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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOOD MORNING, SCOTCH PLAINS...Composer Marc Shaiman, who wrote the original music for Broadway’s
Hairspray, paid a visit to his alma mater on January 21 to meet the cast of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Repertory Theatre’s
Hairspray, opening on Friday, March 11.

FW’s Bell Is Named Grand
Marshal of St. Pat’s Parade Westfield Home News

Closes After 46 Years
AREA – The Westfield Home News

delivery service shut down over last
weekend after over 46 years in busi-
ness.

The service provided home deliv-
ery of The Westfield Leader, daily and
Sunday deliveries of The Star-Led-
ger, New York Times, Wall Street Jour-
nal, etc.

Anyone who had been receiving
The Westfield Leader from Westfield
Home News, or who knows of some-
one impacted by their closing, is asked
to call The Westfield Leader at (908)
232-4407 or subscribe online at
goleader.com/subscribe.

The Leader (and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times) has taken measures
to ensure uninterrupted newspaper
deliveries to stores in the region that
were previously handled by the
Westfield Home News. Subscribers
receiving The Leader/Times by mail
will not be impacted.

Customers of Westfield Home
News who would like to become
Leader subscribers and receive the
paper in the mail are asked to call or
e-mail the newspaper at
business@goleader.com.

SP-F BOE Considers Eliminating
Aid-in-Lieu of Busing Payments

UNION COUNTY – The 2011
Union County Saint Patrick’s Day
Parade Committee has named David
Bell of Fanwood as Grand Marshal
of the 15th Annual Union County
Saint Patrick’s Day Parade.

New Jersey State Police Detective
Sgt. Bell has been involved with the
Union County Saint Patrick’s Day
Parade for more than a decade and
helped organize the division named
after his friend, the late State Trooper

Thomas J. Hanratty. This year’s pa-
rade is dedicated to the New Jersey
State Police.

“Aside from my children being
born, this is one of the truly great
honors of my life,” Grand Marshal
Bell said. “I am proud and humbled
to lead the tribute to Saint Patrick
here in Union County.”

An Elizabeth native, Sgt. Bell traces
his Irish roots to Counties Mayo and
Roscommon in the West of Ireland
and has been a member of the Friendly
Sons of St. Patrick for 20 years.

“We are thrilled to have Dave lead-
ing us in our celebration of our Irish
heritage,” said Marylou Lenahan,
2011 Parade General Chairwoman.
“Especially since we are dedicating
this year’s parade to the State Police
on their 90th anniversary.”

Parade day will be a family day for
Sgt. Bell as well, as he is sharing the
day with his wife, Kathie; his daugh-
ter, Jennifer, and his sons, Thomas
and Ryan.

The 15th Annual Union County
Saint Patrick’s Day Parade will step
off at 1 p.m. sharp on Saturday, March
12, on Morris Avenue in Union.

For more information, visit
www.unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.Grand Marshal David Bell

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – During the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting last Thursday
evening, BOE members discussed the
possibility of eliminating the aid-in-
lieu-of-busing payments currently in
place for the 2011-2012 budget for
parents sending their children to pri-
vate schools.

Board of Education President Trip
Whitehouse said the district was con-
sidering eliminating the reimburse-
ments because of declining state aid.
Board members, including Donald
Parisi, asked if the state mandate of
providing parents with reimburse-

ment was something that had to be
adhered to during a time when school
budgets are so tight.

BOE Attorney Casper Boehim said
the current transportation statute
mandates the district reimburse par-
ents for transportation costs, but the
state does not reimburse the district
for this expenditure. He also said
because this was an unfunded man-
date, it “will fall within the decision
of the board if it wants to provide aid
at this time.” Typically, aid-in-lieu
checks are sent to parents in early
February and early July.

Board member Warren McFall said
he thought it was an unfair burden not
to continue the aid for the remaining

school year, but that it was something
to consider for the next year’s budget.

Board members all echoed the sen-
timents of Mr. McFall, with Mr. Parisi
stating, “Everything is on the table
for next year.” Mr. Parisi also stated,
“Next year’s budget hasn’t been
crafted yet, but we need to look at
everything.”

Answering an inquiry from BOE
member Nancy Bauer, Business Ad-
ministrator Anthony Del Sordi said
the district’s state transportation aid
was cut last year by $400,000.

Mr. Whitehouse agreed not to cut
the payments for the remainder of the
year. He also noted that, as the budget
process starts next month, the board
will have to look closely at all places
in the budget where cuts can be made.
He said state aid to the district was
reduced $3.4 million last year.

Scotch Plains resident Susan
Tomljanovic told the board that many
area private schools are holding reg-
istration over the next two weeks.
She said knowing whether parents
will be receiving aid-in-lieu payments
from the district to help with the
burden of transporting their children
to these schools is something that
might make or break their decision to
register their children with these
schools.

Her husband, Bill Tomljanovic,
questioned whether a state mandate
without state funding is unconstitu-
tional.

Mr. Whitehouse said that all av-
enues of the budget would be looked
at before any cuts are made. He also
said that the ROTC, Resolve coun-
seling program and middle-school
sports were eliminated in past years.
He said a tentative budget would be
adopted on Friday, March 4, with a
final spending plan finalized by Tues-
day, March 29.

SPMC Considering Car
Show On E. 2nd Street
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Management Corp. (SPMC)
is considering sponsoring a car show
in the spring, and will hold it on East
Second Street in an attempt to spot-
light a street that one SPMC board
member admitted had been a “step-
child” for the past 20 years.

At its monthly meeting on January
19, board member Dominic Verdic
broached the idea of a car show, em-
phasizing that it would feature new
cars using the latest environmentally-
friendly technology, such as the

Chevy Volt and Nissan Leaf, in a bid
to attract families versus enthusiasts
who come to the more common clas-
sic car shows. He envisioned several
local auto dealers displaying their
latest models on a segment of East
Second Street on a Sunday afternoon
in April or May.

After board member Nick Del Ne-
gro, who owns a business on East
Second Street, complained about the
lack of attention to his street over the
years, Mr. Verdic made his “step-
child” remark, but then added that
SPMC is “here to correct” the per-
ceived neglect, with the car show a
starting point in that effort. The board
discussed using the spring edition of
SPMC’s Simply Scotch Plains quar-
terly newspaper to promote the event
in addition to other local media and,
possibly, a revamped television com-
mercial to run on selected cable chan-
nels.

SPMC’s initial round of televi-
sion spots ran in December, but
board members said they had not
heard anything of significance in
reaction. Board member Steve
Goldberg thought there were better
ways to try attracting businesses to
the district, while David Biagini,
president of FirsTEAManagement,
SPMC’s manager, said the spots
could be used as part of a marketing
package and shown at trade show-
type events. He said he would re-
search trade shows and other busi-
ness-retention type events that
SPMC might attend.

In other business, the board unani-
mously approved a one-year exten-
sion of Mr. Biagini’s $22,000 con-
tract through the end of this year.
And several board members are ex-
pected to attend the township
council’s Tuesday, February 1 con-
ference meeting to address ques-
tions in advance of the council’s
Tuesday, February 15 public hear-
ing on SPMC’s 2011 budget.

County to Hire Consultant For
Feasibility Study of New Ice Rink

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders are set
to vote on awarding a consulting ser-
vices contract tonight for the devel-
opment of an ice-skating rink feasi-
bility study. The county is looking to
construct a new rink at Oak Ridge
Park in Clark to replace the Warinanco
Rink in Roselle as part of its master
plan for the park.

Bids for development of the Oak

Ridge rink study were to be unsealed
last Friday morning and are to be
made public as part of tonight’s regu-
lar freeholder meeting agenda, ac-
cording to Department of Parks and
Community Renewal Deputy Direc-
tor Ron Zuber. He said the county is
looking to have the study completed
within a few months.

The county has budgeted $6 mil-
lion for the Oak Ridge Park Master
Plan in its capital budget, $5 million
of which was included in the 2010
capital budget, with $500,000 in both
the 2011 and 2012 capital spending
plans. At a freeholder meeting last
October, where the county’s overall
parks master plan was discussed,
Freeholder Dan Sullivan said the
Warinanco rink is in need of $5 to $10
million in renovations in order to
keep it as an ice skating rink. Plans
are to convert Warinanco into an in-
door multi-use sports facility.

Armando Sanchez, director of the
county’s golf operations, said the fea-
sibility study would take into consid-
eration “surrounding facilities in the
area, to really look to see what this
thing (an Oak Ridge skating center)
could do.”

“One of [the things] the feasibility
[study] is going to say is, ‘is it going
to be financially worth it [to build a
new rink?],” Mr. Zuber added, saying
there are other rinks in Edison, Union,
Montclair and Morristown.

Plans for Oak Ridge also include a
water park, skate park, tennis courts,
restrooms and concessions facilities
and an open lawn, as well as separate
pedestrian and vehicular lanes. Oak

Ridge is being converted from a golf
course to a park. Sixty-nine of the
168 acres of the former course will be
converted to active and passive uses.

In other business, the board is ex-
pected to vote tonight on the intro-
duction of an ordinance to increase
greens fees at its two remaining golf
courses, Galloping Hill in Kenilworth
and Ashbrook in Scotch Plains, from
$27 to $29. Mr. Sanchez said a $2
golf-reservation fee is being elimi-
nated.

“The golfers who always made tee
times are not going to feel the impact
at all; they were (already) paying for
that reservation fee. But the golfers
who weren’t making tee times are
going to see an increase of $2 on the
greens fee,” Mr. Sanchez told the
freeholders. “It’s going to help us,
more than anything, to get our golfers
to start using our tee-time system so
we can manage the tee times more
efficiently, so we don’t have golfers
showing up on a regular basis when
golf courses are crowded, like on a
Saturday or Sunday, expecting to
play.” He said the goal is to improve
golf traffic flow on the courses.

Mr. Sanchez said 60 percent of
county golfers were using the reser-
vation system last year, a number he
hopes to increase to between 85 and
90 percent in the future. This year, he
said golfers are being asked to use the
county’s online golf-reservation sys-
tem or to call the golf courses di-
rectly.

Another resolution considered dur-
ing last Thursday’s agenda meeting

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOUSE CONCERT...Mthakathi Emakhaya (Ema) performed Saturday night
at the home of Al and Phyllis Mirabella in Fanwood. Freeholder Mirabella said
that the house concert concept is an intimate venue enhancing the performance
experience.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Rec. Commission
Is Updating Parks Plan
By ROBERT BETHEA

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Rec-
reation Commission is planning to
make changes and improvements to
the borough’s parks. The commis-
sion hopes to build new facilities,
identify current facilities where im-
provements could be made and add
new park activities.

The commission met January 19
and 25 to exclusively discuss the early
fundamentals of how to support the
plan. At Tuesday’s meeting, the com-
mission began its handling of requests
made by several sports clubs and other
community groups regarding what

they envision for the borough’s parks
system. This review will continue at
commission meetings to follow.

At the initial commission meeting
January 19, advancements of what
can be done to support the LaGrande
and Forest Road Parks were dis-
cussed. Electronic scoreboards and
snack bars were mentioned as brand
new additions that will be coming to
both parks. New activity ideas for
LaGrande Park include an open-air
pavilion for picnics and summer pro-
grams, an artificial ice rink, handball
and bocce ball courts, a water park
and baseball field dugouts. In addi-

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN THE ACT...The cast of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Repertory Theatre’s
Hairspray wait to greet composer Marc Shaiman on Saturday.


