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Penalties Would Increase for
Those Attack Service Animals

TRENTON — Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz (LD-21, Summit) has
applauded the advancement of legis-
lation by the Assembly Agriculture
and Natural Resources Committee
on Monday, which would increase
penalties for those who attack or in-
flict harm on service animals, includ-
ing seeing eye dogs, search and res-
cue dogs, or other animals used in
law enforcement.

The legislation would upgrade the
crime of killing a dog, horse, or other
animal owned or used by a law en-
forcement agency, or a search and
rescue dog, from a third to a second
degree crime, and the crime of pur-
posely maiming or inflicting harm
upon a dog, horse or other animal
owned or used by a law enforcement
agency from a fourth to a third degree
crime.

Assemblywoman Muñoz ex-
pressed hope that A-832 would help
raise awareness of the danger that
interference poses to service animals
as they work.

“The safety of the service dog han-
dler depends on the dog’s ability to
focus and concentrate on the task at
hand,” Asw. Muñoz said. “These
highly-trained animals provide a valu-
able service, and need to be treated
respectfully while fulfilling their du-
ties.”

Several persons who testified Mon-

day in favor of A-832 called upon the
Assembly Agriculture Committee to
also advance A-3226, known as
“Dusty’s Law,” another bill that ad-
dresses dog-on-dog attacks and in-
terference with service animals.

The legislation is named after
Dusty, a seeing-eye puppy in Bergen
County that was still in training when
it was attacked last July. Dusty’s
trainer, Roger Woodhour, testified that
although the dog survived his serious
physical injuries, he was unable to
continue in the program due to the
emotional trauma he suffered.

“Dusty’s Law” would establish a
mandatory civil fine of $100 to $500
for a person who owns any animal,
which attacks, injures or interferes
with a service dog, horse or other
animal, including when it is in the
process of being trained.

A survey conducted in 2003 by
The Seeing Eye in Morristown re-
vealed that 89 percent of dog guide
users experience some form of inter-
ference by loose or uncontrolled dogs,
and 42 percent have been attacked at
least once. Ginger Kutsch from The
Seeing Eye shared testimony with
the committee about the day when
she and her guide dog were attacked
by an unrestrained dog, and empha-
sized the need for additional legisla-
tion to provide protection from such
attacks.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics
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Lawmakers Look to Allow
Merging of Mun. Courts

Legislation sponsored by Demo-
cratic Assembly members would ask
voters in this November’s General
Election to make it easier for mu-
nicipalities to cut property taxes by
sharing municipal court services.
ACR-81 would amend the state
Constitution to change how regional
or shared municipal court judges
are appointed in New Jersey to save
taxpayers money.

“This is a great opportunity to
remove a significant barrier to mu-
nicipal service sharing and help cre-
ate property tax relief by streamlin-
ing local government and cutting
costs,” said Assemblyman John
Wisniewski (D-Sayreville), the
state’s Democratic chairman.

Judges in single-municipality
municipal courts are currently ap-
pointed by the mayor and council of
that municipality, but the state Con-
stitution requires judges of joint or
regional courts to be appointed by
the governor.

Voters rejected the plan during
the 2008 General Election, but Asm.
Wisniewski said he hopes more un-
derstanding of the law will lead to
different results in 2011.

Legislation Would Cap
Salaries of Authority Execs.

State legislation sponsored by
Republican state Senators Jennifer
Beck and Sean Kean of Monmouth
County calls for reforming the sal-
ary structure for employees of inde-
pendent state and local authorities.

S-2044 would cap salaries of high-
ranking authority executives, limit
cash outs of unused sick leave, re-
quire minimum employee contribu-
tions for health benefits, and pro-
hibit bonus compensation, among
other reforms. The legislation has
been reported favorably out of the
Senate Budget and Appropriations
Committee.

Lawmakers Host Viewing
Of President’s Speech

State Senator Ray Lesniak, Assem-
bly Majority Leader Joseph Cryan
and Assemblywoman Annette
Quijano, all Democrats from Union
County’s District 20, hosted a view-
ing party Tuesday night for President
Barack Obama’s State of the Union
address at Kean University.

The event included a question-and-
answer period to allow students from
Kean and Union County College to
ask questions of the lawmakers re-
garding the speech and other national
issues. The university sponsored the
event.

Lieberman, Conrad Announce
Plans to Retire Next Year

The Hill has reported that United

States Senators Kent Conrad (D-
N.D.) and Joe Lieberman (I-Conn.)
have announced they will retire at the
end of next year. The news could hurt
Democrats’ hopes of retaining the
majority in the Senate after the 2012
election. Democrats currently hold a
51-47 majority although Mr.
Lieberman and another Independent
caucus with the Democrats.

Mr. Lieberman was Al Gore’s run-
ning mate on the 2000 Democratic
Presidential ticket.

Keith Olbermann’s Show
Cancelled by MSNBC

Keith Olbermann is out at MSNBC.
The cable network announced it had
ended contract talks with Mr.
Olbermann last Friday, which also
was the last broadcast of “Count-
down with Keith Olbermann.”
MSNBC replaced the show with “The
Last Word with Lawrence O’Donnell”
in the 8 p.m. time slot.

Mr. Olbermann had been sus-
pended for making political dona-
tions this past election cycle to sev-
eral Democrats including Rep.
Gabrielle Giffords of Arizona, who
was shot at a meet-and-greet event
outside a Phoenix supermarket ear-
lier this month.

NBC forbids its employees from
making political contributions.
“Countdown” was the network’s top
rated show.

Racing Dates at Tracks
Would Be Reduced

Republican-sponsored legislation
that would reduce the number of re-
quired standardbred racing dates at
the Meadowlands Racetrack and Free-
hold Raceway tracks to 75 days each,
if agreed to by the Standardbred Breed-
ers and Owners Association of New
Jersey, was approved by the Assembly
Regulatory Oversight and Gaming
Committee on January 20. Currently,
the Meadowlands is required to hold
no fewer than 141 racing dates while
Freehold Raceway’s minimum re-
quirement is 168 days.

Gov. Conditionally Vetoes
COAH Bill; Green Miffed

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie has conditionally vetoed leg-
islation that he said fails to reform
how affordable housing is provided
in New Jersey.

The Governor said the  legislation
“falls far short of its original intent by
creating a new bureaucracy and con-
tinuing and even increasing an un-
necessary burden on the state’s mu-
nicipalities.”

“If the goal of this legislation is
to replace an already broken sys-
tem for providing affordable hous-
ing with a common sense, predict-
able and achievable process, then
this bill sorely misses the mark,”
Governor Christie said. “The Sen-
ate has presented a considerably
different version of the legislation I
originally supported in June – one
that was simple and sufficiently
close to the recommendations con-
tained in the March 19, 2010, re-
port of the Housing Opportunity
Task Force.”

The Governor said the original ver-
sion of S-1, passed by the Senate in
June 2010, called for: eliminating
the Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH) and the “arbitrary” afford-
able housing numbers it assigned to
municipalities, requiring that one
out of every 10 newly constructed
housing units be designated as af-
fordable (towns with no growth
would have no further affordable
housing obligation other than to
inventory and rehabilitate its exist-
ing affordable housing stock), lim-
iting state review of municipal hous-
ing plans, protection against
builder’s remedy lawsuits for mu-
nicipalities, elimination of commer-
cial development fees, though resi-
dential development fees were per-
mitted to be charged if a developer
chose not to build affordable units
on-site and decided to pay the resi-
dential development fee instead.

The Governor said the Assembly
amended bill would require 10 per-
cent of all the housing units in every
municipality in the state to be afford-
able, necessitate that 25 percent of
the affordable housing obligation be

met by inclusionary development,
“legislating sprawl” by increasing the
amount of mandated new housing by
500  to 700 percent, create a new
regulated entity to review a
municipality’s housing plans, cause
towns to have to pay for two planners
– one to draft the plan, and the other
to certify it meets the requirements of
the bill. The Governor said the legis-
lation would also not provide “mean-
ingful protection” against builder’s
remedy lawsuits.

Assembly Jerry Green (LD-22,
Plainfield) on Monday reputed Gov-
ernor Christie’s conditional veto.
Asm. Green said the original version
of the legislation was judged uncon-
stitutional by the Office of Legisla-
tive Services and would impose a 2.5
percent fee on businesses.

Mr. Green said his bill lowers the
fee to 1.5 percent, but added several
other stipulations causing the
Governor’s veto.

“The governor has now made it
clear that he supports unconstitutional
legislation that imposes higher fees
on New Jersey businesses,” Mr. Green
said. “The last thing New Jersey and
its economy needs is unworkable laws
that force businesses to pay higher
taxes, but that’s exactly what the gov-
ernor has endorsed with this unfortu-
nate decision.

“Our bill was backed by a broad
range of businesses, housing advo-
cates, legal experts and local officials
who understood it was the best way
to provide housing for working class
residents, create jobs and spark the
economy. The governor, sadly, wants
higher business taxes and a court
fight. That accomplishes nothing,”
Asm. Green said.

County Gives Out $150,000
In Mun. Recycling Grants

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
on Tuesday distributed a total of
$150,000 in grants to all 21 munici-
palities for new initiatives that increase
and improve recycling programs un-
der the Union County Recycling En-
hancement Grant Program.

“These grants represent an impor-
tant investment in the recycling capa-
bilities of Union County municipali-
ties. Aside from its role in conserving
resources, recycling helps to reduce
municipal waste disposal costs,” Free-
holder Chairwoman Deborah Scanlon
said. The grants are designed to en-
hance current recycling programs, so
many of the municipalities will use
them to purchase basic equipment such
as trailers for electronic waste, recy-
cling containers, and “igloos” for used
oil. Others will enhance their public
education programs, or expand the hours
of operation at their recycling facilities.

In addition to assisting municipali-
ties with grants, the freeholder board
has introduced three new recycling
initiatives that will help boost recy-
cling rates in Union County. First, the
Union County Recycling Markets Di-
rectory has been updated and ex-
panded. This online directory lists lo-
cal recyclers that handle everything

from asphalt, clothing and carpets to
wood pallets and x-rays. The 2011
edition includes new listings and more
items. It is available online in pdf form
at www.ucnj.org/recycling.

Second, the county is undertaking
an audit its major facilities to ensure
that they can achieve their best poten-
tial for recycling. Third, Union County
is offering each of its 21 municipali-
ties a free review of their annual ton-
nage reports. The tonnage report is a
document that municipalities submit
to the New Jersey Department of En-
vironmental Protection in order to re-
ceive state recycling grants. The free
review will alert municipalities to any
missed opportunities or omissions in
their tonnage reports, in order help
them receive the maximum grant to
which they are entitled.

The  grants for each town are: Berke-
ley Heights $6,000; Clark, $2,600;
Cranford, $7,500; Elizabeth, $20,000;
Fanwood, $3,000; Garwood, $3,000;
Hillside, $7,500; Kenilworth, $3,000;
Linden, $10,000; Mountainside,
$3,000; New Providence, $6,000;
Plainfield, $10,000; Rahway, $7,500;
Roselle Park, $6,000; Scotch Plains,
$7,500; Springfield, $6,000; Summit,
$7,500; Union, $12,500; Westfield,
$7,500, and Winfield, $3,000.


