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Janice and Michael Metzger

Mr. and Mrs. Metzger
Celebrate 50th Anniversary
Janice and Michael Metzger of

Westfield, N.J. celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary on December
24 with a family holiday at their
winter home in Port Charlotte, Fla.

Michael retired as a Professor of
Fine Arts from Kean University in
Union and Janice retired as an art
teacher from Governor Livingston
High School in Berkeley Heights.

They have four wonderful chil-
dren, Gretchen (Andrew) Grove of
Dublin, Ohio, Tim (Julia Olff) of
Westfield, Eric (Debbie) of Westfield
and Kristine (Ed) Ammerlaan of
Asbury, N.J. The couple also have
12 grandchildren, Alexa, Montana,
Sam, Sydney, Mary, Madelyn, Lilly,
Nikolas, Cooper, Casey, Amanda and
James.

Miller-Cory Invites Families
For ‘Winter Fun’ on Sunday
WESTFIELD – Visitors are invited

to celebrate winter at the Miller-Cory
House Museum this Sunday, January
23, during a program entitled “Win-
ter Fun.” Described as ideal for chil-
dren and families, the program will
take place from 2 to 4 p.m. The mu-
seum is located at 614 Mountain Av-
enue in Westfield.

Sunday’s program will include a
display and history of snow globes.
Two crafts – crystal snowflakes and
an edible snowman – also will be part
of the festivities. Additionally, a story
teller will introduce visitors to the
book “Stranger in the Woods.”

Admission for the program is $3
for adults and $1 for students; chil-
dren under age 4 may attend for free.
The museum’s gift shop, offering a

variety of Colonial toys, books, crafts
and educational items, will be open.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
is a nationally recognized living mu-
seum, listed on both the State and
National Registers of Historic Places
and as a site on the New Jersey
Women’s Heritage Trail. Upcoming
Sunday events at the museum in-
clude “Historic Valentines” on Feb-
ruary 6, “A Farmer’s Year for Chil-
dren” on February 13 and “Maple
Sugar Sunday” on March 6.

For more information on pro-
grams or to schedule a school or
scout tour, call the museum office
at (908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
The museum’s website is
millercoryhouse.org.
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Peter A. Coughlin, 79, Assistant Coach;
Had Retired as State Police Lieutenant
Peter A. Coughlin, 79, of Scotch

Plains died on Saturday, January
15, 2011, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Born in Jersey City, N.J., Peter
moved to Fanwood in 1963 and was
a resident there until moving to
Scotch Plains in 2008.

Peter graduated Snyder High
School in Jersey City and attended
Middlesex County College.

He was a member of Father John S.
Nelligan Council No. 5730 Knights
of Columbus of Scotch Plains, an
assistant coach with Junior Raider
Football for many years, and a mem-
ber of the New Jersey State Police
Former Troopers Association.

Peter was a Marine Corps vet-
eran, having served during the Ko-
rean War.

He was a New Jersey State Police
Officer for 33 years, retiring in 1986
as a lieutenant.

His parents, Peter and Lillian,
and his brother, William, prede-

ceased him.
Surviving are his beloved wife of

54 years, Kathleen P. (née Larkin);
his loving son, William M.; daugh-
ter-in-law, Helen Cunning, and good
friends John and Grace McGrath.

The funeral took place on Tues-
day, January 18, at the Rossi Fu-
neral Home, 1937 Westfield Av-
enue in Scotch Plains. A Funeral
Mass followed at St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
in Scotch Plains.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to St. Bartholomew Church
– “Charity Begins at Home,” 2032
Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains,
N.J. 07076. Please make checks
payable to St. Bartholomew and in
the memo section indicate “Charity
Begins at Home.”

Letters of Condolence will be ac-
cepted at
www.therossifuneralhome.com.
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Local Church to Commence
Grief Seminar In February

CRANFORD – The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford, located at
11 Springfield Avenue, will hold its
22nd, eight-week seminar entitled
“Journey to Wholeness – Healing the
Grieving Heart” on Sunday evenings
from February 13 to April 3.

Patti Williams, a Registered Nurse
and certified pastoral bereavement
counselor, and Dr. Virginia Waters, a
psychologist, will lead the sessions.
They will take place from 7 to 9 p.m.
in the church’s Mettam Lounge.

Mrs. Williams and Dr. Waters have
offered this seminar for 11 years. Ses-
sions include learning about the stages
of grief and understanding the tasks of
the grieving process; coping strate-
gies; how to take care of oneself and
why this is so important; the changes,
challenges and choices that occur; cre-
ating memories to cherish; coping with
holidays and anniversaries, and deal-

ing with feelings of loneliness and
being disconnected spiritually.

A special candlelight ceremony will
be held to remember lost love ones,
which will include walking the laby-
rinth and a time of fellowship.

Both of the leaders and all of the
facilitators have experienced loss
within their lives. The seminar sup-
ports the concept that, regardless of
whether a loss is due to divorce, death
or job loss, it is a loss that must be
grieved. Participants may bring fam-
ily members and friends, and all faiths
are welcome. To register for this event,
call the church at (908) 276-8440. No
fee will be charged.

This seminar is dedicated to Mrs.
Williams’ late husband, the Reverend
Dr. Bruce Williams, who had a vision
for the seminar 11 years ago as a way
to help others deal with pain and suf-
fering during their time of loss.

Joyce Dolan, 69, Was Owner-Operator
Of Residential Home Care in Fanwood

Joyce Johansen Dolan, 69, died on
Thursday, January 13, 2011, at Florida
Hospital in Flagler, Fla.

Born in Plainfield, she lived in
Scotch Plains her entire life.

Joyce was a graduate of the Berke-
ley Business School and earned a
business degree from Fairleigh
Dickinson College. She was the owner
and operator of Residential Home
Care in Fanwood, where she was in
business with Patricia Kelk.

Joyce was a member of Scotch Hills
Golf Club in Scotch Plains and Palm
Harbor Golf Club in Palm Coast, Fla.

She was predeceased by her par-
ents, Margaret (2000) and Jack (2011)
Johansen.

Surviving are her children, Richard
Dolan and his wife, Lorena, Jeffrey

Dolan and his wife, Cindy, and Diane
Miller and her husband, Mark; six
grandchildren, Chris, Tara, Michael
and Raymond Dolan and Andrew and
Katie Miller; her uncle, Godfred
Johansen, Jr., and her dear friend,
Patricia Kelk of Palm Coast, Fla.

A service was conducted on Tues-
day, January 18, at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. Interment followed at Hill-
side Cemetery in Scotch Plains.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the American Cancer So-
ciety (www.cancer.org) or to the char-
ity of one’s choice.

For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Book Club to Discuss
‘Watching God’ Feb. 2
WESTFIELD – In honor of Black

History Month, the Westfield Memo-
rial Library’s Fiction Book Club will
discuss “Their Eyes Were Watching
God” by Zora Neale Hurston, on
Wednesday, February 2, at 7 p.m.

Told in the voice of a woman who
refuses to live in sorrow, bitterness,
fear or foolish romantic dreams, it is
the story of fair-skinned, fiercely in-
dependent Janie Crawford and her
evolving selfhood through three mar-
riages and a life marked by poverty,
trials and purpose.

“It is a stunning book, considered
to be among the most
groundbreaking novels in African-
American literature,” said Jen
Schulze, the library’s head of adult
services, explaining her choice of
the title. “The author, although at
one point a contemporary of
Langston Hughes and Richard
Wright, died in obscurity, until she
was rediscovered by Alice Walker.”

The Westfield Memorial Library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. For
more information on library pro-
grams, call (908) 789-4090 or visit
the library’s website, wmlnj.org.

WHS Dance-A-Thon to
Benefit Spread the Magic

By ABBIE GOLDRING
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – On Friday, Febru-
ary 11, the Westfield High School
Student Council will hold its second
annual six-hour Dance-A-Thon to
benefit the New Jersey Association
of Student Councils’ state charity,
Spread the Magic Foundation.

 The foundation was established
by Chad Juros, a childhood cancer
survivor who became inspired to per-
form magic for other patients after
the death of his father. While he was
receiving treatments, his father
taught him magic tricks to distract
him, but soon after his hospital re-
lease, his father died from a malig-
nant brain tumor. Now 21 years old,
Mr. Juros performs magic shows for
young patients and raises funds for
the oncology program at Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia.

“Our night of dancing, fun and
display of school spirit has the abil-
ity to bring smiles to the faces of
cancer stricken children whose lives
are overwhelmed by their illnesses,”
said Student Council Correspond-
ing Secretary Krysta Huber.

 From 6 p.m. to 12 a.m., Westfield
High School students participating
in the event, renamed “Dance for
Magic” in honor of Mr. Juros’ char-

ity, will dance non-stop and partici-
pate in dance and costume contests
against students and teachers for six
hours. Participants are required to
form a team of five to eight people
and pay a minimum team fee of $50.
Prizes will be awarded to the team
that raises the most money. Last year,
prizes and food were donated by lo-
cal businesses such as Clyne &
Murphy and Hershey’s Subs.

 The Student Council hopes to sur-
pass the $9,000 raised last year and
encourages the community to con-
tribute. Donations can be made by
directly sponsoring a team member
or sending a check payable to WHS
Student Council to Westfield High
School, 550 Dorian Road, Westfield,
N.J. 07090, Attn: Student Council.

Trials and Tribulations of
Being the Youngest Child

By JULIA QUELLER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There is a pounding on the bath-
room door. “Hold on!” I yell from
within, not accustomed to the intru-
sion. With my older siblings away at
college, I had discovered the
newfound luxury of spreading my-
self out over the vacant bedrooms
and bathrooms, even “borrowing”
those discarded clothes that weren’t
worthy of the trips to school. But all
that changed when my siblings came
home for winter break. I was de-
lighted to see them, but I couldn’t
help but notice some distinct differ-
ences between our lifestyles.

As a high school junior, most of my
waking hours are consumed by
schoolwork. My working day usu-
ally stretches from 6 a.m. until mid-
night, while my siblings wake up at
noon and only just leave the house at
midnight. I rely on my mother to
drive me to the library; my siblings
can drive there on their own time.
Although they do complain that the
public library closes at 9 p.m., a tragic
discrepancy from their college librar-
ies, which are open 24/7.

Above all, our mindsets are differ-
ent. My school year is dominated by
the stress of the looming college appli-
cation process and the pressure to find
the “right” school, whereas they have
already survived that infamous proce-
dure. They currently are living the goal
I am tirelessly working toward.

However, my definition of “work”
is not the same as theirs. When I
come home from the library with a
pile of books stacked so high that
my vision is impaired, and begin to
recount the details of a current
project, my war story is met with
casual eye rolls. This year, I will
tackle the dreaded 10-page Junior
Research Paper (JRP). It is a gruel-
ing, two-month process, filled with
annotated bibliographies, crumpled
up rough drafts and sleepless nights.

While I listened in awe to my sib-
lings’ daily complaints when they
embarked on their JRP journeys, I

receive a different reaction from them
now that the situation has been
flipped. My siblings counteract my
account of my progress – or more
commonly, my frustration – with tales
of when they wrote 15-page papers in
a single night. They one-up each other,
exchanging stories of all-nighters,
until they turn back to me, and say,
“Just wait until you get to college.”

That was not the first time I had
heard that warning. Dating back to
elementary school, when I would
come home and grumble about long
division, my older brother would say,
“Just wait until you get to fifth grade
and you do fractions,” and then my
sister would say, “No, don’t even talk
until you’re in middle school and
there are variables!”

Being the youngest child has its
advantages, but not when I want to be
taken seriously. What was consid-
ered a big deal the first time around is
diminished by the time it is my turn.

When my older sister had an En-
glish paper due in high school, it was
seen as a tremendous undertaking.
However, when I crankily plead for
coffee in the morning after staying up
late to finish an English paper, my
mom will retort, “Well, your siblings
probably had three papers due!”

Right now, as a high school stu-
dent, an English paper is a big deal,
and should be treated as such, given
my age. But I feel confident that by
the time I’m in college and I do have
three papers due on one day, my
parents will say, “Well, just think—
your siblings have big presentations
in work today!”

The plight of the youngest child is
common, and while I know that these
high school “struggles” aren’t exactly
catastrophic, they are still real to me.
But according to my siblings’ con-
stant remarks, their workload is al-
ways worse. So the next time they say,
“Just wait until you get to…” I’ll grin
and bear it. Sure, I’ll wait.

* * * * * * *
 Julia is a junior at Westfield High

School.
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Providence College
Announces Dean’s List

PROVIDENCE, R.I. – The follow-
ing area residents have been named
to the Dean’s List at Providence Col-
lege for the Fall 2010 semester:

Amanda Centrella of Westfield,
Class of 2014; Kristina Cofone of
Westfield, Class of 2011; Jenna
Delgado of Mountainside, Class of
2013, and Laura Hanson of
Mountainside, Class of 2012.

To qualify for the Dean’s List,
students must achieve at least a 3.55
grade point average with a mini-
mum of 12 credits.

UNICO Announces
Annual Pig Roast

WESTFIELD – Westfield
UNICO will sponsor its 17th An-
nual Pig Roast on Saturday, Janu-
ary 29, at 7 p.m. at the Knights of
Columbus Council Hall, located
at 37 South Avenue in Garwood.
Attendees will be served antipasto,
roasted pig, beer, wine, soda and
dessert. Door prize raffles will be
included for a ticket cost of $45.
All attendees are encouraged to
bring a bottle of their homemade
wine to enter into the wine contest.
For tickets and information, call
Tony Valle at (908) 654-8287.

Meticulously maintained by its original owners, this custom-built expanded Ranch home spares no 
attention to detail, exuding quality throughout its 12 rooms situated on more than 2.5 acres. 
Redefining park-like property, this fine home is cleverly positioned on its oversized wooded lot less 
than 2 miles from downtown Westfield and top rated schools. Displaying extraordinary craftsmanship 
& a contemporary floor plan, this home awaits its most discerning buyer.            Offered for $899,000
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#2 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION 2007, 2008 & 2010

Coldwell Banker 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

© 2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Sales Associate 
908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD EAST

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM

1249 PROSPECT STREET, WESTFIELD

JCC Schedules Symposium
On Special Needs Children

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will host its second annual
Community Special Needs Sympo-
sium on Sunday, February 13, from
noon to 5 p.m. Put together by the
JCC’s Special Needs Parent Advisory
Committee and sponsored by AXA
Advisors LLC, the event is intended to
shed light on a variety of special needs
topics and bring together families with
special needs children.

Lindsey Biel, an occupational thera-
pist specializing in pediatrics, will give
the keynote presentation. Through her
private practice in New York City and
her work with the New York State
early intervention program, she evalu-
ates and treats infants, toddlers and
older children with a variety of diag-
noses including sensory processing
disorder, autism spectrum disorders
and developmental delays.

Additionally, the symposium will

feature speakers and experts in other
special-needs-related fields. Attend-
ees will be able to sit in on two of the
10 different seminars offered. For a
full list of seminars and presenters,
visit jccnj.org/specialneeds.html. Seat-
ing is limited in each session, and
online pre-registration by Monday,
February 7, at jccnj.org is required.

A special musical performance by
The Music Connection of Westfield’s
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts is
planned. Additionally, there will be a
Special Needs Resource Expo featur-
ing agencies, businesses and other pro-
fessionals who provide special-needs
services and support, plus a screening
of the award-winning documentary
Autistic-Like: Graham’s Story.

The cost is $25 per person, which
includes lunch and dessert. Lunch
will be served from noon to 1:15 p.m.
Individuals may register for the event
(including lunch) and purchase Ms.
Biel’s book, “Raising a Sensory Smart
Child,” for $37. Childcare will be
available for children ages 2 to 10;
the cost is $10 per child, and special-
needs accommodations will be pro-
vided. For more information, contact
Mike Goldstein, program director, at
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 218,
or mgoldstein@jccnj.org.

This program is made possible in
part by a HEART (History, Education,
Arts Reaching Thousands) Grant from
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. The JCC is located at
1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Indoor Plant Specialist
To Visit Garden Club
WESTFIELD – The Garden Club

of Westfield will host “What to do in
Winter and Spring with Indoor Gar-
dens,” featuring Leslie Dempsey, on
Tuesday, February 8.

The meeting will be held in As-
sembly Hall at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue. Roll call will take
place at 1 p.m. Prospective members
from Westfield and other communi-
ties are welcome to attend. Members
are invited to bring plants that may
need diagnosis and treatment.

A Middletown resident known for
injecting Irish humor into her lec-
tures, Ms. Dempsey will give a pre-
sentation on the care of houseplants.
She is an indoor-plant specialist and a
member of two orchid societies. Sick
plants can be sent to her “plant hospi-
tal” and she will place them in her
“plant emergency room” if necessary.

Upcoming Garden Club activities
include the organization’s monthly
board meetings on March 1 and April
5 and flower arranging at the Lyons
campus of the Veterans Administra-
tion Health Care System on Friday,
February 4, as part of the club’s Gar-
den Therapy mission.

Membership meetings will include
discussion and instruction on “Plant-
ing Flowers for Dried Flower Ar-
ranging” on March 8 and “New Ideas
for Spring Arrangements” on April
12 in a joint meeting with the Rake
and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield.

Among other activities, the Garden
Club of Westfield displays weekly
flowers at the Westfield Memorial
Library. Begun as a memorial to those
who served in World War II, active
members contribute a flower or green-
ery display 52 weeks a year. Flower
arrangers for February are Nancy Roff,
Anne Heinbokel, Phyllis Pappas and
Debby Burslem. Anyone interested in
the club is asked to call Rosemary
Shire, president, at (908) 232-8120.


