located on Cranford’s North 
Avenue, this highly visible office 
building meets your needs with 
a 1000 square foot office that can 
be furnished. Short or long term 
lease and private off- street parking 
available. Rent includes all utilities, 
cleaning and maintenance.  

For Lease

For Sale

Burgers    Dogs    Cheese Fries

All Regular Hot Dogs
Hamburgers & Sandwiches

256 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey

 No coupons necessary.   Not to be combined with any offers or discounts

All Major
Credit Cards

Accepted

Parking and Rear Entrance

Chase Away The Winter Blues At The WindMill of Westfield!

50% OFF
Sunday - Wednesday 4PM - Closing

Next to the Rialto Theatre

908-233-2001

    

     
     

 
 

MEREDITH SELECTED ALL-STATE 1ST TEAM TWICE

SPF’s Bryan Meredith Drafted
By the MLS Seattle Sounders

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some predictions are nothing more
than hot wind, but some predictions
come true.

Former Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SPF) High School soccer standout
Bryan Meredith has been drafted by
the Seattle Sounders in the Second
Round of the Major League Soccer
supplemental draft on January 13. He
was the second goalkeeper to be
drafted and the 29th overall pick.

“It’s an invitation to enter the draft. A
lot of coaches compile a big list and cut
it to 70-some odd players,” Meredith,
who played for Monmouth University
after graduating from high school in
2007, explained in a telephone inter-
view to The Westfield Leader/Times.

After his freshman season at SPF
in 2003, Raider Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky predicted, “Without a
doubt, he was a guy we saw a lot of
potential in. He may have been a
freshman but he played like a senior.
There were times he very noticeably
made saves that would have been
goals against other keepers. He’s go-
ing to have a tremendously bright
future.” – The Westfield Leader/Times
December 11, 2003 article.

Coach Breznitsky had very good
reason to think so. The Raiders fin-

ished with a 22-3-1 record, placed
second in the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) and grabbed a sectional
title with a shootout victory over
Middletown South. Meredith re-
corded 15 shutouts, and by the end of
his SPF career, he amassed an all-
time SPF record 47 shutouts.

In 2004, the Raiders won the UCT
and section titles, rewarded Coach
Breznitsky with his 500th-career win
on October 20 with a 2-0 win at
Walnut Street Field in Cranford and

finished 23-4. In 2005, the Raiders
placed second in the UCT, won an-
other sectional title and finished 18-
5, and Meredith also proved his worth
offensively with 10 goals.

In 2006, Meredith’s senior season,
the Raiders won the UCT and fin-
ished 16-6-1. He was selected All-
State First Team for the second
straight year, named All-Group 3 First
Team and All-Union County First
Team and named for the fourth time
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRST OF A DOUBLE DUAL…Blue Devil Christian Barber, top, attempts to get position on Brearley’s Devin Geoghegan
in a dual meet in Westfield. Barber, ranked fourth in the state at 152-lbs, defeated Geoghegan, ranked sixth, in overtime,
4-1. Three days later, on January 22, Barber defeated Geoghegan, 3-1, to eventually become the Union County Champion.
See dual meet story on page 12.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TO THE BASKET…Raider guard Dom Gonzalez, right, drives past
a Hillside defender towards the basket. Gonzalez finished with 13 points and the
Raiders won, 78-61.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HANGING ON FOR THE WIN…Raider Mike Steinfeld, left, keeps control of
Cranford’s Eric Knight to win, 4-2. Steinfeld placed third at 140-lbs.
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