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Letters to
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

Pancake Supporters
Given Thanks

The Westfield Community Center
was delighted to serve our annual
Martin Luther King, Jr. Pancake
Breakfast this past Monday, January
17. Both longtime supporters and new
friends joined us for hot pancakes
and a great time of conversation.

We would like to thank those who
made donations of time, service and
money during the event. For several
years now, our annual breakfast has
been successful with the help of com-
munity volunteers and our Westfield
Community Center board of direc-
tors. Contributions go to help support
the Westfield Community Center’s
programs, including those that serve
seniors and children.

For more information on the
Westfield Community Center, visit
us online at:
westfieldcommunitycenter.org, or
call (908) 232-4759.

Christopher Beck
President, Westfield Community

Center Board of Directors

Resident Is Pleased
TV36 Sound Is Fixed
Thank you for publishing my letter

in the paper [January 13, 2011]. The
[Westfield] mayor’s office called me
on Friday and said that they were
working on the problem, but that
Comcast had told them it was some-
thing they have been and still are
working on to correct.

I then ran across Chef Martone in
ShopRite last week, and introduced
myself to him and he said he was also
working on the problem and was go-
ing to contact the mayor, but was
happy to hear it was a Comcast prob-
lem.

Well tonight, January 21 at 6 p.m.,
I turned to Channel 36 and the sound
was wonderful. No need to adjust the
hearing level and now Channels 34,
35 and 36 are all equal in sound.
Thank you for your assistance.

Sally Van Why
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Eremacausis – A slow combustion

or oxidation of organic matter in the
presence of air and water

2. Trumeau – A pillar which supports
the arch of a double door or opening

3. Cyesiology – The branch of physiol-
ogy that deals with pregnancy

4. Infundibuliform – Having the shape
of a funnel

ZAYAT
1. A resting place for travelers in Burma
2. A reception room for foreigners
3. A toll for passage through a forest
4. A looking glass, small telescope

CAPH
1. A mangy, scabby animal
2. A pretender to learning; a quack
3. A snide remark
4. The eleventh letter of the Hebrew

alphabet
ABUNA

1. A slaughterhouse for cattle
2. An interpreter; translater
3. Head of the Christian church in

Abyssinia
4. A grave digger

CHIROPTERA
1. Pertaining to the hands and feet
2. The order of mammals such as the

bats
3. An extinct animal of the Triassic

Period, known only from its fossil foot-
prints

4. Pertaining to the business of writing

Town Must Listen to Residents on
Traffic Decisions in Future

Trade Restrictions on Foreign Cars
Impede Individual Purchase Rights

“Twinkle, twinkle traffic light,
Round the corner shining bright. Red
means stop, Green means go, Yellow
means very, very slow. Twinkle,
twinkle traffic light, Round the cor-
ner shining bright.” (Traffic Light
Song Tune: Twinkle Twinkle Little
Star (downloaded from the Internet).

The key word in the nursery rhyme
is “corner.” Common sense is that a
traffic light is at a corner. We have to
stop paying for “advice” from those
who take us for fools for paying for
ridiculous suggestions. Everything
you needed to know about life you
learned in kindergarten. Put advice
up to the test, and if it doesn’t make

sense go the other way.
We see that the traffic lights in mid

block on Central Avenue remain cov-
ered and not in use. It is time to admit
a mistake and remove them to a cor-
ner location. This is a little more
difficult now that the traffic advisers
also eliminated many corners and
made cul-de-sacs out of streets that
had access to Central Avenue. There
have to be wiser heads in Westfield
than those making ridiculous deci-
sions. It is time to listen to the citi-
zens.

Marlene Oslick
Westfield

There are people in the U.S. that
are connoisseurs of wines, art, food,
music, books, movies and more. Me?
I regard myself to be a connoisseur of
cars and trucks. I love all kinds of
motor vehicles: classics, multi make,
domestic and foreign.

Awhile back, I was looking at pic-
tures that were taken from the New
York Auto Show on the new line of
cars and trucks for 2011. They were
all interesting and looked to be well
built. Nevertheless, I felt that there
were some vehicles that were miss-
ing from the presentation. Two days
later, I looked at the vehicles that
were presented from an auto sow in
Geneva, Switzerland. Sure enough, I
was correct.

At this time, there are vehicles that
are not allowed to be sold in U.S.
markets. Cars and trucks like the Fiat
Bravo, the 4X4 Fiat Panda, the 4X4
Renault Duster, Renault Ménage,

Renault Master, the Alfa Romero
Spider, the Gulietta and some others.
This is primarily due to the fact that
there are restrictions on free trade. I
find these restrictions not only ri-
diculous and wrong, but an impedi-
ment to the right of a person to pur-
chase an item or product of his or her
choosing.

These trade restrictions are in place
to please unions like the United Auto
Workers, and in my view, to please
Detroit’s big three automakers: Gen-
eral Motors, Chrysler and Ford from
competition. This is sad. Looking at
these vehicles, I feel that if these car
companies were allowed to place their
products in U.S. markets, the Ameri-
can public would go wild about them.
Alas, that is not the case as of now,
and it is all because of fear, which is
the cause of restrictions on free trade.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

Commentary

Musing on Legislative Districts
Presents Interesting Possibilities

Every 10 years New Jersey and other states change
the boundaries of their Congressional and Legislative
Districts to reflect changes in population in the latest
Census numbers. The endearing term for the process
is “gerrymandering.”

This is occurring now in New Jersey for the 40
legislative districts, will be complete by early spring
— and will be in effect for the upcoming primary and
General Election in November. Population shifts
southward and westward in the state will necessitate
that the lines are redrawn, though the number of
Legislative Districts will stay at 40 – each with a state
senator and two assemblypersons.

The process for redrawing New Jersey’s Congres-
sional seats will be completed by January 2012 and
will be in effect for the elections that year. New Jersey
is losing one Congressional seat (from 13 to 12), so
there is an intense scramble going on for a piece of the
shrinking pie.

This process is power politics at its best as both
Republicans and Democrats try to increase their
number of representatives, while each assures the
other regardless of the outcome that all the districts
are safe seats (uncompetitive). Both parties agree not
to commit heresy, i.e. – the door is slammed shut
against the possibility of a third party candidate. No
“Tea” for thee.

Rather than focusing entirely on population change,
we muse about whether the districts should be drawn
based on voter turnout. Maybe the districts should
reflect regional commonality, not snaking from the
Atlantic Ocean to the Delaware River to ensure the
political aims. Perhaps these districts should be more
competitive – not drawn simply to protect incum-
bents. Ninety-five percent of the incumbents get re-
elected. (“The Soprano” joke is that the other 5
percent get arrested).

For instance, in the 2007 State Senate races, Tom
Kean, Jr. (R) received 30,000 votes in his District 21
compared to Ray Lesniak (D) who garnered 10,000 in
his District 20. There were 135,000 registered voters
that year in Mr. Kean’s district compared to 85,000 in
Mr. Lesniak’s. Shouldn’t this mean that Kean’s vote
in the state senate is worth two to three times that of
Mr. Lesniak’s?

District 20 currently includes Elizabeth, Union,
Roselle and Kenilworth.

District 21 currently includes the Union County
towns of Berkeley Heights, Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence, Roselle Park, Spring-
field, Summit, and Westfield; Essex County’s
Millburn; Warren and Watchung from Somerset
County; and Chatham Township, Harding, Long Hill
and Madison from Morris County.

District 22 currently encompasses Clark, Fanwood,
Linden, Plainfield, Rahway, Scotch Plains, and

Winfield from Union County; Dunellen and Middlesex
Borough from Middlesex County; and Green Brook
and North Plainfield from Somerset County.

Looking back to the 1990s, District 21 consisted of
Kenilworth, Roselle Park, Springfield, Summit, Union
in Union County and the Essex County towns of
Caldwell, Cedar Grove, Essex Fells, Livingston,
Millburn, North Caldwell, Roseland and Verona.
District 22 included the Union County towns of
Berkeley Heights, Clark, Cranford, Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside, New Providence, Scotch
Plains, Westfield and Winfield; the Middlesex County
town of Dunellen; the Morris County communities of
Chatham and Long Hill, and Somerset County’s
Green Brook, North Plainfield, Warren and Watchung.

What are some of the possible scenarios for the new
gerrymandering?

Suppose Scotch Plains and Fanwood from District
22 and Kenilworth, Union and Clark from District 20
are moved into District 21 and some of the western
towns are moved out. It seems to make demographic
sense though this would put Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
(R-Westfield), Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-Westfield),
Asw. Nancy Munoz (R-Summit), Asw. Linda Stender
(D-Fanwood) and Asm. Joseph Cryan (D-Union) in
the same district.

Would this knock Asw. Stender and Asm. Cryan out
of the mix or snuff out Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr’s chances of rising? Moving Union Township
into District 21 would create a more competitive
district as Republican towns like Madison, Chatham
and Long Hill would be moved into neighboring
District 25, which already covers most of Morris
County.

Thus the above District 21 postulated would en-
compass Cranford, Clark, Fanwood, Garwood
Kenilworth, Mountainside, Roselle, Roselle Park,
Scotch Plains, Summit, Union and Westfield.

A revised District 22 could include Plainfield,
Rahway, Dunellen, Green Brook, Middlesex, North
Plainfield, Plainfield, Winfield and Woodbridge. If
so, who would be considered the incumbents —
Senator Joseph Vitale (D-Woodbridge) and Asm.
Jerry Green (D-Plainfield)?

District 20 could be arranged to encompass Eliza-
beth, Linden and Bayonne in Hudson County to get
the numbers up. This would put Senators Ray Lesniak
(D-Elizabeth) and Nick Scutari (D-Linden) in the
same district to duke it out.

In the final analysis, none of the above is likely to
happen. A lot of battles are in progress behind closed
doors to set the destiny for the next 10 years. This
year, the political parties have promised to hold
public meetings to receive input from the citizens.
Thus far, all of these public meetings have been
“rescheduled.”

How Are School Boards Crafting Their
Budgets for The Coming Year?

New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie this week said he would push
for changes in the state’s public school
aid formula to local boards’ of educa-
tion along restoring property tax re-
bates.

To deal with an $11-billion budget
shortfall last year that was not but-
tressed by $1 billion in federal educa-
tion stimulus aid as the previous year,
the Governor had to chop those items
in the budget. Wealthier suburban
towns received little, if any, state edu-
cation aid this year.

This coming year, BOE budgets
are in a mess and they have no reserve
funds. School board members are
conferring about what to do and hop-
ing to hear some good news about
state aid. They are also trying to adapt
to the property tax increase limit of
“not to exceed 2 percent” and the
caps on superintendent salaries. This

is a new experience for them and
many of the BOEs may have dug
themselves a hole by awarding un-
tenable, multi-year union contracts –
typically 4 percent raises com-
pounded yearly for three years or so
with unbridled health care arrange-
ments.

None of the BOEs and respective
local unions are in negotiations, to
our knowledge, to adjust the con-
tracts to the fiscal reality. It seems as
though both groups’ plans are limited
to cutting programs and personnel
layoffs.

BOEs must present their budgets
to the public by April.

The letter below describes Berke-
ley Heights school board’s view of
the matter. Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Summit, Cranford and other local
school boards must harbor similar
assessments.

Berkeley Heights Public Schools,
Budget Update December, 2010

“As the school budget season ap-
proaches, it’s important for everyone
to understand the context of our fi-
nancial situation. We are in an ex-
tremely difficult financial position,
due to a total loss of state aid (see
below) and the new 2 percent state-
mandated tax levy cap.

The purpose of this document is to
shed some light on the situation. Four
factors contributed to our current fi-
nancial condition with items 1and 2
below driving the majority of the
challenges we now face.

The two most common questions
we get asked are:

1) How did we get into this situa-
tion?, and

2) What will it mean to me?
The answer to the first question is

very straightforward; the latter one
isn’t nearly as clear cut.

Loss of $2.1 million of state aid for
the 2010-2011 school year due to
Governor Christie’s decision to re-
duce educational funding. All of the
state aid we normally receive was
eliminated.

2. Loss of $700,000 of state aid
from the 2009-2010 school year –
this was money that we had already
been promised during the previous
year’s budget process.

3. Tax levy cap of 2 percent for
2011-2012 school year – under which
all increases in salary, benefits, trans-
portation, utility, etc. items must be
funded.

4. Teacher’s contractual salary in-
crease of 4.1 percent was negotiated
before the district became aware of
the loss of our state aid and the 2
percent cap.

The way we “made up” for the loss
of the $2.8 million was to use our
available surplus to close the gap in

last year‘s budget (i.e. the $700,000
we were expecting) as well as apply
surplus to this year’s budget (i.e. to
make up for the $2.1 million state aid
we traditionally received).

Bottom line, we have no surplus
funds to apply to next year‘s budget.
Note that this year’s budget is over $1
million less than last year’s budget.
At this time it’s difficult to specifi-
cally address the other question,
“What will it mean to me?” That said,
we can share several actions that are
being considered. They include in-
creasing class size, reducing educa-
tional programs, reducing extracur-
ricular sports and activities, and
changes to courtesy busing to name a
few.

One thing we know for certain,
there will be fewer programs and less
teaching staff members next year than
there are this year. Unfortunately,
that is the harsh reality that we are
facing.

We encourage anyone who is inter-
ested in the budget development pro-
cess to attend the next two budget
meetings on January 6 and 20. On
January 6, we will discuss Columbia
Middle School, Governor Livingston
High School and the athletic pro-
gram. On January 20, we will discuss
special education, central office, tech-
nology, facilities and transportation.
Additionally, you can attend the board
of education meetings on January 13,
February l0 and March l0 to obtain
more information.”

Westfielder Proposes
Expanding Bar

Licenses in Town
Keith Hertell, a Westfield resident

and businessman, met with this news-
paper whereby he proposes for pub-
lication that the Westfield Town Coun-
cil expand the number of liquor li-
censes in Westfield. He said verbal
discussions on the matter with au-
thorities have received a positive re-
sponse.

He suggested it could work some-
thing like this: “Those currently hold-
ing limited licenses such as restau-
rants (Ferraro’s was used as an ex-
ample) would be offered by the town
to upgrade to full bar license for a fee
such as $300,000.” There are full bar
licenses currently: Echo Lake (a club
license, thus would have no issue),
Jolly Trolley (in bankrupt proceed-
ings), Jeffreys and 16 Prospect Street
Bistro.

Mr. Hertell said, perhaps, two up-
grades may occur providing the town
with $600,000 in much needed cash.

We Get
Suggestions
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