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GEOGRAPHY BEE WINNER...Albert Chen, a seventh grader at Edison Inter-
mediate School and winner of the school-wide National Geography Bee, is
congratulated by School Principal Cheryl O’Brien ( left) and Assistant Principal
Matthew Forte.

WF Teachers Selected to
Attend Princeton Seminar

WESTFIELD – Two Social Stud-
ies teachers in the Westfield Public
Schools, Roosevelt teacher Karen
Lust and Westfield High School
teacher Elizabeth Walsh, have been
accepted into Princeton University’s
East Asian Seminar for Educators
program. They will be gaining addi-
tional knowledge about topics in
world history that focus on East Asian
countries, such as Japan, China and
Korea.

The teachers recently met with
Steven Teiser, Professor of Religion
at Princeton University and Lesley
Solomon, National Consortium for
Teaching Asia Seminar Leader for
New Jersey to discuss the program.
They joined approximately 25 se-
lected educators from throughout
New Jersey who participated in a
simulcast broadcast in collaboration
with universities throughout the coun-
try. It included a lecture on Confu-
cianism given by Professor Teiser
with a follow-up discussion.

The application process for the

Princeton University East Asia Cen-
ter Seminar for Teachers included the
submission of a letter describing
teaching background and interest in
studying Asia.

Each session includes a lecture
from a prominent professor of Asian
religion, philosophy, art or culture
and a follow-up discussion. In prepa-
ration for the monthly seminars, the
Social Studies teachers are expected
to complete extensive readings. The
program also requires presentation
and submission of a final curriculum
project.

“The experience so far has been
marvelous,” stated Karen Lust. “We
are gaining invaluable information
and acquiring many resources that
will enhance the lessons that we
teach.”

The seminar is funded by the Free-
man Foundation, in association with
the Asia Studies Center, University
Center for International Studies and
the National Consortium for Teach-
ing About Asia at Columbia University.

WF Education Association
To Award Scholarships

Fortus Achieves  Dean’s
List Distinction

SPRINGFIELD, MA - Amanda L.
Fortus of Cranford, has been named
to the Dean’s List at Western New
England College for the fall semester
of 2010.

Students are named to the Dean’s
List for achieving a semester grade
point average of 3.30 or higher.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Edu-
cation Association (WEA) will be
awarding two scholarships, The
Westfield Education Scholarship, and
the Barry Judd Scholarship, to high
school graduates who will be con-
tinuing education in an accredited
institution of higher learning.

The Westfield Education Associa-
tion Scholarship Committee will se-
lect a member of the Westfield High
School graduating class of 2011 to
receive the WEA scholarship of
$2,000.

In awarding the WEA Scholarship,
consideration is given to a Westfield
High School senior who exhibits aca-
demic achievement, participation in
school activities, and a commitment
to community service.

The second scholarship, the Barry
Judd Memorial Scholarship will be
presented to a WEA member’s child
who is a graduating senior. The Barry
Judd Scholarship, also $2,000, is
given in recognition of Barry Judd, a
distinguished teacher of foreign lan-
guages at Westfield High School from

Nickels, Dimes Makes
Sense to 4th Graders

By STEVEN MILLER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – From time imme-
morial, teaching kids the value of
money has been a challenge. Re-
cently, help has arrived in the form of
“Nickels, Dimes, and Dollars,” a book
by Ellen Sabin that teaches grade-
school children about money mat-
ters.

In early January, I had the honor of
introducing “Nickels” to the four
fourth-grade classes at Wilson El-
ementary School here in Westfield. I
did so on behalf of The McGraw-Hill
Companies, my employer and the
book’s publisher, which graciously
gave a copy of the book to each of
Wilson’s 80 fourth graders, includ-
ing my son Sandy, as part of a finan-
cial literacy drive that will ultimately
include 5,000 students.

As part of the drive, employee-
volunteers organized by my colleague
Laura Breitenbach signed up to spend
a half hour in the classroom to give an
overview of the book.

And that’s how I found myself at
Wilson School during the first two
Fridays of 2011.

Wilson Principal Joseph Malanga
warmly embraced the program and
gave me a 30-minute slot to speak to
each fourth-grade class. The teach-
ers, Richard Salls, Dorothy Wade,
Matthew Borchin and Mary Tarashuk
were excellent hosts and partners in
this effort.

The classroom sessions followed
the format of the book, highlighting
five main topic areas in a way that
was meant to be interactive and fun.

First up was what is money? When
I asked for responses, more kids than
I expected gave textbook worthy an-
swer that ran along the lines that
money is what you exchange for the
stuff you buy. My favorite, though,
was the little girl that said money is
what I get when I lose a tooth.

The second aspect of the book is how
do we get money? Work, lemonade
stands, chores, shoveling, allowance
and presents were the most popular
answers from the students. One boy
was a bit more specific. “I ask my
grandma, and she gives me some,” he
said. Another shared that he “take[s] it
out of dad’s wallet when he’s not look-
ing.” I’m hopeful that one was a joke.

Third, we got to the pivotal issue:
what do we do with money? Sabin
lists four distinct categories: (1) buy-
ing what we need, (2) buying what
we want, (3) giving to charity and (4)

saving. To spark discussion, we broke
the classes into groups, each of which
worked together to compile a list of
items for its respective category.

The “need” groups came up with
the expected set of must-haves: house,
clothes, food, electricity, text books
and medical care. Then there was the
one boy who insisted a Harry Potter
Lego set was up there with nourish-
ment and shelter.

The “wants” exercise was more
fun. Based on our sample of 80,
Westfield’s fourth graders’ collective
wish list ranges from the modest to
the lavish to the absurd. From the
low-cost aisle, the students wanted
candy, baseball cards, shoes and
books. Up the scale were vacations to
Disneyworld, ponies, composite bats,
luxury box seats and Ferraris. My
absolute favorite was the boy who
wanted an Umpa Lumpa from Willie
Wonka’s factory. I wish I’d have
thought of that! Chocolate on de-
mand, and service with a smile.

Getting back to business, we then
turned our attention to topic four: chari-
table giving. The conversation natu-
rally grew more serious here, and the
children responded with deep com-
passion. Among their list worthy re-
cipients: homeless people, orphans,
hurricane victims, soup kitchens, syna-
gogues and churches. It was moving
to hear the kids list all of those less
fortunate they wanted to help.

Lastly, we turned to savings. What
they wanted to save for checked all
the boxes: college, houses, cars, va-
cations, retirement and one boy who
wanted a gold wristwatch.

We then wrapped up by talking
about budgets and budgeting. It’s a
topic that, even at my advancing age,
I’m still trying to master. I hope for
my son and his fellow fourth graders
Ellen Sabin’s terribly important book
is a head start in the life-long process
of getting smart about money.

Editor’s Note: Steven Miller is a
Wilson Elementary School parent.

Nozari Achieves
Dean’s List Distinction

HAMILTON, NY – Elaheh Nozari,
daughter of Touran and Ardavan
Nozari of Westfield, has been named
to the Dean’s List at Hamilton Col-
lege for the 2010 fall semester.

A student must achieve a grade
point average of 90 or above during the
term to be placed on the Dean’s List.

Camuto Named to
Dean’s List

WESTMINSTER, MD - Scott A.
Camuto of Westfield has been named
to the fall 2010 Dean’s List with High
Honors.

Highest honors are earned for a
semester grade point average of 3.90
or higher, high honors for a grade
point average of 3.70-3.89, and hon-
ors for a 3.50-3.69 average.

PERFECT SCORE…Eleven Westfield High School students received a perfect
score on the SAT or SAT 2. Pictured standing, left to right, are: Rachel Baron,
Danielle Fields, Alexander Jedruszczak, Justin Lee, Pengju Jin, Nicholas
Zahorodny. Front row, left to right, are: Jane Braun, Cynthia Lam, Cheryl Wu,
Stephanie Tepper, and Priyanka Nayer.

11 WHS Students Earn
Perfect SAT Score

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School has received notification that
11 students earned a perfect score of
800 on the SAT or SAT 2 subject tests
taken in October, November and
December 2010.

These students, and the subjects in
which they received a perfect score
are as follows: Rachel Baron, Criti-
cal Reading; Danielle Fields, Math 2;
Alexander Jedruszczak, Math; Justin
Lee, Critical Reading; Pengju Jin,

Chinese; and Nicholas Zahorodny,
Writing; Jane Braun, Math; Cynthia
Lam, Critical Reading and Writing;
Cheryl Wu, Critical Reading;
Stephanie Tepper, Writing; and
Priyanka Nayer, Math and Writing.

Westfield High School Principal
Peter Renwick commended the stu-
dents on the outstanding achievement.
“It speaks volumes about your abili-
ties and your commitment to your
education,” he stated.

1974 to 1992. It is based on the ideals
of Mr. Judd who embodied a love for
learning and devotion to helping oth-
ers. This award is given annually to a
son or daughter of a member of the
Westfield Education Association.

To apply for the Westfield Educa-
tion Association scholarship, The
Common Application must be sub-
mitted by Monday, February 28, to
the Westfield High School Guidance
Department.

Applications for the Barry Judd
Scholarship are available at the
Westfield High School Guidance
Department, and at WEA members’
respective schools throughout the
district.

All Barry Judd scholarship appli-
cations must be submitted to the
Westfield High School Guidance
Department by Monday, February 28.

Funds for these scholarships are
raised through the generous dona-
tions of Westfield Education Asso-
ciation members. Scholarships will
be presented on Westfield High
School Award Night in May.

Mullan Named to
UMass Dean’s List

BOSTON, MA – The following
local resident was among over 2,500
students from the University of Mas-
sachusetts Boston who made the Fall
Dean’s List:

Charlotte Mullan, a resident of
Mountainside.

East Stroudsburg
Announces Dean’s List

EAST STROUDSBURG, PA -
East Stroudsburg University an-
nounced that Erin Daly, the daugh-
ter of William and Mary Daly of
Scotch Plains and a 2007 graduate
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School has made the Dean’s List for
the 2010 fall semester of with a GPA
of 3.75.
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Georgetown University
Dean’s List Announced

Washington, DC – The following
students were named to Georgetown
University’s 2010 Dean’s List with
First Honors: Liane Sullivan of
Westfield; Kelli Sullivan of Westfield
and Ryan Zimmerman of Cranford.

In order to receive First Honors, a
student must have a GPA of 3.9 or
above on a 4.0 scale.

Board of Ed Candidate’s
Filing Deadline March 8

WESTFIELD  – Westfield resi-
dents interested in becoming a candi-
date for the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation can obtain nominating peti-
tions at the Board Secretary’s office
at 302 Elm Street.

Petitions need to be signed and
delivered to Board Secretary Robert
Berman, by 4 p.m., Tuesday, March
8, in order for the candidate’s name to
be placed on the ballot.

Board of Education members are
volunteers who are elected by the
public during the annual school elec-
tion, which will be held this year on
Wednesday, April 27. The term for an
elected board member is three years.

Each year, three positions become
available as a result of expiring terms.
Those school board members whose
terms are expiring this year include
Ann Cary, Alice Hunnicutt and Gary

Photo Courtesy of Colby Sheppard
SPREADING CHEER...Westfield students were recently thanked by Westfield
resident Colby Sheppard for their efforts in creating 950 cards and ornaments
that spread cheer to U.S. Troops overseas during the holiday season. Ms.
Sheppard, who collected the items and brought them to Williams Nursery to
attach to Christmas “Trees for Troops,” applauded Franklin School who tied the
project into an assembly about freedom. Second grade teacher Kathy Dibble
noted that Franklin students also made ornaments specifically for veterans and
sent them to the Veteran’s Home in Menlo Park. She helped spearhead that
effort along with teachers Mary McCabe and Christina Santilli.

McCready, who have not yet an-
nounced their intentions regarding
whether they will seek re-election.

Prospective school board candi-
dates can obtain a School Board
Candidate Kit at the board office at
302 Elm Street. In addition to the
nominating petition form, the School
Board Candidacy Kit includes in-
formation about legal qualifications
for school board candidacy, cam-
paign procedures, and the role of the
school board member. Information
about the New Jersey School Ethics
Act, important dates in the school
election process, and frequently
asked questions for school board
candidates are also included in the kit.

GAINING KNOWLEDGE…Teachers Karen Lust and Elizabeth Walsh were
selected to attend Princeton’s East Asian Seminar for Educators. Pictured, left to
right are; Ms. Lust, Steven Teiser, Lesley Solomon and Ms. Walsh.

Patel Receives MSL
Degree from Clarion
CLARION, PA - Brinda V Patel of

Roselle Park received a MSL degree
in Library Science during commence-
ment ceremonies December 18 at
Clarion University.


