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Letters to the Editor
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

The Pension Truth Is Out There But
Who’s Going To Say It Out Loud?

DWC Misunderstands Needs for
On-Street Parking in Westfield

WACC Attacked?
It has been brought to our attention that

someone is calling local businesses say-
ing that they are raising money for the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce.
Please be advised that this person does
not represent our organization. We do not
have anyone calling to request donations.
Please advise us if you are contacted by
someone representing themselves as the
WACC. Thank you for your help.

Neil Pinkman
Executive Director

WACC

To answer the questions in your edito-
rial of January 13, 2011 about removing
the New Jersey pension system from the
hands of elected officials in order to save
it:

No, we do not need elected officials to
run this plan.

Since there is no independent federal
oversight of public pension funding, as
there has been in the private sector since
1974 with the ERISA law, it is elected
officials who have been allowed to sub-
stitute political expediency for sound fis-
cal policy. Taking tough decisions on
benefit and funding levels out of the
hands of cowardly, innumerate political
operatives is a requisite first step of any
real reform.

Yes, there are people and organiza-
tions who can restructure the pension

model. They have been working in the
private sector for decades moving work-
ers out of expensive defined benefit plans
into stingy 401(k) plans where the par-
ticipants take the investment risk. That is
not a short-term option for public plans
and, make no mistake about it, New
Jersey’s plan only has a short term.

So who will be the first to tell it like it
is? Nobody with a stake in the plan [will].
The politicians are too compromised, the
participants are too gullible, the plan ac-
tuaries are too subservient and taxpayers
are too insulated. The truth is out there
but, even if someone were to say it out
loud, it’s in nobody’s interest to believe
it.

John Bury
Kenilworth

The Town of Westfield has wisely
increased the time for “quick errand”
parking in the downtown core by extend-
ing the free time (when you push the little
button) for errands from 10 to 15 minutes.
This indicates an understanding that short-
term, nearby parking keeps traffic mov-
ing as spaces soon open up, which allows
everyone some chance of getting on-
street parking.

This is particularly important because
the town has refused to place any handi-
capped parking spaces on our downtown
streets, some of which (e.g., Quimby St.)
are so far from the HC [handicapped]
spots in the off-street parking lots that
they are out of range for residents and
shoppers with limited walking ability.

I say the “town” has refused because I
know from personal communication that
our administrator, Mr. Gildea, has tried to
persuade the powers that be – the Town
Council or the DWC? – that such on-
street HC spots are needed.

Over the years, many older
homeowners in town have told me they
have given up on shopping in town be-
cause they cannot park near their destina-
tions. How can we justify leaving the
downtown core out of reach for our own
citizens, not to mention out-of-town shop-
pers so valued by the DWC, including
those who can’t walk very far?

This year, the on-street meters were
covered to match the free holiday parking
programs of our neighboring towns, but
Westfield is different: We are a shopping

destination all year. We do not need to
offer free on-street parking (max. $1.50/
two hours) to attract visitors who are still
assumed to be willing to pay $2 if they
park in a lot. The argument of the DWC’s
Sherry Cronin (Westfield Leader, De-
cember 23, 2010) that free on-street park-
ing would encourage “shopping, dining,
and entertainment” in town was mis-
guided, because most of those planning
extended visits should park in the lots (up
to four hours), not on the streets.

The result of free on-street parking
was traffic tangled by drivers slowly cir-
cling round and round seeking free on-
street parking that did not open up, while
those who needed near parking gave up
and went home. And what happened to
the 15-minute errand idea?

It’s a lovely idea to make a seasonal
gesture to residents and out-of-town visi-
tors. How about placing a seasonal le-
niency card under the windshield wipers
of those who are up to 15 minutes over
their meter time, only ticketing if they
haven’t returned by the officers’ next
round? Doing away with the anger cre-
ated by the overzealous, often irrational,
parking enforcement in our town would
go much farther in creating a welcoming
environment and holiday goodwill than
locking up on-street parking with cars
that do not make spots available to others
who need them.

Pamela Orbach
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Fucivorous – Eating or subsisting on

seaweed
2. Incogitativity – Without the power

of thought
3. Tureen – A large deep dish with a lid
4. Tufa – A porous limestone formed

by deposits from springs and streams

EREMACAUSIS
1. A slow combustion or oxidation of

organic matter in the presence of air and
water

2. Skilled in questioning or interroga-
tion

3. An increase in red blood corpuscles
in the fetus

4. Explosive discharge of vomit
TRUMEAU

1. A marsh at a river’s mouth
2. An eyepatch
3. A pillar which supports the arch of a

double door or opening
4. A wine glass used by sixteenth cen-

tury French aristocracy
CYESIOLOGY

1. The branch of physiology that deals
with pregnancy

2. The study of organisms existing in
marshes and swamps

3. The branch of medicine dealing with
diseases in birds, especially geese

4. The study of the mating habits of
penguins

INFUNDIBULIFORM
1. Grooved or rutty
2. Elliptical in form
3. Having the shape of a funnel
4. Having no form or shape

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Letters to
the Editor

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

Please Attend Jan. 27
High School Parking,
Traffic Safety Meeting
On Thursday, January 27,  at 7:30 p.m.

at the Westfield High School Gymna-
sium, the Town Council and Board of
Education will conduct the first in a series
of community outreach meetings to en-
hance traffic safety and discuss parking
conditions in the Westfield High School
neighborhood.

Please attend the upcoming January 27
meeting and future meetings to voice
your thoughts for improving the safety of
our neighborhood. The Town of Westfield
has retained a traffic engineering consult-
ant who has successfully assisted us with
other projects in town.

After the initial meeting, the traffic
engineering consultant will conduct field
investigation to gather data, including
peak periods of student parking during
the year. The consultant engineer will
then identify potential solutions for con-
sideration.

As the Fourth Ward representatives to
the Town Council, we continue to advo-
cate for additional off-street parking at
the high school and Armory to improve
the safety and tranquility of our neigh-
borhood. We encourage you to attend the
upcoming meeting and to contact us for
more information. Our e-mail addresses
are jfoerst@westfieldnj.gov and
kloughlin@westfieldnj.gov. Jim can be
reached at (908) 233-3251 and Keith can
be reached at (908) 233-9000.

James Foerst
Keith Loughlin

Councilmen, Ward 4Thank You for Wrestling Friday
Night in Westfield To fightSMA

FiveCents a Paper Was Like Becoming
A Foreign Correspondent

A Thank You? I Love You,
You’re Perfect, Now Change

I wanted to thank you for your wonder-
ful review (January 13, 2011) on our
current production of, I Love You, You’re
Perfect, Now Change. I only write this
letter to you to inform you of a significant
error in the review.

As you called it, “the most poignant
number of the evening” is my favorite
song in the show, “Shouldn’t I be less in
love with you.” Unfortunately, your re-
view gives the wrong actor credit for this
song. It is in fact I, and not my wonderful
co-star, Paul Salvatoriello, who performs
this song. I am not an overly proud person
searching for endless praise, but it did
upset me on some level to see this error in
the paper. It would have been a nice

article to clip and make a part of my
scrapbook.

All of us have worked very hard on this
show and we are so glad that you enjoyed
it enough to give it the wonderful review
you did. I assume it is too late to correct
this error, but whatever you can do to
make sure things like this don’t happen to
others would be appreciated.

Again, thank you for your kind words
about our production, and I am so pleased
to hear that my performance of that par-
ticular song spoke to you as it did. All the
best.

Chris Mortenson
Westfield Community Players

Back in the early 1940’s, The Westfield
Leader offered me an intriguing opportu-
nity. I was allowed to purchase as many
copies of The Leader as I wanted at three
cents a copy so that I could sell them at the
regular price of five cents. For an 11-
year- old kid, already delivering the New
York and Newark dailies and enthralled
with the newspaper business, that was
like becoming a foreign correspondent!

Now I am trying to recount that expe-
rience in writing for my family, and I
have forgotten the names of the editor
and publisher of the leader at that time.
Can you help me?

*****
Editor’s Note: Hello Donald, I believe

it was the Lee family then. You can
download The Westfield Leader from the
1940s (actually back as far as 1907). Go
to goleader.com/archives. From this, the
editors would be listed.

*****

Thank you! What a nice surprise to
find your message on my computer. When
I had my little experience as an entrepre-
neur, buying the The Leader at wholesale
and selling at retail, the paper was located
on Elm Street, running through to Quimby,
and the press was located in the back.
Memories tend to blur a bit after 65 or 70
years, and details get lost entirely.

For example, I clearly remember want-
ing to be a great correspondent like Clark
Gable in the movie Front Page but a
friend looked up Front Page and it turns
out it was Cary Grant, not Clark Gable. I
hope other facts as reported by me will be
more accurate. It was a wonderful time of
life, and The Westfield Leader helped
make it so. Thanks for your quick and
welcome response.

Donald Miller
Arlington, Va.

The New Jersey Chapter of fightSMA,
together with the Higgins family, would
like to extend its most sincere thanks to
Coach Glen Kurz and the Westfield High
School Wrestling team for recognizing
and supporting our fight against Spinal
Muscular Atrophy at its match against
Scotch Plains on Friday, January 14, 2011.
A special thank you to Eric Zakarin along
with all of the parents who organized and
participated in this event.

It was a successful evening all around
as Westfield won its match, and attendees
donated generously to our ongoing search
for a cure for SMA, the single largest
genetic killer of children under the age of
2.

Patrick Higgins, an eighth grader at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, suffers
from the disease.

Maureen Higgins
President, NJ Chapter of fightSMA

Resident Disappointed In WF Planning Board’s Decision
Regarding Preservation of Circa 1785 House

I read with great interest the article in
last week’s Westfield Leader, “Devel-
oper Relieved of Agreement to Preserve
Circa 1785 House” written by Lauren
Barr. It was a thorough review of the
history of this issue that came before the
Westfield Planning Board at their De-
cember meeting. The planning board
voted 5-3 to allow developer Michael
Mahoney be relieved of an agreement to
preserve a circa 1785 house located at
Karen Terrace and East Broad Street.

Many feel this is the most historical
house in Westfield. The agreement was
made in 2000 when the developer was
granted a conforming three-lot subdivi-
sion on this property.

I want to thank Councilman Jim Foerst
and planning board members Robert
Newell and Mark LoGrippo for voting
“no” in granting the developer the relief
he was seeking to void the agreement and
tear down the house. I was very disap-
pointed in theplanning board’s decision
and had hoped there would be a way to
enforce the agreement the developer had
made — even if it required legal action by
the town.

It’s unfortunate that this house sat on
this property for so many years deterio-
rating and will now be another demoli-
tion by neglect in the Town of Westfield.
Perhaps if the developer had focused on
this property earlier, it could have been
saved, moved to another location in town
or a historic village such as the “East

Jersey Olde Towne” on River Road in
Piscataway.

The developer made no attempt to
maintain or improve the condition of the
house during this time, not even covering
the roof from the elements when holes
appeared and tree branches starting grow-
ing out of it. He stated that he did not “get
around” to moving or fixing the house
because he had “seven good years of
construction and there were other projects
to work on.”

This agreement to preserve the house
should have had a timeline and comple-
tion date monitored by Town of Westfield
officials. The developer states he spent
$40,000 moving, stabilizing and evaluat-
ing the house on the lot, but this is a drop
in the bucket compared to the houses he
built and sold during the same time pe-
riod.

The other issue at stake is property
maintenance codes and enforcement.
Because the developer entered into this
agreement and deemed this an active
worksite, it limited residents and neigh-
bors other legal options that they may
have been available to them should the
house be allowed to deteriorate. The plan-
ning board chairman stated that the board
did not have the authority to make him
build the house and the only recourse was
to enforce the town’s property mainte-
nance code. The chairman also stated that
the maintenance codes were enforced
and that the developer “did receive cita-

tions for property upkeep over the years.”
This is not accurate. At the November

planning board meeting, I went up to the
microphone and asked the developer, who
was testifying under oath, if he had been
cited for property maintenance violations.
He stated that he had not been cited, then
corrected himself and stated he had been
cited for grass height on two occasions.
When I asked if he had been cited for any
other violations, such as holes in the roof
or porch, he said no.

I find it odd that he was cited for minor
issues such as grass, but not for obvious
structural problems. Other neighbors told
me they were cited for grass and a fence
line, but the dilapidated structure nearby
did not receive a violation. How could
this have been missed? East Broad Street
is a gateway to Westfield and it’s a shame
that neighbors and residents have had to
see this blighted property for many years
on their way into town.

I hope we can learn from this experi-
ence and make improvements in the fu-
ture when it comes to issues of property
maintenance and enforcement, vacant
buildings and monitoring developer’s
actions in the Town of Westfield. Any
future agreements between developers
and the Town of Westfield should be
legally binding and strictly enforced re-
garding property maintenance codes.

Sharon Stockwell
Westfield

Is This Too Much Information,
TMI? Tweet Me What UR up 2

As we Twitter in impatience for instant communica-
tion, are we losing the point? Sometimes though, good
things can happen when we regain our senses.

Last Friday night at the Westfield-Scotch Plains wres-
tling match in Westfield, the start of the National Anthem
was delayed by an audio glitch for perhaps 45 seconds –
an eternity, dead silence. Then a lone voice broke the spell,
a student without prompts or Power Point started to sing
the words. Then more joined in. Shortly, the entire crowd
began to sing – a stirring moment. Who would have
thought that wrestlers would know the words. It was quite
a reversal, were people communicated without the aid of
machinery? Were they from today or from Generation X?

There are good examples in many places in the country
where time can stand still for human decency. So little is
said these days about the good things and about people
acting kindly with each other. It shouldn’t have to take a
tragedy for people to care for their fellow man.

A Southwest pilot was recently lauded for holding a
plane 12 minutes so that a grieving grandfather, rushing to
his grandson’s hospital bed to say goodbye before the
doctor’s pulled life support, would not miss the plane. The

pilot should be recognized for his good deed, after all, by
accommodating the grieving grandfather, he inconve-
nienced the other passengers by making them sit and wait
for a whole 12 minutes.

Have we become so fast-paced that acronyms such as
LOL, FYI and OMG, have replaced real words? Who has
time to talk when we have to get to where we’re going, do
what we have to do ASAP.

Has Generation X been replaced with generation New-
Now-Next? Can you know someone today without seeing
their Facebook page? R U 2 lurn Oly frum twitter? We all
want it now, it constantly has to be new and when it’s been
more than 12 minutes… next! – YGBKM.

Did the pilot do the right thing? BYL he did! But if we
lived in a society that put the Now before the Next, this
wouldn’t have been news,only commonplace.

While you’re spending precious time reading this, our
point is how wonderful it was for our Westfield and Scotch
Plains students to break into song last Friday – doing a
wonderful thing, actually communicating with each other.

No time to think about that now, G2G, meeting my BFF,
TTYL Tweet me what UR up2. Is this TMI?

Bramnick Calls for
Renewal of Civility

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick of
Westfield has asked the Assembly Speaker
to post Assembly Resolution 19, which
encourages New Jersey residents to treat
each other with civility and respect. The
bipartisan resolution, which was intro-
duced in 2005, asks New Jerseyans and
Legislators to join together to promote
kindness and civility in our society. “It has
been six long years since this measure was
introduced,” Mr. Bramnick said. “The time
is right for the Legislature to take up this
important issue. We could only benefit
from a calm and respectful discourse as we
strive for bipartisanship on important re-
forms for our state.”AR-19, also spon-
sored by Assemblyman Gordon Johnson
(D-Bergen), would create a campaign for
civility across New Jersey.

News Brief

Greet the Penn State Students in
Westfield This Weekend

Students from Penn State, School of
Theatre THON will be in Westfield this
weekend Canning for Cancer. Penn State
is home of the largest student-run philan-
thropy in the world! The students have
been raising funds and awareness for the
fight against pediatric cancer every year
since 1977.

Thon has raised more then $69 million
for The Four Diamonds Fund at Penn
State Children’s Hospital. Please if you
see a Penn State student keep in mind all
the money they raise goes directly to the
children with pediatric cancer.

Greg Ryan
Westfield Governor Probes PV

Sewerage Comm.
TRENTON – Tuesday, Governor

Christie’s administration sent letters to
each of the Passaic Valley Sewerage
Commissioners demanding that they pro-
duce all relevant information relating to
the hiring practices and explain compen-
sation and perks at the PVSC. The Gov-
ernor lacks veto authority over the PVSC,
but is pressuring the Commissioners to
reform in accordance with sound ethical
and fiscal practices.


