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SP Appointments Told
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Township Council has an-
nounced appointments for 2011.
The following list is a list of those
persons serving on committees and
boards, including newly appointed
individuals and those already serv-
ing in posts.

Township attorney, law firm of
DiFrancesco, Bateman, Coley,
Yospin, Kunzman, Davis and Lehrer,
P.C.; auditor, Suplee Clooney and
Company; Board of Adjustment,
Chris Abeel, Ken Anderson, Karyn
Steele, Richard Duthie, Susan Dinan,
Brian Doyle, Timothy Livolsi,
Llewellyn Jones, and Dan Sullivan;
municipal judge, Antonio Inacio;
municipal prosecutor, Rob Pansulla;
township physician, Dr. Richard
Schaller; risk manager, Conner
Strong.

Board of Education, Councilman
Mickey Marcus (council liaison);
PTA, Councilwoman Mary DePaola
(council liaison);  Construction
Board of Appeals, Bob Roberts,
chairman; Bruce Bond, vice-chair-
man; Michael Giambalvo, Art Coon,
Dion Natale, Paul Malool, Pat
Bartels, Robert Nora, Thomas Byrne,
Ralph Checchio (alternate); Cultural
Arts, Pat Kane, Steve Goldberg,
Jacqueline Giardiello, Sal Trifiro,
Nancy Barnes, Ellen Zimmerman,
Councilman Kevin Glover (Council
Liaison)liaison; and deputy mayor
for 2011, Councilwoman Mary
DePaola.

Disabilities Committee, Adrienne
Robertiello, Christine Gee, Jill Har-
ris, Frank Lettera, Pam Duthie, Meg
Kolaya, Marilyn Spera, Councilman
Bo Vastine (council liaison); Envi-
ronmental Commission, Sal Trifiro,
Vivian Hsu, Mauro Checchio, Rich-
ard Verdiramo, Brian Doyle, Claire
Bischoff, Evan Siegal (alternate) and
Councilman Bo Vastine (council liai-
son); Fund Commissioner for the
Suburban Municipal Joint insurance
Fund, Township Manager Christo-
pher Marion and Chief Financial
Officer Lori Majeski (alternate) and
Recreation Director Ray Poerio
(safety coordinator).

Greenbrook Flood Control Com-
mission, Theodore Bassman, Jr.;
Historic Review Commission, Ri-
chard Bousquet (chairman), Judy
Terry, Betty Lindner, Gene
McManus, John Klock, Marie
Leppert, Patricia Ballard Fox, Portia
Checchio (alternate), and Council-
man Bo Vastine (council liaison);
Library Board of Trustees, Pamela
Duthie, Jeffrey Noonan, Joseph
Duff, Joanne Guarnuccio, Gina
Lynch, Jennifer Power, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Prin-
cipal  David Heisey (school repre-
sentative), Mayor Nancy Malool,
William McClintock (mayor’s al-
ternate), and Scotch Plains Library
Director Meg Kolaya.

Local Ethics Review Board,
Kathleen McMahon1, Michael We-
ber, John Kovalcik, Jim Malfetti,
Philip Schick, and Frank Rossi;
Mayor’s Charity Gala Committee,
Maureen LaCosta, Sharon Knoller,

Pat Kane, Tom Cusmano, Pat
Goldberg, Councilwoman Mary
DePaola (council liaison) and Mayor
Nancy Malool; Mayor’s Committee
on Community Relations, Steve
Goldberg, Nancy Barnes, Jennifer
Power, Sal Trifiro, Irene Bartels,
Maureen LaCosta, Mayor Nancy
Malool (council liaison); Memorial
Day Parade Committee, Phil Gans,
Toni Rollis, Joe Dillon, Don Wussler,
Marjorie Fitzgibbons (DECA),
Dominick Bratti, Councilman Kevin
Glover (council liaison).

Planning Board, Michael
Michalisin, Jeffrey Strauss, Joseph
Doyle, Mayor Nancy Malool, Zon-
ing Officer Robert LaCosta, Coun-
cilwoman Mary DePaola, Alice
Agran, Paulette Coronato, Maria
Sartor, Ted Spera (alternate);
Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage
Authority (PARSA), Robert Johnston
and Martin Marks (alternate).

Raritan Valley Rail Coalition,
Councilman Bo Vastine; Recreation
Commission, Martin Marks, An-
drew Weber, Michael Dempsey,
Robert Giordanella, Carol Clancy,
Linda Grimm, Councilman Kevin
Glover (council liaison); Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority Com-
missioner, Zoning Officer Robert
LaCosta; Scotch Plains Day Com-
mittee, Police Sergeant Ernesto
Hernandez, Pat Kane, Steve
Goldberg, Ron Kelly, Lisa Mohn,
Recreation Director Ray Poerio,
Don Wussler, Dominick Bratti,
Councilwoman Mary DePaola
(council liaison); Senior Citizen Ad-
visory Committee, Peggy Hoff
Jeanette Rotella, Laura Swidersky,
Jean DeTore, Marge Van Duyne,
Paulette Coronato, Bill Donoch,
Toby Donoch, Councilman Mickey
Marcus (council liaison); Shared
Services Coordinating Council,
Mayor Nancy Malool, Deputy
Mayor Mary DePaola, Township
Manager Chris Marion.

SP-TV Advisory Committee, Dr.
Frank DiLollo, Clayton Sizemore,
David Webb-Mangan, David Davis,
Lisa Mohn, Ed Braun, Sarah Drum,
Marci Bowman, Christine Sloan,
Susan Iberra, Jules Shapiro, Simon
Johnston (student representative),
Councilman Mickey Marcus (Coun-
cil Liaison); Technology Advisory
Committee, Ken Anderson, William
Machrone, Jonathan Ellis, Zoning
Officer Robert LaCosta, Daniel
Sullivan, John Lestarchick, Jerry
Illanovsky, Richard Verdiramo, Dave
Luce, Councilman Kevin Glover
(council liaison); Union County Air
Traffic Noise Advisory Board (Town-
ship Representatives), Dennis Hardie
and Ira Bernstein (alternate); Union
County Community Development,
Joseph Duff, Jerry Illanovsky (alter-
nate), Township Manager Christo-
pher Marion, and Philip Schick (al-
ternate).

Union County League of Munici-
palities, Mayor Nancy Malool and
Council members Mary DePaola,
Kevin Glover, Mickey Marcus and
Bo Vastine; and Union County Trans-
portation Committee, John Morgan.

Christie Seeks Pension Reform,
An End to Teacher Tenure

TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie last week declared in his
State of the State speech on January
11 that, “Our state is improving –
getting better every day.” But he
vowed that there is no turning back –
“not on my watch.”

Looking ahead, the Governor said
his first order of business is putting
together a balanced budget which does
not raise taxes. He also listed Legisla-
ture approval of his pension and ben-
efits proposals and replacement of the
teacher tenure system with one based
merit as priorities for the year.

Governor Christie, noting that his
administration closed a $11-billion
projected deficit in the Fiscal Year
2011 spending plan, warned lawmak-
ers that the state’s “long-term deficit
problem is far from solved.”

“We can’t continue to spend money
we don’t have,” the Governor said.

The Governor urged the Demo-
cratic majorities in both the Senate
and the Assembly to consider the
legislative package of pension and
benefits reforms as they promised
after approving the 2 percent caps on
tax levy increases and on contract
awards through arbitration.

“Now is the time for us to finish
what we started last March,” the Gov-
ernor said. He noted that New Jersey
is one of 11 states, whose pension
funds will be “out of money” by 2020
if no action is taken.

The Governor said his pension and
benefits reforms include raising the
retirement age for public employees,
curbing cost of living adjustments
(COLAs) when inflation is low or
non-existent, and requiring contribu-
tions into the pension system by both
employees and the state.

On education reform the Governor
pushed for ending the tenure system
for retaining teachers and replacing it
with one based on merit. He also said
any teacher layoffs this year due to
budget cuts should be based on merit
and not on seniority.

“Teaching can no longer be the only
profession where you have no rewards
for excellence and no consequences
for failure to perform,” the Governor
said. The Governor also listed ap-
proval of more charter schools to the
list of 73 currently operating in New
Jersey as a top priority, saying, “Over
100,000 students are trapped in nearly
200 failing schools.”

“We must give parents and chil-
dren a choice to attend better schools,”
Governor Christie said.

New Jersey Education Association
(NJEA) President Barbara Keshishian
said the teachers union is “eager and
willing to enter the discussion over
education and pension reform in New

Jersey, because we have much to add
to that discussion.”

“His (Governor Christie’s) vision for
pension reform is fatally flawed because
he still refuses to admit his role in the
state’s failure to contribute one penny
to the pension funds in 13 of the last 17
years,” Ms. Keshishian said. “Slashing
benefits and raising costs for employees
will not solve the problem the state has
created for itself. He must step up and
lead by making regular, responsible
state contributions. He finally said the
state should do so, and we will hold him
to that.”

Reacting to the speech, Assembly
Speaker Sheila Oliver (D-34, East Or-
ange) said, “It’s been painfully clear
throughout Governor Christie’s first year
in office that we are living in two very
distinct and separate New Jerseys...In
the other New Jersey, the reality the rest
of us live in, families are paying more for
less and systematically being forced out
of their way of life.”

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21, Westfield) had a different
take on the speech.

“Governor Christie’s speech re-
minds us of the unfinished business
left by the Democratic Majority in
the Legislature: completing the tool
kit (the Governor’s reforms to help
towns and school boards meet the
new 2 percent cap on tax levies) to
put a lid on property taxes, control-
ling the cost of state employee pen-
sions and benefits, and creating per-
manent jobs by making it easier and
cheaper to do business in New Jer-
sey,” Sen. Kean said.

“This must be the year of the tax-
payer, when politics is put aside by all
who serve in order to save our state from
economic peril,” Sen. Kean, Jr. said.

In his speech the Governor said the
state’s “unemployment rate has be-
gun to drop — and today is below, not
above, the national average.” He said
the state’s unemployment rate was
above 10 percent, “the highest in a
generation, the highest in the region,
and above the national average.”

Charles Wowkanech, New Jersey
State AFL-CIO president, represent-
ing one million union members, said
Governor Christie failed to make job
creation his top priority for
2011.“When Governor Christie was
talking about the top three priorities
for the State of New Jersey, he left out
the most important one: jobs. We urge
the Governor to make job creation
more of a priority in 2011 by investing
in infrastructure and construction. One
main reason the unemployment rate
has dropped is because people have
been out of work so long that they
have stopped looking and they no
longer count as unemployed.”

GOING FOR THEIR MORNING WALK...Police follow closely behind horses
which broke free from the Watchug Stable Sunday morning and wound up in the
eastbound lanes of Route 22.

County Horses Rescued After
Getting Loose Onto Rt. 22

MOUNTAINSIDE — Union
County employees on Sunday imple-
mented a fast and safe rescue of 18
horses who became panicked by a
seemingly random occurrence, broke
through a locked gate at the Watchung
Stable, and galloped onto Route 22,
West in Mountainside off Summit
Road.

No one was injured and there were
no traffic accidents, according to
county spokesman Sebastian D’Elia.
The horses — all county owned —
are in good condition and are all
safely back at the stable, Mr. D’Elia
said.

The incident caused a half-hour
shutdown before 9 a.m. of a half-mile
of roadway on Route 22 in both east-
bound and westbound lanes, stretch-
ing from Summit Road to Evergreen
Court in Mountainside, County Po-
lice reported.

“This was an incident that — thanks
to the calm and concerted efforts of
our county workers — ended without
accident and injury to civilians or our
horses,” said Freeholder Dan Sullivan,
who monitors events at the stable.
“All involved in the rescue — parks,
stable, county police, emergency
management and surrounding mu-
nicipal police departments — did a
great job.”

County Manager George Devanney
agreed. “An extraordinary effort and
outstanding coordination brought
about a happy and safe ending,” Mr.
Devanney added.

County Police Chief Daniel
Vaniska said the incident that caused
the horses to become frightened and
burst through a locked gate appears
to be an unknown but likely, random
occurrence. He did note that it was
the first time in recent memory that
so many horses had escaped at one
time during the nearly 80-year his-
tory of the county-operated stable.

The horses fortuitously turned
westbound in their sprint onto Route

22 West from Summit Road and never
jumped over the median to the east-
bound side. In all, they were free for
approximately a half hour before the
roundup could be fully executed.

According to county authorities,
some unknown incident caused 18 of
20 horses who were enjoying their
normal morning outdoor time in the
fenced paddocks area to become
frightened, and burst through a locked
gate around 8:15 a.m.

Fast-acting stable employees im-
mediately called county police who
assisted them as they coordinated a
dramatic rescue of the frightened
horses who had quickly galloped their
way in a pack from the paddock onto
the main road, Summit Lane in the
Watchung Reservation.

The horses turned left on Summit
Lane, and then made a right at Sum-
mit Road, which leads directly to
Route 22 West from the reservation.
The horses galloped about two miles
from home before round up could
peacefully start around 8:45 a.m.

The horses, reportedly among the
elders at the stable, were rounded up
in three groups and quietly walked
back home by 9 a.m. They were
wrapped with fresh blankets and dried
off, Mr. D’Elia said.

The horses have been checked by a
veterinarian, and it appears they are
all ok, Parks Director Alfred Faella
reported.

Located in the Mountainside sec-
tion of the Watchung Reservation,
the Watchung Stable has been owned
and operated by the County of Union
since 1933.

The Watchung Stable complex con-
sists of a main barn which houses
more than 90 county and privately
owned horses, four riding rings, and
a show ring. In addition, the barrier-
free facility includes an isolation barn,
numerous paddocks, hay and straw
storage area and an equipment ga-
rage.

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

Joe
knows
Cars...

·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

·You don’t come to Park Grove, Joe comes to you

·At home estimating service

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

·Claim reporting assistance

·Free pickup and delivery for our Westfield neighbors

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

Use Someone Personal This Year For Your Taxes

MICHAEL SERICO, CPA

Serico & Dubnik, PC

636 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

908-228-2113
www.sdcpanj.com

Michael@sdcpanj.com

Free Initial Consultation

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

How This Newspaper Helps Advertisers …

With a Strong Hand
We’re newspaper people, with our ears to the ground and
strength in our hand.

For a long time it has been our job to meet the people of our
area – in their homes, work, schools, churches and in their
civic and social activities. It has been our job to understand
their needs and desires; to report their joys and sorrows.

Few know this area and its people better than us. Many
merchants look to this background of experience and
understanding for assistance in reaching their audience most
effectively. It is an unusually strong hand to their
merchandising efforts – as well as an effective source for
information and advice.

Let us show you how the combination of this experience
and audited circulation facts can help you get maximum
results from your sales messages.

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

The Westfield Leader

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

Union County Lawmakers
Oppose Ending Tenure

TRENTON – Senator Raymond
Lesniak, Assembly Majority Leader
Joe Cryan, and Assemblywoman
Annette Quijano (all LD-20, Union)
have taken a stance against Governor
Chris Christie’s call for the elimination
of teacher tenure.

The Governor emphasized his po-
sition in his State of the State Address
on January 11, stating, “The time to
eliminate teacher tenure is now.”

“Governor Christie’s proposal to
abolish teacher tenure from New
Jersey public schools will have the
same effect as his firing of qualified
judges from the state courts – a muz-
zling of those who hold different
political or policy views,” Mr.
Lesniak said.

“There is no denying that reforms
are necessary to improve student out-
comes and elevate the standard of edu-
cation in New Jersey,” Mr. Cryan said.
“Make no mistake about it, we will

fully support fair-minded reforms that
will help boost teacher performance
in order to improve the quality of
education for our students. But what
we cannot allow to happen is the
politicization of the classroom where
teachers operate in constant fear of
retribution over their political views
or their election participation. This
would undermine our very democ-
racy.”

“We’ve seen the Governor take
umbrage with teachers who hold op-
posing view points at his town hall
meetings,” Ms. Quijano said. “Imag-
ine how this would play out at the
local level if a teacher voices their
opinion or refuses to participate fi-
nancially in school elections. We need
reforms that boost teacher perfor-
mance by freeing them up to concen-
trate on the classroom, not distract-
ing them with possible political re-
percussions.”


