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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

McCOY 14 PTS, 12 RBS; MILLER 12 PTS; GOELLER 6 ASSTS

Basketball Cougars Control
Linden Lady Tigers, 45-37

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stingy defense and very quick
hands that resulted in steals that were
converted to successful lay-ups on
the part of the Cranford High School
girls basketball team led to a 45-37
victory over the Linden Lady Tigers
in Cranford on January 14.

The Lady Tigers crept into the
Cougars’ den with a 7-1 record, but
from the start of the game, Cougar
sophomore guards Jess McCoy and
Jenna Goeller interrupted their at-
tack with a number of thefts. McCoy
led the team with five steals, which
she converted to lay-ups to harvest a
team-leading 14 points. Goeller, who
led the team with six assists, had four

swipes and finished with six points.
“Our defense has improved a lot

these past games. The biggest thing is
us being aggressive, being all over
the place. Most of our points came
from transition, and getting those
steals are how we get the transition,”
McCoy said.

The 7-2 Cougars controlled the
boards, and McCoy, who also con-
tributed two assists, was on top of her
game with 12 rebounds and two
blocked shots. Junior guard Morgan
Miller, who netted 12 points and three
assists, pulled 10 rebounds and added
a pair of blocks. Sophomore forward
Kate McGovern blocked three Tiger
attempts and finished with five points,
four rebounds and an assist. Goeller

had five rebounds, and freshman
guard Mairead McKeary bucketed
four points and added two steals and
an assist. Senior guard Sara Gugliucci
scored four points and had one steal,
while senior forward Jackie
Monteagudo had a rebound.

“We definitely knew that they were
going to attack the inside. The big-
gest thing for us was getting the re-
bounds. That was definitely one way
to beat them. We all had to box out.
We all had to crash the boards on
offense. We really needed this game,
and we were all on fire,” McCoy said.

“They [Cranford] did a phenom-
enal job on defense. We work on
defense like 80 to 90 percent of our

COUGAR WRESTLERS EDGE RAHWAY INDIANS, 33-29

Cranford’s DiGiovanni Stops
Mascola at Finn Mat Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford High School senior Matt
DiGiovanni wrestled one of the fin-
est bouts of his career by defeating
Seton Hall Prep’s Lou Mascola,
ranked fourth in the state at 140-lbs,
at the Paul J. Finn, Jr. Memorial Tour-
nament in Millburn on January 14,
just one day after the Cougars de-
feated Rahway, 33-29, in Rahway.

Competing in the 145-lb class,
Mascola took a 3-0 lead on
DiGiovanni with an escape and a low
single-leg takedown in the second
period. DiGiovanni escaped in the
third period and added a late takedown
to send the bout into overtime, where
he added a takedown near the end of
the mat to earn a 5-3 victory.

“I knew he would come at me the
whole time. I knew it would be a full
match for six minutes. I knew I would
keep working what I was good at. Keep
my shots going, keep driving forward,
put the pressure on and just frustrate
him,” DiGiovanni said. “If I kept my
cool, kept a straight face the whole
time, I knew I could come out on top.”

DiGiovanni did initiate the major-
ity of the takedowns, but Mascola
was a master at countering his moves.
In one situation, Mascola countered
once with a standing Merkel attempt,
but DiGiovanni was too smart for
the trap. Mascola did, however, put
DiGiovanni in dire straights towards
the end of the second period, nearly
clamping him in a Penn State cradle
from a standing position, but
DiGiovanni went into a freeze mode
for seven seconds until the buzzer
blared.

“I had nothing to lose. He was
ranked. I’m not. In that position, he
had the best of me. Back points could
be the deciding factor. If I could just
fight it out as long as I can with
seconds left, freeze my body in any
way possible, DiGiovanni explained.

Earlier in the match, Cougar Joe
Giaccio worked his takedown supe-
riority to seize an 11-4 decision over
Eamonn Gaffney at 125-lbs.

“I feel good on my feet, so I pretty
much just keep the match there. I let
him up. Take him down. Let him up.
Take him down as much as I can,”
Giaccio explained. “I was getting in
on him with a sweep single. He would
whizzer. I would slip around and limp
arm out. I was running inside on him.
It worked well.”

At 135-lbs, Kyle Markovich had a
little difficulty adjusting to the rangy
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Jess McCoy, a sophomore on the varsity basketball team had 12 points, eight
rebounds, six blocks and six steals against Holmdel last week. She also hit the game-winning jump shot with under a minute
left in the game. She netted 14 points, 13 rebounds, two blocks and six steals in a 45-37 victory against Linden on January 14.
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BigFoot
is coming...
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Consumer Package Goods, Accessories, Health/Fitness, Fashion, Beauty, Entertainment, Spirits/Wine/Beer and more�

Sign-Up Now! No Cost  - No Risk 

Text  “  bigfootdeals ” to   201-688-9171  for more information�

Retailers contact us at   bigfootdeals@imobileinteractive.com

Visit   www.imobileinteractive.com/bigfoot   or  call 424-242-2424

Text  “  begin bigfoot  firstname lastname ”  to 201-688-9171 to sign-up� example  begin bigfoot john doe

BigFoot
is coming...

JeniFit
JENI-FIT’s newest program is a
non-impact, muscle carving

 work-out using a BALLET BARRE!
Great for ALL Levels.

First Class FREE
Visit www.Jeni-Fit.com

For ALL of your Fitness Needs.
908-578-7055

JENI-BARRE 
IS CHANGING 

SHAPES!

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EARNING A HUGE VICTORY…Cranford Cougar Matt DiGiovanni, front, knocked off Seton Hall Prep’s Lou Mascola,
who was ranked fourth in the state at 140-lbs, 5-3, in overtime during the Paul J. Finn, Jr. Memorial Tournament in Millburn
on January 15. This story is also on the printed portion of The Westfield Leader.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY BUSY HANDS ON DEFENSE…Cranford Cougar guard Jenna Goeller, No 4, played very stubborn defense against
the Linden Tigers and had four steals. Goeller led the team with six assists and added six points.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON A POWER HALF…Cougar J.P. Christiano, top, slips in a single grapevine and works a power half nelson
on Seton Hall Prep’s Andrew Narduzzi in the 160-lb bout during the Paul J. Finn, Jr. Memorial Tournament in Millburn
on January 15. Christiano won, 4-1.


