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– Obituaries –
Thomas Potts, Jr., 85, Senior Engineer;

Active In Square Dance and Community
Thomas J. Potts, Jr., 85, of Rowley,

Mass. passed away on Saturday, Janu-
ary 15, 2011, at his home with his
family by his side. He is survived by
his loving wife of 64 years, Barbara
M. (MacMillan) Potts.

Thomas was born October 24, 1925
in New York, N.Y., the
son of the late Thomas J.
Sr. and Lois (Smith)
Potts.

He graduated from
Westfield High School
in Westfield, N.J., Class
of 1943. Thomas then
graduated from Brook-
lyn Polytech, Class of
1945. During his work-
ing career, he was a se-
nior engineer for Na-
tional Radio and he re-
tired from Chu Associ-
ates in Littleton, Mass.

Thomas was active in the Town of
Rowley, having served on the Plan-
ning Board and the Board of Appeals
for 50 years. He was a life member of
the Rowley Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and a member of the Rowley
Auxiliary Police Department and the
Rowley Civil Defense Force. He was
active in the Civil Air Patrol during
World War II and was a licensed Ham
Radio Operator for over 60 years,
and had contacts around the world.
Thomas was on the advisory board at
the Nashoba Valley Regional School.

Square dancing was a big part of his
life. He was a member of several square
dance associations, where he held of-
fices in square and round dance, in-
cluding The Barnstormers Square
Dance Club, where he was a caller for
30 years. He and his wife, Barbara,
were part of the group that incorpo-
rated the Square Dance Foundation of
New England, Inc. He was president
of the New England Council of Square
Dance Callers, president of the New

England Council of Round Dance
Cuers, and also the president of the
local callers association, Tri-State, and
Local Round Dance Teachers Asso-
ciation, “ACCORD.” Thomas was
awarded the prestigious Yankee Clip-
per award for service to the New En-

gland Square and Round
Dance community. He
was inducted into the
Square Dance Founda-
tion of New England Hall
of Fame in 1998. He was
part of a group of callers
invited to “Legacy,” a na-
tional group of dancers,
callers and cuers.

In addition to his wife,
he is survived by three
sons and two daughters,
Thomas J. Potts, III and
his wife, Christine, of

Wakefield, Mass., Edward R. Potts
and his wife, Yvonne, of Hampton,
Va., Jane E. Harris of Rowley, Mass.,
Amy D. Walker and her husband,
Bob, of Rosebury, Ore. and James D.
Potts and his wife, Kimberly, of
Amesbury, Mass. He also leaves seven
grandchildren, Kelleigh Potts Bland
and her husband, Steve, John A. Har-
ris, Edward R. Potts, II and his wife,
Dana, Amber King, Justin Potts,
Joshua Potts and his wife, Laura, and
Jacob Potts, and five great-grand-
children.

A private prayer circle was held for
the family. There were no calling
hours. In lieu of flowers, donations in
his memory may be made to the
Square Dance Foundation of New
England, Inc., 238 Woburn Street,
Reading, MA 01867.

Arrangements were by the F.S.
Roberts and Son Funeral Home of
Rowley. For information, or to send
condolences, please visit
www.fsrobertsandson.com.
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Library Displays Collections
Saluting MLK and Yankees
WESTFIELD – Through the end of

January, the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary is exhibiting a collection of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Coretta
Scott King memorabilia. The majority
of the items in the front display case are
owned by Patricia Faggins, one of the
founders of the Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Association of Westfield.

Among the artifacts are a Life maga-
zine, dated April 12, 1968, with a
cover story on Dr. King’s life, and a
Newsweek magazine, dated Septem-
ber 2, 1963, featuring the March on
Washington for Jobs and Freedom.
Ms. Faggins’ godmother attended the
historic march, where Dr. King gave
his famous “I Have a Dream” speech,
and the button that she wore is dis-
played. There also is a book of paper
dolls of the King family.

Also included is a letter the Bethel
Baptist Church of Westfield received
from Coretta Scott King thanking
the church for a donation she re-
ceived to continue her husband’s
work, and a photograph of Ms.
Faggins and Mrs. King at a tribute
luncheon, held in the Hyatt Regency
Hotel in Princeton in 1988.

Newspaper articles about the King
monument located between the Town
Bank and the South Avenue traffic
circle in Westfield are part of the
exhibit as well.

By the windows to the far left of the
library entrance is a second display
case, currently filled with Yankee

memorabilia owned by eight-year-
old Daniel Fox of Westfield. The col-
lection includes Yankee statues, pho-
tographs, a T-shirt, baseball cards
and a cap.

The display cases can be seen any-
time the library is open. Library hours
are Monday through Thursday, 9:30
a.m. to 9 p.m.; Fridays, 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m.; Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
and Sundays, 1 to 5 p.m.

The Westfield Memorial Library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. In-
dividuals who would like to display
their collections and artwork at the
library should call Jen Schulze, head
of Adult Services, at (908) 789-4090
and press 0.

WSL Thrift Shop Sets
Bag Day For Feb. 5

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-
vice League’s Thrift Shop, located at
114 Elmer Street in Westfield, will
hold its annual end-of-winter Bag
Day on Saturday, February 5, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.

On Bag Day, customers may pur-
chase a grocery-sized bag for $5 and
fill it to the brim with clothing, toys,
books, shoes and household items.
There is no limit to the number of bags
that can be purchased and filled. The
week following the sale, the shop’s
shelves and racks will be stocked with
merchandise for spring and summer.

The Westfield Service League, a
non-profit volunteer organization,
also operates a consignment shop at
the same location. All proceeds from
sales in the shops are donated to
local charities in the community. For
further information, call the thrift
shop at (908) 233-2530 or visit
thewestfieldserviceleague.wordpress.com/

Sierra Club to Feature
Conservation Speaker
AREA – The Sierra Club will

present Laura Szwak, director of Out-
reach and Education at the New Jersey
Conservation Foundation, at its
Wednesday, February 9 meeting. The
meeting will take place from 7:30 to 9
p.m. at The Library of the Chathams,
located at 214 Main Street in Chatham.

Ms. Szwak will discuss the history
of her group, starting with the cam-
paign to stop the proposed Morris
County Airport in the 1960s, which
resulted in the creation of the Great
Swamp. She will then give an over-
view of the group’s current open space
preservation efforts. Admission is free
and open to the public. For more
information, call (908) 233-2414.Library Invites Kids

To Scavenger Hunt
WESTFIELD – To celebrate

Groundhog Day, the Youth Services
Department of the Westfield Memo-
rial Library will hold a special Scav-
enger Hunt at the library.

On Wednesday, February 2, at 6:45
p.m., children in the second, third
and fourth grades will be given rhym-
ing clues and then sent scurrying
around the library to find the answers
in books and pictures throughout the
library’s first floor. A brief orienta-
tion will precede the event, and prizes
will be awarded afterwards.

The scavenger hunt is open to full-
service Westfield Memorial Library
cardholders only. To register for this
program, go to the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, and click on the Events
calendar, or call (908) 789-4090, ext 3.

The Westfield Memorial Library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.
It is open 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, and 1
to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

Garwood Seniors Reveal
Highlights of Meeting

GARWOOD – The Garwood Se-
nior Citizens Club held its regularly
scheduled January 20 meeting at the
Garwood Firehouse, attended by 47
members, during which participants
welcomed new member Patricia
Eckert.

The highlight of the meeting was
the 50th anniversary celebration for
Barbara and Scottie Brodie, who also
sponsored a large vanilla sheet cake.
The festivities included vocal rendi-
tions of “Some Enchanted Evening,”
with harmonica accompaniment, and
“The Anniversary Waltz.” Pinho’s of
Roselle supplied sandwiches for the
gathering.

During the business portion of the
meeting, the club president read “10
Tips for Better Senior Health.”

Club members are reminded that
their $5 annual dues are due and to
bring their membership card to get it
punched.

The club additionally expressed best
wishes to two club members who re-
cently sustained injuries from falls.

Finally, plans will be announced at
the next meeting concerning the 2011
schedule of five bus rides for dining,
dancing, plays and eating.

The Garwood Senior Citizens Club
is open to anyone from Garwood who
is 62 years and older. Meetings are
held on the first and third Thursdays
of the month. Anyone interested in
joining the club is invited to attend
the next meeting, to be held at noon
on February 3 at the Garwood Fire
House, and to ask for Dolores.

Carol Darlene Burrill, Worked For FBI;
Active In WSO, Churches and WCW

Bat Mitzvah Project Holds
Special Meaning For Family
FANWOOD – For her bat mitzvah

this month at Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains, adult stu-
dent Mari Schindele
has chosen a project
with special meaning
and hope for her fam-
ily. Becoming a bat
mitzvah includes cre-
ating a special project
to show that the indi-
vidual realizes her re-
sponsibility to help
make the world a bet-
ter place.

Ms. Schindele’s
second grader,
Ruthie, suffers from
congenital muscular
dystrophy, a condition that causes
muscle weakness from birth and may
result in various neurological, physi-
cal or cognitive impairments. Some
children never gain the ability to walk;
others may lose the ability as they
grow older.

For her project, Ms. Schindele will
run in the New Jersey half marathon
in Long Branch on Sunday, May 1,
for Cure CMD. Cure CMD is an all-
volunteer organization with no over-
head. Every cent donated goes to
funding research and helping affected

families. So far, Ms. Schindele has
raised almost $3,000, and she hopes
to raise even more. To support her

and learn more about
CMD, visit
curecmd.org/events/
njmarathon2011.

Ms. Schindele is the
wife of Matt Wiener and
also is the mother of
Noah, a fifth grader. She
thanks her family, Temple
Sholom, her friends and
the community for their
support.

Founded in 1913,
Temple Sholom is a Re-
form Jewish Congrega-
tion led by Rabbi Joel

Abraham. The temple and its religious
school are home to about 250 families
from the greater Scotch Plains/Fanwood
area. Currently residing within the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, the
temple has purchased five acres of land
in Scotch Plains for its future home.
Temple Sholom is a member of the
Union for Reform Judaism.

For more information about the
temple or joining the congregation,
call (908) 889-4900, e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

Mari Schindele

Carol Darlene Burrill, née Cox,
was born November 11, 1939 in
Morgan County, Ind. She went to be
with her Lord on January 9, 2011.

Darlene was a graduate of Emi-
nence High School and attended In-
diana University and
Indiana Central Busi-
ness College in India-
napolis, Ind. She lived
in Minneapolis, Minn.
for five years and was
an active member of
the Golden Valley
Lutheran Church.

She lived in
Westfield, N.J. for 18
years, where she helped
found the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra
and was active in the Redeemer
Lutheran Church and the Woman’s
Club of Westfield. Upon moving to
Matthews, N.C., Darlene became an
active member of the Ascension
Lutheran Church in Charlotte, N.C.
and the Charlotte Christian Women’s
Club. She was a member of the Soci-
ety of FBI Alumni.

She worked for the FBI at the India-

napolis office for nine years and later
as a legal assistant at the law firm of
Gutterman, Wolkstein, Klinger &
Yohalem in Westfield, N.J. for 12 years.

She was preceded in death by her
parents, Ruth Maxwell Cox and H.

Maurice Cox. She is sur-
vived by her husband,
Roger G. Burrill, and chil-
dren, Monique “Nikki”
Burrill of Seattle, Wash.
and Garth Burrill, his wife,
Mary Beth, and her grand-
daughter, Violet Elizabeth,
of Charlotte, N.C.; her sis-
ter, Jacqueline Hall, and her
husband, Charlie, and her
brother, Charles Cox, and
his wife, Vera, all of
Greencastle, Ind. Also sur-

viving are many nieces and nephews.
Memorials may be made to the

Ascension Lutheran Church, 1225
E. Morehead Street, Charlotte, N.C.
28204 or to Pancreatic Cancer Re-
search in care of the University of
Texas, MD Anderson Cancer Cen-
ter, P.O. Box 4486, Houston, TX
77210-4486.
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Basketball Classic Saturday
To Benefit the Homeless

AREA – For the 17th year in a row,
New Jersey’s best high school bas-
ketball teams will battle for ranking
and improved conditions for local
homeless people during the annual
“Elizabeth Coalition to House the
Homeless Basketball Classic” this
Saturday, January 29, at the Dunn
Sports Center, located at 600 Pearl
Street in Elizabeth.

This year’s lineup will feature
match-ups between local rivals St.
Mary’s and Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
followed by St. Patrick’s and New-
ark Tech. The finale will feature
Elizabeth High School and Plainfield
High School, both Union County
powerhouses that are becoming an-
nual rivals.

This benefit has evolved to be-
come one of the premier dates on the
increasingly popular New Jersey High
School Boys Basketball calendar. The
event schedule is as follows:

5 p.m. – St. Mary’s High School of
Elizabeth versus Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School

6:45 p.m. – St. Patrick’s High School
of Elizabeth versus Newark Tech

8:15 p.m. – Elizabeth High School

versus Plainfield High School
Tickets are $12 for adults and $8

for students. Tickets are available at
participating schools and at B.B.
Miller, 283 North Broad Street in
Elizabeth. For ticket information, call
(908) 352-7300. Tickets also will be
available at the door of the Dunn
Sports Center on the day of the game.

Proceeds from the tripleheader will
benefit the Elizabeth Coalition to House
the Homeless, one of the first agencies
to work with homeless people in the
State of New Jersey. Since its inception
in 1981, the Coalition has been in the
forefront of responding to the needs of
thousands of homeless families and
individuals in Union County.

The Basketball Classic, the major
fundraiser for the Coalition, brings
together corporate sponsors, local
businesses and individual fans of
high-school basketball, as well as
top-ranked teams in New Jersey, to
raise the consciousness of the home-
less issue and to assist those in need
of shelter and food. For more infor-
mation on the Elizabeth Coalition to
House the Homeless, visit
theelizabethcoalition.org.

Cinema and Cooking Events
To Take Place at Library

FANWOOD – To celebrate Black
History Month, the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library will present “Underneath
the Harlem Moon: African-Ameri-
cans in the Early Years of Cinema” on
Wednesday, February 2, at 7:30 p.m.

Brooklyn-based film/video archi-
vist Russell Scholl will offer a survey
showcasing the pioneering work of
black actors and filmmakers from the
first half of the 20th century.

This program includes “All Colored
Cast” shorts, as well as excerpts from
feature films, and incorporates drama,
comedy, cartoons and Soundies-short
music films made for coin-operated
“video jukeboxes” in the 1940s.

Area residents also are invited to
“Learn to Make Dumplings for Chi-

nese New Year” on Thursday, Febru-
ary 3, at 7 p.m. at the library. During
this hands-on program, participants
will learn the history of dumplings
and the techniques of dumpling mak-
ing. Chef Brian Campell will ask for
help from some members of the audi-
ence, and everyone will be able to
sample the dumplings. Mr. Campell is
a graduate of the Culinary Arts Insti-
tute in Jersey City and has worked in
restaurants in the area.

The Friends of the Fanwood Me-
morial Library will sponsor both of
these programs. The library is located
at North Avenue and Tillotson Road.
For more information and to register
for either event, call the library at
(908) 322-6400.

AWARD RECIPIENTS...Four students at Union Catholic High School were
awarded the 2010 Navin Bros. Food Service Scholarship. Pictured with Mr.
Joseph Navin, President of Navin Bros., Inc. left to right, are: Cristina Bonner,
Michael De Angelis, Timothy Nugent and Jessica Colucci.

SCOTCH PLAINS - Senior Jes-
sica Colucci, Sophomore Michael
De Angelis and Freshmen Timothy
Nugent and Cristina Bonner were
recently awarded the 2010 Navin
Bros. Food Service Scholarship at
Union Catholic High School in
Scotch Plains.

Navin Bros., Inc. oversees all food
service operations at Union Catholic
High School, as well as at schools

throughout the New York tri-state
area.

The scholarship was established
in memory of Mary Ellen Swinden, a
Navin Bros. employee who worked
at Union Catholic and passed away
in the fall of 2008.

The scholarship recipients were
selected based on their academic
standing as well as their involvement
in extra-curricular activities.

Union Catholic Students Receive Scholarships

The Westfield Chess Club
Announces Winners

CHECK MATE...The Westfield Chess Club recently held the Winter Scholastic
at the Westfield ‘Y’ on January 16. Pictured are the winners of the Under 1250
section. Pictured, left to right, are: David Zhurbinsky, Marko Van Selous, Sikata
B Sengupta, John Cartier, and Roshan Idnani. 

 WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chess Club held the Winter Scholas-
tic at the Westfield ‘Y’ on January 16
attracting 35 chess players from all
over the state of New Jersey coming
from as far away as Toms River and
Rockaway.

 The players participated in three
sections which were divided into the
open section, under 1250 section and
the under 750 section.

 In the top section, the open sec-
tion, the players played three games
at a time control of game/45 in which
both players had 45 minutes to com-
plete their moves.

Jordan Kovar, the number one seed
from Toms River, came out on top
with a perfect score of three wins and
no losses. In second place Maanan
Ganthapodi of Lawrenceville scored
two wins and one loss to edge out five
other players on tiebreaks, who also
finished with two points.

In third place, Alan Tong of
Holmdel captured the third place tro-
phy. Merrick Sig Chang from
Princeton placed fourth. The fifth
place trophy went to Thomas
Elberling of Berkeley Heights.

Trophies were awarded to the top
five players in the open section. Kyle
Garrison of Toms River and Vaed
Khurjekar of Basking Ridge also had
an excellent result with two points
but came in sixth and seventh place.
They were edged out of the trophies
but came away with a lot of rating
points. A total of 14 players com-
peted in this section.

 In the under 1250 section David

Zhurbinsky of Scotch Plains scored
three wins and one loss to capture the
first place trophy at a time control of
game/30 in which both players had
30 minutes to complete their moves.

Marko Van Selous of Pennington
came in second on tiebreaks with a
score of three wins and one loss.
Sikata Sengupta of Warren came in
third on tiebreaks also with three
wins and one loss. John Cartier of
Millburn took the fourth place trophy
with 2 wins 1 draw and one loss.

In fifth place on tiebreaks with two
wins one draw and one loss Roshan
Idnani of Basking Ridge took home
the fifth place trophy. Andrew
Greenberg and Virinch Kotamraju
also played well with an identical
score gaining rating points in sixth
and seventh place. A total of 14 play-
ers competed in this section.

 In the under 750 section Anuj Patel
of Edison scored three points out of
four to capture the first place trophy.
Bryan Zhang of Green Brook ob-
tained three points out of four to
come in second place on tiebreaks.

Lauren Jobson of Glen Gardner
won the first three games before a last
round loss coming in third place on
tiebreaks. Nicholas Sherman of
Succusanna came in fourth place on
tiebreaks with an identical score of
three points. Aishwari Desai of Edison
took the fifth place trophy home with
a score of two points out of four.

A total of seven players competed
in this section. 2004 New Jersey Co-
State Chess Champion Todd Lunna
directed for the Westfield Chess Club.

More Community News


