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The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

“ We first selected Dr. Merriman based on her professional expertise and proven 
excellence in the field of dentistry but have remained loyal patients that have 
referred many of our friends and neighbors to her because of the positive rela-
tionship and genuine interest both she and her staff have extended to us. It is 
rare to find a subject matter expert who also makes the effort to get to know you 
as a person. Dr. Merriman seeks to provide this extraordinary experience to each 
of her patients.” 

— Heidi Guest, patient, CEO and President of The Guest Experience 

We are proud of our reputation of competence and compassion and  
invite you to call our unique practice for an appointment. 

Improving the Lives of Our Patients

SUNITA 
MERRIMAN, DDS

General and Aesthetic 
Enhancing Dentistry

FEBRUARY 2011 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am - 9 pm  Fri and Sat 9:30 am - 5 pm   

Sunday 1:00 - 5:00 pm  CLOSED 2/21 FOR PRESIDENTS’ DAY

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN  

2/2  7:00 pm Fiction Book Club: Their Eyes Were Watching God

2/4  1:30 pm TGIF! Travel Scandinavia (video) 

2/5  1:30 pm Computer Class: Beginning Power Point (beginner) 

2/9  7:00 pm Human Trafficking 101 

2/11  1:30 pm TGIF! Nat King Cole (video) 

2/14 10:00 am Computer Class: Google Docs (advanced level) 

2/16  7:00 pm Author Diane Meier: A Season of Second Chances

2/17 10:00 am Computer Class: Beginning Word (beginner level) 

2/18  1:30 pm TGIF! Sarah Vaughan (video) 

2/23  7:00 pm Storyteller Julie Pasqual tells African-American tales 

2/25  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: “For Me and My Gal” 

2/1, 8, 15, 22  2:00 pm Toddler Time (babies & toddlers up to 3 years) 

2/2, 9, 16, 23 10:00 am Toddler Time (babies & toddlers up to 3 years) 

2/2, 7, 9, 14, 16, 28  3:30 pm Homework Help (grades K-5) 

2/2  6:45 pm Scavenger Hunt (grades 2, 3, 4) 

2/4, 11, 18, 25 10:00 am Tots’ Storytime (2½ to 3½ years) 

2/4, 11, 18, 25  3:45 pm Big Kids’ Club (elementary schoolers) 

2/5 10:00 am Grupo ñ Spanish Language Storytime (up to 6 years) 

2/5 10:30 am  Aesop’s Tales and Puppet Show (4+ years)  

2/7, 14, 28 10:00 am Preschool Storytime (3½ to 5 years) 

2/12 10:30 am Native American Tales by Beverly Friend (3½+ years)  

2/22 (overcast date 
2/23) 

 6:30 pm Night Sky—Listen and View (elementary schoolers) 

How This Newspaper Helps Advertisers …

With a Strong Hand
We’re newspaper people, with our ears to the ground and
strength in our hand.

For a long time it has been our job to meet the people of our
area – in their homes, work, schools, churches and in their
civic and social activities. It has been our job to understand
their needs and desires; to report their joys and sorrows.

Few know this area and its people better than us. Many
merchants look to this background of experience and
understanding for assistance in reaching their audience most
effectively. It is an unusually strong hand to their
merchandising efforts – as well as an effective source for
information and advice.

Let us show you how the combination of this experience
and audited circulation facts can help you get maximum
results from your sales messages.

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

The Westfield Leader

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

NJEA, School Union Calls Voucher
Legislation Approval A Travesty

TRENTON — Barbara Keshishian,
president of the New Jersey Education
Association (NJEA), said last week’s ap-
proval of a $1-billion private school
voucher bill by a New Jersey Senate
committee is “an educational travesty.”

She said S-1872, sponsored by Sens.
Raymond Lesniak (D-Elizabeth) and Tom
Kean Jr. (R-Westfield), would direct at
least a quarter of its funding to families of
students already attending private schools.

“How does giving hundreds of mil-
lions of tax dollars to students already
attending private schools help children in
public schools?” she asked. “In addition
to being a giveaway to private schools, S-
1872 would punish special education stu-
dents while using public funds to bail out
financially failing religious schools.”

Ms. Keshishian cited an article by Sen.
Lesniak on NJ.com in which he called S-
1872 “landmark legislation aimed at noth-
ing less than stopping the collapse of
faith-based schools in this state.”

“The bill, approved by the Senate Bud-
get and Appropriations Committee, paves
the way for a five-year pilot school
voucher program – the first in the state’s
history. It would allow up to 40,000 stu-
dents in 13 pilot districts to receive vouch-
ers worth up to $11,000 per year to attend
private and religious schools, Ms.
Keshishian said. “At a time when our
public schools have suffered more than a
billion dollars in cuts by the state, S-1872
would send up to another billion tax dol-
lars to unaccountable private and reli-
gious schools. That’s an educational trav-
esty.”

According to the NJEA, the bill essen-
tially says “do not apply” to the parents of
special education students, who make up
about a fifth of all students in the 13 pilot
districts. It would require them to sign a
waiver acknowledging they have no right
to special education services.

“This skews the cost of the program,
by allowing only students who are less
expensive to educate to move to private
schools, while leaving more expensive
students with special needs in the public
schools – which will have fewer re-
sources,” Ms. Keshishian said.

“This bill is also unaccountable,” she
added, “because the private schools it
will benefit do not have to hire New
Jersey certified teachers, administer state
achievement tests to all students, or even
report overall academic results. And, by
refusing to educate special needs stu-
dents, these schools will be allowed to
‘cherry pick’ students, leaving the most
challenging and expensive-to-educate
special needs children for the public

schools to educate.”
Ms. Keshishian expressed outrage at

last-minute comments before the com-
mittee by Acting State Commissioner of
Education Rochelle Hendricks, who was
harshly critical of education in the state’s
urban districts.

“No one questions the need to improve
student achievement in some of our
schools, but it is mind-boggling that she
could criticize the teachers and students
in urban districts when it has been her
responsibility – and the direct responsi-
bility of the New Jersey Department of
Education – to directly oversee a number
of those districts,” Ms. Keshishian said.
“By every measure, this bill is bad policy.
But that didn’t stop this committee from
giving it the go-ahead. It’s another sad
day for public education in New Jersey.”

School and Municipal
Assoc. Tax Forum

TRENTON – The New Jersey School
Boards Association (NJSBA) and New
Jersey State League of Municipalities will
sponsor an all-day event on Saturday, Jan.
29, designed to help local officials control
costs and direct limited revenue to critical
operations. Called “Collaborating on Real
Solutions to the 2 Percent Cap,” the pro-
gram will offer sessions on shared ser-
vices, controlling labor costs and success-
ful partnerships among school districts
and municipalities.

A statutory 2-percent limit on increases
in school district, municipal and county
property tax levies goes into effect this
year. The program will provide informa-
tion and resources on methods to work
within the cap while preserving the qual-
ity of essential services.

Dean James Hughes of the Bloustein
School at Rutgers University will deliver
the keynote address. Afterward, local
officials will participate in seven sessions
on topics, such as “School Budget 101,”
“Leveraging Economies of Scale and
Shared Services for Information Tech-
nology,” and “The State of the Unions:
Labor Relations.”

Innovative school-municipal partner-
ships in Woodbridge and Lyndhurst will
also be highlighted in separate sessions.
More than 200 local school and munici-
pal officials are expected to attend.

The program will start at 9 a.m. (regis-
tration, 8:30 a.m.) at the War Memorial
Auditorium in Trenton. For more infor-
mation, contact Frank Belluscio, NJSBA,
at (609) 278-5202 or Bill Dressel, New
Jersey League of Municipalities, at (609)
695-3481, ext. 122.

Bramnick Introduces Bill To
Criminalize Internet Impersonation

WESTFIELD – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-Westfield) has introduced
legislation that would make it a crime to
impersonate an individual on the Internet
or by other electronic methods. The bill
would make it a third-degree offense if a
person utilizes the Internet or other elec-
tronic practices with the specific intent
on threatening, intimidating or defraud-
ing another individual.

Internet impersonation has become
more prevalent in recent years with the
popularity of Facebook and other social
networking sites, Asm. Bramnick said.
Recently, two Florida girls were charged
with creating a fake Facebook profile of
a classmate to humiliate her.

In District 21, constituent complaints
have increased on this critical problem,
he said. Among them, a mother reported
her daughter was harassed by an indi-
vidual claiming to be her best friend.

“We must rein in fraud on the Internet.
Along with Anti-Phishing legislation
passed in December, this bill will help
impose real consequences to illegal activ-
ity not only on the Internet, but also by any
other electronic medium,” Asm. Bramnick
said. “These are real threats to the safety of
our residents that often happen within the
confines of our own homes. Under this
measure, New Jerseyans will be protected
from attacks on their identities for a safer
environment in the digital age.”

I  S a w  Y o u r  A d  I n  T h e  W e s t f i e l d  L e a d e r

When sworn in to serve as your mayor,
I took an oath to “bear true faith and
allegiance to the [Constitution of the
United States].” I did not merely recite
these words, I live by them. Accordingly,
I hold dear and will defend the right of
every citizen to exercise their First
Amendment rights of expression. It is
essential to our freedom that the views
and opinions of our citizens be heard and
respected. For this reason, I reserve re-
sponding to letters-to the-editor to only
those occasions where the gross misrep-
resentation of or sheer absence of fact
may serve as a detriment to the public. It
is, therefore, incumbent upon me to re-
spond to Mr. Kasko’s letter to the editor
in the January 11, 2011 edition of The
Westfield Leader.

To be sure, there is no conspiracy to
construct a pedestrian activated cross-
walk. In brief, after a comprehensive and
effective process that included public
outreach and the expertise of a traffic-
engineering consultant, the Town of
Westfield appealed to the County of Union
for the installation of a pedestrian acti-
vated crosswalk across a busy county
roadway. I thank the county for respond-
ing to our appeal.

In his letter, former Westfield police
officer Gregory Kasko makes several ref-
erences to a 36-page report marked pre-
liminary and entitled “Traffic Calming
and Safety Improvements for Eight Lo-
cations” dated July 26, 2005, prepared by
Gordon Meth, P.E., PTOE, who at the
time was employed by the consulting
engineering firm retained by the Town of
Westfield, Keller and Kirkpatrick.

By Mr. Kasko’s own account, this pre-
liminary report confirms that the Westfield
Town Council moved pro-actively with
respect to traffic and pedestrian safety
issues in the town, confirms that the town
council retained an outside consulting firm
to complement our in-house professional
staff and provide expertise to the town
council, confirmed that the town conducted
several public outreach meetings to hear
of residents’ concerns and to gather ideas,
confirmed that the town kept an open mind
in finding effective ways to address the hot
spot issues, and confirmed that Central
Avenue is under the jurisdiction of Union
County.

Mr. Kasko cherry picks through the
July 26, 2005 report in an apparent at-
tempt to infer some sort of transgression
on the part of the town because one of the
eight traffic hot spots was referred to as
Central and Clover in the report. The fact
of the matter is that Central Avenue and
Clover Street was indeed the hot spot and
the intersection under study, so it is abso-
lutely appropriate for the preliminary re-
port to refer to that location as such. As
that same report indicates, the town was
looking for ways to address a multitude
of issues in that area, most notably, par-
ents’ concerns about their children cross-
ing Central Avenue, not only enroute to
and from school, but for social and recre-
ational activities as well, and residents’
concerns about cut-through traffic that
could be induced by a traffic signal at the
exact intersection. So, is the answer to
further complicate the existing intersec-
tion or is the answer to reroute the pedes-
trian activity away from the intersection
to reduce conflict points, install a pedes-
trian activated signal, and take the neces-
sary action (Cul-de-sac) to prevent mo-

Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the

newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information 

and exciting extras!  Order your copies today!

Please contact cd@goleader.com

or call us at (908) 232-4407

 Visit our website at www.goleader.com

supersearch

By Andrew Skibitsky
Mayor of Westfield

torists from using residential side streets
as cut-throughs?

Mr. Kasko then tries to draw a correla-
tion between the June 22, 2005 public
outreach meeting and the June 23, 2005
date on a drawing included in the July 26,
2005 report showing the then proposed
crosswalk opposite the then proposed
Cul-de-sac at Cambridge Road. Mr.
Kasko, who did not attend any of the
meetings, falsely alleges that the new
pedestrian activated crosswalk had never
been discussed prior to June 22. He also
failed to disclose that all the drawings
(there are 6 of them) relating to all the hot
spots discussed at the June 22, 2005 meet-
ing, were dated June 23, 2005 in the July
26, 2005 report.

Next, Mr. Kasko leaps ahead three
years to 2008, referencing the report pre-
pared by the consulting firm retained by
the county, the Louis Berger Group, en-
titled, “Pedestrian Signal Between the
intersection of Central Avenue with Clo-
ver Street and Roger Avenue.” He relays
that, “All the pedestrian and automatic
traffic recorder counts were at the cross-
walk North of Cambridge Road” which
he notes is located at Central and Clover.
Of course the pedestrian and traffic counts
had to be taken at Central and Clover.
This is where the problem existed and
where the pedestrians actually crossed at
the time. Where else would you take
these counts?

Mr. Kasko concludes: “I suggest to
you that the reports never mention the
present placement. During all the public
outreach and the written reports of the
town and county, no one is informed that
the present location was considered.” Not
true. Earlier, when Mr. Kasko fast for-
warded from July 2005 to 2008, he zipped
right by September 13, 2005 and missed
the public presentation on all eight hot
spots by the town’s consultant, Mr. Meth,
at the town council meeting on that date.
In addition to the public outreach meet-
ings, the public had the opportunity to
attend this meeting and ask questions.
Included in the presentation, which was
filmed and broadcast several times on
TV36, was the proposal to address the
Central Ave. and Clover St. “in conjunc-
tion with the Union County Central Av-
enue Project.”

In his letter, Mr. Kasko writes: “For
reasons presently unknown, Mr. Meth
will not respond to questions and we are
left with numerous inquiries resulting
from silence.” What questions, Mr. Kasko,
and from who? To be clear, Mr. Meth is
a professional consultant employed by
and assigned by the engineering firm
retained by the Town of Westfield. He is
not a town employee nor is he an elected
official. He answers to the town council
as a whole. The town hires outside con-
sultants for their objectivity and expertise
in specific matters. Mr. Meth answered
all questions presented to him at the time
his firm was retained by the town for the
eight hot spots project. He attended pub-
lic outreach meetings, attended council
committee meetings, conferred with the

town professionals to gather informa-
tion, and presented his recommendations
on all eight hot spots at a public council
meeting.

In fast forwarding to 2008, Mr. Kasko
also zipped right by November of 2006
when the County of Union issued a “Re-
quest for Proposal (“RFP”) for profes-
sional engineering services for the Inter-
section Improvement Project, Central
Avenue Corridor. The RFP clearly states
that the scope of work for this project
includes a: “New Pedestrian signal be-
tween the intersections of Central Av-
enue with Clover Street and Roger Av-
enue” and “Design construction plans to
dead-end both Cambridge Road and
Belmar Terrace where they cross Central
Avenue.”

Mr. Kasko acknowledges that the
county hired its own consulting firm, the
Louis Berger Group, in 2008 to “study
the problem,” but in his letter-to-the-
editor the only information from the re-
port he chooses to refer to is the reference
to “Central and Clover.” Here’s the infor-
mation from the county’s report that was
most compelling to me: “Field visits re-
veal that within the vicinity of Clover
Street and Roger Avenue, area elemen-

tary (Jefferson Elementary) school and
play ground are located, elementary
school children are of special concern
regarding their interaction with motor-
ized vehicles. Children are less able to
make such judgments, being less atten-
tive to their surroundings. A child’s diffi-
culty at determining a safe time to cross a
busy street is compounded at a corner
where the child must keep track of two
directions of traffic and side street cars
turning into the pathway.”

Let’s review. The Town of Westfield
identified a traffic “hot spot.” It con-
ducted public outreach meetings to hear
residents’ concerns and hired an outside
consulting firm to provide objective, ex-
pert advice. The town sought to simulta-
neously address two main issues – the
safety of children using the crosswalk
and the elimination of the use of residen-
tial side streets as cut-throughs. The town
reached out to the county as Central Ave.
is a county roadway. The county hired
their own consulting firm. Both the town’s
and the county’s independent consultants
reached similar conclusions. The county
then designed, funded and installed the
current pedestrian activated crosswalk,
and recently installed the most modern
signal technology available (the
“HAWK”). This is truly a fine example of
two levels of government working to-
gether to best serve their mutual constitu-
ents. I look forward to the county activat-
ing “the HAWK.”

Andy Skibtsky
Westfield Mayor

Mayor cont.Westfield Mayor
Gross Misrepresentation,
Sheer Abscence of Fact


