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IHM-St. Bart’s to Offer
Bereavement Support
SCOTCH PLAINS – In recogni-

tion of the challenges faced by those
who have suffered the recent loss of
a loved one, the Immaculate Heart of
Mary (IHM) Parish will offer a series
of weekly support sessions begin-
ning Wednesday, March 16, at 7:30
p.m. and continuing through Wednes-
day, April 13.

All sessions will be held in IHM’s
Nazareth Center Lounge, located
behind the Main Church at 1571
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains. Free
and open to all, these sessions are
being offered in association with St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Parish, also
of Scotch Plains.

Under the guidance of certified
facilitators from the Family Life Of-
fice of the Archdiocese of Newark,
participants will seek to provide a
caring, confidential environment for
one another to allow an open sharing
of information, feelings and mutual
support.

For inquiries and information, call
Felicia Levine in the IHM Parish
Office at (908) 889-2100, extension
no. 22. All calls will be kept strictly
confidential. General information and
directions may be found on the IHM
Parish website, ihmparish.net; by
calling the St. Bartholomew Parish
Office at (908) 322-5192 weekdays
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
or by calling IHM’s Parish Office at
(908) 889-2100.

Veterans Center-VFW
Slate Valentine Dance
KENILWORTH – The Kenilworth

Veterans Center and Veterans of For-
eign Wars Chapter No. 2230 will host
their annual Valentine’s Day ’50s
Dance on Saturday, February 12, from
8 p.m. to 1 a.m. at the Kenilworth
Veterans Center, located at 33 South
21st Street.

Tickets purchased in advance are
$25 and include draft beer, wine and
soda. Tickets at the door will be $30.
Guests are invited to bring their own
snacks. “DJ Ed” will provide musi-
cal entertainment, featuring the
sounds of the 1950s. For tickets or
more information, visit the
Kenilworth Veterans Center or call
(908) 276-9769.

Library Friends Highlight
Programs For Youngsters

WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library will
sponsor various children’s programs
in February and March. These pro-
grams are open to Westfield Memo-
rial Library patrons and their chil-
dren. Individuals may register for the
programs online at wmlnj.org. The
library is located at 550 East Broad
Street.

“Aesop’s Tales Puppet Show,” open
to children ages 4 and older, will be
featured on Saturday, February 5,
from 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. An adult
must attend with each child.

“Beverly Friend Tells Native
American Tales” is scheduled for
Saturday, February 12, from 10:30 to
11:15 a.m. Ms. Friend, a member of
the Cherokee Sand Hill People, will
present traditional tales told in an
interactive way. This program will be
open to children ages 3½ and older
accompanied by an adult.

Families may attend “Night Sky –
Listen and View” either on Tuesday,

February 22, or Wednesday, Febru-
ary 23, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. During
this program, presented by Amateur
Astronomers, Inc., participants will
learn about outer space and view the
moon, planets, stars and constella-
tions through a telescope. It will be
open to children in the elementary
grades accompanied by an adult.

“Nina Music!” is set for Saturday,
March 5, from 10:30 to 11:15 a.m.
Nina Peterson uses rhythm to get
children excited about singing. This
program is open to children ages 3
and older, accompanied by an adult.

“Close Encounters with Birds of
Prey” will be offered on Saturday,
March 12, from 10:30 to 11:15 a.m.
Rebecca Lesko from The Delaware
Valley Raptor Center will bring a
raptor and present an interactive pro-
gram about hawks and owls. This
program is open to children ages 2½
and older accompanied by an adult.

“Pond Lives” is set for Saturday,
March 26, from 10:30 to 11:15 a.m.
“Snakes-n-Scales” will return to show
what kind of animals live in ponds,
both local and far away. This pro-
gram is open to children ages 3 and
older accompanied by an adult.

POLICE BLOTTER

Garwood Library Offers
Large-Print, Audio Books

GARWOOD – In response to the
growing population of people who
can benefit from using large-print
and audio books, the Garwood Pub-
lic Library has recently expanded its
collections.

Although large-print titles have
been widely regarded for the benefits
they provide to individuals with vi-
sion problems, they also can benefit
young people who are reluctant read-
ers; anyone with dyslexia or other
learning disabilities, and those who
simply prefer the ease of reading a
larger type face.

Large-print titles are available for
all ages at the Garwood Public Li-
brary, with most being in a 16 point
font, which is approved by the Na-
tional Association for the Visually
Handicapped (NAVH). The library’s
titles include a broad range of genres,
including mysteries, historical fic-
tion, non-fiction, thrillers and biog-
raphies, as well as general fiction.

The library’s recently expanded
audio book collection is geared to
those who do not have the opportu-
nity to read but could listen to a book
while commuting, walking the dog,
working at their desk, exercising or
enjoying quiet time at home. Again,
the genres range from fiction to non-
fiction, bestsellers to classics. There
also is an extensive collection of ju-
venile selections.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Third Av-
enue and Walnut Street, behind the
Lincoln School complex. Hours of
operation are Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday, 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Saturday, 9
a.m. to 1 p.m.

The library can be reached at (908)
789-1670 and via e-mail at
garwoodlibrary@gmail.com. For in-
formation about the library and its
varied programs, visit the library’s
website, youseemore.com/garwood.

WE WANT YOU…Full-day Kindergarten students Alex Canada, Mariana
Morin and Ethan Stack invite families to join them for the Open House event at
Holy Trinity Interparochial School’s Mountainside Campus this Sunday, Janu-
ary 30, at 10:30 a.m. This will start the weeklong celebration of Catholic Schools
Week, this year featuring the theme of “Catholic Schools – A+ for America.”
Registration will be held that day for the kindergarten, full-day PreK-4Plus,
PreK-4, PreK-3 and the Two-and-a-Half classes. Classrooms will be open and
faculty will be available to answer questions about the curriculum, the academic
program and the full range of after-school enrichment classes.

Single Jewish Friends
Set Sunday Luncheon
AREA – The Circle of Single Jew-

ish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat Luncheon this Sunday, January
30, at noon at Bertucci’s Italian Res-
taurant, located at 899 St. Georges
Avenue in Woodbridge. The cost is
$3 plus the price of a meal off the
menu and tip. Interested persons are
asked to respond by calling Roberta
at (908) 668-8450.
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Health Dept. Reveals
Dates For Programs

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Re-
gional Health Department and Over-
look Hospital will sponsor health
education and screening programs at
the Westfield Municipal Building,
located at 425 East Broad Street.

A respiratory screening will be held
on Thursday, February 24, from 10
a.m. to noon. A colorectal education
program will be offered on Thursday,
March 24, also from 10 a.m. to noon.
There will be no charge for either of
these programs, but pre-registration
is required. A copy of the results will
be issued to each participant.

For more information, call Cus-
tomer Service, Community Health
Department, Overlook Hospital at 1-
(800) 247-9580 or (908) 789-4070,
extension no. 4074, Monday through
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

The Westfield Regional Health De-
partment serves residents in the towns
of Westfield, Springfield, Garwood,
Fanwood, Roselle Park, New Provi-
dence, Mountainside and Summit.

Historical Society Schedules
Bus Trip to Mohegan Sun

KENILWORTH – The Kenilworth
Historical Society will host a bus trip
to Mohegan Sun Casino in Uncasville,
Conn. on Saturday, February 26.

The bus will depart at 8 a.m. from
St. Theresa’s School parking lot, lo-
cated at 540 Washington Avenue in
Kenilworth, and return at approxi-
mately 9 p.m. The $49 cost includes
motor coach transportation, an ap-
proximate six-hour visit to the casino,
which additionally houses a variety of
distinctive shops and popular restau-
rants; a $10 coupon for free bets and a
coupon for a complimentary buffet or
$10 food credit. There will be compli-
mentary door prizes on the trip.

Gift certificates are available for
the Mohegan Sun bus trip and for
other 2011 Kenilworth Historical
Society events, as well as for en-
graved commemorative pavers in the
“Kenilworth Heritage Walkway” at
Kenilworth’s Oswald J. Nitschke

House.
Proceeds from all such fund-rais-

ing activities will benefit the
Kenilworth Historical Society’s on-
going project to restore the 19th-
century Nitschke House and trans-
form it into a “living history” mu-
seum and cultural arts center.

The Kenilworth Historical Society
is an independent, non-profit, tax-
exempt organization dedicated to the
research, preservation and interpre-
tation of local history and culture.

For further information and reser-
vations, call (908) 709-0391 or (908)
709-0434. As space is limited, it is
suggested that reservations be made
early to ensure availability.
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Needle Nite Session
Set For February 4

FANWOOD – The monthly
Needle Nite program will take place
on Friday, February 4, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church’s Westminster Hall on
Marian Avenue.

A new quilt project will be intro-
duced and the material will be avail-
able. Those people who are finish-
ing this year’s quilts will have time
to work on them.

“We have to have a count and
description of the finished quilts for
the Harvest Quilters Show in March,”
said Pat Lake and Nancy Bassman,
Needle Nite co-chairwomen. “There
were 37 finished quilts at the last
count, toward a goal of 40.”

The knit and crochet circle of women
will continue working on the various
projects they make for newborns, area
nursing homes and those needing the
extra care of a prayer shawl.

Donated materials used end up in
many forms that benefit the charities
that receive them. Needle Nite partici-
pants can then use their newly learned
skills at home. For further information
about these projects or directions to
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
contact the church office at (908) 889-
8891 or fanwoodpress@erols.com.

Westfield
Wednesday, January 19, Jerome V.

Davion, 54, of Rahway was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Woodbridge criminal war-
rant in the amount of $686 and an out-
standing Elizabeth traffic warrant in
the amount of $580. He was processed
and turned over to the Woodbridge
Police Department.

Wednesday, January 19, a burglary
was reported at a residence on the 500
block of Alden Avenue, during which
the master bedroom was ransacked be-
fore an alarm system was triggered.
Nothing was reported stolen at the time
of the report.

Thursday, January 20, a burglary was
reported at a residence on the 1500
block of Rahway Avenue. Several sacks
containing rare coins valued at between
$50,000 and $60,000 were reported sto-
len from a second-floor master bed-
room. An iPod nano also was taken
from the residence.

Saturday, January 22, Mohammad
Salmy, 50, of Jersey City was arrested
at South and Central Avenues on an
outstanding Newark warrant. He was
processed and released after posting
$300 bail.

Saturday, January 22, Omar Al Amin,
22, of Westfield was arrested after turn-
ing himself in at Westfield police head-
quarters on an outstanding Westfield
warrant. He was processed and released
on $80 bail.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, January 19, Esther

Rodriquez, 20, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with second degree
endangering the welfare of a child and
third degree assault by auto.

According to police, the charges stem
from a December 1, 2010 motor vehicle
accident, which occurred at the inter-
section of Terrill and Cushing Roads.
At the time of the accident, Rodriquez
was driving a 2007 Mercedes Benz on
Terrill Road at a high rate of speed
without her lights on when she struck
another vehicle, causing serious bodily
injury to the other driver. Also injured
was her 2-year-old daughter, who was
not properly restrained in a child safety
seat, police said.

Her daughter sustained serious bodily
injury, with injuries to her head, face,
chest and legs, authorities reported. Ac-
cording to police, Rodriquez was is-
sued multiple motor vehicle summonses
at the scene, including ones for reckless
driving and driving without her lights
on. The Scotch Plains Police
Department’s detective bureau and traf-
fic bureau continued the investigation
and determined that Rodriquez was driv-
ing while under the influence of mari-
juana, police said. She was transported
to Scotch Plains police headquarters,
where she was processed and turned
over to the Union County jail after she
failed to post bail set at $50,000. Chief
Brian Mahoney stated that the charges
were delayed while police continued to
gather statements and awaited forensic
results from the Union County lab.

Wednesday, January 19, a business
owner on Westfield Avenue reported that,
sometime overnight, someone removed
an iron bench valued at approximately
$200 from the front of his business.

Wednesday, January 19, a resident
of Tussel Lane reported that a
houseguest removed her computer
printer, valued at approximately $56.

Thursday, January 20, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that, sometime
over the last two weeks, someone re-
moved a motor vehicle that was parked
in his driveway. According to police, the
victim was out of state during that time.

Thursday, January 20, Lucio Cortes-
Reyes, 34, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI), after an officer responded
to a report of a motor vehicle accident
on Route 22. According to police,
Cortes-Reyes fled the scene and was
found walking several blocks from
where the accident occurred. The of-
ficer smelled the strong odor of alcohol
on his breath. Cortes-Reyes was placed
under arrest after he failed multiple
field sobriety tests, police said. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Plainfield residents Sergio Meza, 24,
and Romualdo Cortes, 38, both passen-
gers in Cortes-Reyes’ vehicle, also were
arrested and charged with obstruction
of justice. According to police, the men
fled the scene and tried to hide. They
were caught several blocks away and,
after being arrested, were transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released.

Friday, January 21, a resident of Coles
Avenue reported being the victim of
fraud after someone opened a credit
card in her name and made several
hundred dollars worth of purchases
without her authorization.

Friday, January 21, Adaliria Debaena,
56, of Elizabeth was arrested on a $153
outstanding warrant issued by the
Garwood Court after a motor vehicle
stop on Raritan Road. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Saturday, January 22, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported being the
victim of fraud after someone purchased
a cell phone, valued at approximately
$138, online without her authorization.

Saturday, January 22, Doland Harper,
46, of Irvington was arrested on an $89
outstanding warrant issued by the
Irvington Court after a motor vehicle
stop on Park Avenue. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Saturday, January 22, Scott Johndro,
34, of Linden was arrested and charged
with DWI after an officer responded to
a report of a motor vehicle accident on
Lamberts Mill Road. According to po-
lice, while speaking with the driver, the
officer detected a strong odor of alco-
hol. Johndro was placed under arrest
after he failed multiple field sobriety
tests. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Saturday, January 22, Jafferd
Marable, 23, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with disorderly conduct
after an officer responded to a Park
Avenue bar on a report of a patron who
was highly intoxicated. According to
police, while speaking with Marable,

he became uncooperative and tried to
leave the area. He was placed under
arrest and transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Fanwood
Wednesday, January 12, Steven

Webb, 36, of Plainfield and Joseph
Prince, 48, of Scotch Plains were both
arrested on outstanding warrants fol-
lowing a report of two suspicious indi-
viduals in the area of Midway Avenue
and Tillotson Road. According to po-
lice, Webb was processed, posted bail
and was released, while Prince was
processed and turned over to the
Piscataway Police Department.

Wednesday, January 12, Fred
Mitchell, 45, of Newark was arrested
following a report of two suspicious
individuals in the area of a vacant resi-
dence on Staggard Place. According to
police, the two claimed to be construc-
tion workers hired by the homeowner.
A subsequent check of Mitchell’s cre-
dentials revealed the warrant out of
Newark. Mitchell was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Thursday, January 13, Marina
Kravets, 56, of Staten Island, N.Y. was
arrested on an outstanding Fanwood
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
the 500 block of North Avenue. She
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Thursday, January 13, LTD Hannah,
32, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Middlesex County warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Helen
Street. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and turned over
to the Middlesex County Sheriff’s De-
partment.

Friday, January 14, Marvan Palmer,
II, 26, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of drug para-
phernalia following a motor vehicle stop
on the 200 block of South Avenue. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released with a summons.

Friday, January 14, Dean Laster, 28,
of Cliffside Park was arrested on an
outstanding Weehawken warrant fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Saturday, January 15, Kyle Harvin,
34, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
following a motor vehicle stop at Sec-
ond Street and LaGrande Avenue. Ac-
cording to police, he failed multiple so-
briety tests at the scene and was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released to a responsible party.

Saturday, January 15, Catherine
Rucinski, 22, of Berkeley Heights was
arrested and charged with DWI after a
motor vehicle accident at Midway and
North Avenues. According to police,
she failed multiple field sobriety tests
at the scene and was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased to a responsible party.

Monday, January 17, Bernardo
Crespo, 22, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of Plainfield
after a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Tuesday, January 18, a resident of
the 100 block of Vinton Circle reported
that someone burglarized his residence
sometime between Sunday, January 16,
after 10 a.m. and Tuesday, January 18,
before 7:45 a.m. According to police,
two laptop computers were removed.

Tuesday, January 18, Jessica Will-
iams, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding South Orange warrant
following a motor vehicle stop on the
100 block of South Avenue. She was
transported to headquarters, processed
and released.

Friday, January 21, Ahmed Ahmed,
51, of Chatham was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Newark af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Saturday, January 22, Fausto Garzon,
20, of Fanwood was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS) after he
approached an officer from behind while
the officer was investigating a suspi-
cious parked motor vehicle in the 10
block of Paul Place. According to po-
lice, the officer asked Garzon to re-
move his hands from his front pockets
and, when he did, the CDS fell to the
ground. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
with a summons.

Saturday, January 22, Thomas
Lepano, 42, of Fanwood was arrested
on an outstanding Garwood warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Mountainside
Wednesday, January 19, Morris A.

Dozier, 52, of Newark was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after being
picked up at the Elizabeth Police De-
partment.

Thursday, January 20, a resident of
Short Drive came into police headquar-
ters to report that he was the victim of
fraud after he discovered two fraudulent
transactions on his on-line banking state-
ments. According to police, both trans-
actions were debit withdrawals, with the
first being in the amount of $2,000 and
the second in the amount of $3,500.

After speaking to a representative at
the bank, it was confirmed that the
illegal transactions were made over the
phone, at which time the suspect gave
personal information about the victim,
including his driver’s license number,
to the bank employee, police said. The
compromised account was closed and
the incident is under investigation.

Friday, January 21, a 16-year-old ju-
venile was arrested after an officer ob-
served him running from a party. Ac-
cording to police, the officer observed a
bulge in the front of the teen’s sweatshirt
and asked him to stop. The juvenile was
uncooperative, authorities said, and when
the officer looked inside the youth’s
sweatshirt, he found a bottle of vodka.
While being processed at police head-
quarters following his arrest, the juve-
nile was able to slip out of the handcuffs
and was attempting to escape from the
booking room, authorities said. He was
released to his father, who was advised
of charges to follow.


